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NATIVE TEIBES, 



CHAPTER I. 

Origm of the Bushmen. — Exaggerated reports of their physical and 
moral deformities. — Evidence of their natural good qualities. — 
Colonel Collins's report, suggesting means for their improvement. 
— Commencement of missionary stations at Toverberg and 
' Hephzibah. 

Deprive a copamercial people of their commerce, and 
you may drive many of them to piracy ; but commerce 
cannot be destroyed at once : even the conquerors 
of such a people, however much they may oppress 
them, must, to a certain extent, be dependent upon 

1 them for the supply of their wants ; and, if the trade 

which remains does not furnish sources of wealth, it 

I will still continue to minister the means of subsistence. 

f Under despotism and oppression, the agriculturist loses 

I bi|p stimulus to industry, and the fields that were once 

m)wned with luxuriant crops are seen returning to a 
state of nature ; but an agricultural people, living on 
a fertile soil, if, by the oppression and tyranny of their 
f^b^, they ^.re deprived of the comforts of life, will 
8t3tlSnd front their soil a scanty means of subsistence. 
With a pastoral people the case is different. Deprive 

Vot. II. B 



a ORIGIN OF THE BUSHMEN. 

them of their flocks and herds, and you scarcely leave 
them any alternative but to perish, or to live by rob- 
bery. This was the case with many of the Hottentot 
tribes during the seventeenth century. Driven to des- 
peration by ihe loss of their cattle, they were occa- 
sionally forced by hunger to seize a few sheep or cattje 
belonging to the colonists. To evade their pursuers, 
and to have the opportunity of devouring their spoil in 
peace, they would naturally seek refuge in the most 
inaccessible places of the mountains ; and in this brief 
sketch will be seen the origin of the Bushmen. 

The opinion now advanced on this subject was ori- 
ginally formed from circumstances which came under 
my own observation during my joumies into the inte- 
rior of South Africa ; and it has been since strongly 
confirmed by the facts elicited during my inves%ation 
into the early history of this people. The reader, by 
referring to Vol. 1., page 33, will find the true origin 
of the Bushmen developed in brief, but forcible terms, 
by the respectable Dutch magistrate, Sterreberg Kupt. 
This gentleman explicitly states that, *^ by the misbe- 
haviour of these vagabonds" — unprincipled aggressors 
from the colony — ^^ the whole country was ruined ;" 
for the kraals of the Hottentots being plundered by 
the colonists, the natives were driven by famine to rob 
other hordes of their own countiymen, and these again 
their neighbours. Those who betook themselves to 
this mode of life retreated to fastnesses among the 
rocks and mountains, whence they issued forth, from 
time to time, to plunder the Colonists, or such of the 
native hordes as still possessed cattle. ^* And thus," 
says the landdrost Kupt, ^^ from people living in peace 
and happiness^ divided into kraals under chiefs^, and sub^ 
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9u^ng quietfy by the breeding of cattle, thy 9n becmte 
tdmosi ali of them kutUsmm, Bushmen, and robbere, 
and are^ dis^persed everywhere, among the barren m^ 
rugged mamtains'^ 

The same system wag continued^ aa the reader will 
liearoeive, by referring to Vol. L, Chapter IIL^ by 
the ^* barterera," (as they styled themselves,) who 
penetrated, from time to time, into the interior of 
the country. The Hottentot tribe of Horisons^ men- 
tioned at page 38, are termed '^ Bosjesmen** in the 
original manuscript from which the account of the 
transactions there briefly stated has been extracted; 
and the reader may, from that circumstance, form 
a pretty impartial judgment as to the quarter from 
which the first and worst aggressions principally pro- 
qeeded. The account of the commando system,* em- 

* Mr. ThoBison, when travelling near the Hantam, in 1S24, 
reeeiYcd the foilewing account of the outbreakings of Bushman 
animosity from an aged Hottentot : — 

" An old Hottentot servant of the family accompanied me. This 
man was between sixty and seventy years of age, and had all his 
life resided upon the Bushman frontier. I found him commuaica- 
tivcy and elicited some interestiog information firom him. He said 
he could recollect the time when few or no murders were com- 
mitted by the Bushmen, especially upon the Christians. The era 
of bitter and bloody hostility between them commenced, according 
to his account, about fifty years ago, in the following manner :— 
The burgher, Coetzee Van Reenen, had an overseer, who kept his 
flocks near the 2iak river ; this fellow was of a brutal and insolent 
disposition, and a great tyrant over the Bushmen ; and had shot 
some of them, at times, out of mere wantonness. The Bushmen 
submissively endured the oppression of this petty tyrant for a long 
period ; but at length their patience was worn out ; and one day, 
while be was cruelly maltreating one of their nation, another struck 
him through with his assagai. This act was represented in the 

B2 



4 THEIR DETERIORATION 

ployed against the native tribes^ already given, (see 
Vol. L, page 41^ et seq.) renders it unnecessary 
to recapitulate here the revolting details of this dis-* 
graceful chapter of colonial history. 1 only request 
the reflecting reader to retain the facts, there stated on 
official authority, in his recollection, while we proceed 
with the more recent history of the degraded and per- 
secuted race of Hottentots now denominated ^* savage 
Bushmen.'* 

^^ Treat men as wild beasts/' says a philosophical 
writer, ^^and you will make them such ; and by joining 
the ardour of revenge to their yet untamed barbarity, 
they will grow every day more untractable, and mofie 
dangerous.'* The vindictive dispositions ascribed to 
the Bushmen are more owing to their unfortunate cir- 
cumstances than to anything in their natural character, 
which distinguishes them from other uncivilized tribes. 
Driven to desperation by a long series of cruelties, they 
began to view all persons not belonging to their oWn 
tribe as against them ; and if men who were formerly 

colony as a horrible murder. A strong^ commando was sent'mtp 
the Bushman country, and hundreds of innocent people wefe mas- 
sacred, to avenge the death of this ruffian. Such treatment roused 
the animosity of the Bushmen to the utmost pitch, and eradicated 
all remains of respect which they still retained for th^ Chri^lan^.' 1 
The commando had scarcely left their country, when the whcde race^ 
of Bushmen along the frontier simultaneously commenced a syqt^nf , 
of predatory and murderous incursions against the colonists, from-, 
the Kamiesberg to the Stormberg. These depredations were re- 
taliated by fresh commandos, who slew the old without pity, "aVid 
carried off the young into bondage. The commandofi were a^siiili 
avenged by new robberies and murders ; and thus n^utiial injuries 
have been accumulated, and mutual rancour kept up to the pjqesenjt^ ^ 
day." 
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iriends suspect and treat each other as enemies^ their 
former friendship will soon be changed into bitter 
hostility. It is probable that the savage dispositions 
of the Bushmen would be at first directed against their 
^mediate oppressors, but, once called into action, and 
cherished by a state of constant hostiUty, they would 
gain a wider sphere of operation, and be incensed 
against their fellow-creatures in general. This dete* 
rioration of character, and the barbarous acts arising 
out of it, would be attended with loss of good repute ; 
would produce a general combination of other tribes 
against them, and occasion a powerful reaction ; and 
thus those dispositions, which at first arose out of the 
oppression to which they were subjected, woul4 be con- 
firmed by the continuance of those circumstances out 
of which they originally sprung. Such as escaped the 
bloody scenes which accompanied these murdering 
expeditions would become the bitter enemies of the 
colonists. Deprived of their cattle, they must now 
rob others, or perish for want of the means of subsist- 
ence. Self-preservation is the first law of nature ; and, 
in iheif predatoiy excursions in quest of food, it is 
natural to suppose that their first thoughts would be 
tjirned towards the colony. Their vengeance would 
ptQbablyy in some instances, fall upon the innocent ; 
the retaliation of the Bushmen would call forth a pow- 
€^h\ reaction on the part of the farmers ; and the 
flF^ities of perpetual hostility would continue to rage 
W^eii ii was forgotten by what means they were first 
kindled. When savage and barbarous tribes are op- 
pressed by civilized nations, perfidy and injustice are 
th^tmly things they borrow from their oppressors ; and 
the animosity excited by a sense of the injuries they 
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5^U3taiu, presents an insuperable barrier to their im- 
provement in civilization. 

The system of oppression under which the Hotten- 
tots suffered so grievously, rendered it necessary for 
their oppressors to allege some reasons in their own 
defence ; and to a colonial government, in possession 
.of the ear of the government at home, this was an 
easy matter. . While a government continues on the 
side of the oppressed, abuses must be an exception to 
a general rule ; but when the duty and the interest 
of those at the head of a government are placed in 
opposite directions, the law itself becomes the greatest 
abuse ; all checks are withdrawn from the passions of 
the oppressors ; and the oppressed, if they are inca- 
pable of vindicating their own rights, are left without a 
remedy. 

To the Dutch East India Company, which still, in 
all its communications with the Cape, manifested con- 
siderable solicitude for the protection and improvement 
of the aborigines, the government at the Cape jus- 
tified itself from the complaints urged against it for 
its conduct to the colonial Hottentots, by laying the 
blame on their character.. The Hottentots were tiow 
said to be the most degenerate creatures upon earth ; 
they were represented as the lowest class of human 
beings ; as void of memory ; as filthy, and disgusting 
to a degree exceeding credibility ; and so ungovern- 
able in their propensities, tiiat nothing would do for 
them but severe coercion. 

But the Bushmen-Hottentots have been still tnot-e 
calumniated. They have been represented, in their 
persons, as caricatures of human nature, as a species 
of semi-babootis, and as full of deadly malignity 
against all other beings. 
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Colqidiomi^ on the ^' Resources of the British Em* 
pire," has informed us, with matchless simplidty^ that 
all attempts to tame the Bushmen have hitherto proved 
ineffectual, and that they cannot be civilized. 

Hutarch remarks^ when a painter has to draw a fine 
and elegant form, which happens to have a blemish^ we 
do not want him entirely to omit it, nor yet to define it 
with exactness. The one would destroy the beauty c^ 
the picture ; the other would spoil the likeness. On a 
minute inspection of many individuals tjf the Bushman 
race^ it is obvious that most who have travelled among 
them have not only marked distinctly, but aggravated 
their blemishes, and so disparaged their more pleasing 
features^ as to create disgust towards a people^ who^ if 
they cannot boast of forms to call forth admiration, ex- 
hibit, nevertheless, but few of those physical deformities 
so largely ascribed to them. Many, particularly the chil-* 
dren, have interesting countenances, and under more 
auspicious circumstances would speedily lose their dis- 
pleasing peculiarities of appearance, which in all coun- 
tries are, in a greater or less degree, the inseparable 
concomitants of penury and suffering. The plant 
which, in the desert, is stunted in its growth, and pre- 
sents but a scanty foliage, becomes the pride of the 
surrounding scenery when nourished by a more gene- 
rous soil. 

The most miserable specimens of the Bushtnan race 
are to be found amongst the frontier boors, or in the 
immediate vicinity of the colony. Many of the more 
remote hordes, stUl remaining in a state of comparative 
independence, are much superior in stature, and have 
a vivacity and cheerfulness in their countenances whitA 
fi()rm a striking contrast with the others. Some are 
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fcora five feet iibie> to five feet ten^aiBck a h^^ ikiqlies ia 
height^ and the former ^ture is hj no, mews upusnol. 
Beside^ ^e ordinarir cawes for tbe eiiagger^led i^: 
scriptions of the Buhmea^ k tbeen^e with w}ik^ a} 
caricature may be eaecnited^ iuid itbe propensity <^ tra- 
vieUers to aim at effect ; and other coij^idemtioi^ have: 
iqggraTated this evil, not lessintelligibte^ and.notr per- ; 
h^^s^ more creditable to human nature, , . 

It is well known how much the adv^ntit^ms circuai^ 
stances of youth and beauty heighten our con^passion 
for aisuflferer. : Add rsmk to these advantages, and say 
that the individu^ is a highly accomplished female^ and 
sympathy for her case will be raised to its utmost 
height. Had Mary, Queep. of Soots^ been as defective 
in personal charms as she. was in prudence, less sym- 
pathy would have been excited by her ujilortunate aid, . 
Ji^ao^ flight have made an ugly and deformed woman 
wefop without creating much indignation ; but the fasci- 
nation <>f Mary's beauty> added to her rank^ has sunk 
h^r ioriiipes> and the benefits of the Reformation, in the 
s^Qt grave; and that which entitled our Reformer tq. 
the; highest praise^ iie triumph of his principles^ ha^ 
loaded .him; with tiie reproaches of a partial and frivo- 
lous world. On the same principle, when the liberties 
of a people are tp he extic^guished ; qr^ whei| gr^M»t 
severities are to be inflicted ; if^ besides assigning =cer- 
tain^d^qijali^ations.for freedomr and the necessity of 
retraining, their vices^uglinpss and deformity can he 
tljrown into the picture, few will interest themselves in 
the fete of the originals. Misrepresentation and ca- 
lc|mny having prepared the way, the work of slavery 
and extermination may proceed with impu^ty. 

13i^JBnshn;te» afe idicmhtfess in a very jgtK)i'£int wd 
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degnukd state ; halt ihe ffltk and dejection which have 
beeb adduced in prbof of th^r incapabilitj of being 
improved^ aflford a better criterion of thdr de^nessed 
condition, than of the absence of mental capacity. 
The Bodbnmn, in a native state, is fai perpetoal alarm^ 
not merely for the safety of his little property, but for 
hill penonal safety, and for that of his famQy. He is 
obliged to inhabit, for seovnity, rocks almost inacces- 
sible to any foot but his own ; and is perpetually called 
Upon to remove from place to place, lest the cofonists 
should discover his abode. When he ventures forth in 
qiiei^ ol* game or roote, he fa in the utmost fear of cfis- 
covery, and has consequently l^ure for nothing but 
the necessary regard to his own preservation/ 

Many of the accounts which have been published in 
England respecting the savage, ferocious, and untame* 
aUe diaracter of the Bushmen, can scarcely be read in 
Africa without a smile. The civilization of that de- 
graded people is not only practicable, but might be 
easily at^ined : while they are by no means deficient 
in intellect, they are susceptible of kindness ; grateful 
for favours ; faithful in the execution of a trust com- 
mitted to them ; disposed to receive instruction ; and, 
by the use of prqper means, could be eaaly brought to 
exchange th^r barbarous manner of life for one that 
wotdd afford more comfort. 

In a journey undertaken into the interior of the 
c^ny in 1819, we had two Bushmen in our train ; the 
one was called a *' tame Bushman,'* because he had 
been brought up among the farmers; and the other 
was found in the Bushman country, and bad been 
newly received into the service of one of our mission- 
aries* The stature of the one was about five feet seven, 
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ihat of tbe other about five feet foun Any one^ not 
apprized of their origin^ would have supposed them 
colonial Hottentots. The wild Bushman had only been 
a few months in the service of our missioiKiry when he 
joined us ; and we had not in our party any one that 
was more teachable, faithful, and obliging. During 
the last four months of our journey he served at table ; 
and^ after a month's apprenticeship^ conducted him- 
self with as much propriety as any English servant 
migidi have been expected to do with as litde training. 

If the following extract of a letter (written by a gen- 
tteman *, who was several years clergyman of a frontier 
district of the colony, containing many thousand square 
miles of the Bushman country) is no longer to be re- 
garded as descriptive of the amicable relations which 
ihen subsisted between the colonists and the Bushmen, 
it may^ nevertheless, be received as an honourable tes* 
timony in favour of the character of that calumniated 
people : — 

^^ The farmers on the frontiers are entirely dependent 
<m the Bushmen for their welfare. Few, if any, have 
either slaves or Hottentots, consequently they have no 
jneans of getting their cattle properly tended without 
their assistance. Such farmers as possess Bushmen have 
been in the habit of committing to them the charge of 
their flocks, and they have proved such faithful shep- 
herds, that the farmers have not hesitated to give them 
some hundred ewes and other cattle> to sojourn with 
t^m beyond the limits of the colony. The Bushman 

* The Rev, A. Faure, now Minister of the Dutch Colonial 
Church in Cape Town. The high esteem in which this gentleman 
is universally held, shows that a Minister may be respected by the 
Colonistd, and be, at the same time, a friend td the natives* 
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bavin^ receired a reward of some tobacco, dakka^ (or 
hemp leaves for smoking^) and, perhaps, two or three 
ewes, leaves the habitation of the colonist, drives the 
cattle into distant parts, with the fertility of which be 
is well acquainted; and, after an absence of some 
months, returns to the farmer his cattle in such an 
impmved condition, that had they not hw particular 
mark upon them^ he would with difficulty eredit that 
they were the same animals which, on account of their 
leannes!^, the Bushman could with difficulty remove 
from his farm. Sometimes the fiemfner has put the 
fidelity of the Bushman to the test, by sending oae 
or other of his acquaintsuice to try whether he oould 
not obtain a sheep, by promising* him some reward ; 
but the instances are rare iri which he has succeeded. 
Many farmei-S on the frontiers declared to me, that 
were it not for the Bushmen, they saw no means of 
breeding cattle." 

The following extract of a letter, dated 24th No- 
vember, 1835, addressed to the author by Sir Jahleel 
Bk^nton, Baronet, giving an account of a Bushman 
boy brought by him from the Cape of Qood Hope, 
may be adduced as strongly conGrmatory of the opi- 
nions which have be^i advanced of tiie talents and 
disposition of the Bushman people : — 

*^ Hermes is an honour to the raoe, and a distin- 
guished proof of what this amiable people are capable 
of. He possesses the sweetest disposition, and the 
strongest attachments possible. With all the fun and 
merriment you remember in him, there is a depih of 
thought and solidity of understanding that is i*eally 
astonishing. He has been living for the last year with 
my sistem. at Bath^ to whraa he is invaluiibte as a 
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seiiTrtttit} arid even as a IBend. He h^gffd, soinetftne 
smm^ M Ml approtobilig coii^rmatien> aiid exj^rbi^ed a 
wish rW fee jocfinfiniaed. My sister menlioiied it to ffie' 
aiek^Qaoani* \thQ le^wested to see him, and) after ^ 
loilgi wu^WJatibn, pronouBced hittitohave attained a 
qapst extraordinary degree of knowledge in religibn. 
I^efWas ftceojrdingly confirmed, and became the subjedt , 
of. «oiyer3al conversation • A clergyman, who had 
h^i^ of jtfce oireumstance, begged to see him, and 
cfQ^/^^e^tio»t/9d him in every way. He asked bitn 
^l|ic^;;^>ail the characters in thfe Old Testahient he 
shiolilfi hwe wished to have been, had it been possible. 
IJcroies^ reflected for some time, and then said firmly, ' 
^ David, Sir.! > What? sootier than Solomon, whbise 
pro^erity yms so great?' ^ Yes, Sir; both were sin- 
n^$ ; bpt David> we know, repented of his sins; whife 
thciQ fe iia passage of scripture which gives us the 
s^pa0 dpiiMjodof Sobmon.' This is the substance of 
hi$ answer, which* greatly surprised his auditors. His 
memory is wonderful : he brings home every sermon, 
a%id(;0npd^tS' upon ? it with extraordinary acoteness: ' ' 

/.(JplpfieS) OoHias, itt his report to govteriitnent, in' 
1^09>i w^ieh we have had occasion to * quote more 
tfai^n jPOC^^ sptoks of the Bushmen as being most libe- 
rally gifted by nature with talents. To the sAme 
eflR5flt> tfcQ fott^ing passage; r^ted fo me as a part 
of !^siia4dife8& delivered by a Bushman to his country- 
m@i](> at'diiiiSsionaFy station^ when some colonists were 
p^^^e^t, ip«y be adduced Ibis displaying a very con^ 
sidiarab)!^ katowledge t)f scripture^ and no mean share ' 
ofp^w^^mtj' '' Why is it,'* said he, '' that we • 
anK,pep9€59rtl:?dhand oppi^iied bythe Chi^ Is I 

it1^9S%*?^ F^jUyMadea^lancb, doflieomsselv^ wkh ^ 
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3kui9, and feed on locusts and wild licmey ? Is ]Arertf 
2fliy, thing morally better in one kind of raiment^ oriir 
ofle kind of food^ than another ? Was not John th6f 
Baptist a Bushman ? Did he not dwdl in a wikk** 
^$s ? Was he not clothed witii a leathern girdle^ 
such as we wear? And did he not feed od locii^ts' 
and wild honey? Was he not a Bushman? Yet- 
Christians acknowledge John the Baptist to have b^n 
a good man. Jesus Christ (whose fiwerunner he wte)- 
has^aid that there has not arisen among men a gt*eatet- 
than John the Batptist* He preached the dectrine of 
repentance to the Jews^ and muHitudes attended his^ 
ministry; he was respected even by the Jews, and^ 
preached before a great king. It 16 true SoAti tys* 
Baptist was beheaded, but he was not beheaded be*^ ; 
c^ui^ he was a Bushman> bnt because he was a faitiifikl 
preacher ; and where, then, do the Christian Men fi*i(d' ' 
anything in the precepts or example of their r^Kgibh • 
to justify them for robbing and shooting ns, because 
we are Bushmen?'* • • '^ 

For a brief description of the manner ni whicfe the^' 
people were treated, when Sparrman tra'^led in' tWe 
cojony of the Cape of Grood Hope, I beg leave to refer 
the reader to the following extract from the Woirk Of'- 
thatwriter: — ^-'^ 

•^ The slave business; that 'riolent outrage ^^altisi' ' 
the natural rights of maitkind, which id always in itifelf* ' 
a qrimes and leads to all manner of misdemeanours and* 
wickedness, is exercised by the colonists with a cruelty ' 
toWf^i:4 the nation of Bo^fde^^meny which merits ^ ab^ 
horrence of every one ; though I have been told tfcatthey *' ^ 
piq^e themselves upon it : and not only is the capture c^^^; 
thfl Hottentots conadered by them merely ai& fit pBit^i^ '^ 
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pleawre^ but, in cold blood, they destroy tlie bands 
which nature has knit between husband and wife, an4 
between parents and their children^ Not contrat^ for 
instance^ with having torn an unhappy woman from the 
embraces of her husband^ her only protection and com- 
fort, they endeavour all they can, and that chiefly at 
night, to deprive her likewise of her infants; for it 
has been observed, that the mothers can seld(»ii per- 
suade themselves to flee from their tender offspring." 

In the instructions given to Colond Collins, by the 
colonial government, on his visit into the interior^ 
among other subjects on which he was called to collect 
information, his attention was. particularly directed to 
the Bushmen. Having studied their character, as far 
as his opportunities allowed him, he asserts, without 
the slightest qualification, what we have already stated 
as affirmed by hhn, — ^tiiat there is not upon the face q{ 
the globe a people possessed of better natural abilities, 
or more susceptible of mental or moral improvement. 

Having stated this officer's opinion on this subject^ 
the. reader must be anxious to know the measures 
he has recommended in his report to the colonial 
government, in 1809, to be adopted for their improve- 
ment ; and they shall be stated in his own words : — 

*^ In adverting to our northern neighbours," says he, 
*^ I feel the sincerest pleasure in being enabled to re- 
commend a more liberal line of policy^ than that which 
I think necessary to be observed, for a considerable 
time at least, towards those of the east. Different 
from the Kaffers and Tambookies, the Bosjesmen are 
mostly scattered over an immense tract of country, 
in small parties unconnected with each other: they 
may, therefore, be more safely introduced into the 



ON Tm RTATB (NP fBB BV6»iEN. 15 

eoloDy, coUeol^ and tnatracted in iiistitulk»i8> md dis* 
persed among the inhabitants. 

^* The report whid^ I formerly had the hoaoor to 
make^ founded on the information that I had racmved 
of the state of thoee people living beyond the Borthem 
boundary^ will, I believe^ ^PP^y equally to those re- 
siding near the north-eastern limits. Although difier* 
ing, in some degree^ in language and sqipearanee^ their 
habits and manners are in few points dissimilar. Tliey 
subsist on the same food^ use the same arms^ and are 
equally attached to a wandering life ; they are alike 
b^nd by no authority> and are unconnected by all ties, 
except relationship^ and such as tend to secure their 
individual safety. My sentiments have been already so 
fully delivered on the subject of missionary institutions, 
that, convinced as much as ever of thdr utiUty, under 
proper regulations^ it remains for me only to point out 
the situations that seem most eligible for their esta- 
blishment* 

^^ The inhabitants of Hantam^ and the Rog^veld^ 
suffer most by the depredations of Bosjesmen, perhaps 
on account of their great distance from Uieir usual 
haunts in the Karree mountains, which prevafits the 
possibility of friendly communication; this ^uld, I 
conceive^ be the first point attended to. The situation 
chosen by Mr. Kicherer was found convenient, and the 
happiest effects^ were felt during the continuance of his 
institution, which was abandcmed for no cause but 
pecuniary difficulties. Should any objection arise to 
the reoceupying oi this i^t, the Bloom or Katel 
Fcffliteyn, at the distance of one or two days' journey 
east of it, might be chosen, and would, perhaps, be 
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6V6II preferable, as it is said to afford better water 
and pasturage. 

^* Mr. Kicberer, at whose disposal^ it seems, govern- 
ment bad left a large tract, situated betiveen the Riei 
aad Zak rivers, bad permitted an inhabitant, named 
Kri^er, to take this spot as a tenifx^rary residem^e, 
in Goasequence of his frigidly disposition towards the 
Boe^esmen. The next point deserving sdtention is 
Tarica. Tbe mountains east of that district are sa 
extensive, and so difl^cuH of access^ as to have ren^ 
dered them a favourable retreat of Bogesmen. Al- 
thragb, tfaKMsigb the enoouragament of govermnmt, 
mueh has of late been done ibere by the landdrost 
Baad the fanners, mueh remmns to be effected by a mis- 
sionary establishmait There are many suitable spots 
a few mifes east of Sdtiaap*kraal, among whk^h may 
be nieiitioned Haas Fonteyn and Besuidenfaout's jbaaL 

^^Th» middle of the northern boundaries is not 
mueh less worthy of notice thsun the extneRuties. The 
iahabitanfts of the Nieuweveld and the Ghoup are on. 
firlaidly t^ms with ibe few kraals ia the neighboui^ 
hood ; o«ie of which, oc^is^ng of nearly twenty families,; 
under the command of a 4M€i named Lessing^ I vimted, 
mih only my companion, Mr. Cowderoy, and two 
more persons. Hiis good understanding protods tiyB 
farm^n^ from ibe dej«?dations of these people, and 
from those of others more distant; but it does not 
secure the inhabitants of Zwartberg and the neighbours 
ii^ district frcmi thdt* s^ta^eks. 

^^ Tbere are several spots adapted for missions in 
lMs?€}aaitar. The most eligible would p^baps be aa 
abaadoaed place called 3ange Fonteyn ; one of Hie 
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sources of the Zak river; and fiirmerly the re^dence 
of a farmer named Cornelius Janson. 

^^ Should it be found expedient to mnkiply these 
tiseful establishments^ the Groot Fonteyn^ situated cm 
As^ part of the boundary nearest the Orange river; 
and Ae viciirity of Groot Tafelberg, west of the Sea- 
Cow river, are favourable points ; both from the ex- 
^llent pasturage and water which they afford, and 
from the neighbouiiiood of several kraals of Bo&* 

*^ This part of the cohmy^ although ihe most distant 
from &e capital, is in a iosore improving state than any 
tbatl have visited. The tracts stated in Mr. Barrow^ 
chart to have been deserted, on acoomit of -flie attbdos* 
of the Bosjesmen* Hottentots, are now entirely filled up, 
and the country is inhabited as far as the limks. Until 
the e^;2^:^hment of missions, the most efectod node 
of preventing the depredatioiis of ihe BosjesMcn seems 
to be the encouragemeid of the good will now gene* 
raHy prevailing towards them amongst the ialmbitants 
06 tiaie borders^ I stated, on a former ioeoasion, their 
great want of gunpowder ; the <|iiantity which they are 
patmti:ed to purchase from ike goveniiDM^ magaxine 
was increased abcmt that period; but it k still insiiffi* 
ckttt, and shoi^ be at least doubled for the inhafaitarits 
of Under Bokkevdd, Haaitam^theRo^peveld, Nieowe* 
vdd, the Ghoup, the Sneaiwbergen, Sea-GoW river, 
RMneearos Berg, and Tarka. 

'^The Bosjesmen often suffer extreme mkery; sel* 
doifl rdb but to satisfy their w^alrts; and afford the 
fahresthope of becoming, in time, nsdiil to tiieiiiselves 
ds^ to the cdony. Humility aiui pdiey» ^ai?dbre> 
comlnne to prompt the adoption of every measure that 

VouU. c 
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can tend to alleviate tbeir unhappy lot, and attach iktmi 
to Ihe settlers. 

*^Th© measure of my Lord Maeartney for supplying 
them with sheep, which I formerly noticed, seemed to 
have nothing' in view but to keep them quiet ; the eot- 
pense of these gifts falls entirely upon the inhabitants 
of the borders ; and the manner of distributing them 
must have created an opinion ihat they proceeded 
rather from fear than beneficence. 

" I think, however, that if the Missionary Institutions 
he not established in those parts of tbe frontiers where 
it may be judged most convenient to place th^n, some 
means should be had recourse to for supplying the 
wants of the Bosjesmen. I feel it my duty strongly to 
point out the necessity of some steps being immediately 
taken on this subjeot ; for if the missions are not sMn 
established, or other means found of subsisting those 
Bushmen who have kraals within, or near the boundary, 
and do not work for the inhabitants, the latter, at lengthy 
may becOTtie tired of their importunities; and by re- 
fusing to satisfy th^r demands, may be imposed to the 
unexpt^ted efi^ets of thar resentment. The least evil 
that can be looked for, is their returning to the moun* 
tains, and recommencmg their former predatory mode 
of life; wUch, indeed, I understand has he^ened 
lat^y with some of them. 

'• Notwithstanding the benefits* that tnay be expected 
from the ad(^tion of the proposed measures, I fear 
UttJt it will be a considerable time before the plan of 
engagbig the Bosjesmen to serve the inhabitants during 
regulated periods, can be convenieatiy adopted. Until 
lottg aeonstomed to the way of living of tiiie colonists, 
they leave them for some months every year to enjoy a 
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rs»dble> and eat locusts, wild rooti, and the Uxvm of 
ants. It would be impolitic, and indeed impbssibfo^ to 
ijompel tfaem at onoe to relinquish these habits; and it 
caa only be hoped^ that the exertions of the &rmens en 
the borders^ and die benefioenoe and justioe of a watch«- 
inl government^ may at length vanqiush these early 
ptopensities, and gnide^ to uaeM purposes, theexi^* 
cises of those talaits ^fnth whioh they have been 00 
liberally gifted by nature.*' 

The testimony of Colond QoUins should have the 
inoi« weight with a eertain dass of societjr, as he 
scruples not to state, in his report to government^ that 
he was influenced in recommending the estaUialunent 
of missions io the Bushmen^ from ^ir dvilising effbets 
only ; and that a concern for tke salvation of their souls 
had no place in his mind, nor any influenee on hia re* 
commendation. While he urges missions to be esta- 
blished among the Bushm^i> he advisee the abolition 
of Bethelsdorp^ and the dispersion of the Hottentots 
among the faraiers ; and at the same time w^ges govern* 
ment to allow no more misrions within the colony. 
His officer's zeal for missions among the Bushmen^ 
and the abolition of those in the ookmy, proceeds from 
the same prindple^ namely^ what be oonceives would 
be for tSie benefit of the farmers. The only reason he 
assigns for opposing missions within tiie limits is, tiiat 
he thinks it better for the fartoiers that the Hottentoti 
dhould be nxoong them, than that they should be at an 
institution ; and he actually proposes that the Bushmen, 
after being civilized at our institutions, should be dis- 
tributed among the farmers in a similar manner. 

The urgency with which Cdonel Ciottins advocates 

C2 
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Ae eJttferisioh'of missions to the Bashmen, and tfc?6 
&v(Mil'a!)le disposition of Lord Oaledon and Sir Jdhrt 
€!**adock> induced the London Missionary Sdciety to 
l^new ^ir attempts amongst them. The missidn iit 
Tov^rberg was o6mmenc3ed in 1814; that at Hephzi^ 
bah at' a subsequent period. Mr. Smithy a niksionarf 
^^^iiMied by our society^ was associated in this mii^bfli 
y^iih Jan Goedman, a native teacher. After a few 
months' trials the difficulties which occurred' at ite 
commencement were sufficient to induce Mf • Smith* to 
abandon the attempt^ and return to Graaff-'Reineti 
Goedman^ however, the native teacher, remained at the 
J^tion^ and the favourable change which took place 
^^t Ae departure of Mr. Smithy in the prospects of 
tiie mission, dissipated his aj^rehensions, and again 
recalied him to tlie sphere of labour which he had for* 
saken. 

' The missionary had arrived at Hephzibah but a 
short time, when a Bushman brought to him eight 
of his countrymen, with their wives and children* 
Nnmt^rous arrivals were regularly witnessed, so that 
the missionary found it expedient to see and conversd 
with such as wished to join the institution. Opptortu- 
tAty was thus obtained for ascertaining their numbers ; 
afid, in about a month from his first appearance in 
their coutitry, they amounted to no less than eight 
hnndred and eighty-seven, exclusive of children. In 
about eight days more, they received an addition of 
eighty-five, and the number continued to increase : but 
the missionary discontinued puttmg down the names of 
the new comers, and he knew of none who left him. 
The BiiAmen generally went out to invite others of 
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their nation to jom them, and when they soeeeededf 
the individoajis were introduced to the missionary Mmdp 
^(ler staying a few days at the institution, usndiy 
returaedt to bring their fSsunilies with thevu The 
Buskqen belongmg to the two stations^ at this period^ 
miight amount to £d)out seventeen hundred* The pro-, 
gress they made at both was rapid, consideriiig tbeii 
t^ieiy w^e wholly unaccustomed to manual labour> and 
without any idea of agriculture. 

3hordy afler the commencement of the mission at 
Hephzibab, the people (the missionary states) oultir 
vated upwards of two English acres with spades ; aod^ 
had spades been suflSciently numinous, there can bo 
little doujbt that they would have done more. After tbis» 
they made s^arate gardens, and would on no occasion 
leave the institution, except when they w^ to hunt, ' 
or dig roots, and then they generally returned in tima 
to attend divine service in the ev^iiog. Tliey said 
they would no longer be Bushmen, but live aa other 
people ; in proof of which, a few separated themselves 
froip the rest, and jointly built a long house, on posts; 
fyx their mutual accommodation* 

Dpring the continuance of these institutions among 
Ihe Bushmen, they committed no depredations ia 
til^ colony or anywhere else. One of them, on OiQ^ 
oocasicHi, remarked to a missionary, that befocei 
ijipy heard the gospel, they had several times stoleof 
(lattle from the Corannas, but declared they would 
ii> so no more; that they now detested stealipg^ 
particularly as means were put into their haxid^ 
where% ibey might support themselves; and the mi^ 
$ionajy adds^ in a letter in my possession, that h^d the 
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institution been continued^ as far as civilization is con*- 
oeraed^ a better race of men could not, perhaps^ have 
been found* 

The affect, indeedi was as surprising as it was novel, 
and humanity must have rejoiced at the marks of com- 
fort and improvement attested by those Bushmen vil* 
lages» in a countiy which had never before yielded to 
ihe plough or the spade. 
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Abolition of the Bushman misiions hy the Colonid OoTcrnmeQt**- 
Tefttiinoni«s of their beneficial effects.— Appearance of Tover* 
berg, when visited by the author. — Motives of the colonists in 
conspiring against these missions.*— A Commando, to extirpate 
the Bushmen, recommended by the Commission of Circuit, in 
1816.— Continuance of this bloody systenu 

Wittt such flattering prospects before us, and after 
the testimony of Colonel Collins, in favour of missions, 
and the strenuous manner in which he urges their 
establishment upon the colonial government^ for the 
civilization oi the Bushmen, and the benefit of the 
farmers, my readers will be quite unprepared to hear 
that, on the arrival of the deputation of the London 
Missionary Society in South Afirica, we found these 
Bushman missions abolished, and the missionaries 
recalled within the limits of the colony. 

In 1816, when Mr. Comer went to GraaflP-Reinet, 
to have his child baptized, the landdrost informed 
him of the feelings entertcdned by the colonists towards 
his institution i and desired him to wait the arrival of 
the governor. Lord Charles Somerset, who would be 
there in a few days ; intimating, at the same time, 
that it was not probable he would be permitted to 
return. 

His Excellency, on seeing him, expressed his sorrow 
that he was under obligation to recall him within the 
limits of the colony, as these institutions, in the Bush- 
man and the Griqua countries, were detrimental to the 
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coLopy. Wl^en p^nnisdQii was required dMtih6.M^;Ui 
be allowed to retura to his ^tion> lor only a tittitedL 
timej the governpr refused it, observing^ ihat if it 
was wanted^ he must write to the govemmettt m Eng^ 
land, as it was beyond his power to grant it. The. 
governor asked him why he did not teach the Hotten-^ 
tois within the colony » and make good subjects of: 
tliem : to which it was answered, that there were akeady 
several missionaries within the colony ; and his m* ■ 
stnictions from tjie society were to a different effect 
The governor wished him to itinerate among the farm- 
ers, staying eight or ten days at ea^h place^ and in^ 
structing their slaves ; in which case, he would find the 
governmemt favourable to hin^ Particular spots were : 
pointed out to him, but he was expressly forbidden to 
form an institution similar to those then in existence. 

After haying given full detaila.ftf^t he c onversation 
which took place at this intervTeV, in wiiicii noIKihg Ts 
alleged that afforded the shadow of a pretext for ike 
measures now resorted to against those interesting 
missions^ Mi"^ Corner states, in a docmnent now before 
me, that the governor desired the landdrost to fiimish 
him with a written order, requiring him to remove from 
Hephzibah, and to settle within the colony. *^The 
first intimatroD,'* he adds, "that I received of the in- 
tention of government to abolish the infant instituttion 
of Hephzibah J reached nie before my visit, to Graaff- 
Reinet, Tins intimation was communicated to me by 
Mr. Smith of Toverberg. He gave me no particulars ; 
he merely stated that some misunderstaiidiiigs had 
taken place between 1 dm and the surrounding formers 
about Bushmen children ; that the Field-<^omiet Vander- 
walt was against tlie mission, and had reported of it un- 



intl6R MHEFtCIAL EWtcr^. 25 

faimmsiAytd tke laiidclfost ; that his apprehendoB was^ 
littt ddstructioii tiireatened bis mission ; and that, if it 
vtBS putvdowiij Hepbzibah would not be spared. After 
resmiiog « written order from the government, pro- 
hiblQng «y return to occupy that station, I received k 
wixttMi. erder also for Mr. Smith, requiring him to leave 
Ks mission and return to the colony.'" 

. TbU tuixsmfh of injustice and oppression has never 
ceaised to be lamented by the humane and religious 
part of the colonists themselves, as will be seen by the 
feUoMdng extracts from letters which have been received 
on this sub}e6t4 An individual, who was present at the 
commencement of those stations, and who had enjoyed 
favourable opportunities of marking their progress in 
knowledge and civilization, writes (in a letter, dated in 
1820) as foUoWs :— 

^^ Where any attempts have been made with (he 
Bushmen, the results have been most fevourable. The 
s^ition at Toverberg had not been long established, 
wheu a great improvement became visiMe. "VVhen the 
in^tibkion was abolished, numbers were learning to 
read ; some 4rf them had become decidedly^ pious ; and 
aU began to put their hands to labour, and cquld 
hmidle pretty well the spade and sickle^ &c. Although 
deprived of their teacher, they still keep up the forms 
of retigiBn ; and meet tc^ether to edify each other. 

^^ The civilizing effects of Mr. Comer s labours at 
H^hzibah were still more striking. From the first 
d£ty,ii)f their assemUing togetiber, they commenced 
mtikiHg liffge gardens, and raised quantities of Indian 
c(^m> .pumpkins^ water-melons, beans^ &c. A savage 
Budbmanr captain, at Kramer s fountain, has become an 
indiwtridasniatt^ having a corn-field, and a large gar- 
den of his own. He was considered^ and acknow- 
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ledges IttMielf to have been ike moM deprnved of \Ai 
race in that part of tibe country ; but 1^ ha8> fw the lasl 
three years> conduoted himself in the most prudent way 
possible^ and is a wonder to himsdf and oth^ti ; he 
Attends the means of instruction^ and is obsetvedto bo 
steady in the use of private prayer. 

*^ It is very distressing to see the ground the Bush* 
men cultivated, now in possession of the farmers. I 
am sorry to say, that if the preset system is continued, 
the Bui^men must either be driven from the country 
they now inhabit, or become slaves to the farmers* A 
great part of the land, containing springs, in tl^ Bush* 
man country, between the colony and the Orai^ 
river, is now converted into gracing places for ttia 
farmers' cattle. The farmer, when hunting in the 
Bushman country, comes to a good place, having a 
fountain of water ; he puts up his beacon ; nends his 
cattk there ; and claims it as his own. The evils 
arising out of this practice are many and great. When 
the Bushmen have all their game killed, and their 
fountains taken from them, they must be slaves or 
starve, or be driven to desperation. The fear of having 
their abuses represented to government is no doubt t^ 
the bottom of the opposition which has been shown to 
the missions in the Bushman country. But while I 
state these thmgs, it is but justice to say, that many of 
the farmers in the GraaflF-Rdnet district show a dif- 
ferent spirit ; they manifest great sorrow on account of 
the abolition of the missions there ; and wish them to 
be missionary stations again. I must say that the op- 
position whidi led to ihe destruction of tiiose missions 
did not proceed from the farmers in their neighbour- 
hood, but from fwmers at a distance.*' 

1E)m foUowiag esdtad m &om a letter^ dated in 



l&^, horn the Rev^ A. Faure^ the res|^eetaUe colo^ 
fiial dergyman already mentioned, and who was then 
minbtor (^ the district chnrdi at Oraaff^Reinet It is 
desemng of notice^ tiuit this letter was written after 
irisiting the sitas of those missionary stations, and 
between five and six years after the abolition of the 
misflions. Five or inx years afi^ those poor Bushmen 
had been robbed of their teachers, we have it on the 
authority of this respectable clergyman, who had no 
interest to serein giving his testimony, that the effects 
of the missionaries' laboars among the natives was so 
visible and striking, as to make it matter of deep re^ 
gret to every lover of mankind^ that the colonial 
government should have ever issued an ordw for the 
recall of the missionaries. 

^* I visited/' says Mr. Faure, '^ the spot lately occu^ 
pied by Mr. Smith. Here I found a beautiful garden^ 
an excellent vineyard, fine wheat, &c., &c. Some of 
the Bushmen, whom Mr. Smith baptized, had acquired 
very rational ideas of the principles of the Chiistiaa 
religion ; and appeared to feel its constraining influ- 
ence in tiieir habitual conduct. They were zealous in 
trying to convey the same inestimable blessings to 
their unhappy countiymen, who live without Grod, and 
withoirt hope in the world. It was dd%htful to hear 
the cfaiMren sing the praises of Jehovah, and to witness 
the progress they have made in spelling and reading. 
These facts, which have come under ray own observa^ 
tion, prove that the conversion of this race of immortal 
beings is not impossible. It is indeed lamentable that 
these missions should be relinquished ; and it would be 
most desirable that means slK)uld again be employed 
for their re-establiiAment.*' 
: In 182% Mr. Comer, the individual who OMiBBulaced 
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spd xxx^^iuued the institution at Hephzihah tUlit M'as 
abolished, writes as follows: — < . ; . . , 
^^ When the institution was put down^ it occa^fiowel 
much grief to the Bushmen ; and it continued to b^a 
source of regret to them, as far as I can learn from,/ the 
diflfereint messages which they have from time to -iimte 
sent me. They continued on the spot waiting for a 
missionary. Two or three months ago many of tbem. 
wQre still there, looking for the arrival of a teadber^. 
The first two or three years after the iiK^tution was 
put down they continued to make gardens ; in pmof <rf 
which, it may be stated, that when one of the misaioi** 
aries' waggons came past them from Lattakoo, they 
gave the people in charge of the waggon, vegetables>« 
water-mejons, and tobacco */' 

* Mr. Thompson, passing through this country, in 1823, describes 
a kr^al of Bushmen residing near Vanderwalt's, who were, in fact, 
pirt of thCN^e who had belonged to Hephzibah ; but who, in returning 
to be dependents ot) the boors, had sunk back to barbarism and 
destlti^tion* - ■ i 

. •* Understanding that a kraal, or horde of Bushmei)^ wa^ plose 
by,' the inhabitants of which were partly in the service of the colp- 
nists, 1 sfet dffwith some of the boors to visit them. A set of 
beiags io more miserable plight I could scarcely have conceived j 
they were nearly destitute of any sort of clothings crouching 'td-^ - 
gether under a few thorn-bushes, which formed but a poor; defiettee' ; 
from tlie chill night-blast. - , 

^* These poor creatures subsist chiefly upon certain wild bulbs 
wWch growin thfe plains, and also upon locusts, white ants, and 
other injects. The bulbs and ants they dig up by wieans of a hard-' 
pointed stipjc, with a pieee of stone filled on its bead togti^it^suft; 
ficient impetus. Living on friendly term? with the. bqor^j, >i»d^: 
doing little services occasionally, they also come in for the pffpls of 
the cattle killed for food, and of wild game which their patrons, 
soBietimes shoot for them. This niiserable fare, with a supply of " 
tob^poo^ apd aibwr ehedp dtine, fsailaified all the wfahtA of th^feii' ag- 
graded beings.'* 
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' Dilrinfg* ttiy journey into the interior in 1825^ I 
visited Toverberg. The following extract of a letter, 
Written upon the site of the institution^ dated August 
14y 1825, expresses the feelings I then experienced : — 
^* Wfe are this day encamped on what was the site of 
Mn Siffltii's institution (Toverberg) ; and it would melt 
^or heart, and draw tears from your eyes, to compare 
the {Promises once given by that institution with the 
present state of the country, and to hear how fervently 
the Hottentots are now praying that God may again 
ass^mbte ihat Scattered people, and pour out his spirit 
upon^ them in this place. When Toverberg institution 
was put down, it was beyond the limits of the colony ; — 
bat ike country is now peopled with farmers to the 
Great River, several days jouniey beyond it! We need 
not search further for the causes which led to that 
measure. The country was to be given out to the 
colonists, and it must be cleared of Bushmen, as if 
they had been so many wild beasts ; and thi& could not 
have been done under the eye of a missionary station. 

^^*^ On our journey to this place, we have met with 
several of the Bush^ien who were with Smith ; they 
still talk of the mission, complain bitteriy of its de^ 
stcoctAQn ; and their withered and miserable counte- 
nances actually lighted up with a momentary joy, when 
we hinted that there was a probability that the mission 
might be renewed at that place. Could I transport 
tb^<fHen4s of humanity, not to say the fnous only, to 
this- c(Mmlry, and show them fee situation of the poor 
B^sshmen, they would forget they had ever seen human 
misery before ; and, overwhelmed by the speckle in 
tl^^ir,imipediate view,.be in danger of forj^etting fora 
m«pga*fej<hatrtheBewere<ritoer ol^^^ 
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who might have claims upon their compassion. Should 
Great Britain suffer the present system to proceed^ wiA 
what consistency will she retain upon her statute-books 
the law that denounces the foreign slave trade as piracy^ 
or condemn France and Portugal for the share they 
still take in that infamous traffic ? If we accuse the 
nations of the continent on this score, may they not 
justly retort upon us the present condition of tiiis 
colony ? I hope the time is not far distant when the 
inhaHiants of the rocks shall sing, and when the pro- 
sciibed Bushmen^ whose dwelling is in the rodcs^ and 
who are now as much afraid of the face of a white man 
as of a lion^ shall leave their fastnesses, and, in Hie 
mountain of God's holiness, in perfect security shout 
for joy I" 

Little more than three years had elapsed from the 
time Mr. Faure visited this place^ but a very great 
change bad taken place in that short period. The 
houses formerly possessed by the missionaries were 
now occupied by a boor, and a freed slave, and their 
families ; the lands brought into a staite of cultivation 
by the Bushmen were now cultivated by other hands ; 
not a single Bushman remained on the spot, and the 
ground^ which they had cultivated as gardens, was 
turned into corn-lands. 

The population of the colony had long been extend- 
ing, and had occupied most of the fertile spots within 
the limits. In particular, they pressed upon the north- 
east frontier, beyond which these missions were situ- 
ated, and wfaidi was among the most favourable parts 
of tiie country. 

The sovereign pleasure of the oattle-boors, on the 
Bushman frontier^ is a range of pai^ure^land, vAith 
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alWws their oattle to wander without ooming into aoo- 
tact with tiieir neighbours ; a chase so extensive^ as to 
^able them to supply their families with garae> that it 
may not be necessary to diminish timr herds whidi 
are int^oided for the maricet ; and a situation where they 
e$B exerdse an unlimited control over the Hottentotei 
and Bushmen. As they have no market for their agii- 
cultural produce^ they neither plough nor sow nore 
than is required for their families ; and as they allow no 
bread to their Bushmen^ very little is sufficbst. As 
tibeir flocks and herds are very extensive^ amouftting 
frequently fSrom five thousand to seven thousand, in* 
eluding homed cattle^ sheep^ and goats^ it becomes 
necessary for them, in those parched parts of the 
country, to move constantly in search of pasturage. 
For two-thirds of the year, they are consequently fi^m 
home, living in waggons, like the ancient Scythians. 
Having a large tract of country open to them, with 
none to dispute their use of it, they soon become so 
impatient of restraint, in this respect, that they will 
keep at the distance of many miles from other cattle- 
boors» rather than have any to contest a point with 
them ; and a Bushman, who may have settled upon a 
spot which they wish for, they instantly seize or drive 
away. 

Tb^ frontier boors never think of dividing their ex- 
tensive domams among their children, while they can 
find beycmd them fountains unoccupied by colonists ; 
and looking upon the Bushmen as an inferior race> and 
viewing it as an act of injustice that one or any of them 
should possess what a ^^ Christian man" is in want of, 
they coHsideir themselves as having the most imdisputed 
li^t to their fountains and their persons. Destitute of 



dS lirmvBS of the coLomsM 

d^ves, their wirole depetidenoe for servants is upotftl^ 
Bashmen and their families ; and the disposition which 
prompts them to increase the number of their fe.rms> t# 
provide separate estabMiments for each of their dhil- 
dren, renders it equally necessary^ to enable them t& 
attend their herds and cultivate their lands^ to enslave 
the inhabitants ; or to seize the pe^le beyond the 
b(Hindeu*ies of the cdony , in order to reduce them to that 
ccmdition. 

From tiie necessities of the Bushmen^ or by means of 
deception^ it was not found tlifficult to accomplish theif 
object before the establishment of the missionary insti-' 
tntions ; but the checks imposed by the presence of the 
missionaries on their injustice and oppressions, made 
the farmers regard them with an evil eye, and they 
determined to use means to get rid of them. A' 
pretext, under such circumstances, could not long be 
wanting. Some differences arose, between Mr. Smitfi 
of Toverberg and the neighbouring farmers, respecting 
the seizure of some Bushmen children belonging to the • 
institution ; and this being reported to the local autho- 
rkies, supplied the occasion which was wanted to sup- 
press that mission. Had Mr. Smith's conduct been 
exceptionable, that was no reason for abolishing the 
mission : another missionary might have been found to 
have occupied his place ; but, to show that no crimi- 
natory matter could be brought forward against him, to 
justify this severe measure against the mission, it is 
necessary only to state, that, on his return to the co- 
lony, he was taken into the pay of government as a 
missionary, and that he continues to this time in its 
service, and under its patronage. * 

Ihe missions being suppressed, the way was now 
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nm open to the work of oppression, slavery^ and ex- 
termination ; and it has been carried on ever sioce oa 
a large seale» 

While the missionaries were employed in effacing 
firom the minds of the savs^^ their impressions of past 
iiycories^ instiUing into their hearts the peaceful spirit 
and precepts oi the Gospel, teaching them the arts of 
luvilized life, and exerting all their influence to prevent 
fliem from making war upon each other, or upon the 
Gcdony^ their presence among those savage iribes se- 
cured them against the dreadful consequences resulting 
from the commando system. 

The poor Namaquas^ Corannas^ and Bushmen 
qpeak witii petrifying horror of the bloody massacres 
which were frequently taking place previous to the mis- 
s^naries coming among them. It frequently happened 
that a whole kraal was taken by surprise^ the cattle 
all captured, and the women and children carried off 
to be ^ves to the murderers of thdr husbands and 
fathers; while scarcely an individual escaped to tell 
the neighbourinig tribes of the destruction of his kraal. 
The missions were almost the only checks to these 
Woody proceedings ; the commandants knew that they 
coidd not carry on those commandoes^ take possession 
of the Bushman country^ and reduce the people to 
slavery, while their conduct was open to the obser- 
vati(m of the misdonaries ; and the first step necessary 
to enable them to revive the old system^ in its full 
extent^ and get possession of the Bushmen and their 
country, was, to get rid of missionary institutions. 
With such objects in view^ it was not to be sup- 
posed that pretexts would be wanting ; and the rea- 
soi;^ assign^ for carrying this point will be seen 
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in tibe Receding letters^ and the statesMsot c^ Mr. 
Corner* 

The abettors of slavery in the West Indies assert, 
that the state of things has been so thoroughly altered, 
that the testimony of Messrs. Stephen and Macnnlay, 
who resided there about twenty yesu^ ago» and who 
were living witnesses of its enormities, is, from tiieir 
long absence, wholly invalidated. The same style of 
reasoning has been employed respecting South AfHea, 
Barrow saw and fully admitted the atrocities perpe^ 
trated under the Dutch government, though he ascribed 
them exclusively to the cruelty of the boors, who, from 
the alleged weakness of the government, and their 
distance from all efficient authority, acted in a great 
measure acooixiing to their own good pleasure. Since 
Ids publication, when the conduct of the boors has 
been impugned, the Quarterly Review declares^ that 
they are not now what they were a quarter of a century 
ago. When Barrow travelled among them, he was the 
first Englishman they had seen. He visited th^n in 
an official character, and then they were in a state of 
rebellion against the gov^nment, and equally without 
religious instruction and legal restraint. Since that 
time, however, many English regiments have been 
among them ; they have fought against the common 
^emy, theCafifers; churches have been erected, and 
ministers appointed to perform divine service ; a com- 
mission of the members of the Court of Justice make 
an annual circuit; and the colcmii^ are therefore, it is 
presumed, become good and loyal subjects. 

Consideiing the period the Cape has been in the 
]iands of the English^ whose administration has cer- 
tainly been exempt frcnn the chai^ of weiJuesd^ it 



m^ht imturally hare bew imagioed that the atttged 
change had taken place. But at the very time that 
these assertions were made and believed in England, 
wd its inhabitants were flattering themselves iu tlia 
belief of our superior humanity — at that very time^ the 
systaxi which rendered the Dutch name so infamous 
was carrying on^ in all its horrors^ under the English 
goveram^it. Impatient to obtain undisturbed posses* 
lion of the Bushman oountry, and tired of the slow 
method of exterminating the natives by commandoes 
^ boors^ under the fieldrcomets, a plan was devised to 
employ the Cape regiment^ and ttie British soldi^ 
&en cm the frontiers of tihe colony^ in this work oi 
death. 

In 1816, while the C(»nmissioners of Circuit were at 
Cradock^ very strong complaints were made to thon 
gentlemen respecting the depredations said to have 
been ccmnmitted by the Bui^unen and Cafiers. The 
fiald-comet Van Wyk stated^ that, by those depreda* 
tions^ the loi^es sustained by the colonists, in sheep 
and catile stolen^ amounted to the sum of fifty thou* 
sand rix-dollars ; and that neither himself nor his land* 
drost had power to raise a commando^ and to go in 
pursuit of the thieves ; and that, owing to these depre* 
dations^ and that want of power to redress them^ the 
residents of the district were threatening to o^lect 
their property tc^ether, and retire into tiie interior of 
the colony. 

Without inquiring into the truth of these statements^ 
the Commission of Circuit appear to have given implicit 
credit io the whole story: fOT^ when they anived at 
Uiteohage, on their way to Cape Town^ they wrote a 
letter to the colonial govenunent^ containing the m< 
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presentation made to them by Mr. Van Wyk, the local 
authorities, and the boors of the district. This letter 
was dated Nov. 12^ 1816. Cradock wa^ then a de- 
puty-drostdy, under the landdrost of Graaff-Reinet ; 
and the Governor, immediately on the receipt of the 
letter from the Commissioners of Circuit, wrote offi- 
cially to the landdrost of Graaff-Reinet, expressing a 
considerable degree of surprise that such important 
information should have reached the colonial office in a 
circuitous way, and, at the same time, ordering him 
to muster a commando, to be composed of all the ipili- 
tary on the frontiers, to punish the aggressors. He 
was instructed to correspond with Colonel Cuyler on 
the subject, who was then commandant on the CaflFer 
frontier ; and that officer was ordered to furnish all the 
disposable force in his district. 

Had such a commando gone against the Bushmen^ 
at that period, they would have probably killed and 
taken prisoners the whole of that ill-fated race^ from 
the old limits of the colony to the Orange river; 
but landdrost Stockenstrom called for the facts respect: 
ing the asserted depredations, and finding they could 
not be produced, he wrote a letter to Colonel Cuyler, 
dated 10th January, 1817, denying the necessity of th^e 
measure, and declining the assistance offered for the 
execution of the bloody work. 

Though the system thus received a monientary check, 
it soon proceeded with its usual regularity, and there 
appears no district from which commandoes were sub- 
sequently more frequently ordered than from Cradock. 
In corroboration of this statement, I shall content 
^myself with giving a few extracts, out of many which I 
might produce, from letters addressed to me by gen- 
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tlemen of the first respectability in the colony. One 
gentleman writes me^ in a letter, dated from Beaufort, 
in 1S21, that the commando system still continues : — 
^^ There have been," he says, ^* two commandoes 
from this district against the poor Bushmen, within 
these few weeks. I have had several conversations 
with individuals who have been engaged on these 
expeditions, and they talk of shooting Bushmen with 
the same feelings as if the poor creatures were wild 
beasts.** 

Another gentleman, in the service of government, 
and possessed of accurate information, in a letter dated 
Graaff-Reinet, 1822, writes to me as follows: — ^' The 
Bushman country, to the Orange river, is now, I may 
say, entirely in possession of the colonists. The land pos- 
sessing springs of water has been measured, and given 
to them in perpetual quit-rent, without reserving any 
thing for the poor natives. Should a Bushman, de- 
prived of his game, and the means of subsistence, by 
the encroachment of the farmers, happen to steal a 
sheep to keep himself or his family from starving, if 
apprehended and taken alive, he is publicly flogged 
under the scaffold, branded with a hot iron, put in 
ii^ons, and condemned to hard labour. 

^^ The poor Bushman may, indeed, say ^ All the game 
in my country is killed by the farmers, or what they 
have not killed, they have driven away ; their flocks 
are now feeding, where the herds of game on which 
we fprmerly fed used to graze ; and, if we take a lamb, 
or a few sheep of these white men, they tie our hands, 
flog us, load our feet with irons, and put us to death ! * 

*^ I have examined the documents from which you 
h'^ve translated and transcribed the testimonies, which 
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show the treatment the Bushmen received from 1774 
to 1795, and can vouch for their correctness. I have 
no hesitation in saying that I am fiilly satisfied, that, 
were the records of Tulbagh, now Worcester, and 
those of GraafF-Reinet, Beaufort, and Cradock exa- 
mined, you might find details equally shocking, dowR 
to 1822, 

*^ While England boasts of her humanity, and re- 
presents the Dutch as brutes and monsters, for their 
conduct towards the Hottentots and Bushmen, a narrow 
inspection into the proceedings which have taken place 
during the last two or three years, will bring to light a 
system, taken altogether, perhaps exceeding in cruelty 
any thing recorded in the facts you have collected:, re- 
specting the atrocities committed under the Dutch 
government." 
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CHAPTER III. 

ExclamatioB of a Busbman on going to be executed. — Descriptioa 
of the State of the Bushmen in 1823. — Mr. George Thomson's 
Account of the Commando system, — ^Feelings of the Colonists on 
this point. — Comparative Humanity of the Dutch and English 
Governments. — ^Present Condition of the Bushmen.^-Interview 
with Uitfaaalder, the Bushman Chief. — His Memorial. 

The clergyman of the district of Graaff-Reinet stated 
to me, that, in 1819, when he was called, in the ex- 
ercise of his duty, to attend at the execution of a 
Bushman, who was condemned on the charge of having 
been accessary to the slaughter of a slave belonging to 
a frontier boor, the poor creature was so ignorant of 
my fiiend's character, and so incapable of appreciating 
the intention of his visit, that, on his first introduction 
to him, he accosted him in the following terms :— ^^ I 
knew you would kill me, you murderer! my father 
always told me to beware of the white men, for 
they would kill me, and I see he has spoken the 
truth!'* 

The following is an extract of a letter from S. Bailey, 
Esq., a most respectable medical gentleman, residing 
in Cape Town, dated 5th December, 1822 : — 

•^ An old Hottentot, from Hantam, named Whit- 
booy, formerly a servant of Mr. Van Reenen's, my 
father-in-law, called upon him a few days ago, when, 
after a few questions, Mr. Van Reenen asked him how 
the crops were looking in that country : he said ho 
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Ip^wmotbing of the matter, havipg just rcftoFnedfi^iq 
tjie Pushmaii coijntry, where he had I^epa froxa.^u^y 
Ipsip, with the coinmando under, the cpmflfiand; of thpi 
5eld-cpmet,( Van der Merwe ; and addedj that they had 
^ijled . thirty men and eighteen children, their p^'dfrs; 
being thivt ihey were not to make any prisonerSf, I; 
l^^d pv^bsequently an opportunity of having this r^por( 
q^rmed by a youpg Afric?in farmer, who had b^u, 
\v:ith the pame commando ; and he further informed 
rjf^p tm another compaandq was on the point of leaving 
Hantam, with the hopes of making peace with^ those 
uf^fprtunate Bushmen who had escaped the former 
90ff)pian(ip,;' . . . , 

, /J^h€? fpUowing extract J3 from a letter of a respect-, 
able merchant^ residing in Cape Town, written after, 
a jommey across the Bushman oountiy, and dat^d 2^nd 
^9\Sy. 1S23[ :— r^^ You are desirous of. being made ac- 
qi:(^nted. !with the i^te of the Bushmen, and informed 
ofi^^igfy pfirticulars, that 1 ipight pick up relative to the^ 
whfyppy CTeatvu:es, It is with, pain that I have to oh* 
S^rye^^ thf^ t^l? oonfimando i^ystem is still carried on \ct 
a .jgjceati ^eflt, and. to the d^sstructiqu annually ^of a^ 
great many of our. fellow-creatures. It §eems to me as 
iJC t^ boor^ considered it a meritorious deed to destroy 
t^nj;, likei the wild beasts of the desert. No dojibj; thQ 
bpp^-s pre at this riioment much plagued by the Bush- 
mj9f ; jbut, who were the first aggressors? Whp 
robbed them of their country? Who drove them 
from their native haunts? The very pet^le who now 
continue to extirpate the race. If we have taken 
the country from them, it is but justice that we do 
iSPOfeihiog la way of remuneration, and endeavour to 
alleviate their miserable conditk>nr a conditieii. lit^l^ 
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rtBoife ^at of the wiH bitostB, The boorslii the Tarfal 
at^^Veiry ftequehtljr out 6n commandoes, and speak of 
fciAln^ Bdshmen as a matter of coarse. I understand 
ik^i upwards of one hundred Bushmen were destroyed 
last J^r by these commandoes, m the district of 

(SradtKjk alone t Ais feet is stated to me by Mr. , 

a person in- the goveimnent en^loy, and who, of 
c3*Htirse, does not wish his name to be mentioned. On 
i^&n6us other parts of the frontiers, the system of de- 
siroying[ these p6or creMures is carried oh in the sanie 
manner. 

*^0n my passing Beaufort, I learned that a com- 
mando had lately returned from an expedition dgainst 
the Bushiliaen ; and fliree boors, who brought me across 
th6 Gamka, told me they had been on this commando, 
and that there were shot twenty-six men, two women, 
arid two children. By such measures, the race is fSasl 
approadhing annihilation : these miserable creatures now 
fly to the secret recesses of tlie mountains or thickets, 
from whence they emerge only at the tails rf hunger 
Tlie Bushmen, ^hen taken, are distributed among the 
bodrs for a term of years, acA^rding to theit- age; 
<3iiltfren, I believe, serve twenty years*." 
' III addition to the preceding statements, I beg leave 
ta Subjoin at few extracts from a book of travefe in 
South Africa, lately published by Mr. George Them- 
is, a respectable English merchant at the Cape. The 

//f.JFrom ihi^, comiei^ioB of same of the writers of the preceding 
e;^t^^ai9ts with, govemment, I have thov^ht it advisable not to publish 
their nam^s ; but it deserves to be mentioned, to the honour of 
human nature, that if the publication of their names is necessary 
tb th!^ gfd6d'of the cause, I' am auHi^rised, Without regard of what 
t^^itiay. mSltr fbrtb^ir hoiieatyi to mi(ke tbeir names known,. 
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travels of this gpentleman, in the country dT the Bodi-* 
meQ> are of a very recent date ; and the weU-known 
integrity of his character is a sufficient voucher for all 
&e statements he gives^ which rest on his own personal 
observation : — 

^^ The Bushmen on this frontier/' he observes^ 
^^ whatever may have been their original condition^ are 
now entirely destitute of cattle^ or property of any de- 
scription; and^ now that the larger game has been 
almost entirely destroyed, or driven out of their country^ 
by the guns of the boors and bastaards^ they are re^ 
duced toihe most wretched shifts to obtain a precarious 
subsistence^ living chiefly on wild roots, locusts, and 
the larvae of insects. The wandering hordes of this 
people are scattered over a territory of very wide ex* 
tent, but of so barren and arid a character^ that by far 
the greater portion of it is not permanently habitable 
by luiy class of human beings. 

^^ Even as it is^ the colonists are continually pressing 
in upon their limits, wherever a fountain^ or even a 
temporary pool of water is to be found. Had this ter- 
ritory been of a character less desdate and inhospitably 
there can be little question that it would have been 
long ago occupied by the Christians. They are conti- 
nually soliciting from the government fresh grants 
beycod the nominal boundary; and are, at present, 
very urgent to obtain possession of a tract lying be- 
tween the Zak and Hartebeest rivers. 

*^ Commandant Nel informed me, that, within the 
last thirty-two years, he had been upon thirty com- 
mandoes against the Bushmen, in which gres^ num- 
bers had been shot, and their children carried into the 
coloiiyf pn one of these ^tpeditions, not less than 
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two hundred Bnshmen had been destroyed. In justifr 
caticm of this barbarous system, he narrated many 
dreadful stories of atrocities committed by the Bushmett 
upon the colonists, which, together with the continual 
depredations committed upon their property, had often 
called down upon them the fiill weight of vengeance. 
Such has been and, to a great extent, still is, the horrible 
warfare existing between the Christians and the natives 
of the northern frontier, and by which the process of 
extermination is still proceeding against the latter, in 
the same style as in the days of Barrow. 

•' It struck me as a strange and melancholy trait of 
human nature, that this field-commandant, in many 
other points a meritorious, benevolent, and clear* 
sighted man, seemed to be perfectly unconscious that 
any part of his own proceedings, or those of his conn-» 
trymen, in their wars with the Bushmen, could awaken 
any abhorrence. The massacre of many hundreds 
of these miserable creatures, and the carrying away 
their children into bondage, seemed to be considered^ 
by him and his companions, as things perfectly lawfiil, 
just, and necessary ; and as meritorious service done 
to the public, of which they had no more cause to be 
ashamed, than a brave soldier at having distinguished 
himself against the enemies of his country ; while, on 
the contrary, he spoke with detestation of flie callous- 
ness of the Bushmen, in the commission of robbery 
and murder upon the ^ Christians :' not seeming to be 
aware, that the treatment these wretched tribes had for 
ages received from the Christians, might, in their ap- 
prehensions, justify every excess of malice and revenge 
that they were able to perpetrate. 

^^ The hereditary sentiments of animosdty, aftd the 
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dfeep^rdoted contemptuous prejodices, wKich had bifhded 
NePs judgment, and seared his better feelijigs on thfe 
point, did iiot^ however^ operate to prevent him judg**- 
hig properly in a neutral case.** 

In ^eply to the charges exhibited by the boors ^igainst 
the Bushmen^ to justify their sanguinary commandoes, 
ii is^ perhaps, sufficient to state, that the only clSass (>f 
people, iri the colony of the Cape of Good Hope, *who 
of late years have been making money, are the catde-' 
boors in the Bushman country. Passing a farm-house, 
in the neighbourhood of Genadendal, in 18^25, this 
farmer talked of selling his slaves and his farm, with 
the iiilentioh of going to reside iri the Bushman country; 
Being asked his reason for that determination, he re- 
plied, that he had property ; but that, in his present 
situation, he had no prospect of being able to improve 
it; that the interest which he would receive for the 
money he might obtain by the sale of his farm and 
slaves, would be more than the return he now had by- 
the pi^oduce of his farm; and that, as he could g^ 
Bdshmeri, and other natives, for nothing in the Bush- 
man codntry, he might, in those circumstances, very so6rt 
acquire a Considerable property from a trifling stock; 
while the principal part of his stock, now sunk iri his 
farrii and slaves, migfht be bringing him a large return;^ 

Iri my late journey through the district of Beaufort, 
I sperit some hours at the house of a farmer. WheA 
this man married twenty-twO years before, he resided in 
the parish of Tulbagh, and he had no property of his 
own, arid he received none with his wife. Iri these cit*- 
cumstances, they hired themselves ont to a farmer for 
two years, arid with the wages they received in that 
period, they purchased thenaselves a few^ necessdry^ 
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artidets* and in company with a fewindividuak as 
i^ndarly provided, as themselves, they proceeded ta 
ijie Bushman country, where they had remained iSi I 
saw them there. We agreed very well till I spoke ia 
a feeling manner of the situation of the Bushmen ; but 
the moment I spoke of them as objects of pity, my 
l|ost was thrown into a violent passion ; pronounced 
them an accursed race ; gnashed with his teeth ; as^, 
serted that they had robbed him of above three thou- 
sand j$heep ; and leaping from his chair^ showed me: 
the marie of a wound in his side which he had received 
from a Bushman. This man, who came into the Bosh* 
man country without property, was now in possession 
of seven thousand sheep and goats, besides oxj^ih* 
During the twenty years he had been in the Bushman 
CQuntry^ he had accumulated property equal in value to. 
five thousand pounds. Had he been in a state of mind 
to have allowed me to have continued the conversation, 
I should like to have asked him to reconcile the loss 
he had. sustained in having been deprived of so many 
sh^Pi with the, herds and other wealth he possessed;' 
but the paroxysm of rage into which he was thrown 
was so great, that I was glad to quit the subject. 
, \n my late journey into the interior, in 1825^ ^t 
the last farm*house, on the former boundary line pf the. 
colpuy, near Plettenberg's beacon, I met with a fanner 
appitijently not more than sixty years of age, who in-, 
fpfnped m^ that he had been on forty-five commandoes 
ag^i^st the Bushmen. On his first going 9n com- 
m^do^ he was nineteen years of age. He then resided 
on the IJex river^ in the district of Tulbagh, Hav- 
itfgjp^narked to him, that he must have shot manyi 
hpf^jire,^ of Bushmen in all these cpnfm^does, hq, 
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was sensibly agitated, and replied^ ^^ Yes, sir^ thai was 
not good ; but I was obliged to obey the oommands of 
the field-cornets." The first commando this boor had 
been engaged in, having been in 1784, eleven years 
only before the colony fell into the hands of the English^ 
it is obvious that the greater proportion of these forty- 
five commandoes must have taken place uad^ the 
English govemmaat. Commandant Nd stated to Mr. 
Thomson, that> within the last thirty-two years (a num- 
ber which carries us back to a still later period, and 
to wilhin two years of our taking possession of the 
Cape), he had been on thirty commandoes. Whatever 
may be said, on a comparative view of English aiid 
Dutch humanity, it is evident that the mass of evil 
brought upon the wretched Bushmen is greater under 
the English government than under the Dutch. 

Forcibly dispossessed of their country, or, at least 
the only valuable parts of it, and of the game on which 
they subsisted, were the conduct of the colonists toward 
them ever so mild, little would remain for them but 
starvation ; but as the colonists are solely intent upon 
their slavery or their destruction, the distribution of the 
former throngh their country must give them, almost 
without the aid of commandoes, tenfold greater facdli- 
ties. Besides the commando system, which has been 
revived, the Bushmen that escaped were treated as out- 
laws, and either driven from their native soil, or seized 
by the farmers. The whole of their country to the 
north-east, (the only fertile part,) from the former 
borders to the great Orange river, has been measunad 
out by the colonial government to the new prc^rietors ; 
and every Bushman who has survived the means taken 
t9 cleeur Uie country, and who is not in the service of 
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die £Mrmers^ exists by saflGmtnoe os!y in afiigpltiTestate. 
Tim hd is suflfident to show the grounds why the mis* 
sicms were abolished : the plan could not haire been exa^ 
eutedwlule the missions existed; and the lights were put 
out, that wh^t could not bear the eye of a witi^Bs, mi^t 
be perpetrated in the dark. The &cts b^re us are 
sufBd^it to show how the evils heaped upon the Bush- 
men have been mudi greater under the Engiish goven^- 
mimi than under the Dutch, The colonists have siace 
that period, prodigiously increased ; they are not now 
^t a distance from the Bushmen » but press upon their 
habitations^ and the much more exteikled frontier ]^re* 
seiits more numerous points of attack. These circum*- 
gtances^ together with the high pdce of slaves^ an4 
tiieir soamty^ from being divided among an increased 
white population, has greatly accderated tibe work of ex- 
termination, and thrown an immensely greater number 
into the hands of the colonists. He difference between 
the former and present state of their country is the dif*> 
ference bd;ween a country occasionally invaded by aa 
enemy, and that country with all its forts» castles, and 
fenced cities, in the possession of that enemy. Under 
the old system, the enemy came at particular seasons 
only, and the. Bushmen were warned of their approadi, 
and could shun them; but their enemies now cover 
every part of their country, and have left them the 
m^ms neither of defence nor concealment. 

Uithaalder, the Bushman chief of Toverberg, and a 
few of his people, Imd been baptized by the missionary 
Bmith^ and their good sense and piety, and the im« 
prov^ne^fit whidi had taken place in their condition, 
ex^ed tiie admiration of the Rev. Mr. Faure, and 
c^her genttonen, wk) had visited them so late as 1&23« 
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Some singular stories had been told us, wWle tratellifiig' 
in the colony, respecting this chief and his luHiify, and 
the few people who remained with him ; but they were 
oi so romantic a diaracter, that we did not, when Ihey 
were rdated to us, attach any credit to them. On their 
bdng driven from Toverberg, we were toH that Hie 
diief and his family, and a few who adhered to him, 
had been cruelly treated by the farmers ; that ftey were 
then hiding themselves in the most retired parts of the 
district; that they were reduced to live upon roots 
only, and what game they could catch in the night i 
that Aey were afraid to appear abroad in day-light, 
for fear of being shot ; tliat, in this situation, they kept 
up the worship of God among themselves, and that the 
chief constantly exhorted them to remain steadfSaist in 
their profession, and to continue instant in prayer to 
God tiiat he would again send them a missionary, iit 
the room of those that had been taken •from them. 
Although this description obtained little attention from 
us at the time we heard it, yet, on visiting the station, 
we were very anxious. If possible, to see the chiefs atwi' 
to hear from his own lips the story of his suifferings 
and those of his people ; but we could think of no 
means by which this object, which was to us so de^ 
sirable, could be attained: 

After having spent a few days at Toverberg, exa* 
mining the geological appearances of that fJace, \diich 
we found to be very interesting, we made our prepa- 
rations, and proceeded on our journey. On the^eVenrtig 
of the same day, about sunset, one of our attendaats 
informed me Aat he observed some peojrfe, whom he* 
supposed to be Bushmen, on one of those bbsaHiC' 
elevations with which this country abounds. 1%^' 



^^em^^ ccMiaiddiaUe <&fitaiice from us ; and althoi^h 
the twilight wBs thea &votirable for discovering themt 
io^tbepoBituHi ia which they were plaoed» I could not 
distio^ikh tiiem from the small busdtic columns with 
whfich they were surrounded. Knowing the HottcA: 
tpte toi)e. remarkable for the sharpness of their sigl4f 
I . readily received their testimony^ and requesteid 
tham to make the sign of peace ; and in a short time, wq 
ob^^ved an individual or two movii^, with hesitating 
4eps, towards our waggons* But^ when our Hotten- 
tots (who went forward and met them^ at a small dis- 
tance) informed them that we were missionaries> they 
leaped for joy^ and came and threw themsdves at our 
feet- 
After a few questions, we were most agreeably sur- 
prised to find that one of these strangers was the chief 
himself whose, history had excited so much interest in 
our breasts, and whom we scarcely hoped ever to see- 
The statem^it we had before heard, respecting him an^ 
the few friends who adhered to him in his adversity,: and 
which speared, to me so. improba.ble> was nqw qqut 
firua^ by his own lips ; and, fropa an ^pprehj^n^cw. 
that Jus interview with us might be published abroad 
in the neighbourhood, aud render his life still more in- 
secure, I pei*suaded him and h^s party and family^ to 
aq^^dpapany us^, to the missionary station of Pbjlippdis, 
where I proposed leaving them under the protection of 
our . mi^^onary. 

',1^ npiissioQarie^ and oiher friends who were travd- 
lii^,w»thime>i were so mudi, interested in the^ jaarrativ? 
of « Uithtaldefr, that they wi^e it down,- in. the form 
of a deposition. . Ailer his statemadt was committed tp 
wri^g, I que^ou^ him up^n every partipul^ in 
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it^ and the answers he gave me^ were in such unison 
with the whole narrative, and with each other, that I 
had not the smallest doubt left upon my mind reluct- 
ing the veracity of the relator^ sudd the general aocu-> 
racy of his details. To add to the veracious character 
of the deposition, Messrs. Bartlett and Clark, tw6 mis* 
sionary artisans, and my intelligent attendants, Boezak 
and Stoflfels, have signed their names to the document 
as vouchers for its accuracy, and as containing nothing 
but what was stated in their hearing by the chief Ui- 
thaalder. 

'^ The Deposition of Uithaalder^ the Captain of 
Toverberg : 

'^ 1st, That deponent is a chirf of a tribe of the 
Bushman nation lying around Toverberg, south of the 
Great River, in the district of GraaflF-Reinet. 

^* 2nd, That many years ago, the father of deponent 
and his people, whiJst in perfect peace, and not having 
committed the smallest provocation, were suddenly 
attacked in their kraal by a party of boors from the 
colony. He and many hundreds df his people, men, 
women, and children, were killed, and ten waggons, 
loaded with their children, were carried into the colony, 
and placed in perpetual servitude. 

^' 3rd, Tliat, since this melancholy occurrence, 
many commandoes have come against my people, in 
which multitudes of them have been shot^ and ttke 
children carried away ; and this pirad:iee was continued 
till our late teacher, tiie Rev. E. Smith, condescended 
to live among us, to preach the word of God, and to 
teach us to read, and to refrain from doing harm to 
any body. 
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^'4th, That whUe the Rev. E. Smifli eontintied 
among' us, he taught us to cultivate gardens, he gave 
us seeds to plant them, he Showed us how to grow 
potatoes, and ploughed land, which he sowed for us ; 
and when tlie harvest came, he taught us to cut down 
the com, and divided it among us ; and as no more 
commandoes came against us, we were very happy, 
and hoped that our troubles were over, and we should 
Mve in peace. 

*' 5th, ITiat while we were thus enjoying peace, 
and getting food to eat, the Rev. Mr. Smith was com- 
manded by the government of the colony to leave To- 
verberg ; and the teacher was very much grieved, and 
many Bushmen's hearts were sore pained : we wept 
much, but remained on the land of our forefathers, ciJJ- 
tivating our gardens, and praying to the great God for 
Mr. Smith's return. 

^^ 6th, TTiat some moons after Mr. Smith's re- 
moval, the boors came and took possession of our 
fountains, chased us from the lands of Toverberg, 
and made us go and keep their sheep. Whitboy, one 
of my Bushmen, and his wife, were both shot by the 
boors, whilst taking shelter among the rocks, and 
tiieir child carried into perpetual servitude. 

*' 7th, That I, Uithaalder, was sent by the field-cor- 
ftet. Van der Walt, to keep his sheep ; that one night 
three of his sheep were missing, and the field-comet 
flogged deponent with the sambok, and drove him- 
self and his wife and children from his place, and said, 
^ Go now, take that ; you have not now Mr. Smith, 
flie missiottary, to go to, to complain against me.* 

^^ 8th,, That deponent then went to a small foun- 
laiil, near Toverberg, where a few Bushmen once 
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lived; but tlmt last mocm the fiield^rnft dfqve }^m- 
self and wife^ and young children, frqn^ th^ fquntaiR^ 
saying, ^ that. Bushmen should have no fountai©^ in, 
this country, and that they should have no pQols bi^t 
the rain^-water pools out of which to drii^k,* 

^f 9th. That about ten moons ago Louw S/gfii$, ihe 
son of Hans Styns, travelled with his cattle oyer ihp^ 
Gieat River ; Ihat I, Uithaalder, w^ watcher of i his, 
ca#le, and one evening, when bringing the cattle hpme^ 
i9C«i(ia of the cattle were missing^ when- deponent wasi 
aev?srely beaten ,with a stave by Louw Styns*, who saic^e, 
^ You have not Mr. Smith to go to now.' The straye^ 
cattl^ that evening came home of themselves; yet 
three different times was I beat by Louw Stjms for 
the same reason, whereupon depon^t left his ser- 
vice. 

*^ 10th, That I, Uithaalder, without people, with my 
wife aajKi four young childjren, was necessitated to live 
among the mountains, and to, subsist upon roots ai^d 
locusts; and tlmt, on hearing from a Busman <^ who 
knew where deponent and his family were gone tO;^ 
that missionaries were at Toverberg, deponent came 
to their waggons on the road, and stated to them 
his case. 

^ ^^Uithaalder humbly begs that such whit^ men as 
a;ifetf,i;ie Christians will take into consideiratiai^ his dis- 
trossi^ig case^ ^nd the distressing situation of his coun- 
trymen, who have survived the murdering pomman- 
does, and who, after beipg derived of th^r fountains, 
their gardens, and their game, are obliged; to /see their 
children . taken from them, and th^msdves driven 
a^ong wild beasts. 

'^ ilth. That last moon, whilst I, Uithaalder, ven- 
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tured out lb the plains^ seeking' roots to eat, a boor 
came up to deponent, ahd mquired what I was doing 
there? — saymg, that I meant to steal some of his 
sheep, and eat them ; and he, the boor, beat your 
deponent with a sambok severely over the head. 

^ 12th, That Uithaalder knows that much has 
been said against the Bushmen. Whenever sheep, or 
goats, or cattle have either strayed, or been stolen, the 
boors say the Bushmen *have stolen them, and they are 
flogged, and shot, on suspicion only, for the cattle and 
sheep whidi have been taken by others, or destroyed 
by the lions, wolves, and tigers. 

*^ 13th, That Uithaalder allows that Bushmen may, 
when starving, have taken a sheep from a farmer's 
flock, to keep himself and children alive, but depo- 
nent is certain that this seldom happens, and that the 
Bushmen are blamed and punished without having 
done anything wrong; and, as a proof of fliis as- 
seiiion, he may state, that three sheep for which he 
was flogged, and driven from the field-comet's place, 
were found next day,'* 

' ^^ We, the undersigned, attest that all the fects 
' detmled in this statement were related in our 
hearing by Captain Uithaalder, the chief of a 
Bushman tribe^ which formerly possessed <he 
neighbourhood of Toverberg, comprehending 
a district containing above seven hundred 
j^quare miles; and that the deposition, after it 
was written, was read over, paragraph by 
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paragraph* to Captain Uithaalder^ to each of 
which he was willing to make affidavit. 

John Bartlett, 
^5* d) Jambs Clark, 

^ Jacobus Boezak, his + mark. 

Andries Stof?el, his + mark. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Mission tp the Griquts.— Origin of this Tribe.— Their former 
savage State.-— Effects of the Missioaaries' Labours among theou 
—Their Settlement at Klaarwater, now Griqua Town. — Ordered 
by the Colonial Government to furnish Recruits for the Cape 
Corps. — Refuse to accede to this Conscription. — Injustice and 
Impolicy of the Measure. — Plan to seize the Griquas during the 
Beaufort Fair. 

The progress a people may have made in morals^ in 
social compact, and in civilization, is not to be ascer- 
tained by a cursory view of any one stage of the pro- 
cess, but by a careful comparison of what they were at 
a former period with their present condition. 

The present state of the Griquas furnishes us with 
the means of judging of the effects which the labours 
of the missionaries have among savages. The origin 
of this tribe will be found fully developed in the jour- 
nals of the Rev. Mr. Campbell, and other travellers in 
South Africa. I need, therefore, only remark here that 
they are a race of mulattoes whose ancestors were the 
offspring of the colonists by Hottentot females. These 
Bastaardsy as they were termed, finding themselves 
treated as an inferior race by their kinsmen of Euro- 
pean blood, and prevented from acquiring the posses- 
sion of land, or any fixed property within the colony, 
about fifty years ago sought a refuge, from contumely 
and oppression, among the native tribes beyond the 
Great Orange river ; where their numbers were gra- 
dually augmented by refugees of the same caste from 
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ik& Qokibf, and by intermBrjriages^ with femalto^ o£ ^ 
Bushknan and Coramia; tribel arouiKi , themi t : 
, In the year IBOO, when Mr, Anderaoa i^ent aeoMo^ 
the Griquaa^ (as they are nowcleneininatedy) they we» 
a herd of tviandering aaid naked saTagee^ subsistki^ 
hy plunder and the chase. Their bodies *were daubed 
Irith red painty their heads loaded mth: greaa^aja^^ 
shining powder ; ivittt no covering but the filthy Iftrosb 
oVfer ,tbi^ir dioulders^ without knowledge, without 
morals^ or any traces of civilization, they were wholly 
abandoned to witchcraft> drunkenness, lio^tiousni^^ 
aftdi all the consequences which airise from the 6n- 
chfcoked growth of such vicesu. With hSs fellow-Ian 
bonrery Mr; Kramer» Mr. A* wandered about with theiD 
fiy^e years and a half, exposed to all. the dangers i^uid 
privations inseparable from • such, a state of js^ociety^ 
before they could induce them to; locate wherethey are 
now ^settled. > 

.The country possessed by this people. i& not. so 
fanrdui^aible^ to agriculture as many districts in thq 
{i^oflffyvand in its pr^tent state it is not in a coiid4i 
tioajto^pport its increasing population by the oultiva-^ 
tion-of the earth alone ; but the. Griquas have now as 
good a title to be considered an agrieultiiral people aa 
any class in the colony at a. remote distance from Gape 
TowBw . i did not see, in my late jcwrney, a.siflgle 
fouatstin. in the whde of this country unoccupied ; and 
to show tJbeeaga'ness of the people to avail diemselves 
of every opportunity that can facilitate agricultural piitft 
suits, they are now employed in attempting to lead out 
th© Greiitt Orange river over.a large plain contiguous 
to English Drift* The. difficulties t)f thfe undertaking 
9De t:nily 0|)paUlingj! a^d would. have d^termLpeiliapa 
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iiilje4eiiiiM3 ^yyf tbe inhabitants of tke colony from the 
attempt: and muchas^^ I wish tbem saccess^ I am 
dMl]4^ of the ii^oe ; bnt the attempt itself indicates a 
V!^ great change for the better^ when compared with 
their former habits of life; (fee of Ad leading Eterary 
jonmals of the present day^ when speaking of the im« 
{mivements made by aiksicmaries in another quarter of 
tite globe, remaAs^ *^ But we may drop all oAer con- 
siderations; this alone, — the advanoement of a people 
from ^e pastoral to the agricnltural state^ is the grandest 
andnioj^t important st^ in civilization/' 

When the labours of the missionaries began to pro- 
duce their legitimate effects on the minds of the Gri- 
quae^, promiscuous intercourte between the sexes was 
instantiy abandoned, and since that period^ every man 
has confined himself to one vrife. The state of poly- 
gamy^ as it exists amoi^ savage tribes, r& one of 
the greatest obstacles to the success of the mission* 
aries; and when the Christian rel^on operates* so 
powerfully upon their minds, as to enable them to 
make the sacrifice which its abandonment, requires, 
tiie mis^c^aries aire furnished with one of the most 
unquestionable evidences of the efficacy of the instru- 
ment they employ, and have the best securities for the 
fri|»iie triumph c^ their princ^les. 

As a corroboration of Ae precedmg statement^ the 
followkig extract of a letter from the Rev. Wm. Ander- 
son, formerly of Griqua Towaf and now.of Paidaltsdorp^ 
dait^d 23d December, 1825^ will be perused with in- 
xeresv -•'* * * 

^^ When I went- among the Gricpias, and for some 
itime after^ they were withmit the smaller marks of 
^viiizatioA. If I exeqpt one^dman^ (who l^d by some 
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means gal a, hi oi colonial ntoKat,) they had not one 
thread of European clothing among thom; and their 
wrotdijsd appea;rajH}e and habits were sudi «s mmt have 
excited in our ntinds an aversicm to them had we not 
beoa actuated by principles which led us to pity them, 
and served to strengthen us in pursuing the object of 
our mbsionary work, — ^to restot^ beings sunk u many 
instances below the brutes. It is a f^ot, that we were 
among them at the hazard of our lives. This became 
evid^t to us by their own acknowledgments after* 
wards, they having confessed to us, that they had frei- 
quently premeditated to lake away our lives, and that 
for that purpose they had taken weapons into their 
hands, and were prevented from executing their 
purposes by what they now considered an Ahnigkty 
power. 

" When we went among them, and for some time 
after, they lived in the habit of plundering each other, 
and they saw no moral evil in this, nor in any of their 
actions. Violent deaths were common ; and I recollect 
many of the aged women told me their husbands had 
been killed in this way. Their usual manner of living 
was truly disgusting, and they were void of shame. 
However, after a series of hardships which required 
much faith and patience, our instructions were attended 
with a blessing which produced a great change. The 
people became honest in their dealings, they came to 
abhor those acts of plunder which had been so com- 
mon among them ; nor do I recollect a single instance 
for several years prior to their late ti-oubles, which 
could b6 considered as a stein upon their character. 
TT»ey entirely abandoned their former manner of life* 
and deceooy and modesty prevailed in th&r femilies. 



MlSBIOlfART LABOURS. 69 

'^One of Hbe late chiefii of the Griquas told me otm 
day, ihe following story. ^ Sir/ said he, ^ when yoa 
first came among us, I thought by myseUU^lkmie, I have 
no objections to have these Dutchmen among us ; what 
they have will be ours ; but if they think to persoade 
me to leave my wives and live as they do, fliat they 
shall never be able to eflfeci I will oppose it to tiie 
last. little did I then think that my mind would evmr 
he di^osed to do such an act voluntarily; you never 
forced me to do this, it was my own act. Tlmougli 
hearing the word of God» I was convinced of sin, ami 
induced to renounce it. Sir,* added he> * you know 
little of the abominable lives we led, as we did all we 
could to keep you in the dark. When I look on my 
cattle, and think of my former life, I am ashamed. ' The 
exemplary lives they then lived (adds Mr. Anderson) 
often made me ashamed of my own deficiencies. 

^^ When we first settled among them we had some 
Hottentots with us from the Zak nv&r. With their 
assistance we b^an to cultivate the ground about Riet 
Fonteyn j but notwithstanding our exhortations, re- 
monstrances, and example, the Griquas manifested the 
greatest aversion to such work, and appeared deter^ 
mined to continue their wandering and predatory 
habits. At the end of six months the Hottentots left 
us, and our prospects as to the future cultivation of the 
ground became very gloomy. We determined, how* 
ever, to abide by them ; and In wandering about with 
them, we constantly endeavoured to impress upon 
their minds the superior advantages they would derive 
fiom cultivating the ground, and having fixed habitar 
tions. After a considerable time had elapsed, we pre- 
vaHed upon them td try ftie experiment, «nd a com- 
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meticement was made. This event was prededed ind 
followed by a great' and visible improvement upon 
tiiem ias a bbdy. It was soon after our location in itjs 
place, that we were visited by Vandergmaf, landdrost 
of Tuibagh, Mr. Vanderbyl and Professor Lichten- 
steiri. On this occasion, the landdrost expressed him- 
self lihus : ^ I find every thing different from the reports 
which have reached the ears of the Govenior ; and I 
shall state to him the satisfaction I have felt, on finding 
things so different as they have been represented, on 
my return.* 

^* Considering the circumstances of ihe people, much 
land w4s cultivated at this time, and in the following 
years thfe toiid under cultivation was much increased. 
I have seen the whole valley from the Fountain down 
to Lion's Den (which must have included nearly four 
square miles) covered with com and barley. 

'*'This refers to Griqua Town alone, and the ground 
arouiid the neighbourmg fountains was in a similar 
statfe of improvement." 

Before ibe Griquas were induced to give up their 
ii6madic life and locate themselves in their present 
slhliafioii, tJie missionaries travelle'd abbut with them 
nearly five ye^rs, during which period such were 
their privations Aat they were often six months at a 
thftfe WithMt tasting bread. After they got the people 
to give up their wandering life, and they began to have 
bread and garden stuffs witii their flesh, to use their own 
expresi^ion, *' We seemed scarcely to have an earthly 
wSshifeft that waa not gratified." When, in addition 
to this improvement in their table, they gbt comfort- 
able houses and olothing, and saw flie peoplfe improving 
in their understancttngs, in piety and industry, ^ef 
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found tbeir cup numing over^ and £eli Uiemsdves re^ 
j^aid for all their sufferings and sacrifices. 

7^ pleasing state of things continued till 1&L4> 
when Mr^ Anderson received an order from . the colo-. 
nial government requesting him to forniBh twenty men 
from his institution for the Cape regiment. Tba follow- 
ing is a copy of this order contained in a letter irom 
yeutenant-Colonel Reynolds, colonial secretary, ad* 
dressed to Mr, Anderson, mis8k>nary at Griqua Town, 

'*Rev. Sir, 

, , *^ I am commanded by his Excellency, lAou- 
tenant^eneral Sir John Cradock, general aivi com," 
mander-iurchief of this colony, to communicate w|th. 
you upon the following subject : — 

*^ The landdrost of Tulbagh, having been directed to 
provide a certain number of the Hottentots from ihe 
population of his district, 39 the prescribed quota of a 
new levy for the Cape regiment, which the hostile pror^ 
ceedings of the Caffer tribes have rendered neceswry— *, 
repiiesented the extreme difficulty he should ^xpe;ri<^pce 
iu finding the number of suitably Hottentotsirequired*: 
withqut having recourse to the different larmera Igr, 
whom such people are employed, and from whose iwri, 
vice he must necessarily take them,, to their gr?at in^ 
coavenieno^, and the prejudice of cultlvatipapia {)QWt 
of the first consideration. 

/^ His Excellency, with a view to remedy so serioijis 
a^Qvilji requests assistapce from the institution over 
whici^. you. preside, perfectly, confident of your diaper 
tiQTi to meet his wishesi as well as the im^ifi^J^^cmyon: 
cai^npti^ to possess to promoi? an ob)^ i^ £^ev4 
uii|ijiy tottifj^te. . . .t , 
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^' You are^ therefore^ requested to afford from your 
society twenty Hottentots^ from seventeen to twenty 
years of ^e, who^ from constitution, strength^ shape, 
and hdght^ may be deemed eligible for the military 
service of his Majesty." 

Mr* Anderson, after maldng every effort in his 
power to forward the wishes of the colonial govern* 
ment on this pointy wrote a reply io this letter^ dated 
March 26^ 1814^ stating his want of success ; and this 
communication was followed by a letter from the colo- 
nial office, dated 27th May, declaring that^ unless the 
order was complied with^ all communication between 
the mnsionary station and the colony should be c(nisi-< 
dered at an end. 

Shortly after the close of this correspondence^ Mr. 
Anderson visited Cape Town ; and the following ex- 
tract, taken from his journal written at that time, shows 
that the views and feelings of the colonial government 
had not undergone any change during the intervening 
period: — 

*^ TYiesday^ at eleven o'clock, I was introduced to 
Lord Charles Somerset. He reodved me respectfully! 
was mild in his manner of address, though he used 
strong* terms ; smd the business had caused him much 
uneasiness ; — ^their refusal was a want of the principle 
(rf love and gratitude. He admitted that I could not 
use force writh any propriety or safety^ but he wodd try 
what he could do ; and he would bring all the UotteiH 
tots (Griquas) into the colony, and disperse them among 
the farmera. 

^' I said, as to the propriety of his demand, I could 
not say any thing. I had done all I could to impress 
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tiie minds of ihe people as to ihe propriety of their 
giving ihe men. He said, he wished not to be mis- 
understood : ' I mean not»' he said^ * to act agamst 
your missionary exertions. No man is more desirous to 
promote them than I am ; but I would see more acts 
of industry among the Hottentots ; and am persuaded 
more than exhortation is necessary to get them to 
labour/ 

*^ He referred me to Genactendal and Groenekloof : 
he said he had been eye-witness of the lazmess of the 
people there ; that although they had gardens, they 
were not sufficient to support them for any length of 
time ; and that when the farmers spoke to the mission- 
aries th^e to afford them labourers, they said, we can 
do no more than exhort them to labour ; and he de- 
dared, that though he had not seen our place, he was 
persuaded things were not better.'* 

When we reflect on the history of this mission ; upon 
its remoteness from the colony, and the circumstances 
of the people and the missionaries, I should have 
deemed such a communication from the colonial go- 
vernment, as that at page 61, impossible, had ihe fact 
not been placed beyond doubt by the existence of the 
original. Waiving the questicwi of right,* I cannot 
conceive on what principle the cobnial government 
could, for a mon^ent, expect a compliance with such an 
order. If we suppose that, instead of the conscription 
in France, and the impressment in England, orders had 
been sent to the ministehs of religion in those countries, 

* This people had no protection from the colonial government, 
ftad tliey resided ten days' journey beyond ^hat were then the limits 
-l^ Uie colony* 
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calling upon them to assemble thejir panshiQneils aod 
request them to offer themselves voUmtvUy for the 
service required^ could any one have eijitept^ed.a 
doubt respecting what would have been the result? 

If it would have been preposterous to have expected 
that such a scheme would have succeeded in the most 
civilised countries upon earth, what shall we BS^yei 
the character of the measure under consideration? 
How could tlie colonial rulers expect to obtain from 
a missionary without authority^ from a people wikh<Hit 
laws and without government, just emerging from the 
lowest state of barbarism, what^ in the most ejalight* 
ened and most patriotic nations, can only be eflfected 
by the strong arm of power? ? 

The effects were such as might have been expected* 
The people expressed their wish to live in peace with 
the colony^ and, for that purpose, to make the sacrifice 
demanded ; but, when they came to reflect upon the 
means by which it was to be effected, they found it im^ 
practicable. ^* We have no government, we have no 
military force," said they, ^^ to carry the wishes of the 
colonial government into execution ; and where are th^ 
fathers that will voluntarily give up their children ; or 
the youiig men, who will voluntarily sacrifice them- 
selves for the good of the people?" Every one widied 
the order to be complied with, but every one thought 
his neighbour was as much bound as himself ; and the 
requisition of government was ineffectual, because there 
was no authority to enforce it, nor patriotism to supply 
the want of law. 

Daring this critical period, while Mr. Anderson 
was at Graaff-Reinet on business, Conrad Buys, the 
Swellendam farmer mentioned by Liehtenstein^ whft 
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waYited the mother of Gaika, and who has ever beea 
ih^ declared enemy of the English government^ visited 
Griqua Town^ and founds to his wish, an opportunity of 
doing mischief. When our missionary returned, he 
fodfid a great part of the people estranged from him, 
attd from each other. This malignant deceiver had 
succeeded in persuading many of the Griquas, that 
It was the design of the colonial government to bring 
them into slavery; that the mission was an engine 
employed by government for that purpose ; that An- 
derson had gone into the colony to concert measures 
with the landdrost of Graaff-Reinet to accomplish this 
object; that he would return, followed by an armed 
force ; and that they all would be taken and bounds 
and tiivided as slaves among the farmers. Between 
thirty and forty of the people had left the settlement, 
aiid accompanied Buys to the spot where he then 
resided. Many that remained were the prey of jea- 
lousies and false alarms; and the few pious people 
were broken-hearted at the reverse which had taken 
place. Mr. Anderson had now a series of very painful 
trials to encounter ; much was eflFected by his patience^ 
mildness, and good sense ; but he never again reco- 
vered his former authority, nor the affections of the 
people, as he formerly enjoyed them. The people 
had now become wealthy ; he had now a good house 
and a garden, and the comforts and many of the 
conveniences of life ; but, in the midst of all this 
sd^undance, after these divisions crept in, he used to 
look back with regret upon the days he spent in the 
)#ilderness, in a state bordering upon destitution, and 
exclaim — ^* Oh ! that it were with me as in times that 
are past, when the candle of the Lord shone upon my 
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tabernadb ! " Hiese facts furnish a useful lesson. M^n 
who have been accustomed to have all their orders 
obeyed with the promptitude of military service>, are 
not, perhaps, able to judge of the delicate situations in 
which missionaries are placed among savages. While 
our missionary stations may be as valuable as mill* 
tary posts, it should be recollected the missionary 
cannot act as a military officer, nor govern by martial 
law. 

If missionaries are to be of any use among savages, 
then they must be exempted, as much as possible, 
from foreign interference; and any thing, not imme- 
diately connected with the labour of instruction, must 
be sparingly required of them. The reports of bad, 
interested, or weak men, on the borders of the colony, 
must not be heard against their institutions ; and they 
must not be made accountable for every horse or sheep 
stolen from the colony, even if one should be occasionally 
found among their people* 

The reasons assigned for the order are deserving of 
notice : — recruits are wanted for the Cape regiment : — 
the number required cannot be found without withdraw- 
ing them from the farmers : — ^to withdraw them from the 
farmers would be attended with a serious inconvenience 
to that class of men ;— this inconvenience must there- 
fore be avoided ; and an order must be sent to a mis- 
sionary station, ten days' journey beyond the nearest 
point of the colonial boundary, for the number re- 
quired. It might have been a serious inconvenience 
to have withdrawn the Hottentots from the farmers, 
and it might have been, for that reason, proper for the 
colonial government to have done without them, or to 
hive called for the formers' sons in their stead ; biit it 
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1^ require stronger reasons than I hare yet heattl^ 
td satisfy me that there was either policy or equity 
in attempting to remedy this eyil in the way pro* 
posed. 

In 1814^ the Griqnas had their cattle and their 
fkrras, and were rising into opulence. If it was a hard 
thing to withdraw the Hottentots from the wretched 
condition they were in among the farmers of Tulbagh ; 
it was still harder to withdraw this interesting people 
from the cultivation of their own farms. 

The refusal of the Griquas to furnish the men re* 
qtlired for the Cape regiment gave great offence to the 
colonial government ; and the suspicions and irritations 
occasioned by this circumstance never appear to have 
subsided. In 1817^ the missionaries sent to South 
Africa by the London Missionary Society were^ on 
various pretences^ detained in Cape Town; and none 
of those designed for the interior were, at that time, 
allowed to proceed beyond the limits of the colony. 

While the young men intended for the interior were 
kept by the colonial government in a state of uncer- 
tainty at Cape Town, an individual, then the society's 
missionary there, called a meeting of the missionaries, 
in which several intemperate resolutions were drawn up, 
blaming the measures hitherto adopted by the society, 
and, at the same time, suggesting a new plan of ope- 
rations, the execution of which was to depend upon 
himself and sotne other individual in the country, who 
was to co-operate with him. As soon as these proceed- 
ings became known, the missionaries who had joined 
in them were received into the favour of the colonial 
^ovemmetit. 

On the arrival of the deputation of the London Mis- 

F2 
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sionary Society in South Africa, they found Dt. Thorn 
appointed minister of Caledon; and the Rev: John 
Taylor, originally intended for Griqaa Town, and Mb. 
John Evans, another missionary, appointed colonic 
ministers for Beaufort and Cradock. The Griqtias 
amount, perhaps, to three thousand souls ; they occupy 
a considerable extent of ground ; and It being impos- 
sible for Messrs. Anderson and Helm, the only mis- 
sionaries they had with them, to do them justice, the 
secession of Messrs. Evans and Taylor could not but 
be severely felt by the Griqua miission. The str^gth 
intended to recruit this mission was not only diverted 
from its original destination by the coloniaJ govern- 
ment, but we were now prevented by the restrictive 
system, which had been acted upon from 1817, from 
sending the missionaries to this station, or, indeed, to 
any of the stations beyond the colony. The views of the 
colonial government respecting Griqua Town begmi 
now to J3ecome more apparent, although they were still 
but imperfectly seen by me. Colonel Bird, in a conver- 
sation in the colonial office^ having again introduced the 
subject respecting the wishes of the government that 
the mission should be recalled from Griqua Town, I 
then expressed it as my opinion that the people would 
not accompany them ; and that it was certainly mucb 
better that those people should have missionaries thfim 
that they should be without them. 

In 1819, a fair was established at Beauf(nt, for the 
mutual benefit of the colonists and the savage trtbfes 
beyond the colony. An institution of this nature indi- 
cates a considerable advance in civilization ; aud the 
establishment of this fair may be appealed to as an 
answer to ^ ol:jeetions made agaoist our missiofis. 
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rrh|^ institution of this fair speaks volumes. For whom 
wa^ it instituted ? It was instituted for the Griquas^ a 
pfy^ple who^ a few years before, were naked savages ! 
Who were the dealers at this fair ? The principal, or, I 
imy say, the only dealers at this fair were the Griquas. 
At the 6r6t fair, the business done by that people 
amounted to twenty-seven thousand rix-dollars ; and 
on most of the goods sold to the Griquas by the colo- 
nists, the latter had a profit of from two hundred to 
five hundred per cent 

- Ift IB20, a second fair was held ; and the following 
lextraot of a letter from Beaufort, dated May 4, 1820, will 
furmsh some idea of the change which had taken place 
among the Griquas from the time the missionaries went 
among them :— 

. ^^ Tb^ second Beaufort &ar terminated as success- 
fully as the first. The Bastaard Griquas and Corannas, 
under the chiefs Chaka and Matlanka^ altogether about 
two hundred in number, reached this on the 23d ult., 
with twenty^seveii waggons, loaded with elephants' 
t0eth» salt, skins of all sorts ; wheat, honey, and va- 
;riou3 iJuriosities ; driving before them upwards of seven 
jhimlreid oxen* On the 2d<li the fair began, and conti- 
tjwad until the 2d instant, when the whole broke up, 
iand A^ wlonial traders and those from the interior 
separated, highly satisfied with the mutual fair, dealing 
and confidence which had prevailed throughoiut; of 
vvdiiish, as wirfl *s of the peaceable manner of them all, 
^liwas an eye-witness, and am happy to give the most 
iUneqftiwcal t^s^ony. It was particularly striking qu 
.the part of thet. strangers, who, though they can be only 
([X^OB^id^r^d in a great measure as savages, vied with 
r^^cdouM^ iniBaiataining order and regularity." 
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It is impossible to read this official document> (for it 
is not the statement of a missionary, but a communi* 
cation from the chief magistrate of the district to the 
colonial government,) and compare it with the descrip* 
tions of this people giv^i in the beginning of this 
chapter, and at the same time deny missionaries the 
credit of having been the instruments of elevating 
considerably the character and condition of these traders 
from beyond the borders of the colony. When the 
missionaries went among them, they were without Eu*? 
ropean clothing, without a single waggon, without 
morals^ at enmity with the colonists, making no pur- 
chases from them, and without any exchangeable com,^ 
modities. This description is so far from being over^- 
charged, that I was informed by several respectable 
and intelligent individuals present, that the ^Ringers 
not only vied with the colonists in preserving ardjQr, 
but that the prsdse of sobriety was so decidedly on their 
side, as on several occasions to induce the chief magi- 
strate present to speak of their conduct widi admira^ 
tion, and to point them out as examples to the ooIq^^ 
nists. 

Ehiring the intervening period, between 1820 and 
1825, their improvement had been considerably re- 
tarded by circumstances which will be subsequently 
detailed, and they had lost several valuable characters 
by death ; and yet, notwithstanding these drawbacks, I 
Imye no hesitation in affirming, that, in point of intdli'^ 
genoe and morals, they will bear a comparison with aa 
equal number of the peasantry of England taken proi 
miscuously. 

Among the chiefs and a few others, I found sev^eral 
individuals of very respecteUe attainment; and I 
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have now letters before me from Abraham Kok^ two of 
whose brothers are chiefs^ in which the thought^ the 
arrangement^ the expressbn^ and the hand^writin^ 
woald not disgrace a person holding one of the first 
official situations in the colony of the Cape of Good 
Hope* 

It wBl be recollected that Colonel Collins, in recom<» 
m^iding^ in his official report to the colonial govem<» 
ment^ that missions should be established among the 
Bushmen^ advises the aboUtion of Bethelsdorp and the 
dispersion of the Hottentots among the farmers. The 
threat thrown out by Lord Charles Somerset^ in his 
conversation with Mr. Anderson, that he would take 
the Griqua Hottentots^ and bring them. within the 
colony, and disperse them among the farmers^ — and 
the subsequent conduct of the colonial government to- 
ward this mission, left us but too much leason to sus- 
pect that the advice of Colonel Collins was not to be 
negled:ed ; but our suspicions were now oonverted into 
certainty by an order which issued from the Colonial 
Office in April, 1820, while the Griquas were at the 
fair of Beaufort, commanding the landdrost to raise a 
powerful commando ; and to take all the Griquas pri^ 
soners, and bring them within the colony. 

Fortunately for the Griquas, at the time this order 
was issued, a gentleman in the Colonial Office appn^ed 
me of the fact ; and it was on this information that I 
drew up the following memorial, a copy of which waa 
instantly sent to the head of the government, imd ano* 
tber to a friend at Graaff-Beinet, to be forwarded by him 
to Captain Stockenstrom, the landdrost of that dis- 
trict, te whom the execution of the order 1^ been 
cMMed. iiadtbe Griquas at this tune been without 
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^ frj^epd,* the orders wowld have been. spsedUy-wH^ 
]ffU> ^G^ct;, a»d the destruct^Qu of this pecjple .w(HjW 
pl^ye beea followed by a long catalogue of. calunapii^^ 
inv9iite4 to justify the atrocious deed, and by ^a. list cf 
favours apd proipotions.to the gallant iinJividuals wh^ 
had by their bravery rid the colouy of this dangerous 
j^god rebellious horde of savages* The ciiiQimvstaiice 
lOf.havipg issued this order at the time the peop^^ wwp 
^ a fair within the colony, at which they were the pariqr 
jpjpal traders, and to whidi they h*d been invited by the 
very .government which had issued the oi?dor, wUJ not 
escape notice. , > ■ 

** To his Excellency Obnkral Sir IIufan:^ Shaw Donkin, K.C.B., 
OcfvenUrf of the Cape of Good Hope and its Dependencies, Com- 
maml4r of the P&rces^ S^, ^. 

. ^^Th^ Memorial of John Philip, one of the deputa- 
tion o^ the London Missionary Society, . 
^^ Hurobly sheweth, 

^^ That although the missionary station at Griqua 
Town has not y^ answered the e?q)ectations of the 
octonial geveriunent, there is nothing in the circum). 
sta^^eesi of that mission which may not yield to the 
persevering labours of an able missionaxy, possessed 
of ibe qualifications necessary in the present ciiiicd 
situation of that mission. The history. of thi^ noted 
Namaqua Chief, Africaner, affords a striking i}Iustra<- 
tion c^ the civilizing effects of Ghristkin missions, and 
of the advantages which the colony may derive fbofii 
ft few well-regulated misi^ons immediately beyond its 
limits^ 

^^ Tribes in a savage state are generally without 
houses^ gardens, and fisLed property : by locatiiig tbqm 
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cn ^ pariicolar place^ gating* Aem to build lidcised> 
iMtiiie gfcu'dens; cultivate corn land^ accumuhtfe pro^- 
•p^rty, and by increasing^ their artificial wants, ytm 
increfiuge their dependence on the colony, and multiply 
ili^ bdtods of unib^ and the number of securities for the 
prfeSCTvation of peace. 

^* While savages cbritinue in the hunting state, and 
ttref witiiotit other means of subsfetence^ thiey wiB 
libn^mes be three or four days without food. If^ hi 
this stikfvingf condition^ ttiey are hovering upori the 
borders of the colony, it is not to be supposed that 
they will abstain from taking what comes in their way, 
to allay the cravings of hunger, and preserve life. 

^' The farmer finds his cattle missing» biit he bajs no 
means of detecting the thieves ; they have fled to the 
bushes, or to some distant part, where they cannot be 
pursued. If, on the other hand, persons who have 
been located on a particular place, injure the colony, 
it is known where to find thefti; evei^y house they 
biiild> every garden which they inclose, and every acre 
t)l corn-land which they cultivate, are so many secu- 
rities for Ihdr peaceable conduct tow^ntds" the -oolohy; 
They are aware that the place of their abode is knc/mi j 
tbey have now a large stake to lose ; their houses^ 
Ibeir gardens, their fields, their families, their country, 
may alii be lost by provoking a qaarfel witii the colo- 
nic government. 

: ^^ While the Romans found the soulh^east parts ^ 
Brilaiji, wfcere the people cultivated the gronnd, built 
good houses, and possessed fixed property^ quiet and 
peaceful, they were constantly harassed by the pastoml 
and;huntUtgi»b^, who \mm contimially making iiirdads 
^dn theri^cdony, from thet woods^ the mouni^nsy and 
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faiftteesses^ where they sheltered ihemselires from ^eir 
parsuers^ and enjoyed unmolested the fruit (rf theip 
predatory incursions. 

^^ Witibout the restraints of law and justice, and 
without any serious occupation, barbarous tribes, to 
use the language of a philosophical writer, have no 
aliment for their inquietude but wars, insurrections, 
convulsions, rapine, and depredation. 

^^ The extirpation of the Griquas is impracticable : 
beft>re any commando could cross the Orange river, 
the people would be beyond its readi ; immediately 
the commando retired, tibey would return to th^r old 
place, join themselves to such a man as Conrad Buys, 
disperse themselves in hostile bands among the neigh- 
bouring tribes, attach to themselves the wandering 
savages beyond the limits, and bring war upon the 
colony, from the mouth of the Kieskamma to the 
mouth of the Orange river, upon the western shores 
of Africa. In a very short time, your Excell^icy 
would see all the present traces of civilization among 
these tribes obliterated ; every way into the interior 
obstructed ; and the thinly-scattered population on the 
extended frontier of this colony kept in constant ter^ 
ror and alarm. Necessity is the most powerful law of 
nature, and those that escape in a general proscription 
frequently find resources of annoyance in the thirst of 
revenge, that compensate for any deficiency occasioned 
by the diminution of their numbers. Let the Griquas 
be raised io the agricultural state, put them in pos- 
session of fixed property, of good houses, and cultivated 
fields, you will soon bring them to observe treaties, 
render it impossible for them, as now, to escape the 
vigilance of your troops, and convert fttem into usefid 
allies and friends. 
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^' By tiie condoot oi an able mU»onary, who masft 
hs^va the address tp attach the people to their mterests^ 
and to introduce better order among, them, it is humbly 
conceived by yonr Exoellenoy's petitioner that all these 
evils may be prevented^ and the people who are tha 
occasion of tilie preseqt alarm may, in a short time^ and 
in an eminent degree^ be rend^ed serviceable to tha 
general peace and prosperity of the colony. 

'' Mr. Anderson^ our misdonary from Giiqua Town, 
is t^ msm of high integrity, but Mr. Anderson himself 
acknowledged that another might succeed in those par- 
ticulars in which he has failed- It is hoped that your 
ExceUency will allow the eiiperiment to be made, and 
authorise your Excellency's petitianer to snbstitttte^ in 
the ro(Hn of Mr. Anderson^ a missionary possessed of 
thf; qualifications necessary. And your E&cellency'a 
petiticffier wiU ever pray." 

As a corroboration of my sentiments on tins snl^eoty 
I am happy to avail myself of the following extoiot^ 
from a letter by John Melvill, Esq.j» the govemm^it 
agent at Griqua Town, to the colonial government :— 

''It is not macommon to talk of this people (tha 
Griqvas) with contempt, and to say the fanners could 
at any time put an end to them ; but those who speak 
in this manner are ignorant of the nature of the coun-- 
try and the character of the people. A great part 
of them are provided with fire-arms and horses^ and 
have A sovereign contempt of danger. They d^pise 
the farmers. They are all sharp shooters, and accus^ 
tomed to bujBh-fighting: They are well ac^painted with 
the cowtry, and, flying before a powerfiil commando^ 
thfsy pould weary them out ; and^ while they w^ca 



70 INIQUITY OF THE QRI^ER. 

harMskig; tfeem in their retreat, th^y could spare a 
anfiScaent number of men to retaliate on the faiqUies 
and cattle kraaU of the farmers absent on the com- 
friando. They wowW not only have their own strei?gtt^ 
but, by their influence on other tribes, Bechnamasj, 
Corannas, and Bushmen, would he brought into a 
state of hostility against the colony. ' 

^^ They would have it in their power, by waitobing 
•proper ofyportumties, to supply themjselves with aiu^na- 
ndtion; and might, at times the least expeoted^ carry 
terror and distress into every part of the frontier^ from 
tiiie Tarka to the mouth of the Orange rirer.- Tbfo is 
not a groundless assertion ; I have had the best pos- 
sible cpportunities of forming an opinion on this sub- 
ject, add such meatus of judging as cannot be afforded 
to any person resident in the colony, and who must 
judge more from report than from actual observatidn." 
- With the recolledions of the Griquas fresh on say 
mind, the bane* thought of the blood^ied and misery 
4so which the execution of this order must have given 
iMfiOy even now appals me with horror. Independient of 
.ibe re-actionit must have produced upon the oolofty, 
^^md 4lie scenes to which it must have given rise be- 
yond the frontier, it is impossible to reflect upon the 
advanced state of civiliaadcNH amoog the> GcviqiiaiSf at 
that time, and the character of that slavery to which 
they were to be doomed, and not ask the question — 
What had the people done to deserve this fate ? 

I have been informed, 4hat the landdrost of Graaff- 
Reinet, on receiving this order, in his reply to the 
colonial government, actually put that question to the 
government ; and replied to it himself by stating, that 
they had done nothing ; they had committed no injqry 
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tipon -ftie colony! Whether Captain StodDeMtrom 
madfe this commtinication to the colonial gfovernineiit 
6i* not, it is, nevertheless, an incontrovertible fact, that 
Ibe people never had done the slightest injury to the 
oolony ; and that the services they had rendered to 
the colony had been invaluable* i 

Many of the Griquas were th^ m the possession of 
^dhfeiferable propwty, and were, in point of btelli- 
geiK^e and cultivation, equal to a large proportioa of 
the farmers i^tiiin the colony ; and tiiose people were 
not only to be stripped of their property, but to be 
teduoed to a state of slavery more oppresdve than the 
condition of die common slaves ; and, in noaoiy catm, 
they must have been placed in that state^ under men 
in every point their inferiors^ and for no cause bntthis^ 
tbftt the colonists wanted servants. 

On what&ver principle the order for die captufe qf 
the Griquas might have been issued, it is but justioe to 
Ihe acting governor to stale that it never was ^ixeeuti^. 
I know that if Sir Rufane Donkin errad in the idsuiig 
^f this €rder» it was not from bad Jediog; I never 
fottiid him inaoeessible to the appeals iof humanity ; and 
tile irue character and tendency of this .piaa ian regand 
iti the Griquas was no sooner laid before him, than; the 
cradi < and obnoxioiis order was recaSed. 
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CHAPTER Y. 

Appointment of Mr. Melvill as a political a^ent at Qriqua Tomti 
— Jealousies and Dissensions. — ^The Bergenaars. — Their bar- 

- baroiis conduct towdrds the Native Tribes. — Beehuana Refbgees, 
— Description of a Party of them met by the Author at the Cra- 
dock River. — Journal. — ^Arrival at Philippolis. — Meet with more 
Bechuanas. — ^Arrival at Rama. — Colonial Traders. — ^Alexander 
River.— Interview with the Bergenaars. — ^Arrival at Griqua 
Town. — State of the People. — ^Anecdote of one of the Chiefs. — 
General Convocation of the Tribe. — Resolutions passed at it. 

Ont the fattlure of the scheme detailed in the preceding 
chapter, it was resolved by the colonial government 
to fix a political agent at Griqua Town. 

When I W£» consulted on the subject, I stated that 
the plan shonld have my cordial approbation, provided 
the people were to be treated as colonists, and the 
agent was to be invested with the authority of a land- 
drost, to enforce the laws which might be given them 
by the government ; but I objected to the appointment 
of an agent, without the means of enforcing the regu- 
lations of the eolonial government, on the following 
gmunds : — I conceived that such an appointment might 
awaken those jealousies for which they had had too 
much reason ; that it would destroy their confidence 
in each other, and create disunion ; that the agent of 
government would be in danger of identifying himself 
with a party ; that this might give rise to troubles he 
would not have the means of repressing; that the 
disaffected party, seeing he was not supported by the 
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arm of government^ would be emboldened by his 
weakness ; that civil broils were likely to arise out of 
these <;ircumstances ; and I foresaw that the colonial 
government might make use of the confusion thus ex* 
dted, as a pretext for seizing the people, and placing 
ftem within the colony in the condition of the Hotten- 
tots, a condition worse than that of the common slaves. 

After some delay, John Melvill, Esq., formerly 
government surveyor and inspector of public buildings 
in Cape Town, was appointed to fill this new situation. 
When this nomination was communicated to me by the 
colonial government, I stated in reply that my senti- 
ments were unaltered in regard to the nature of the 
appointment ; but as the government had determined 
upon it, I considered Mr. Melvill as the fittest man 
tbe government could have selected to fill fte offictj 
This appointment is dated the Slst of Marbh, 182a. 

The arrival of Mr. Melvill at Griqua Town, as go- 
vernment agent, was the occasion of considerable appre- 
hcinsion ; the fears of the better part of the people, how- 
ever, soon subsided ; but a small party disclaimed the 
8«rthority of the agent, arid removed from tbe district 
governed by the Griqua chiefs. The secession of this 
party, not more, originally, than ten in number, and 
consisting of the worst characters among the Griquas, 
would have been no loss to the sodety at laige, nor 
eould they have done much evil had they met with no 
countenance ; but as the enemies of the misaon were 
powerful, and used every means to support them, they 
Hrere shortly joined by some tribes of Goramias, and 
other* of a more dangerous eharactet. Their camp 
was now visited by numbers of colonists with waggons 
lolided with Britidli and colonial produce, with guss and 



g]Ui^wder» aud hraody ; . wbiph wen? exehmged for tiM; 
plunjAer bmugfet ftpm |tte interior by theae renegadoes. 

Mr. Melyill npw called for assistanoe to put down 
this ^ng^ who were .renewing, oa the bordeiJs oi the 
cploi^j aU the bofror§ ,pf the plave-tmde; but the 
mf^r was ^ated as an afigur aBKong Hie QriqoaB 
thems^lves^ with which the colonial government de*^ 
dined interfering. 

.Foil the|iuiher elucidation of this subjecA, I have 
Qc^pied t})e . following extracts from an official letter o^ 
Mr. MelvUl's to the colonial go veniment> dated ITft 
December, 1824: — 

^^ After a short residence at Griqua Town, I sag- 
gestei to. t^e colonial government such measures as 
apfi^arad necessary to secure my influence, and pre- 
vent the bad effects that might arise, firom the jealousy 
excited by my appointment. With the exception of ' 
Wa^rbpei; and his adherents, the people were in gene* 
ralsiuspicious that I was sent to bring them into Sub- 
jection to the colony, and that ibeir children would be 
eqlisdted ag soldiers, or forced into the service of the 
farmers. After explakung the reasons of my cbnmg 
ampqg theto, they became more friendly, their suspi- 
cions were dying away, and they began to enter into my ' 
views, under the idea that I had come to do thrai good, 
and that my residaice among tiiem would be the means 
of removing certain restrictions with regard to their 
intercourse with the colony. A few bad charactens left 
Griqua Town, and went to live in the mountains near 
the borders of the colony. But this would have been 
no loss to the place if peqple of good character had 
gained any advantages or privileges by my bomg 
among them : but this was not the case ; oa the con** 



traryy tft^ wer&pkeed Iti tvorse ctrciimstatioes flian 
befeie; ud tlie people, semng that I could do noA(hi^ 
fee iHemy. began to suspect that 1 was not appohited by 
goveimiaent. My inftueooe was^ by this means^ weak- 
eaed ; and Walerboer, wiio wad ekettixtg himself to 
esurry into eflbd tbb resolidioiis approved of by goretn- 
taentf foe the same reason Mi Us power gradiuiUy de- 
cline. 

^' A number of disaffected people now began io leare 
the country to join the Bergengars, or Mountafaieers^ 
(w tie disaffeoted ptuty were called,) who were getting 
from the colonists what the Griquas attached to the go- 
verttmemt could not obtain. 

^Mlie B^rgdnaars^ enbddened by the unsoccessfbl 
attempts of thechiefi; against them^ and finding that the 
chieis were not sappoiled from the colony^ began to 
renew their ^orts to induce otlKfr Griquas to join their 
party. Several pfrsovKi^ subject to the cdd chtefe, and 
some CkHranaas from under Waterboer^ were now united 
to tfaefn ; . and^ obtamtng ammaiHtion from tfie colony^ 
theif commenced plundeiring tiie Bediuana tnbes> and 
bs^Mi^t away an immense number of eaEttle*. ' 

^^i Since ^at liixie numbers have joinM ihem^ and 
th|^ .party is every diBi^ strengihemng. They reside 
witiun a few hours' iide df the oolony ; have oeasiant 
intetx^Qurse wl^ the coloaistB ; and are carrying on de- 
predations among the na^ve tribes> by whieh thousands 
of ihesQ wietdied people are compelled to wander about 
in iqufist of ' subai^tence^ and^ more despMate tban the 
wildest Bushmen> are linder the neoessify of plundering 
others^ or peiisbiag of hunger; 

4 Of these circumstanced the govemmfeBt, as well as tl?ie land- 
dr9i«i of Ilk frtetfer ^tistribfei, wen iU<»^ 
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f^ Natbwir oaii be mora dreadful ihaii ib» d^prad*. 
tiooa oommitted fay this lawleiBs horde tm the Bedmant 
tribes i hundreds of these tribes have been mnrdeiMl^ 
and thousands reduoed to misery and want. 

^1 Abr^am Kok sent Isaac Kok^ with bia waggim, 
within the limits (of the colony)^ and^ on eoming baek^ 
tiie Mountaineers got him into their hands^ and kept 
him nine days ; he then made his escape. Tliis man 
says^ that 4)ey every day killed some c^ the Oaffi^rs 
(meaning the people of the plondered irifaes), Bas- 
taards^ from every part of the colopy^ came io them ; 
of powder and lead, guns, horses, and brandy, they get 
enough, from bastaards and farmers, for cattle and men 
(Caflfers) ; that is, the people of the plundered tribes, 
aoccHH^ng to this account, ari^ exchanged for these 
articles.'* 

The following brief nairative is copied from the same 
official document from which the preceding extracts 
have been taken :-^ 

^^ This unfortunate man (the chief of the Bashootoo 
tribe, now in Cape Town) relates, that his town was 
unexpectedly at^cked by a large party of me?i on 
horseback. Being a people they had never seen be- 
fope, and not knowing the destructive natune of th^ 
weapons, the Bashootoos attempted to defend them* 
sdvesj but^ sedng great numbers of their people fall-^ 
ing down dead, and the enemy, in spite of all they 
ooukl do, driving away their cattle, they at last gave 
way, and ran off in all directions, leaving nearly ail 
the cattle in possessicm of the plunderers. 

^^ Some time after this, while removing to another 
part of the country, where thpy hoped to be more ge- 
cure, the same kind pf pe(^ vme dismver^ PomiRg 
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bfj^GMre 1|iqfn, Hm diief d(4i^ his; people to 9\\ dewn, 
And s^dy ^ We »baU aU ^ow be killed/ The eacmy 
ihi^u approached witbia thirty yards q( theiD> and halt* 
lo^ asked them wh/^ber iiiey would fight ; to which 
th& P^^oatQos papUedj ^ Not come and take us all 
away with yop.* Th#y wew then dewed to put away 
all their iipes^fs, w^iob they did i when the en^ny, dis- 
^pKmntingi oamq in an^ong them^ md sooted out such 
of the boys as were strong enough to go with them* 
Whfle they werp thns ^mployedi four wMte men, dif- 
fereat from tb^ rest of th^ plunder^rsj joined the partyi 
ftiid» having QoUecte4 aU the boys, tiiey oani^ theni 

^^ Leavipff a feijr people tp take ear^ of them^ the 
p^rty proceeded to attack another town in the neig^ 
j^iirhopd? and they succeeded in takiqg away a great 
mwy <5attl^, They l^en re^rned to the spot wheni 
the Iboys were, and carried them off. On being asked 
whether the ps^reqts of the boys made any resistance^ 
cff oned, whftn jthf phildren wece takaoi from HmtQ, thf 
chief ;^d, thi^ were ^ too much terrified to speak* 
Om MfQmm} however^ resisted when qq^ qf the band 
^t^papted to drag her away ; which ao wraged the 
{^rp4>wr0teh^ that he took an infant &om her l^k> and 
murdered it by dashing it against the ^'QUpd t- H^Vr 
i^ op]^ ^, fm cattle left to suh^i^t upon, many of tb^m, 
ra4h?p4Ml Sisifve, ventured to foU^w th^ track of ^r 
pluptors^j ^ the hopes ^ getting pom^fting.to eatt 
others said^ tj^ would not go to live with the pe(^« 

> , , p Q9ui4thf^f^»y piker i^PSlipm^? 
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who 'had reduced them to so much misfeiy. When 
those who followed the plunderers arrived near the 
place where the Bergenaars live^ they were met by 
some people of the plundered tribes^ who were return- 
ing to their country, and who reported that the Berge- 
naars would kill them if they went on. Upon tearing 
this^ many hundreds went back again. Hie king says> 
those that remained behind would be reduced to tiie 
condition of wild Bushmen^ or fod a subsistence by 
stealing from other tribes.-' 

In 1824^ it was reported in Cape ToWn> and eifcu- 
lated over the colony^ that in consequence of the fai- 
lure of the harvest among the Bechuaxias^ nan^ ^rous 
hordes of that people were coming dsuly into the^ colony 
in quest of bread, and that tiie farmers had reUeved 
them ; and that they had written to government^ re- 
questing to know whether they w^e to continue to 
allow them to come into the colony, and how they \tere 
to be provided for. By whom ttese eommuhioaitons 
were nmde, and what answers w^re sent to them, is 
not a matter of importance ; but, some time after these 
reports had been in cirdulation, a proclamatibnfwas 
published in the Cape Town Gazette, containing some 
instructions to the local authorities rei^peeting this.peo^ 
pie, and, at the same time, praising th^ fkrmei!s for 
their great humanity towards them. • ■ • - 

On my late tour, in August 1^3, 1 first bame mto 
contact with this people, in that part of the district of 
GraafF-Reinet which lies bistween the Sneeuwbergen 
XSnow Mouritaiti*)^ and the Iboits of the bolohy. I teive 
seldom seen a finer race of people^ the men were ge- 
nerally w6ll made, and had an eh^nt carriage ; ^md 
many of theiemaies were $le«Lder, and extremely g^»oe* 



&L iA coHldrgse ait imceKiiom tbeir step and ak> thajt 
tite}nhad ndver ;beea* la slttvarj. They had w air cf 
i%«]ffy and iiidq[)en4enGe. in, their maiuieiB, which 
formed avstriking G(»itfa^ to the crouohing and servile 
ajqieitranoe (^theelave* 

•They kefjp their heads cropped^ leavmg a tuft of hair 
upon the orown. Some of <he men wore oetrich fear 
thei»*;i«H)d others I observed with a wild-crane's fear 
th^r^ fixed on the head in an oblique direction to the 
forehead, which derived a motion from their carriage 
rather ^mc0fiil.M 

' Iliey were of a fanmze colour^ and had more of the 
Eoropean ootiatenante than any pec^le I had before 
seen on the south side of the lin^. The men had 
generally a ring in one ear; the women had rings in 
botH ; suidboth seocesiwore short strings of small beads^ 
attadied to the tuli of hair on the crown of the head^ 
and (fisposed in a fanoifid manner over the forehead^ 
or banging loosely on the temples. 
' The men Use tlmCafifer oaross ; but they do EQt^ like 
iheCaiers ki the neigfabom*hood of the cdkmy, appear 
in public nnooveiied. Those parts which naiture teaches 
ns^te conoeal were covered with a piece of white lea- 
ther^ ^dpported by :a leather tbdng tied round the loins ; 
aiid'tbe)VKhol6t dress was c(n;itrived so neatly, th^t tb^:^ 
was nothing in their appearance that could have given 
dSeni^^ to ^ most re&ied delicacy. 

The fanners acknowledge to me that they made 
mosiexcellent servants; that they had been accustomed 
imhSioxwjiA^ their own country ; and that they took a 
^[^asiice in^iWOTking. 

InuWe'hax^eiseetLthjZit this.people have been represented 
-jtas^^l^tigiiiigL'ifiie ^ooioay <af their -q^ a(^Qcd> and o^ 
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eottiin^ to thb fentiens Ahd solirfting employment aftd 
bread, und that the farmers haVe been praised for theii* 
humanity in relieving them. We must now hear the 
accouht they give of themselves. Those of thetia With 
whom I conversed stated to me> that they came (torn thft 
sources of the Great River (Gariep) 5 that their country was 
& moon*s distance from the colony j that they were eating 
the bread of peace ; that thfey Were a numerous pe(^>le ; 
that they were employed in cultivating* their gar^tis 
and dom-fields, unsuspltJlous of danger, wheh a people 
(called Bergenaars) riding upon horses> lUad With fire- 
arms, came upon them and killed mfiny of them^ and 
took away all theit' cattle and many of thdr children. 

On the first appearance of the itivaders, they assem- 
bled, and attempted to defend themselves and their pro- 
perty ; but finding that they were attacked* by a peopte 
who commanded the thunder and lightning, they aban*' 
doned themselves to despair, and took refuge in the 
rocks and the bushes, leaving Uieir enemleft to <^rry 
away all that they could not take with thenr in their 
flight. After recovering from the eonstematioil in 
which they had been thrown by the suddennefes and the 
nature of the attack which had been made upon them, 
many of them found that they had lost their children} 
and that all had been deprived of the means df subsist-* 
ence by the loss of their cattle. TTiey resolved to follow 
their plunderers, in the hope of recovering their children 
and their lost property. 

The more eflfectually to conceal themselves, and to 
secure their object, they generally travelled under the 
cover of night ; and coming into the colony, in quest 
of their property and their children, they had been 
detained by the boors. 



On dur aitbal at ite Omdock bmdoh of H^ di^t 
Omiig^ river^ on the 17th oS Aug^^ we met it family 
nf this pei^e^ They were in the service of the boot* 
on whose plaoe we halted for the night ; and> the mo^ 
ment our waggons ^bo^pfed, the men came running to 
tis with reeds amd bushes to make a fire for us. This 
fkmily oon^sted of one man, his wife^ his wife's mo^ 
iber^ ^o sons^ two daughters^ and one son-in-law. 
I had i& tisy train a young man who was a native of 
Lattakdo ; and^ when they fouttd out there was a person 
in oilr comjpany who understood their langui^, and 
could talk to them^ they were quite in raptures. 1 
think I never saw two fitief %ures than the &ther and 
ihe eld^t son. They were both above six felft ; and 
their limbfe were admirably proportioned. Tlie fathet 
had a most elegant carriage^ and was tall and thin i 
the soii^ a lad about eighteen years of age^ was equally 
well proportioned^ and had one of the finest open 
eount€»laric68 that can possibly be imagined. The 
second soh was inforior in stature, but he had a fine 
eountenanee also; and^ while they indulged in all their 
native freedom, anitnated by the conversation of my 
Bechnana^ dr began to tell the story of their misfor- 
ttinei§^ ejipressing the consternation with which they 
were seized ♦vhen they saw their children and parent^ 
killckl by an invisible weapon, and their cattle taken 
firotn themi they became eloquent in their address; 
theit* countenances, their eyes, their every gesture, 
spoke to thi^ eyes and to the heart. I was very 
intich struck at seeing how suddenly they could suffer 
their feelingife to be etcited, attd how suddenly they 
eould pafes from the expression the recollection of theii' 
misfortunes had produced to gayer subjects iand a 
lighter manner. 
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Havbg spcrnt a few houre imA ^es^ Befclwataias, 
istandingby the fire they had; kiji<^«dfiw iis^gne^of^ii]^ 
travdling companioDS' began- to "talk* to Hismf^hfj^^ thte 
assistfitfiee of our Bechuana; We ^9anld2Aot) AOTavbr 
that they had f«iy ideas o£ iidigious wotebipi v ^ey 
had some qo^fused notbM of: ananvwbte^geiief r but 
thjey had no rational idea qi a Supreme > Beings nix ^f 
a future state. We: began to conyey tot^dm isoAoe 
notion of the Christian belief; and they .paid very^gtfeat 
attention! to all that was saidyand several times re- 
marked^ ^^ These things are aU newto us;iwet»^er 
heard any thing of the kind before/' The Bechuittia, 
who was our interpreter, is a g^y youfig l^ow^ ialwei3)s 
laughing and talking, and in every ];dace wfakli wte 
visited^ a general lavourite. Religion, at tiiiBtt time, 
had no visible power over him, hut he acknowledg^ed 
its importance, and had acquired some acq^aiatanee 
with its doctrines*. On this : occasion, in addition io 
what was said to him> he added hid ownrettiarks ; and 
he was very eloquent in his manner, and spoke a^ if 
he really felt the force of what he was saying. When 
;he came to declaim upon a jgtate of Jbture^* happiness 
and punishment, the countenances of the strangers ex- 
pressed great astonishment; one or two deep sighs 
escaped from them ; and when he pointed to the 6te, 
and spake of the wicked being consigned to everla(!^- 
ing buraiqgs, the old man was startled, and s^hed. 
When Marootze, the interpreter, had d(me talking to 
them, they retired very serious and apparently very 
much affected. Turning his back on the fiiie as he 
went away, the old man murmi^red aloud, ^^ Do the 
people who killed my children, and todk away my cattle, 
believe those things V[ 



llie £MaQ£^ <tf diis family bad not maide tiieir *ajp- 
pearanoe at our waggons; Bodv^h&a We pakiaviiit 
to tbem mextmowmgi we were Tery muc^ struck with 
tl^ir fine figures* -aod the digtaified and eaBynmmier 
with which they Feceifyed us; Their ebontenances and 
maQQ^rs discovered marks of caltivatioiiyaeooiRrpaiiied 
witti an air of sup^mmty, which at onee marked the 
€>\ms of people to which th^ belenged* and which, 
' linger other circui|l$tances> wevild hare been admired in 
an JEnglish dnwilig<T0oin. The youngest danghter^ 
apparently -aboat fourteen years of age^ bore a strong 
resembiahee to her eldest brodier. When we ^ 
-proadied th^ir hmkSj she was holding a pacdL w wh% 
her feiher loaded it. Shchad a oaross Whipped round 
her middle; so as to resemble a petticoat ; no part of 
h^r body was ancoyered excepting the bosom; and 
so exjqubite was her modesty^ that on om- oomitigp near 
her^ she blufched^ and by the and other indicaitfons 
discoYcned so much pain^ as to convince us of the cause 
of her uneasaaess^ md to make it -necessary for ta£( to 
turU' aside to spare her feelingB. 

Nj^ mornings the 18A|iwe crossed the CVadock 
river^ or N«i-G^ep. The former nasie was giten to 
it by Mr. Campbell, out of rei^pect to Sir John Cra^ 
dock (now Lord Howdeo,) who w» then governor of 
the colony : the latter is the native name. The bed of 
the river, where r<arossed it, is^ capacious ; and it 'wtas 
evident that it at times overfiowed all itis banks, but 
the water was low on thifi occasion ; and I saw n6- 
thing in the river itself, nor in the scenery about it, 
which merited any particular description. 

On the same evening we arrived at Plnlippdis, a 



90 nmavpouA* 

missiooftry Matiotl^ whic^ yfBB hegaxk ik the fedottitiien- 
datkm 0f the Rer. A. Faure^ then mipitdr ef th^ Diitch 
church ttt Graaff^R^net^ with a view to civiliee thd 
BuBhineii' in that dialtriot;^ The site of thid mission ii 
abont fire hours' journey with a ffOJgffon (torn ihe ford j 
the valley in whieh it is placed is beautiftil ; but thei4 
£1 not a sufficiency of water to irrigate enough of land 
to enable a large body of pieople4D supjiort themselVel 
by gardening and agriculture. We found sevi^r^ 
Bushmen bdonging to the station^ receiving instruct 
tions ; but the pleasure we cnqperienced on visiting it 
arose more from the hc^ of what might be done> than 
from any thing which hfeid as yet been elfe^ted. Mn 
Clark^ a European^ who had accompanied me from 
the colony^ has now the sukperintendence c^this mission^ 
and by the blessing of God upon his labours^ I hop^ 
soon to hear of ite prosperity. 

At this station the reporiB I had heaird of th6 nefii- 
rious traffic of the Bet^enaars were confiriped. The 
ford I had lately crossed^ was that by whieh they kept 
up their chief communication with the colony.. They 
had taken positession of ite greater part of -tlie foun- 
tains in the neighbourhood ; and at those fountains they 
were in the habit of collecting their stolen cattle^ J)re- 
vious to their bsing driven across the river. When 
their different hordes were got together^ a signal was 
made> and they soon found plenty of traders to r^lievid 
them of their booty. In their plundering expeditions 

* It was at tills station, under Mr. Clark, that I left Uithdalder, 
the chief of Toverbferg, with his family. In a Mtet latfely i-ebeived, 
Mr, Oi gives a pledMng aCciHiiit of him. S^ th6 Appbndiz. 
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fhey 6iMorA ttade priMMM (rf femide^ ttbdVCi twenty 
ye^ of a^^ ahd ^e boys they todk seldom etoeeded 
feufteen or fifteen years. The stolen cattle were ex- 
ehang'ed in a regular manner ; but they generally had 
recourse to a certain degree of finesse^ when the ti*affic 
iiad a relation to human beingsr The purohaser, aftet* 
examining the person he wished to have^ was in the 
habit of spreading before the seller a certain quantity 
bf gunpowdei* oii Other artides. When the seller Was 
satisfied with the price, he had to thank the purchaser, 
tod pretend to make him a present of the boy or giii 
for whom he had expressed a piredileotion. 

After what I had heard and witnessed of the effects 
of this dreadfiil system^ and seeing no prospect of its 
being terminated by any active enterprise on the part 
of those whose duty it Was to have prevented it, or to 
have checked it at its commencement, I addressed a 
letter ftom the station to the acknowledged chief of the 
B^genaars, requesting him to meet me with the people 
on the Alexander riVer. The place at whidi I had 
appointed them to meet me^ might be about eighty 
miles fhotn Philippdlis. The messenger I despatched on 
this occasion was acquainted with the party. He went 
cm horl3*back^ and after an absence rf some days^ he 
returned and informed me that he had found them 
nearly fifty miles above that part of the river, at 
which I had proposed to meet them; and that I 
might expect to meet the cMef and as many of the 
men at the place of rendezvous, ad could conveniently 
attend; 

On the afternoon of the 22d, three young wonien 
made thdr appearance in k rery desert place, at a little 
distance fifom the waggohs; Wheil We first discovered 
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*^them ithi^jdcgs trere baridngp at iheih, ftrid 'ftey'^ere 
m^kifig* signs to »s soBoitmg ' cmr jirotectkm. ^* 
^tmgetst af)i|^eaiied t(» be- about thirteen years of age^ 
t&e second abo«t nineteen^ and tbe eldest titight be 
about ^twenty. They wefe of a copper ctAoixr^ arid 
had iu4bing of thenegfO countenaaice. The yoiittgeirt 
was a ireiy good looking giri^ and thef ddest t^^as not 
deficient in attractions; but the (Second exhibited aii 
appearai^ce stili more peculiar than eifljer of the 
o&jr '. two. Besides the elegwioe and air of su]f>erib* 
fky forwhicljL tte families of the diiefe of this people 
aire disti»gaisbed^ natore had bestowed upon her a pe^ 
cidiar delicacy of form^ and her Qountenance exhibited 
a^-8e^Rsifa^^ty,aiid}what I should have called, in^a. Buror 
p^ata; female, an expi^ssioa of mind and cddturey quite 
iiiGompatibIie> mHi the notions Europeans are aecus^ 
tom^io.entertaini of the natives of Africa. 

On hearing their story, I found they belonged to the 
sanie tribe we have already described. All the 
people of thid> desor^tion we had seen^ came from the 
same; quarter ^ and what gaw us a very favourable 
opinidn'ofikeir veracity^ they all agreed in their state- 

'i From the mmner in which I observed the mfost ih^ 
teresting'of tho«^ fisinales fondling a child^ and dr(^-t 
pkig a^jisrw.t^afsupoo its cheeks^ I expressed' to one of 
our party^ that Lwas iiXHifident'i^ was amother; and 
i oaUed our interpreter^ that I might ascertain wh^er 
iiWas^qoiDrecfe iBb my eonjectores. In reply to- the in- 
i^(£rite suggested by this oircum^anoe^ sli^ rekrtedtd 
liij^ atib fbUowing^ particularsy Connected wiSti her ^ historyi 
8he^^ted>ihat>iier-&tlier^i^ a :dii^f ; thaitihe Wdii 
kip|i(tJi]pitiieilB<^M[g^ that she^ lK(dt b^ np^^^ 
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to the son of a chief some ^e before the desiniction 
of her people; that she was extremely ha[^y with her 
husband; that he was killed at the Same tine that h^ 
Either was kiHed; that she had at thai time a cUd 
about two moons old ; that she and her diild were 
carried away by the Bergenaars ; and that aldng #itli 
her child and h^ two companions^ she was giToa to 
persons who treated them very ill. That they had 
tsiken her child from her^ and that when they noet us, 
they were fleeing from those people who had osed ibem 
so cruelly^ with the intention of returatng to Aeir owh 
country. < Had th^ not chanced to be crossing o«r 
path at the time they eame kx ooniaet witii otir.w«g^ 
goBBt they might hai^ escape ^fromvthcir. oppiBssors^ 
but it mu^ have been by Sndkng refuge in that place 
where tiie wicked cease from troubling^ and the weary 
are at rest ; their country and their remaining kiitebed 
they never could have reached; - , : 1. 1 ) 

I could not kelp wishing^ at tiie tfme^ thai' the abet* 
tots of slavery had been present^ who deny that such 
people have the same senstbilify as Eun^ana^ under 
such i^qirfertunes. After. I had ordered Ihem.to get 
what refreshmetat our situation could afford, and^ few 
articles^of qloti^ing^ I comtniMed them to rthe tare of the 
person who. bad the charge of the peo^e kv^hoiweno with 
me, till such time as I ^cbold make some prcyviSioiiD for 
them at some jof the lAissiooary stations, i ,. ; i r 
. Onithe evwmg of the 24th ofiii!]^guBt> we retohed 
!l^ma> aplacewUch had. fop* some time esgoyed the 
laboitf^ of a 4iative teacher. Qw ourftrri^ at tius 
place> we were ^ infonned > tb^ it wasi surrounded Hvith 
lions>Hai»d;the^pe(Qplie k^Eyrmed asi Aat ihey ^ere ire* 
^9bi%ki^!at¥al:eLti)e)wIio^ingiit^^ mariagsl 
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m tlmt vm wpl4 not allw our crttt^ to g» looswar ai^l 
^j^ppct to find thetp in th^e monaijag^ In ewry QOuntry, 
whatever J^m t^e greatest influenqe on i\m hopes ai^ 
fea^fai of b^fnan )beingi$jy inu^t ^way^ be ft^ith tiieip ^^ 
engro38ijQg snJa^^t J ^nd H is as nfttiir4 % w Afriesn 
to i^k of tbpir powerful and d^eftded en^iips the lignsj 
a^ it was for an EDglishmant soin^ years ago, to tal)( 
pf Buonaparte and his threaten^ invft^pn. 

When we had got PunielY^* QPmfcrtably seated in 
onr tents> Captain Bei^siak (the Hottentot Captain who 
bad acoompanied me from TbeQpoli§) began to enters 
tain 9^ with seme aceonnts pf hen hunte in whifib be 
Imd hem en^ged } and the mtuatiw m whiidiwe wei« 
now placed pive meh aa intaa^est to his details^ that 
we we^fa kept listening for several bonrs^ without anjf 
abatement of attention, or any inclination to retire t» 
r&A. Tk&m is something truly noble in the lion lnii^> 
and I have never known oae^ who was fond (4 ^i 
d^g^reus pastime, i^t did not speak of it wi^ en* 
thusiasm* 

Between ifewelve and one o'eloek in the morning we 
retired to rest, under an impression whieh was not likely 
to make us in;4tentive to the first alarm ( bnt we bad n^ 
disturbance from the lions, ex^ei^ting what ar(m frofli 
our apprehensions. This cirenmstance is JiQ impeaeb- 
ment of ttw3 veracity of the persons who iw^V^ upon tbt 
spot, and who had given us that information : the Uom 
aire known, tpt be alarm^ ai fijre, and tbene having been 
much viyid ligbtning dmrkg the night, it is prob^fele 
that their stillness arose from that ci«cumstanee« 

When we arose in the morningi we found Par 
wiggcHW siM-oimded by Seehucmaa, whd, like ijm 
f^pi.jwe J^k?Um.m^ hud etmt inioMpftil^ 



the eoontry^ m quest of the eliUdren and eattl^irliiGii 
1^ been taken from them by the ]3ei^epaar8« They 
had beai diBappointed in the ofagect of their puiwit t 
their ^Udren and their caMe were not to be recovered} 
afid^ stripped of their property and children^ they had 
BO inducement to enqoanter the dangers attendant on 
a retom to their own country ; but they were at this 
time in the sendoe of two families from Griqua Towa> 
by whom they allowed Ihey were treated with kindness. 

Wfth, This morning* I experienced an instance of 
tte protecting care of Providence^ calculated to excite 
thankfulness and inspire confidence. Sitting in ray tent 
at breakfast^ while my Beehnana iateipt^fter was amns^ 
ing himself witii a loaded guB^ unseen by me, the gm 
went off by accident, and the ball passed over ray 
head. When I went to the door cf my tent^ to asi 
e^Ftmn the cause ci this ocoinmice^ I observed the 
poor lad^ unc^iain of my Me, standing motionlessi 
and almost petrified with fear and horror. Havbg 
gently iteproached him for trifling with a loaded gun^ 
^, practice for which he had before been frequently re^* 
proired> I ordered the gun to be taken from him^ re^ 
mai4di^g, that I had aWays been in greater danger 
from my friends than from my enemies. 

From Hama^ to the place where I had appointed to 
meet the Bergenaars^ is a distance of about My miles^ 
over one of the most dreary distiiets in Southern 
Africa ; ai|d we were informed tiiat we should find no 
water iiU we i^ould anrive witlan a few hows journey 
of the Alexander liveiv 

Bein^ supplied witii fresh oxeq^ ^K^ustomed to the 
weidy ^^d with relays «ent to meet us by Aie dbief 
Adam Mi^, ^e 4i«»F«lle4 at 'aMste of «ot kes'fllbfl 
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four miles an hour. It msiy se^m ridtoiilbui* to boMf of * 
such sp^ed in England; - but ive'have' hot SAgti^li 
rofiids and English mail-coadbes in Aft4ca. QM ^^ 
arrival at the only watering-piace upon Hie road/we- 
found two waggons from the dolony. The proprietors 
had- gone to rest in theit* waggoas) and Hiey ^Bd ncrf: 
show themselves to us during the few hears thitt we 
halted at this place. We could not at first aoeount 
for this circumstance ; but the tnj^tefy was sow ex^ 
plained to' us by my Bechuana inierpreter, who came ' 
up and informed me that he had found eighteen or 
iv^^Mrty Beohuanas^ at a little distahee from one c^ 
the w^gons^ who weie iK^ompanyh^ them into the 
colony. From the Bediuanas we teamed^ th«t tte 
proprbtors of the waggons werfe 8mousis9 (tracfers); 
and thatitfa^ had beeii several weeks among Are B»« 
genaars^ carrying on a contraband trade irith that ' 
p^eople. 

On- the 28tti, on my arrival »t &e Alexander riter, 
I found the lead^^ of the Bei^edaars^ and between 
thirty and forty of their people^ waiting for me* They * 
were soon after joined by a nunriber df Cc^rannasy who • 
had been united With them in their plundering eaqpe* > 
ditions. . - 

I spent t¥ky days aAong them^ reasoning' apid re- 
monstrating with them on the iniquity of their pMick 
tices> and on the consequences which were Ukdy to f 
follow from a coaiiBujaQoe in them. 'Hiey were far • 
from app^u-ing sncfa hankned moMterd as Boi^fat have 
been expected by those oonversaat only with the sa^A 
of En^kh depravity, hk reasoning with a jMOple of 
thenr dit^d^tion^ ob daeda of afrdeity^ yoa basfti aa ; 
ad^uf^lge <w» tb(wi,-b)r tfce mm^, ^Jygflsat ip9»* i 
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meaais^ wlwb laJost iipen tho^ who have had to over- 
CQfjae th^ fefice 4}S. tho^ argumenAs upon their con- 
smac^yf heUm ihegr could familiarize themselves to 
a life (^ crioie. . T^ ii^enuoiHsly acknowledged the 
c^^^ipes I «idiihi|M ^gaip^st them ; admitted the evil of 
th^ «yst«m tfae^ had been pwsuuig^ and only slightly 
mentipj^ad, in.eiitraoation> the temptations tiiey were 
ui^w to commwce and continue thait system. Avml^ 
ing^ myw^ oS tfaeiv admbsiotis^ and of the temper they 
di8Q&¥er^>I afw-^tpok higher groand^ plied them with 
every topic, human and (ti^dne, tlmt appeared to me 
c^oulated to deep^ft the in^Mressions already made upon 
th«r mnds ; aad.nmiy of them were moved to tears. 

It was now aeoeftsary 4o propose some remedy for 
the evils which faad-entailed so many calamities on the 
unoAsudiBg . tribes who had suflferad so much from 
thtir depredaliciits^ and for the calamities which the 
aggressors were bringing upon themselves, by per- 
sisting in tlmr pi'eseat mann«- of life ; and with that 
view, I proposed that they, sbcndd med; me at Griqua 
Town^at » general meeting, to ^'tiiich the surrounding 
tribes weve invited^ when it was my intention to en- 
deovoDf tp selAe their diSerenees, and to lay before 
them some general plan for their future government. 

Afterpassiflg the dark and majestic Cradock, and 
wandei^ng along Ihe hmdy andpicturesque banks o( the 
Yettovt nf er^I ^as disappointed with the scenery about 
the mmoonary^ stations o£Cam|^beU and Griqua Town. 

13i€i villiige Hjrf* 6i^qtta TMr» stiaB^ 
a MBqfff of ^low^hitts^ o£>aigillaoeeiis sphistos^ !vrhi^ 
bdiinda:tba prcttpeetto^ the noith-west. fimbedded in 
the^schktey^ we foonflkiargfe quantkica of ashestw, ex- 
hibi^ a^gi(eiil^ieuMfyiof texh&^Mid odtoar, iHXt4i> 

Vol. II. H 
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was mostly in an indurated state ; and the finest spe^ 
cimens of that mineral are to be found in a ohain of 
hills of the same description^ a few miles south of this 
place, and in the vicinity of the Orange river. 

The valley in which Griqua Town stands is not 
without some attraction^ but the pleasure the traveller 
has in oontemplating it arises more from the contrast 
it presents to the appearance of the country with 
which it is surrounded, and to tlie moral assodations 
connected with the place, than to its own natural 
beauty. The inhabitants of this part of Africa have 
no choice as to the situation in which they are to t^ 
side. Irrespectively of the aspects of the country^ 
they must fix their abodes where they can find springs 
of water* The capabilities of the country^ as to the 
population it can support^ are almost entirely dependant 
upon the means of irrigation. The most dry and arid 
soil^ and even sand^ where the eye cannot detect a 
particle of vegetable mouldy (if you except here and 
there a few ant-hills^ which excite your surprise^ from 
the situation in which they are founds) may be render- 
ed fixiitfiil by a stream of waten The geological 
characters of South and North Africa bear a strong 
resemblance to each other ; and it is probaUe that it 
was from observing in Judea, also^ the fertilizing effects 
of water, which we have noticed in South Africa, that 
the effect of the Gospel on the moral world is so 
frequently described by this beautiful figurei The 
Griquas cultivate as much ground as they can irrigate^ 
but the springs are not sufficient to provide the means 
of subsistence for an increasing population^ and the 
people are obliged to spread themselves abroad^ and 
ioci^ themselves whete they can find wat^« i 
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This k one of die greatest dimdvantages the mis* 
sioimries have to encount^^ in the attempt to evam 
geKze and ctyilize the wandering tribes of South 
Africa. The eye and the presence of the Ghristiat 
pastor is necessary to reclaim the wandering savage^ 
to fix the forming habits, whilst the principles of reli- 
gion are yet in an incipient state, and to conduct tiie 
process of instruction among the rising generation; 
and these duties can be but imperfectly performed in 
ciToomstsmoes where the sphere of one man's labour 
must be extended over a large tract of country. la 
the first centuries of the Christian world the cities were 
evangelized before the country ; and hence the modem 
word, ^' Pagan/' is derived from the Pagam^ or people erf 
the country villages remaining heathens, after the inha- 
bitants of the cities and large towns had assumed the 
profession of Christianity. 

The number of Griquas residing at this village, and 
the station in its vicinity, are computed to amount to 
about sixteen hundred souls. Those scattered among 
tiie more distent settlements, who acknowledge the au- 
thority of the chiefs Waterboer, Berands, and the 
Koks, may amount to about one thousand more ; and 
the number of Coranna Hottentots living among them, 
or under thdr influence, is at least two thousand. 

On my visit to this station, on this occasion, owing 
to a variety of causes, the principal of which have been 
enumerated, it was far from being in a prosperous 
state. Mr. Sas, the only missionary we then had at 
tiiis station, was by his age and infirmities unfit for the 
labours of his sitttation ; and, owing to this deficiency, 
and to the contentions to which the settlement of Mr. 
Melvill had given rise, the progress of improvement 

H2 



100 MR. Thompson's TBSfTiMONY. 

fcad been arrested for some yeBJcs before ; and several of 
the people, who had at one time enjoyed the benefit of 
instruction, had renounced all friendly intercourse with 
the station^ and were fast returning to their native stole* 

My own opinion of the change wbidii has been eft 
fected upon the Griquas, by the labours of the mission^ 
and of the present state of that people, has been so 
well expressed in the volumes of a late traveller, tiiat I 
shall state it in the words of that gentleman* : — -. 

^^ No slight improvement has been wrought upon 
the manners and diaracter of this wild horde, by the 
labours of the missionaries. That much still remains 
to be done, is far more a subject of regret than sur- 
prise, considering the peculiar difficulties with which 
theyliave to contend, among a people so situated/' 

♦ George Thompson, Esq., author of ** Travels and Adventures 
in Southern Africa," published in 1827. I am happy to recom- 
mend Mr. Thompson's interesting volumes to those with whom my 
recommendation will have any weight. On his sentiments re- 
specting the trade of the Cape, I give no opinion ; and on some 
other subjects there may be some slight difference between us in 
our sentiments. At page 152, Mr. Thompson, speaking of the Gri- 
quas, remarks that, ** towards the wretched Bushmen, I found them 
in general animated with the same spirit of animosity as the fron- 
tier boors.** Yet at page 153, he describes the conduct of Waterboer 
towards the tribe he had subdued by his arms as humane and gene- 
rous. He pardoned the sons of the deceased chief, disn^issed them 
with presents, and s^t all the prisoners, to the amount of seventy, 
at liberty. This is not agreeable to the system of the boors. Mr. 
Thompson, however, is the first traveller in South Africa who has 
understood, and done justice to the labours of the missionaries. 
This is not the only excellence of Mr. Thompson*s. travels : wlajje 
they abound with adventures and interesting incidents, they have 
this rare merit — you may be assured that all his statements, so far 
. as his own observation extended, are correct ; and his pages have 
nothing in them to pollute the mind. 
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Dttring my reisidenee at Giiqua Town^ beibre 1 
proceeded on my journey to Lattakoo, one erf tho 
Koks, a' relation of the dbief of that name^ was in a 
dying state. Being asked some questions, in reference 
t6 the missions, he expressed himself nearly in the 
following terms : — ^^ When the mis^onaries came 
among us, we were in the most degraded state. They 
saw mu^h to shock tiiem, but we took care to conceal 
from them our murderous thoughts, and the worst part 
of our conduct. When Mr. Anderson first proposed 
to settle among us, being asked my c^inion on the 
subject, I said, let him come ; but my motives fiwr cob* 
siting to his proposal were, that he had a w9Lggon, 
and many things I coveted, and that we should om 
day kill him, and I should, in that case, have a share 
of his property. This project was often in my mind^ 
and I never could conceive, till I understood and b^ 
lieved the word of God, what kept me from effecting 
my evil designs. After he had wandered about with 
ns some time, and I began to understand a little of 
the nature of the gospel, I fi^quently used to laugh at 
the idea of bringing men to embrace it, for I felt as- 
sured that nothing could ever prevail upon me to 
abandon the manner of life I then followed, or part 
with either of my wives. When Mr. Anderson had 
been between five and six years among us, Grod was 
pleased to hear his prayers, and bless his labours : 
several of us, at the same time, became thoughtful 
about our state, and we began to inquire in earnest 
abdut the salvation of our souls. We then saw the 
importance of giving up our wandering life, and of 
settling in a place where we could cultivate the earth, 
have our children instructed, and give up many of 
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fliose evil practices connected with <he WdEndering life 
we then led. 

•* When the change I have described took place, we 
began to see the necessity of each man having one 
wife only^ and we were very much distressed on this 
point. Mr. Anderson did not lay down any parti*- 
cular rules to us on this subject, and he treated us 
with great tenderness while we were revolving the sub- 
ject in our minds, and conversing about it one with 
another. I had then two wives — ^the one was a young, 
the other an old woman. I was for some time at a 
great loss how to act : T could not see it my duty to 
put away the old woman, and I loved the young 
woman, and could not put her away. After much de- 
liberation, and after explaining my views to them, I 
agreed to separate myself from both till I should have 
more light upon the subject. 

^^ During our separation, I supported them ; and, after 
a short time, the young woman married, and then I 
took home my old woman, and there she is — (pointing 
to her on the floor, as he raised himself in his bed, 
and wiped his forehead,) — there she is attending me in 
my dying moments, and forgetting her own wants to 
supply mine. It is painful to part, but the struggle 
will soon be over with us, when we shall meet in our 
Father's home, never to part more.** 

From Griqua Town I proceeded to the Bechuana 
Town of Lattakoo, about one hundred and thirty mUes 
farther to the northward. But I consider it best^ for 
the sake of connexion, to relate here what passed at 
the general convocation of the Griquas on the 20th of 
September, after my return, before I give the d^aib of 
my journey to Lattakoo, and my remarks on tiie state 
and prospects of that mission. 
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Th& gfeneral meeting cOhe Griquag and other tribes 
was held, according to appointment, on the 20th of 
September. The men aswmblad on this occasion^ from 
different quarters of the country^ might amount to be- 
tween three and four hundred. I regret that it did not 
ocour to me at the time to take their exact number, 
with a list of their names. 

The first thrM days were spent in hearing their dif- 
ferences, and in endeavouring to reconcile the parties 
to each other. After this difiicult task had been 
effected^ in a manner which exceeded my previous 
expectations^ a few simple regulations, congenial with 
their own notions^ and the fnt)gress they had made in 
civilization and general knowledge^ were proposed at 
a meeting of all the parties^ discussed^ and adopted by 
acclamation^ At the passing of each resolution^ all the 
men stood up^ and held up both their hands. While 
they were yet standings in passing the last resolution^ 
with their hands lifted up^ ^^ That they would all unite 
in suppressing all commandos against Bushmen and 
Bechuanas^ and in putting an end to the nefarious 
system which had been carried on by the Bergenaars,*' 
I addressed them as follows : — ^* Your hands are now 
lifted up in the presence of God and angels, before 
whom you have solemnly pledged yourselves that you 
will keep this resolution ; and^ if this solemn engage- 
ment is violated by you^ I shall appear as a witness 
against you on the day of judgment." 

The scene was altogether one of the most solemn 
and interesting I have ever witnessed ; and the manner 
in which the people were affected, after this public ex- 
pression of their sentiments, may be conveyed in the 
language of a Coranna chiefs who exclaimed^ " My 



104 QfOAupiciAirioim lusQums^ fok 

herirfc is gbd! My heart is glad! A km days^ ago, 
trtien we saw jeaeh other at a distamoe, and did not 
haow to what party we belonged^ w^ were gbd to 
cneep behmd the bushes. We were afraid to «ert; 
but now we can travel over tiie country in peace ; we 
l^ave nothing to fear ; we can go from howe to hooBe, 
and in every house meet with friends ! " * 

lliere is, no doubt, yet much to do ; but much has 

been effected. We have got a platform, aad, I hope. 

Providence will provide us with suitable labourer^. I 

have often wished, since I entered the Giiqua country , 

;&8it the friends of missions at home could have se^i 

what I have witnessed among this people. Instead of 

si^ppQsing- tiiat any talents would prove sufficient for 

missioi^es to sodi a people, they would say, wl^re 

are the requisite qualifications to be found ? Our mis- 

fflonai ies in this qasLjier have been excellent men, and 

very well fitted for the inkial work of misidcsiaries 

^iQcmg barbarians ; but it required an individual, at 

least, with more enlarged acquaintance with men and 

. ihmg$i to carry oo the process, when the people had 

ftdvaaced beyond first principles, and required govern- 

q«ne»t:a8 wdl as Christian advice. 

The affairs of societies, even at home, where tiie go- 
vernment depends on popular opinion, adkk^n go on 
weU uiile^ they have individi^s among ihem much 

* In this arduous business I was ably assisted by Jonathan 
Crlei^y £sq.| H. C. C. 3.» and Captain Warren, whfxm I happened to 
wcet at GriquaTown, returning from a tour they had made to Lat- 
takoo. Both these gentlemen took a lively interest in the state of 
the people who attended this public meeting, and endeavoured to 
impress upon their minds the importance of the meamiren recom- 
lOifiBded to be ad(^ted by them* 
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sqpen^r to wkat may be called the seosible part of thm* 
txwoinunHy^ — ^men to whom all parties agree to kxik dp 
&r advioe» aad under whose bamier they wiUingly 
jaBge themselves. A society^ consisting of a nambor 
of sensible men^ if they have no individual among them 
.uniting in himself some real or adventitious superiority^ 
frequently gets into parties^ and falls to pieces. 

Ihe missionaries have^ in general^ maintained a 
commendable neutrality : they were afraid to interfere 
on political subjects^ and they have maintained the 
good q)i&ipn of all parties ; and this is so fiur well. Bat 
the peqple^ having come to that state that they required 
a civil government^ they could no longer be governed^ 
as a body, by the laws of a Christian church j and oar 
missionaries could go no further^ and did not know how 
to account for their failure. 

From the want of a suitable person to take the 
charge of this station, things had remained too long in 
this state^ but it was now become necessary to supply 
this deficiency in the best way possible, without loss of 
time. Under the superintendence of Mr. Peter Wright, 
the temporal affairs of Theopolis had greatly improved ; 
and, after my return to the colony, a proposal for him 
to go to Griqua Town was submitted to his considera- 
tioD> and agreed to. The interest he took in the mis* 
sionary station at Theopolis, the attachment ct the 
people at that station to him, and, above all, the health 
of Mrs. Wright, which was then extremely precarious, 
wei^ied much against his removal ; but the sacrifices 
required were at last cheerfully made, in the hope that 
his presence at Griqua Town might, by the blessing 
of God, lead to a better state of things. Toward the 
end of 1825, Mr. and Mrs. Wr%ht reached the place 
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of their destination. In the course of a few months 
after his arrival^ a visible improvement took place 
among all the people under the influence of his instruc- 
tions ; but an act of unseasonable severity on the part 
of Waterboer, the chief who had been supported by 
Mr. Melvill, revived the animosities of the Bergen- 
aars, so as to threaten the entire destruction of this 
station. If the shortness of the period Mr. Wright 
had been at this place did not allow him time to ac- 
quire a sufficient influence over the mind of this chief, 
so as to prevent this rash and mistaken act of justice^ 
his interposition has at least been the means of pre- 
serving the village and its inhabitants ; and it is to be 
hoped^ when he shall be more effectually aided by a 
few additional labourers^ that the affairs of this mission 
will revive. 



lOT 



CHAPTER VI. 

Journey to the Bechuana Country. — ^Interview with Bushmen.-^ 
Their agility in chasing the Game. — Berands the Griqua Chief. 
—Bushmen's mode of destroying Lions. — ^Arrival at the Kuru- 
*man Station. — ^Improvements introduced by the Misidonaries.— 
Superstition of the Bechuanas.-— Intelligent and humane Coii« 
duet of the Chief Mahuri. 

In company with Mr. and Mrs. MelviU, who proposed 
travelling with me to Kuruman or Lattakoo^ I left Griqua 
Town on the 6th of September. The country between 
Griqua Town and Kuruman is extremely flat, and pre- 
sents very few objects to relieve the eye of the traveller. 
On the following day my attention was arrested by the 
appearance of three natives at our waggons. They 
were slender in their persons, extremely well made, of 
a light copper colour; their stature was above the 
middle size, and they were neatly dressed in leather 
pantaloons and jackets, which were made to fit tight to 
their shape, and showed their symmetrical forms to 
advantage. Their jackets had each a collar, with two 
buttons ; they wore hats, which had been obtained from 
the colony; and their pantaloons were kept tight by 
straps which passed under the soles of their shoes. On 
their approach to the waggons, they entered into con- 
versation with Mr. Melvill. After talking a few mi- 
nutes together, they began to move about. I could 
not, at the time, say what it was in their appearance 
which interested me, but my attention was completely 
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riveted by their air and manner. While I was wiaiting, 
mth some degree of impatience^ for the return of Mr. 
Meivill to the waggons, to give me information respei^t- 
ihg the strangers, 1 saw them lie down upon the grouttd ; 
or, more properly speaking, I observed that they had 
changed their posture from a standing to a reclining 
(me; for the change was made in such a manner, 
that, although I was looking at them all the time, 1 
could scarcely say that I saw the manner in which the 
change was made. When they lay down and rose up, 
it was with so much agility, that their movements ap- 
peared as easy as if they had been beings that scarcely 
touched the ' earth. After puzzling myself for some" 
ikme to find out to what nation they belonged, I was 
very much smprised when informed by Mr. Melvitt 
that they were three Bushmen. I had remarked a 
great improvement in the appearance of the Bushmen 
as I receded from the borders of the colony ; but I had 
not before met with any of that nation, not residing at 
the missionary stations, exhibiting so very interesting 
ail appearance as our present visitors. On further 
inquiry, I found that they considered themselves as 
under the protection of Waterboer, chief of Griqua 
Town; that they had the charge of that chiefs cattle; 
and that they had a considerable herd which wastheif 
(Wn property. Brought up from their infancy to de- 
pend upon the chase, the Bushmen must acquire, from 
their manner of life and habit of body, an agility in 
their movements surprising to strangers on first vtsiting 
them. 

I met with nothing, during my visit into the interior^ 
separate from the great objects I had in undertaking ity 
which delighted me more than tfie sight of the Bushi* 
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men cba^ig the game* When the coontry has suf* 
femd from long drought, the game generally oaUect on 
the $ides of the liyers in great numbers. The herdd^ 
pa^rticularly^ of springbucks are often so large in suoh 
circumstances^ that^ when pursued^ tbey frequently im- 
pede each other in their flight. Wherever those large 
herds are to be found, the traveller is sure to meet with 
Bushmen, provided there be nothing in his appearance^ 
or in that of his party^ to intimidate them^ and prevent 
their approach; and he may, occasionaUy» obserm 
them pursuing the game with a speed surpassing the 
fleetaess of the beautiful animals of which they are in 
chase. On such occasions^ I have seen them approach 
the herd, lodge their poisoned arrows^ leave the chase 
to soheit tobacco from us in our waggons^ and again^ 
darting off at a tangent like an arrow^ overtake the 
frightened herd, and secure the wounded deer* 

During the course of the afternoon we reached 
Daniel's Kuyl^ the place at which Berands^ one of the 
Griqua chiefs^ then resided. Berands is a very shrewd 
and respectable-looking old man. His name frequentiy 
occurs^ in connexion with the Griqua missions, in the 
communications of Mr. Anderson to the London Misi^ 
sionary Society ; and those of my readers who ar* 
acquainted with the journals of my esteemed fellow- 
traveller, will recollect his name from the interesting 
deso-iptlon given by Mr, Campbell of (iie peaooAil 
ipoeetiiig of this chief with Africaner, after they hc^ 
been for many years eqgaged in bitter hostilities againsft 
each other. Complimenting Berands on his humanity, 
on observing a kraal of Bushmen which was under 
his prot^tion, be remarked^ with a significant look, 
a«i4 with a shri;^ of his shoulders, ^^ If you newr dp- a 
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more meritorious action Hham that wUoli you are pleased 
to ascribe to my humanity^ I fear you will have a poor 
chaAce of getting to heaven, if you have nothiiig to 
depend iqpon but your good works." The reasons tbait 
be assigned for protecting the Bushman kraal were^ 
that they kept the country clear of lions« 

From the description given me of the mani^r in 

which the Bushmen, in that part of the coimtry, kill 

lions^ it i^pears that they destroy that formidable ani^ 

mal much more quietly and expeditiously than even the 

marksman of the country can dispatch him by fire-arms^ 

In the contests of the Bushmen with the licmt^ ^ 

reader must not expect any thing like the prolonged 

struggle aiid noble daring which he may have elsewhere 

read of, or seen described in the first volume of this work, 

by tl^e landdrost Sterreberg. After firing hundreds <rf 

shots, it is not necesaary for the Bushman^ in his own 

defence, to dofifhis kaross, and pierce the heart' of his 

noble aatagoni^ with an assagai or spear. He goes 

more quietly and safely to work. To account for the 

superior succe93 of the Bushmen in those desperate 

affrays, we must begin cnii* narrative by giving some 

account of the habits of the Hon. The lion, winch in 

many points of his character resCTables the dog, cKffers 

from him in this, that his hearing is not so aoute, and 

he i^ not, for that reason, easily awaked. When a lion 

is asleep, particularly after he has goi^ed himself with 

his prey, you may walk round about him without dis«» 

turbing him ; and he has this property, that, if he is 

awaked by any thing striking or fklling upon him, he 

loses all presence of mind, and instantly flies off, if he 

is not confined, in the direction in which he hs^pens to 

be lying at the time. 
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The wdf and the tig^generaOy retire to ihe caverns 
and the ravines oi the mountains, but the lion is most 
usually found in the open plain, and in the ndghbour« 
hood of the flocks of antelopes which invariably seek iht 
open counUy^ and which manifest a kind of instinctive 
aversion to places in which their powerful adversary may 
spring upon them suddenly and unexpectedly* It has 
been remarked of the lion, by the Bushmen, that he 
generally kills and devours his prey in the morning at 
sunrise, or at sunset. On this account^ when they 
intend to kill Mons, they generally notice where the 
«pring«-bncks are grazing at the rising of the sun ; and 
by observing^ at the same time, if they appear flight^ 
ened and run off, they conclude that they have been 
attacked by the lion. Marking accurately the spot 
where the alarm took place, about eleven o'dock in the 
day^ when the sun is powerful, and the enemy they seek 
is supposed to be fast asleep^ they carefully examine the 
ground, and^ finding him in a state of unguarded secu^ 
rity, they lodge a poisoned arrow in his breast. The 
moment the lion is thus struck^ he springs from his 
lair^ and bounds off as helpless as the stricken deer. 
The work is done ; the arrow of dei^ has pierced his 
heart, without even breaking the slumbers of the lioness 
which may have been lying beside him ; and the Bush- 
man knows where^ in the course of a few hours^ or 
^even less time^ he will find him dead^ or in the agonies 
frf death*. 

* One of the keepers at Exeter Change was lately lulled by a 
lion, from his ignorance of this peculiarity. On going into the cag« 
of the lion and awakening him, the animal, not seeing any way of 
escape, insstantly killed the man, whom, probably, under other ciiw 
^umstances, he would have caressed. 
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After a journey of four days from Griqua Tpwn, i^^^ 
arrived, on the 10th of September, a^t the mi^siopafy 
station on the Kuruman fountain. The situation chosen 
for the site of the new station, and the appearanqe of j 
the place, were of course the first things which kttract^d , 
my attention ; and I am happy to say that in both pay. 
expectations were exceeded. The scarcity of rain U a 
great barrier to improvement in this country, as a shower, [ 
to moisten the ground, is a rare event. The missiopa- ^ 
ries (Messrs. Hamilton and Moffat) assured me,^hai/ 
they had not, for five years, seen a drop of rain run- 
nmg on the surfece of the ground, and their sole de-' 
pendence for corn and vegetables is upon irrigutiou- 

If cloudless skies and continual sunshine be favour- . 
able to happiness, the people of this countr}^ might be 
supposed to enjoy it in a high degree, for it is seldom ^^ 
that a single cloud is seen in the horizon. When we, 
form our estimate of happiness, we seldom reflect how . 
much of it arises from the power of contrast. Clouds 
and shades impart to a Bechuana a more lively idea 
of felicity, than sunshine and fine weather do to an .^ 
Englishman. 

While the missionaries resided at New Lattakoo, which ^ 
is not more than nine or ten miles distant from the sta- 
tion on the Kuruman, AVttli considerable labour they sue- , 
ceetled in bringing a small stream of water to the town; 
but it proved insufficient, and it was still of great im- 
portance to fix upon a spot where the requisite quantity J 
of water might be procured. The fountain of the Kur- , 
ruman rises at the bottom of a small hill, which ascends .:! 
between forty and fifty feet above the level of the sur- . 
rounding plains. The hill, which presents a flat surface, 
and the diameter of whiuh is about three-quarters of a 
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mile, is composed of green stone and amygdaloid, inter- 
sected with veins of ^parently crystallized quartz. The 
green stone is in large masses, embedded in lime ; and, 
from the projections of the lower strata, it appears to 
rest upon a bed of coarse limestone. The Knruman is 
the finest spring of water I have seen in Africa, Im- 
mediately at the source, and on a considemble declivity, 
it presents one stream, six feet in breadth, and nearly 
two feet in depth, rushing forth with considerable force. 
TTiis body of water is joined by some smaller streams 
issuing from the same source ; and, not more than a few 
hundred paces from the fountain, it spreads itself into 
a ford of considerable breadth, and about four inches 
in depth. The place chosen for the site of the institu- 
tion was selected because the breadth of the valley, at 
that spot, aflfords the greatest quantity of land capable 
of irrigation, and it is not more than three miles below 
the spring. The first object of the missionaries was to 
cut a channel for the water ; and they have now finished 
a ditch two miles in length, two feet in depth, and from 
three to five feet in breadth. This has been a very 
arduous, and certainly a great work for their strength* 
They had no assistance from the Bechuanas, who were 
not suflSciently impressed with the importaiKie of the 
undertaking to take any part in it. Until they saw the 
water running into the ditch, they deemed it impossible^ 
MEid tr^ted the attempt with ridicule. But^ when they 
saw it completed, their surprise was as great as their 
ftmner scepticism; and it was amusing to see several 
ditches which they had dug, without the knowledge of 
the missionaries, immediately below the fountain, in 
the bope that the water would follow their spades and 
pidkaxes up the sides of the adjoining heights. The 

Vol. n. I 
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Bechuanas are^ however, now convinced of their error; 
and some of them are leading out the water to make 
gardens and corn-fields on an inclined plane^ and are 
very much ashamed when any one diverts himself by 
referring to their former attempts. 

When the missionaries first undertook this wc»*k, 
Mateebe, the king, or principal chief, of the tribe, pro- 
mised to join them with his people ; but it appears that 
]bis incredulity respecting its success, and the disturbed 
state of the country, have hitherto prevented him from 
fulfilling his promise. In the beginning of June last» 
he was attacked and plundered of some cattle. The 
alarm occasioned by this circumstance, together with 
reports of other meditated attacks, induced him to re- 
move from Lattakoo nearer to the Griquas, to whom, 
particularly to their chief, Waterboer, he looked up for 
assistance and protection in danger ; but Mahuri, his 
brother, and his people, are now at the missionary 
station. 

With very great labour, the missionaries have suo 
ceeded in erecting a neat row of houses in the bottom 
of the valley ; to each house is attached a large garden, 
endosed with a neat fence. The gard^is have been 
laid out, by Mr. MofiTat, with much taste ; and, from his 
knowledge of horticulture, they have been stocked witti 
a variety of seeds and edible roots. In front of the 
houses, and at a distance of, perhaps, forty feet, is the 
canal by which the water has been led out from the 
river. Across this water*channel is a wooden bridge, 
leading to each house. Within ten fed; of the house is 
the garden, from which it is entered by a gate j and 
along the whole line of the fence, the space betivreen 
it and the water-course is planted with willows and 
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poplars. After ihejoimiey we had from GxiquaTown^ 
tiaiere vrss somethings very refreshuig to us in the ap- 
pearance of this sequestered and pleasing spot. Mr. 
CKeig* and Gaptun Warren^ who had visited it only a 
few days before^ were quite delisted with tiie mission* 
famiies^ with their labours^ and with the rismg beauty 
o( the place. Should the missions continue to prosper 
in this place, and the same spirit of improvement which 
Mr. Moffioit disoovers continue to manifest itself» it will^ 
m like course of a few years, when the plantation is a 
little further advanced, present a very pleasii^ object 
to the Afiican traveller. 

On Sunday^ the llth» I attoided puUio worship, Mr- 
Hamilton preached in the mornings and Mr. Moffat 
ciitechized a few young people in the afternoon. We 
had service in Englush and in Dutch besides. 

The attendance of the Bediuuias was small : they 
do not yet see the importanpe of eternal things. There 
were not more than forty of them present ; but I was 
told tiiat even this attendance is much greater than it 
formerly was^ when all the people resided tog^er. 
The females are much more averse to the change than 
tite men : th^ appear to be much more strongly wedded 
to their superstitions, and^ generally speakings they not 
only refuse to attend worship themselves, but do all in 
their power to prejudice the minds of the men^ and to 
detain them from attending the preaching of the gospel. 
The mkdonarieB at this station can hardly be said to 
be doing more than labouring in hope^ yet^ discou- 
ra^ng as circumstances are^ considenyble ground has 
been gidned. 

Mr. Mo&t is now able to address the Bechuanas in 
their own language. He has prepared some school** 

12 
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books for their instruction, wWch^ tog«<fcer Withiaojrie 

parte of the holy scriptures, have heenptmtedbittMag^ 

land, and are, bytWs time, in the possesdioiiiof Art 

missionaries aiid ttie people. THie attendance and ^»att 

tentiott of the people are increasing. :i 

Superstition is a natural growth of human mrtuhBtia 

I ev6ry climate, and in every soil ; and in the absence of 

I divine revelation, the most polished nations and 4be 

I most powerful minds have not been aide to> shake ^them^ 

I selves free from ite delusicms and teirors- Wbem urt 

look atttie page of history, we observe the mol/ements 

of armies hastened or delayed, batdes lost or^ tironi 

kingdoms preserved or overthrown, by the hdpes 4» 

terroiis infused into the minds of generals and amltes, 

I by an eclipse of the sun, a flight of birds, or an appeal^ 

ance in the entrails of a beast. 

TRie different superstitions in tfie world have* one 
CfOimmon ori^n : they spring from confused ideas of an 
invisible agendy. The elegant mythology of the Greeks 
and the more vulgar superstition of the tribes of Africa^ 
may be traced to fhe same source; and ai&the 'forkier 
maintained itti influence till it fell belbre the h^of 
Christianily, we have no reason to expect that th^ 
latter will die a natural death, or by other means. * 
in mentioning the following instaivces of Bec^uauna 
superstition, it is not my intention to enum^rater^aU 
the superstitions of that people. The aspecte of 8»- 
perstition among savage or barbarous tribes are »s© 
various mid so trifling, and the resemblance between 
between fhem is so great, that on knowing the snper^ 
tStitions of one tribe, all is known that is worth the ref- 
lating. Everything in a state of ignoratice/wbi^ is 
not known, and which is involved in mystery, is the 
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ofageettJn'of isipeistitioas veneratioo, where second 
<^ii^iiaraf:imlpK>wii^ and invisible agteocy is 8ubsti-» 
liiliedoin* j^AT pHtoeB. My only object in advertini^ to 
that; ^j«[ot at pii98ent> is to show ihe influence whidi 
the instructions of the missionaries bare had in this 
^rtionbr /upon the ndnds of the people. 
i : mi k^ly tiie missionaries have not been allowed to 
^e mmiure for; their gardens^ It was formerly uni* 
Arersally bi^teved tleiat if the manure were removed 
&om the cattk^kraalSi the cattle would die of a partis 
j^y^: 4hmisei This {mgudice is now removed^ at 
l^ast with 'Malmd and his people^ and the missi^maries 
have at present no trouble on Uie subject The Ratn*- 
JVSakiars^ as tb^ are called among MisiteebS'a people^ 
iised to eix:es^ise great influence over them, but that 
profession is no longer in public estimation. 

Mate«b^5 reasoning with Mr^ Moi6»t, on this subject, 
areinarked> ^^ If God governs the worlds (and I am now 
4ii^po$ed ito admit that opinion*) he must be the Father 
of raifl.r 

V ; In the fountains in this country^ there is. a species of 
large wate^snaJkie. The Bediuanas consider theses orea»- 
i\iie$imcr^d9 2ind believe that if one erf them is killed, 
the fcmntain will be dried up. An imsiensely largi 
iMtta^wasiiseen baaking mmong the reeds near the Ku- 
Itumantfoontain: from the deserifrtion given of it> the 
wssionarien bdaeved it to belong, to an unknown spe* 
dtes> I and wished to procure it When it became known 
(ihat^ftbfey were watching for it^ an alarm was excited 
^mwgj^e .people. To quiet this alarm^ Mahuri col- 
lei^t^dibi^ipec^le, and pointed them to the ditch the mis- 
^ii^adrfiesMddog for leading out the water^ the buildings 
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tiiey had erected^ and tiie gardens <bey hadincfesed^ 
and then, remarking on the superior skill of ihe mis- 
sionaries^ asked thetn^ ** If the tmuUe ^and expense 
fhey had been at was not sufficient security that they 
would do nothing to injure the fountain." From tt» 
confidence the people had in the inissi(»iEaries^ and 
the progress which rational ideas had made amoi^ 
them^ this mode of reasoning was eflFective. 

Formerly, it was against their practice to detiote 
from the customs of their ancestors. When urged to 
plant com, &c., they used to reply that their fa(li<^s 
were wiser than themselves, and yet were content to 
do as they did : they also regarded every innovation 
as an insult to the memory of their ancestors. On this 
^it to the Kuruman, I had the satisfaction to see 
Mahuri, with his people, and other Bechuanas, apply- 
ing to the missionaries for seed-corn to sow on the 
lands then under irrigation. In reference, also, to a 
promise of the missionaries to plough some land, and 
train a span of bullocks for him, he manifested con- 
siderable {Measure. Mahuri h^ also adopted ihe 
European dress. 

The Bechuanas, and all the CafFer tribes, have no 
idea of any man dying except from hunger, violence, or 
witchcraft. If a man die, even at the age of ninety, 
if he do not die of hunger or by violence, his death is 
imputed to sorcery or to witchcraft, and blood m hj- 
quired to expiate or avenge it. This sometimes gives 
rise to indescribable scenes of slaughter and misei'y. 
Where the person who dies a natural death has no 
one to avenge it, or if the person supposed tohaye 
occasioned his death is powerful, the feeling, of dounge. 
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b smothered ; but on the death of chiefs or great men^ 
those at yariance with them are generally suspected, 
and a natural death is followed by many murders. 

Pedu^ the heir of Mateebe^ who visited Cape Town 
in company with Mr. MoSbAj was rather an interesting 
young man^ of an affectionate disposition^ a favourite 
with his parents^ the people^ and the missionaries. On 
his return to Lattakoo^ he became enamoured of a young 
woman who was engaged to a son of one of his father's 
ehiefs. The missionaries did what they could to dis- 
suade him from his purpose^ but in vain; and the 
fermer connexion was easily (Ussolved when the young 
diief became a suitor. A marriage followed, and Pedu 
died^ about eight months eAer that events by what is 
called in that country the bloody sickness. His death 
was the cause of great lamentation to all tlK$ people^ but 
his parents were inconsolable. The death of Peclu was 
imputed to sorcery employed by the family of the chief 
whose son bad been formerly betrothed to the young 
wife of Peclu. No investigation was instituted. To 
be suspected and found guilty amounts^ under such 
circumstances^ to the same thing ; the family was to be 
exteraiinated. Mateebe consented; and Mahuriwas 
called upon^ as next brother to Mateebe, and uncle to 
the deceased, to become the avenger of blood. When 
the secret was confided to Mahuri> he expostulated with 
Mateebe on the cruelty and injustice of the measure ; 
he asked him if this was all he had gained by having 
the missiosiaries so long with him. Mateebe became 
ashamed, and endeavoured to oppose the queen's pur- 
pose, but she was inexorable. Mateebe, therefore, still 
sided with her against his own convictions. Mahuri, 
seeing he could neither persuade his brother to resist 
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the importunity of the queen, nor himself decline the 
.office, apprized the family of their danger, and they fled 
to a tribe of Barolongs. He followed them with his 
:W^rriors, and returned and told his brother, and the 
people in general, that HAM'tkih^ and his family had 
found protection ; that he was not in a condition to 
;^ttfteklJ(iem.; aAd ihat, if they persisted itt piirsuiiig*the 
«aatterifttrtfeer> they must go to war with Several ^tribes 
OTOTepowerfiil than themsdves*. 
i ' Mfi^hiltri was, tin lately/ considered as not favourably 
xKspJbSdd towards the missioparies, ^n4 we cannot ^ay 
that he is yet converted to Christianity ; but the cir- 
cumsta^es related resp^ctiqg h^o} j?l^w a vi?ry,plfi^jg 
^hjan^^, aild aflford Te^op; to, believe tl|at thp. I^bi9i^^(^ 
the missipnaries have pot been altpgeth^.in vftiRjr,i^|i4 
that still greater results xu^y yet be expected frwi-tti^p^ 

* Mateeb^ is Icing, or suprem^ chief, of several associated clans 
6f B^ditmn€t$, ^f "whom the Batclkapees are the predominating 
iribe^j.The mime of thiHlri^ 13 written by Bm6he\\,Bai<ihapiti8; 
l^jfC£Li^];)^\ly:JK0i^kapee^; md by ^Hion^oiiJ \Maicihap€ii% I 
a^QJ^t . *H? o^thpy|-^f4ijjr of th^. repidBpt niigi^ionwesf ft&p^hnjb^^jtl^ 
«ibsi correct. 
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iu,a ."':.. CHAPTER Vll. 

Vffit to \b^ dfse^rted Town ofltattakoo. — Ita dwolaie «ppeiuMtfite« 

^ ♦— ]pf9(^ofKaUeglmmy. — Vj^U to MMeebtT^ CaBiip.«***Iiiter«iev 

with the King and his Family*— rQreat diff*ere9C0 in ihe appecr^ 

ance of the Chiefs and the Common People. — Teysho aqd his 

Family. — Standard by which the People estimate presents*-*- 

- Government. — Public Assemblies. 

^AirnsR iBpehdmg some time atKuruman, we paid a visit 
ib'Litttakoo. The site of this native town is elevated 
^bove tte suitounding plain ; and, in a country where 
iowfis are so scarce, it presents, at a short distance, a 
very agreeable object to the eye of a traveller. 

The construction of a Bechuana town presents an 
appearance of uniformity similar to that Observable in 
ion an^httl. The bouses are all of a eircidar form ; the 
iFOdf is raised on a cirele of wooden pillars, terminating 
in a cone ; the area witiiin the pillars is generally from 
twenty-five to thirty feet. A few feet within the pillars, 
and under the cenfre of the roof, is the sleeping-cham- 
ber. This apartment is fenced off by a circular wall, 
formed of clay ; between &is wall and the roof, an 
open space is left to admit a sufficiency of air. In the 
circular space, shaded by the projecting roof, between 
the pillars and the clay wall, the people are protected 
from the rays of the sun, and enjoy the benefit of the 
free sdr. Under this verandah the family receive the 
visits of strangers, amuse themselves, or indulge in 
rest, when the intensity of the heat is so great as to 
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prerent them from going abroad. Each house is 
inclosed within a wattled fence, about six or eight feet 
distant from the pillars^ and of sufficient height and 
thickness to secure the privacy of those within its pale. 
The streets, or lanes, are all very narrow, seldom af- 
fording room for more than two persons witii burdens 
to pass each other ; aild, to the eye of a stranger, they 
appear like a labyrinth. There was nothing in tl^ 
streets, or in the houses, to offend any of the senses ; 
everything was clean and in perfect repair. 

Every trace of vegetation in the neighbourhood had 
been burned up by a long and severe drought ; — not a 
blade of grass was to be seen in any direction. Mateebe 
and his people^ like Ahab and the Israelites of old, 
were travelling from place to place in search of water, 
to preserve alive their cattle. On entering the town, I 
found it entirely deserted. I observed no signs of aai- 
mation; not a living creature made its appearance, 
and I soon began to feel oppressed with the solitariness 
of the scene around me. The sight of a single family, 
left to take care of it, — a watdi-dog, or even the chirp* 
ing of a sparrow, would have affiorcted me more redief 
than all my philosophy could, at ihai time, muster. 
There is something awfully appalling in absolute soli- 
tude, where the bustle of civil life had once existed* In 
the midst of desolation, and in the absence of Ufe and 
motion, it seems as if nature was about to make its 
exit, and that it had come to the pause whidi is to pre* 
cede its dissolution. Standing, in such circurasi^ces, 
in the midst of a deserted town, and on the bonders of 
an interminable desert, I eaniKit do justnce to my keU 
ings. ^^ I beheld, and lo there was no man,, and all 
tke birds of the heavens had fled *' I 
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The followtBg desoriptioB was given us^ by tha people 
ai the Kuruman, of an expedition which some of them 
made, in their younger daya^ across the desert north of 
Laitakoo^ over which I had so reoratly looked io van 
for a single object on whidi the eye might repose.*^Tliey 
stated that they travelled two months^ over sandy plmns> 
wittiont meeting a human being; — that^ in all that 
journey, they did not see one spring of water ; — that, 
when ^ey had left the springs behind them, they found 
an abundance of water-melons ;-^that they fomid the 
juice of the melons a good substitute for water ; — that, 
after travelling two moons, they came to a great water ; 
^-^that this water was so great they could not see any 
thing beyond it ;-Tthat there were people living by 
it; — and ihat» on their approach, the people swam 
with fbeir cattle, to a small island at a short distanoe 
from the shore. The whole relation wi» so minute 
in its details, and there was so much keeping in the 
accounts given by difierent inchviduab, as to give the 
whole an air of probability ; yet, I confess^ I shonld 
not have liked to have undertaken a similar journey 
on the faith of the narrators. 

Hiat this desert is without inhabitants is a fact that 
is known. Human beings being found in Africa where* 
ever springs of water have been discovered, is a feet 
that renders it probable that it is wi&out water ; and 
that such a people should be tempted to venture into 
the desert, with the hc^ of obtaining plunder, is a 
circumstance not at all improbable. The only part of 
the story which appears at all doubtful, is that which 
rdatea to the ws^r-meions being scattered in such 
abundance over that immense tract 

Travellmg in AlHca, we oftm me^ with ettguhur 
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iii^tmoes oftfae i)0UBtiM and raided pitovisitm milder 
by Profridenoe, eYidently iniended for fthe supfievti ofi 
afliihal life under cireuinfitances of grel»t pHmtkm ihnik 
t^. followiogicircuinfitance leaves > some doubt on ioiif 
niiad ms to the truth of thm part of tlia^statwEient. : Tlie 
misaHHUtry. Sdimelin^ who hasi^ perhaps^ travefied «i 
far along the western coast of Africa^ never found asaf 
sudi pnmsions m die deserts traYersed by him ; aid>i 
en/ona occasion^: on the borders of the DamarateouniiiTV- 
DJsioaudn-wereifiYe days without wadtefy andhe doesipqi 
spestk of -baring found any sttch substitute^ when itbet 
saipplynhe /had in his waggon^ for bis own,4lae,i vmft 
exhausted*. 

i Haying finished my business at the Kuraman^ I took 
teav0 of Mr. Hamilton^ Mrs« Moffat^ and bear fdiildr^n> 
and^ in company with Mr. MoiS^t, set out in quert ^ 
Moiteebe and the peK^e who were witli him. 

:,After a jdumey of two days> over an arid pla^n^ at: 
aunsetweoaxne in sight of. Mateebe's caxop. Asw^ 
approaidied it> tbe whole scene presented to. us a AOv^L 
appearanrf^. It stood upon an extensive .pl^io^ and 
wtofoirmed of a laiige curole,- enclosing a numfeWipf; 
amaJler. omps^iai a considerable disi^noe from J^qhi 
etben Between ea^h family there was .a considejcabl^ 
^pix» of grounds .and they were/plaqed ai.i^al.dig^ 
tw^srfrom: emib o&er. The {dain had beep. :qQyeii^4> 

i,l\' P .!'! • " ■ ' ' ' ■ . .■*::.'. i i i'- 

* Since writing the abbm veoiarks^ I ted It dialed by my fiieoil' 
jj^f ^ ?ir}pg?1^ 1^ Jbe, .n^Us to . », vf ry int^^tijig tw)}w^ .of.jjp^ms 
wbiclv, b,e ^s jjist published, (many of them descriptive ofthe pe- 
culiar scenery and native tribes of South Africa,) that he had met^ 
trith^soflae 6f these Wild melons in the Great Karroo J imd he alfeiti^ 
lA^tibns h^i«Sng* received inlbrmatkM, froiii ^thetttt^ sbtirccto^ Isf ihd 
esriffWBCRof tbia ffuit ia gwA s|bim4smcfi iir Uw ,KAllaghi»ipy,d^fril*-[ 
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M^&ibwhes/of ^iHe laorel tribe^ which were from ^if^ 
tbr> tlveli;^[ feet tin iicdgiit. Each family had a bush/ or 
rttAer^ft kskrdo tsf^ bushi^^ instead €>f a hoa». fSh^ 
h\ss!b»d tAikk formerFf occupied the gronnd, esiCtpiittg 
tiM)$e thlut vmre used in the manner im have deseribedy 
had Ihieen cot down;, and :&e people were using (hem far 
fire^^oodi In the eyening^ idler the cattle are coK 
y^tod together, the people light thdr fines anid oook 
their) eoan^ei rnl^b. It being at this hoar that we 
sj^rjoachedtheenoftiipment^ tbebkaing fires, refleoted 
b^ the giossy leavbs of the laurel bushes^ ptesented^ in 
ttle midst of ibis desert^ an extremely picturesque 
scene. /•• 

The manner in which these oireles weiie formed^ 
whi^ appeared to ns^ at first sight, so whimffcaK 
#e^fterwfar(k found waii contrived for eaifety. The 
cattle, the only property possessed by sarrage tribe6> 
and the only ind«icement that others conid have to< at- 
tack ^em, being lodged^ daring the ni^it^ in die imier 
eittle, the enemy could not approach tbem od any s|i|fi£ 
^iM^b^i Ved/ and wiAont affi^mg the peofdetiine^tDi 
Mlt/^k Upon them to defend them. The outer' dirntfe 
ftirms ^ many points of observatbn, to give alGwrn- 
itt - fe»8e of danger. When an alarm is given; tlte 
cit^e^'^id^titot, and rwhen they fall back to thefcentMy,' 
^v^wa^li^eips the same relative pkce'heo^cnpiod: 
at the commencement of the attack. The women and 
diiMjoh-en ate i^iaeed beside the 4sat^« . . < v 

'^' Aftei-'crtKSSing several of these cireumvallations; we 
arrivfed at tMe inner circte. Onr approach being an- 
^oiinpejl to M^teebe^ we were waited upon by two of 
hisist^^;offioef s^ and conducted to the oeatre of the^ 
iAi!€9^c»i^j^Wh^ire>we^ miy^ked ow^vaggo^ 'Aammis^ 
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as the people imifirt hare been to come and look at 1% 
such was the state of tiieir police, that if we e&eept 
the persons already mentioned, we S0?w none but a few 
children about us for some time after we had heated* 

Having erected our tents^ we paid our reapects to 
the family of Mat6d)e^ whom we found seated within 
a drcde of bushes* The house belonging to tiik^king 
(or supreme chief of the Batclhapee tribe,) which we 
saw at Lattakoo, was distinguished from the othef 
houses in the town by being of larger dimensions^ 
and possessing more conveniences about it, but on tiia 
present occasion the king was not better lodged than 
the meanest of his subjects. The Bechuanas are very 
partial to the figure of the drcle. Hieir houses are all 
of a circular form ; the camp was composed of a se* 
4ries of concentric lines ; and the king and his family 
on this occasion formed a circular group, with a fire in 
the cen^e* They were sitting i^on a turf bank, witli 
-ibeir feet turned towards the fire. Mahoota, the queen> 
was upon the left hand of Mateebe ; the daughters, two 
good-lodking young women, sat next her ; the sons, 
according to thdr respective ages, sat n^Lt their sisbet^; 
and a few of the royal household completed the ring. 
Mateebe was dressed in a pair of pantalocms, a shirt 
and waistcoat, with a cat^skin caress over his should 
ders* By the appearance of the queen, we could per^ 
eeive how much she had been indebted to the recent 
visit of Mr. Gleig; and Captain Warren. She wore a 
^printed cotton gown, which had not been much i»ed, a 
lai^ and rather handsome shawl, and her head was 
covered by a handkerchief, neatly tied bdiin(L The 
young women were cbes^ied in gowns whick bad probably 
beenpresented to ih/^aoL by traveUers, or which they might 
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bave. received from the missioiiaries* wives ; and above 
,1iieBe> each of them wore a jackall-skin caross, which 
served for a covering by day^ and a blanket by night 
They were covered with a profusion of ornaments, 
which added nothing to their personal attractions. 

The king and his family were not long before they 
returned our visit We had not seated ourselves in 
our tent more than twenty minutes, when the royal 
femily and their attendants were announced* The en* 
trance of the king and his party was the signal to 
the people that they were at liberty to approach us« 
and the clamour we shwtly heard without* satisfied uf 
that it was not for want of inclination that they did not 
make their i^^peai*ance sooner. Our visitors were in ot9 
haste to depart Tea and coffee, with biscuits and 
preserves, were handed to them» and they appeared to 
be very well pleased with th^ entertainment. Ma^ 
teeb6 said litde : he had not yet received his preseuts» 
and his mind appeared to be engrossed with that sub- 
ject. 

The queen appeared to very great advantage in her 
jQt^ish dress ; and while she was not without dignity 
and ease, she was very communicative. The young 
people were very lively. The youngest son in paiti- 
eular, a boy apparently about nine yesuis of age; whose 
<K)untenanoe was marked by a ple^ant and intelligmt 
expres»on, gsined considerably upon my affections. 
The anxious hour had arrived when the standard of 
^timation in which we were to be h^, was to be de* 
oided by the presents we were to make to them ; and 
having received the articles we had prepared for each, 
they titanked me, and took their departmcp, leaving 
IM, after a fatiguing day's journey, to retire to rest. 
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In the morning, by sanrlse, I was aw^ed. ^^Xhd 
noise of the people about my waggOA. The king l?f4 
received his presents, and the chiefs and their Sanmlifi^, 
came to see what I had to spare to them* This "f^i^,' 
the first large assembly of the people I had spen^ and/ 
their appearance suggested to my mind many refiecUoii^ , 
which did not occur to me when I saw them in sm^kr 
groups, or as individuals. I was particularly stni^k ■■ 
with the difference between the sqppearanoe c^ the 
chiefs and their families, and the common people. Th^ 
superior class were taller in their stature ; their eoim* . 
tenances approached nearer to the Eurq)ean model 
than those of a lower rank; their complexions .w^re . 
lighter ; and they had an air of nobility about them , 
which indicated that they were born to commamd. >. 

From the facts which have come mider my observsa* 
tion, I feel no hesitation in giving it as my opiniosi 
that the complexion, the form of the countenance, and 
even the shape of the head, are much affecsbed by the 
circumstances under which human beings are placed i4 . 
a very early period of existence. This opinion has 
been strengthened by remarking the difference between 
the children of Hottentots at the breast. The geo^ 
rality of the children of the Hottentots, among thei . . 
farmers, at an early period of life, have been remarked , 
for their timidity, and although this may be owing to 
n^lect, and the want of suitable nutriment, I ^Qe wo 
reason for supposing that much of it may not ari^e 
from a diflVrent and not less intelligible cause. It jbta 
been established by indubitable facts^ that childf^ 
may be affected before they see the lights by thp^ypir 
pathy yvhich subsists between them and the wptbef ; 
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aiid^wl*f may we riot extend the rule; and iidmiV t^kt 
tlWi* arterial formfaf ion may be greeted By the tifegri: ' 
di^Ah^^^ dceaslonal terrors to which the maternal 
psfretit is ^bnoxicnis^ even an a gravid state^ uqdfer disi 
trteMb^ t!ii^m^tanoes»* or while suffering corpora! ' 
aili degtaditt^ punishments ? To whatever cauie we * 
m1^ aii^tibe \i, 4he children at our missionary institu- 
lien*; ^heii at the breast, discover none of thoise marks 
of ^kcfeteive timitify. ,• Add to the above cause, the 
ififffe^nce between a irtate of freedom, and a state of ' 
abj^t (Slavery, and the effects of the civilizing jprocess, 
an^ yon firid to ajppfo^tnation to each other between 
the -Ehropean isitid African ^ which at onbe obliterkfes '! 
those diirtindtions on which those miiendtble thebrieW 
hav^ been founded which have been alleged in favour 
of tSaVery. In corroboration of the opinion advapceti 
in *his instance, I have had the satisfactioii to remark 
at oiir missionary stations what appeared to me an * 
improvement, not only in the countenance, 1)ut even 
in tfie shape ^rf thfe hfead, for three successive gene- 
ratldiis. ; "■. " ' /. '. ' . * .' " ; ' ' '] 

Attl^frig tJlft group which surrounded pie on thjs oc- * 
easier, 1 discovered Teysho, Mateebe*s chief counsellor. 
HavlAg seen him at Cape. Town, he claihied the pri- 
vilege' ttf old acquaintance; abd he^ brouglit "bis wiie 
and *t#b' females along with him, whom I supposed Ifo 
be hiis daughters. Teysho is a handsome man, ai^d the 
/adi^>hb'*w6W*w4th him 'were fine-lookitog women, '[ 
and*litdW aii' of i^j^brfty a'bouf thdm which showed * 
{>lai^4hkt they were conscious of the advantage of 
theh^jK^soHs iftid Irafik. Tliefrlinder garments, con-, " 
dsttdoiP i^<)bie4rtidbs' of female di^s, which TeysHo ^ 
jbad biiought with him from Cape Town, in 18^. 

Vol. II. K 
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Each of them had a bcautifol cat-skin caross over her 
shoulders. The wife of Teysho had on her head a 
very neat hood^ made of jackairs skin ; and the heads 
of the young females who were with her were rather • 
tastefully ornamented witii shells and ostrich feathers. 
Their necks and arms were covered with beads> and 
they bad several strings of them also about their waists. 
It was evident, from thdr manner^ that Teysho had 
given his family some training, fh)m what he had ob^ 
isierved in Cape Town. They came up to me quite in 
:ttie Europeui style^ and if their manners were not ao> 
cording to the first standard of good breeding, they 
bad nothing savage^ w even awkward^ in their address. 
While others were clamorous for presents, they asked 
for nothing, and displayed a stateliness and reserve 
which distinguished them from the other females 
around me. 

Struck with the quantity of beads and shells dis-* 
played about the persons of the females in general^ 1 
remarked to Teysho, ^^Your ladies at Lattakoo are # 
very fond of ornaments ;'' to which the chief replied, 
rather piqued^ *^ Not more so than your ladies at Cape 
Town." It struck me^ after the remark was made^ 
that he had supposed that there was some allusion 
intended to his own family^ which was not, however, 
tbe case ; but he did not show any signs as if he had 
been at all ofifended by it. 

However much pleased natives from beyond the 
cxilony of the Cape of Good Hope may be on first 
seeing Cape Town, they are generally so much op- 
pressed by a sense of inferiority, and by the degraded 
state in which they see the coloured population, that 
after gratifying timir curiosity and getting together 
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^s^ piwents th^ njay look for^ they pr^w roUinuiy 
tOftib^ Qwn CQuptry^ to any temptation whipb om 
b9. ^ered to induce them to remain. ^' Capo Town 
^i *,ftae i^ce,'' si^id Tey«ho ; " but I prefer beii^f on 
tli^ bcMiks of the Kuruman. I was nobody th^n," 
added be^ smiling^, ^^ but I am of «ome consequianoa 

The natare c^ the presents which traveUers g^ene^ 
rally carry with them, to conciliate savage tribes^ show 
that they err in the estimate they form of theur cha* 
rapt<$r^ JB^ause they deck their persona with ornar 
ments^ and put a value upon beads, they suppose that 
they will be delighted with any kind of baubles au4 
trinkets. This mistake has arisen In part from their 
fiar|rettii^ that beads are the representatives of vailu^ 
among tham^ as gold and silver are amoDg us^ Amopg 
these people^ utility i», perhaps^ more oonneflted with 
beauty than it is with m* The quantity of beads that 
they carry about their persons is the mark of distino^ 
tion, because it is the sign of wealth ; and they attach 
no importance to the most beautiful beads that are 
not received among ih^ tribes around them as a circUr 
k^ng medium. They generally receive with polite- 
ness whatever you give th<mi» but they attach no im- 
portance to it if it has no exdhangeable value* In 
my Ute journey into the interior, I omitted to take 
witii me the articles usuaUy provided by travellers on 
sneb occasions, but on my arrival at Lattakoo I found 
I had some hardwiu^ afid cDtt<m goodsi that I had 
purchased in Cape Town, to barter for sheq? and oxen 
A^^bin the oolony. Fmding thM I had mQVf^ articles 
<rf this kind than I should require^ J selected what I 
Supposed I UQutd spare,, and distributed them^amo^g 
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those who were entitled to presents. And iso fer from 
their being disappointed that I had given them tie toy8> 
fliey had scarcely left my waggon, when they greeted 
feach other with much good hnmour : ^* This xt^n do^ 
not treat us like children ; he gives us things that are 
Useful." In giving them useful aatides, instead of 
iiifles, they felt that I paid a compliment to their 
understandings, which, perhaps, pleased them as much 
as the presents themselves. 

The form of government among this tribe is mo* 
narcbical, the office of king is hereditary, and the theory 
of governmait is that of an absolute despotism ; hvk 
Hie king is checked in the exercise of his power, by 
his poverty, and the drcurastances of his chiefs. The 
king is assisted by a council, composed of Ms chiefe; 
but this assembly is deliberative only, and the execu^ 
tive department of the government rests in the hands 
of the king. Several cases were related to me, in 
which the king exercised a despotic authority; but 
each of those cas6^ was followed by a diminution of the 
number of bis subjects. Such is the attachment of 
this people to the principle of hereditary monarchy, 
that no instance is known in the country of any of the 
chiefs having usurped this distinction ;. but if a chief is 
dissatisfied, he may withdraw with his followers from 
tinder the king's authority, and join another tribe ; 
and, in a thinly-peopled country, ^nd among tribes 
whose whole wealth consists in catiie, thfe must be a 
circumstance of frequ^it occurrence. To this oheok^ 
which must form a considerable security again^ the 
abuse of power, we may add another. All great ques?- 
tdons, and all questions relating to peace or war^* are 
decided cm in piiblic assemblies, which lire ^signdttierd 
in their language by the name of Peetshos. 
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The {)laoe aOiotted for these public aflsemblies is in 
the centre <rf the town ; it is of a circular form, and is 
surrounded by a fence. The whole tribe assembles on 
fe^e occaskffis. The centre of the circle^ which is 
^vated above Ike seats of the people, is reserved Iqr 
l^ose who are to address the assembly^ and direct ito 
movements. These assemblies have something in them 
of an imposmg* nature* I heard a very respeotaWe 
individual, who was present at one of tiiem^ declare 
that he considered himself as rewarded for the trouble 
of his journey by that spectacle ; but as the interest of 
a Peetsho must depend^ in a great measure, on the 
importance of the subject which is und^ discussion^ 
the effects upon a Granger would not always be the 
same. I bad not the gratification of seeing one of 
these puUic assemblies, but I was present at a council* 
They had at that time nothing before them to pro* 
duce excitement, and in reply, to my solicitation to 
Mateebe^ to assemble a Peeteho, I received the follow- 
ing apology, which induced me to relinquish my suit: — 
*^ I may call together the people," said he, *^ but the 
meeting would disappoint you. We can do nothiii^ 
on public occa^ns, unless we have something to ex- 
cite xm ; ajud our hearts are now like the d^ert without 
arain." 

The most remarkable feature in the Peetsho is the 
existence of two things hitherto deemed incompatible ia 
^any civilized countries, the exercise of arbitrary power 
in ibe head of the government, with a perfect freedom 
^ft debate. Eyery speaker on these occasions has the 
privilege of pointing out to the king his faults, and of 
roiniading'him (rfhis duty ; and this right is exercised 
jy^ §a much latitude, that his personal and domestic 
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concerns are not allowed to escape observatibki; It is 
the prerogative of the king to open and clo86 the *a8- 
sembly ; his opening speech generally relktfes to the 
affair on which they are assembled ; and his concltidnag 
one ia^ for the most part^ taken up in defending Mmself 
and his government against the compl^nts which may 
have been urged against them^ by the different speakers. 
No man is allowed to speak after the Idng ; and the 
moment he has concluded his address, a band of war- 
riors rush from behind him^ to the space which had 
been previously occupied by the speakers, and bra&«- 
dishing their arms^ offer defian6e to the king's enemies. 
This defiance is answered by shouts from the people ; 
and in ten minutes after the scene is over^ the king^ 
and the speakers who had been most severe in their 
^madversions on hb conduct and government, will 
be seen together, manifesting the m6ist perfect cor- 
diality to each other. 

The same thing occurred on a limited scale in the 
ooun^cil at which I was present. One of the chiefs told 
Mateebe, on this occasion, that he was entirely under 
the government of his queen Mahoota ; that it was 
owing to her influence over him, that he did mA 
ei\]oy the supreme pleasure of an old man, a young 
wife ; that while he was governed by the queen, he 
would never be respected by his subjects ^ that he bore 
no more resemblance to Mallahowan, his father, *• than 
the stunted shrub to the large spreading tree." To 
these, and other remarks of a similar nature, Mateeb^ 
replied with thts greatest composure, and wlttiout the 
slightest expression of displeasure on his countenance. 
In reference to the remarks made on Ihe influence 
which Mahoota had over him, he was very biief J he 
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appnved to ini that he was trotduig ad delioitte 
grooad ; and be ioBinuated^ with some arcbaes^^ that A 
youi^.wife mi^ have as mueh ioflaeaoe dver a maa 
as an aid one } but when he caoie to jeply to the com- 
parison wfaidi had been institated between biaisdf and 
big fatbar/ ho passed it orer with the foUowing remark ; 
^^^^ I aibnit Hmt my fatiier was a great man : he was 
a much gresAer man than I am ; but in making the 
comparison you have done^ you have forgot that my 
father had circumstances in his favour which I never 
possessed : my &ther had wise and warlike chieft, 
and a good and brave people." 

One of the most intelligent and high-spirited indi- 
viduals in the colony of the Cape of Good Hope, who 
was present at one o£ these Pushes, assured me that 
ha nev^ met with any thing that struck him so mudi 
as the anomaly in the government of this people I 
have described* ^^ I could scarcely credit my owa 
ears," that gentleman remarked, ^^ when I compared 
the absolute power of the king with the freedom of 
speech which I witnessed on that occasion. At the 
very moment that Mateebe was listening to animad- 
versions upon himself and his government, which 
would have exposed the subjects of any government 
in Europe to the severest pains and penalties, such was 
the power of this man, that he could have pierced any 
of the speakers through with his assagai, without in- 
curring the risk of the smallest disturbance ; and yet, 
such was his command of temper, that it did not at the 
time appear to give him the slightest uneasiness. The 
assembly broke oflF without any apparent irritation on 
either side, and the king appeared to place as much 
confidence in his faithful reprovers, as he did in any 
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other part of the group with which he was surrounded.'* 
A gentleman present when the above conversation took 
plaice, had recourse to a very short method of resolv- 
ing the diflficulty. He maintained that this practice 
among the Bechuanas was a fragment left us of the 
Qondjition of man in a natural state of sodety ;^ that 
where there are no restrictions, there can be no resist- 
ance ; that freedom of speech is the ss^sty-^valve of a 
state ; and that, by its influence in exposing' and pre- 
venting abuses, and in allowing the humours of dis- 
content to escape, it was as beneficial toihe goveMor 
as to those under his authority. This was a subject 
ffnta whidh no one else in the company felt di^Kised'to 
«nte^ ; and a diflferent turn was given to the conversa- 
tison by a gentleman present, who remarked, that these 
were subjects for the conversation of philosophers and 
statesmen, and that those under authority, as we werc> 
had nothing to do with the laws but to obey them. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

Character of the Bechuanas. — ^Thraldom of the Women. — Anecdote 

'* of Mahnri's Humanity. — ^Famished State of the lower Classes. 

^-^^-Chreat Extension of the Becfauana, or CafiR^r Langoage.^^Im- 

^ )M)rtanGe of the Bethtmna Country, as a FMd of MiMions^— Mr. 

UoWb^b Ylsit to Makabba, King of the Wankeeik 

Fim the true character of a people^ we must not look 
to the JQuraals of travellers for ioibrHiation which they 
Jmye picked up <huiiig their short visits; bat to such 
^ have resided among them> and have made themr 
l^elves iatimately acquainted with, their language^ their 
customs, and manners. In books of travels it is to be 
regretted that we seldom find a talent for detail con- 
nected with the oDiupreheni^cm of general pdncipies : 
hence^ many to whom science is indebted for the man- 
ner in which they have described the productions of 
foreign countries^ have proved themselves most unfit 
persons to give opinions on the character and institu- 
tions of men. The surface of a country is more open 
to observation than the deep hidden i^rings of human 
actions; and no one who is not acquainted with man 
can describe him. When we observe men judging 
of any portion of the human race, through the medium 
of their prejudices and passions^ and from insulated 
facts seizing upon general prindples, we may rest as- 
sured that they are unsafe guides. In our admiration 
of some of the bold and peculiar features of an unci- 
vilized tribe, such as that exhibited in the Bechuana 
Peetsho, we are apt to lose sight of their vices, and 
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gire them credit for a number of virtaes wfaidh they do 
not possess. It is^ perhaps^ oa this principle we a^e 
to account for the character of the Bechuanas^ which 
has been drawn by the pen of Lichtei^tein. In the 
pages of that writ^> they are represented m a people 
of an open» manly, and generous charad;er^ disdaiaii^^ 
in their wars and negotiations^ any sort of chieaae 
and deceit^ ^' a proof/' as he expresses it, ^^ of their 
natural rectitude and consciousneds of strength/' To 
strangers they can be courteous, if they please. Such 
of them as have come to Griqua Town, and are 
within the colony, make industrious servants ; and 
Europeans may travel with safety in their country, 
wherever the reports of the missionaries of Lattakoo 
have reached ; but on the general character of the 
people among whom the missionaries labour, we 
cannot bestow the praise of openness, generosity, hu- 
manity, or even courage. The following facts> rdated 
to me by tiie missionaries, furnish but a poor iUus- 
tration of the magnanimity and rectitude which have 
been ascribed to them : — 

For some time after they settled at Lattakoo, when- 
ever they received a visit from any of the peofde, 
they were obliged to watch them, and to put every 
thing they could purloin beyond their reach. So 
powerfully were the people actuated by this propen- 
sity, that they not only broke into their houses when 
they supposed they could do it without being detected, 
but they used to watch when the missionaries at- 
tended divine worship, and rob their houses on these 
occasions. The difficnlty of pntting a dieck to these 
petty depredations, obliged the missioni^es at last 
to leave always one of the family at home ; but it 
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is <k»» botli to tbe oredk of the peo^ and the nw* 
ak)iii»i«6> to my> that that is a practice of iirtiich they 
liarre not any longer to complain^ 

The women are^ among the Bechuanas^ as among 
most.other savage tribes^ in a state of crud vassalage. 
In a letter fix>m Mrs. M<^t, the excellent wife of the 
imssionary of that name, resident at Lottakoo^ re^ 
ceiTed only a few weeks ago^ is the following fiadthfol 
and affecting picture of the state of the females among 
this peof^. After describing the miseries and degra- 
dation of the Bushmen^ she says : — 

^^ Even amongst the Bechaanas> who are not snnk 
so low as some other tribes^ the women cultivate 
all the land^ build the boieses^ which are a grtet 
labour, and have often to carry the wood on their 
heads for miles^ while the men, comparatively active 
as they are^ never condescend to lend a helping hand 
to them. Picture to yourself tender and genUe women, 
besides those coni^tational infirmities appointed by an 
offimded Creator^ bending their delkate forms, tearing 
the rugged earth with a small iron-pick* or drag^ng 
immense loads of wood over the burning plains, where- 
with to drect their houses, thus bearing the double 
w^ht of the curse on both sexes. When the ladies 
at hon» know these filings, they wUl prize their own 
exalted privileges^ and endeavour^ by every means in 
their power^ to impart them to others^ who groan under 
such heavy oppression from proud and lofty man." 

In their mtrimonial alliances, the young femalejs 
have no choice^ the consent of the parents being all 
tha(t is requii^. Hieir future husbands genemlly take 
a fancy to them when they are mere infants, and when 
the matter is settled with ttie parents^ they are con- 
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gi4ei?9d from that teoder age as betrMh^' a»d the 
ip^t of the husband is ODnsidered as saeiied asfit afr 
terwards becomes, when they have taken home ihw 
yoTOg brides, ,. 

ThemagH^al influence of custom has so &r destroyed 
anything like incongruity in this practioe in the eyes of 
the Bechiianas^ that they were frequency in the habit: 
of asking Mr. and Mrs. Moffat if they had not found 
a husband for their daughter^ (a child of three years of 
^gCj) and they always ^pressed surprise. when: tibey 
were told that the missionaries would not consent to 
thi^ dapghter's forming any moh conoexioii tiU suoh 
time as she should be grown up to a woman. 

Inhumanity and cruelty form a leading feastureia the 
character of almost all tribes in a savage state. When 
tiie belief of the immortality of the human soul has, 
not a practujal influance on the heart, the life of a matt 
is no more r^arded than that of a beast. During aay 
visit to Maitoebe and hi& people, I had but too many 
illustrations of the truth of. this opinion, and these fl-* 
lustrations were the more striking to me, as I had then 
ample opportimities of comparing Mahuri (Mateebe's 
brother) and his people, who were then deriving benefit 
jGrom the instructions of the missionaries, with the body 
of the people who were followii^ the king. 

Before I left the Kuruman, Mahuri, and one or.fcwo 
of; his people, came to me with a youth of about fifteea 
years of age, and reqij^ted me to take himtmder.my 
projbection to save his life. The accwnit he gave of 
him was as. foUows : — ^The people with -Maifceebe, (im^ 
the long drought, were then suffering all the wiis 
of famine. This young man, to preserve his life, had 
stole a kid, and eat it. The fact had been discoyer«p4;t 
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and softie of Mateebe's people were then in purstiit of 
hitti/ and I wi» informed by Mahnri^ that they would 
certainly kfll him the moment they fodnd him. The 
circumstances of the case left me no room for hestta- 
tbn; and when I called upon the boy to mdunt upon 
tbe-^nt of my we^-gon, which was then ready to move> 
the Measure which beamed in the countenance of this 
chief and his people^ was scarcely less than that seen 
in the efyes of the young culprit^ to whom it instandy 
imparted all the joy of a life rescued from certain 
death. During the first night after our arrival at the^ 
can[ip of Mateeb^, he was concealed in the back part 
of my waggon ; and in the morning, When he i^wed 
hki head> I observed a smile upon his couotenanee, 
which indicated the most perfect security, while the 
people and the children gathered round him, and 
shaking their heads^ exclaimed, ^^ You are a happy fel-' 
low ! " The business was of course easily settled with 
Ma^eebe, and the boy rising to remain behind me, 
I brought him with me to the colony. 

Snch Was the state of wretchedness to which many 
ef Mate^be's people were reduced, that Mr. Glag re- 
marked, that although he had seen ixiany famines itt 
India, he had never seen the effects of famine in such^ 
a manner as he bad witnessed at Lattakoo. . Many 
0f'the common people were literally walking skeletons ; 
ami tiiose among them who were in possession of cattle, 
were Really passing sudi of their neighbours as were 
pecisbii^g amottg the bushes, with the leaves in their 
mouths; vriih as much indifiference as if they had been 
so many dogs*. 

* " They that be slain of the sword are better than they that die 
6lr iiinger, lor these pine away stricken through for want of the 
fruits of the field.''— Lamentations iv. 9. 
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Their wars are almoBt all predatory incmrsimis tin-* 
dertidceti for the sake of plunder^ and their conduct to 
their prisoners is characterised with great ferocity and 
cruelty. 

Mateeb6 has a gr^ share of natural direwdness and 
cunnings and he has got his ideas somewhat liberalized 
by the labours of the missionaries, but he is a mvage 
still. In 18S3^ Lattakoo was threatened by an immense 
horde of savages, who had devastated the wholte coun- 
try over which they had passed, till they were checked 
by the Griquas, who came promptly to the assistance of 
Mateeb6 and his people, at the solicitation of the mis- 
sionaries. It will excite no surprise that Mateeb6 and' 
his followers, who acted a very cowardly part in the 
engagement, should have shown the most savage 
cruelty to the prisoners after the action. If humanity 
is not always the associate of courage, cruelty is the 
inseparable attendant of cowardice. 

Ilie Griqua chiefs, seeing the Bechuanas in the field 
after the battle, and hearing that they were committing 
indiscriminate slaughter upon the prisoners, and sparing 
neither age nor sex, sent a message to Mateebe, stating 
that the women and children who had been saved by 
them, and whom he and his people were murdering, 
must be given up^ This reasonable and humane mes-^ 
sage was no sooner delivered to Mateeb6, than he 
started up in a rage, and with a large stone, knocked 
down one woman, and one of his attendants hnme* 
diately stabbed to the heart a male prisoner standing 
by him. ^* The dark places of the earth are fCill of tbef 
habitations of horrid cruelty." 

The prevalence of the Bechuana language over a 
vast portion of the continent of Africa> is a ciroumstauc^ 
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\vlucb «ddi^ greatly to the importance of this miMon. 
Tbe different tribes^ inhabitaog the extensive r^ioiis 
bejond the cokmy of the Cape of Good Hope^ extend- 
ing from the twentieth and twenty-first degrees of south 
Ifttitude, and strd)ching 6nmk the eastern to the western 
shores^ are known to 9pmk different dialect merdy of 
tiie same language. 

Wh^ the independmt state of these tribes is consi*^ 
dered^ the manner in which they understand eaoh other 
is matter of surprise* When Captain Owen^ of H*Mt 
ship Lev0n^ was employed in surveying the eastern 
comt of Afiriea» he Ic^ so many of his men by the uur 
heidthiness oi the c^pate, that he found it necessary to 
s^ipply iheir places by natives from Delagoa Bay^ whom 
he engsg^, for stiptdatdd wages, to assist in bringing 
round his vessel to the Gape, where he expected to 
procure British sailors. While the surveying squadron 
remained at Simon's Bay^ I had seveml c^portunities 
of oouversing with these maai ; and, on one occasion^ 
Captain Owen brou^t a number of tiiem to Cape 
Town> that I might have a full oj^rtunity of eliciting 
from them such information as might throw some light 
on this and other subjects connected with the inha- 
bitants of Southern Africa. After taking down frx)m 
their lips their numerals, and many of their words^ in 
c»rder to compare them with those I had collected be- 
longing to the Caffer and Bechuana tribes^ I introduced 
ihem io one oi Gaika's Gaffers from the Keiskamma^ 
in order to try if they could understand each other* 
The person in question was a young man in the service 
of the Rev. WUliam Wright Mr. Wright was himself 
present when tl^ experiment was made. The Gaffer 
bod been a^)rised of our design by his master ; and, in 
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the £ii>d; instimce^ was shy (^ the nativesoC IMo^oe^Bttgr^ 
and pretended not to uri4ef9taiid any tkUifgp ik»f saidi 
Though his disclaimer was made with appacbBt coofi;-! 
deni3e« and frequently repeated^ it was accompanied 
with an expression of cottotenance whieh led «ie to 
doubt } his sincerity ; and^ finding nothing could be 
made of him at this time, I requested him io if«aim 
in the room, while we renewed our conversation with 
the strangers. After putting several quMtioi^ to^theia 
about their opinions and customs, and the power of 
their chiefs, we asked them to favour us wkh one oi 
their war-songs. Amopg all barbarous tribes war is 
their principal occupation, and their war^songs have 
the most commanding influence over their pasii»oiis; 
The experiment was tried and succeeded. Oar young 
Gaffer, unable to suppress his feelings^ as the tune and 
action began to increase, threw aside all his reserm^ 
and, leaping up upon bis feet, joined in the exerciset 
After this act, he could no longer deny his knowledge 
of the language ; and we found that they could con- 
verse together^ on commosi subjects^ so as to be uadeF- 
stopd by each other. , 

Anolher fact, in corroboration of the sentiment I 
have advanced on this subject, which, though it did not 
come under my own observation, having been related 
to me on good authority, may be introduced in this 
place. The captain of a trading vessel bdongmgta 
the Cape of Good Hope, which made several voyages 
to Delagoa Bay, and having a few of the Delagoa Bay . 
people acting as seamen on board his ship, had occasion 
to make a trading voyage to Walvisch, or Whale. Bay^, 
on the western coast of Africa, in the twenty-seoond 
degi'ee of ^outli latitude, he found that, immediately on 
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co«iHig'w<;diitact widi the natives, he eonld carry oti 
tnufe wMi ttem through the medium of the Delagoa 
Baypec|de. 

An addition^ illostration of the same subject has 
aAfeady been related, in the preceding pages of this 
work> in describing the unexpected rencontre I had 
with an interesting group of Bechuanas^ or Gaffers, on 
the banks of the Oradock river, who had come into 
the colony in quest of cattle, &c., which had been taken 
from them by the Bergenaars. The place at which they 
resided was above five hundred miles from the colony, 
and at a still greater distance from Lattakoo ; yet, the 
moment they entered into conversation with Maroo- 
tze, who had been one of the subjects of Mateebe, 
they understood each other without the least difficulty. 
To the above facts may be added some of a decisive 
character, which have come under the observation of 
our missionaries among the Bechuanas, in the jour- 
nies of Mr. Campbell and Mr. Moffat, which have ex- 
tended above three hundred miles, in a north-easterly 
direction from Lattakoo, The different tribes they 
visited in their interesting tours understood the Be- 
chuanas who accompanied them as well as they were 
understood among their own people. In like manner 
the people at Kurrichane, and the Wankeets, the sub- 
jects of Makabba, were acquainted with the tribes 
three hundred miles beyond them, — and they stated 
that all the people known to them, so far in the interior, 
spoke the same language with themselves. 

The history of the immense horde of savages which 
threatened Lattakoo, and were repulsed by the Griquas, 
furnishes a still stronger case in point. This aggrega- 
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tion of 8€^vages^ whose origw is yet but impetfecfty 
jknown^ dividiqg themselves into two parts^ desojated tbe 
whole Bechuana country from old Lattakoo^tp ttelago^ 
Bay. The distance from which they had travelled was 
so great, that the rumonr of their approach Feached ib^ 
Wanke^ts and the peojde of Kurrichane severed week» 
before their arrival ; and, notwithstanding this circum^ 
stance, and though the people attacked by them were^ 
entirely ignorant of their character and country, yet, 
after the defeat at Lattakoo, it was discovered that they 
spoke the same language^ with nearly ^ little difference 
in the pronunciation as is discernible in the dialects of 
two English counties. 

More facts, and several documents, might be adduced 
in further illustration of this subject ; but^ as it is not 
my intention to go further into it, at present, than is 
necessary to show the importance of our missions among, 
that people^ I shall reserve the materials relating to it, 
now in my possession^ till I shall be favoured wiih bet- 
ter opportunities of extending my inquiries. 

It is obvious^ from the preceding detail^^ that the 
missionaries have had many difficulties to encounter ia 
the pursuit of the great object of their mission among the 
Bechuanas ; and should they be enabled to persevere in 
their labours^, notwithstanding the ground which has be^ 
gained, they will still have many obstacles to overcome. 
But it is a question with me whether there are many parts 
of the heathen world where we shall have fewer diffi- 
culties^ with a greater prospect of success. When we 
have considered the unprotected state of the native 
population without the missionaries ; the extensive re- 
gions throughout which the Bechuana language may 
be understood ; and the desire manifested by the i^u- 



nferoUs iribeii}' beyond Lattakoo to have inidsiMariea 
among tbem^ it ivould be a .painful thing to see this, 
inis»on libandotied, or even f^trtiidly neglected. 
, It does not appear to me that b fkir trial has yet beev 
9iade of the Bechuana country. It has always b^en 
my opinion^ that we should have had more laboorerft 
there. We have lately heard of great things having 
been effected at the Sandwich Islands* by a few kbonr^ 
ers ; but this was nqt the case at Taheite, at the com- 
raenc^nent of our labours in the islands of the Pacific. 
This mission was at first possessed of considerable 
efficiency, and the expectations cherished have been- 
fully realized. Let us follow a similar plan with the 
numerous tribes of tiie Bechuanas, and, by the blessing 
of God, we may expect similar results. Now that Mr* 
M(^t is able to speak the language, it is at least in- 
cumbent upon us to send that mission some assistance 
that they may hav^ it in tlieir power to visit the tribes 
beyond them. Mr. Moffat has travelled to a distance' 
of three hundred miles beyond Lattakoo ; he there 
found a very populous country, where be was perfectly 
understood by the people, and who intreated him tcr 
coBfie and settle among them *. 

As an acquaintance with the state of those tribes, 
must be interesting to many of my readers, and aa 
Mr* Mofikt's simple and lively narrative contains a 
great deal of curious information in an entertaining 
shape, I need make no apology for concluding my re^ 
nmks on the Bechuana mission, with the foUowing 

^ I fkm happy to state, that, in addition to our mission, the Wes- 
leyans have two missionaries in a distant part of this field, and t 
shall be glad to hear that their society at home have sent them out 
additionallal)ourers. 

L2 
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*3rfrtt6te fWfti the journal of ihis ett«ei|)*isiti^.afiftli|iS»i> 
dtfoiiS ftiissioimry. ' ' ■ • -'•' '*• ^'-"« '-'i^ ^ --';..r;/i') 
' Aft^r * jobhieyof aboiit tlfree hiinlrtd «^«s>froiii4ber 
Kiintahmi, acebttiptoied by a fferty of ' Gtiqi}fy>^5tb/7 
Al^'llbffat, on'ap|>roaohiiig' Qtiiaqwe, thfe '^laef^tdM^'af 
tiW tribe of Watik^ts; proceeds as follows :-*^- ' ' »'> 

^5^;, atfd had olir services a& usual. ttffe^m^Ahig ^ 
diifeio^r^ that nearly fifty o^ ou^-oxei^ had Mtay^34 
d»i% 4«^nJg4itl -About nrfd-'daydrie^ *f «ie'«i^ft1*» 
T^ettt^ I* s^art* fetuttned; and iflffoftti^ tid^tha* theyiftttd 
ftilten into 'ttid^^ Hands of BlakabbiaiV out^postskfe^iers/ 
^ho^not knowing whose thej^ wefref, hakJ seissi^ ^enij 
a*Hl^Mned bne. In the everiih^ tW6^ irieri -brought ^stK 
kH the <)fxeft;' togetfier with th^ flesh of the ^dito^t^f^d 
dXy'Mating, that the rest were divided, and sent ^b itl# 
ffififerehfr'd*ft.i)dsts^ but that they should all be rest6i^( 
t^ 'ihe?n begged uate^ earnestly to ihtercefd^ ^ 
fteth Hvitti Makabba, who (they saW) \VouM' nto^ fe^^ 
f^iftl^:"tkke their lives for the ox «ley had felaug-hterfedl 
W^ assured tliem of our ihferfeiience in ttifeH^%5*^J^^^^ 
; . 11. a^Ha^ving still eight tfxen fdr eadh^ *eb^^i'>Wi 
I'^sc^vedOA prbceeding. We had not gtene 'ft(f befii<4 
we were met by Maroch^ one of MakabWft'fe^ §dfft,"tfi: 
the head of a number of men. He pitseirtefl ra^ with 
sdme teilk, and addressed us^as'^l^ws :-^*I *affl ^1^ 
fted at yonr ptiesence, because of the iaj liry we fea't^Tdbft4 
you. ^ We should have afl/fledy bat «ha<f v^-fe l*e#'yWi 
Were tnew 6f peace. Ydtir oxen sfeall be idl'!%stoi«y^) 
rii)t one shall be lost, rifeive ord^^d^fe^-hiett t6*the 
ibwn Who kiHedihe ox'J They sha!! be ttrrhli?pi€»^fe 
1>ef6i*^'^oUr eyes. ' IVfekabba, iBylktherj^irf few^^tot 
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dott^Itow, for h^ifcas long expected yon^ who >itr9 1^ 
friends. The road to the town is &rft U4d wUiaKMit 
w([t€nr;.iire«0Mft}ai¥i driiik.9C my pool, aed to^monr nw I 
WilV taka ypp* to the house of my father, * With hw 
|iix^3^^ tbat we sboutd remain, during the B^ht^ I 
declined to jo^isofiy. Upon this» be imm/ediatelypn&^ 
sented me with an ox ; but I still refused^ on the ground 
th^tMs €»iiher mght, in the meanwhile^ kill the men 
rj^n;e4 tOi wMc^ woqld ex.ceediiigly grieve v», wd 
prmfiti Ota feviaitiog bis eonntry. Maroch at lasi 
a^iii9$Qed» jaiid at my request rode with his wife ip my 
tff^gmi whleh wits mai^ of no small ^versio^toi thei% 
rkUng; being weiver praotised by either the Wanked o^ 
]^0k)Ogs. At ^ pjvi., we halted at a place witbottt 
Watei*^ and IM^och and bii^ gompany. viewed our water- 
barD^teij md the abundant provision we had madi^ nf 
tipftt (dement, with astomshmfiut ,. Tjbe wife of IVIwogb 
yfas formerly wife of tho Bahwootsee min-maker, who 
\^ l^ttakoo in 1822, It appears (from her . aji?couat> 
i^t M^blw* hiad mvited him *o hi& capi*qd, and i^&m 
ih^.^ptore^-hoasie? wen^ filled with com,, (the supposed 
resuljt flf .iji?f r^^maber'^ pi^etended ?killf ) obarged him 
ajirjjthi having bewitqbed hi^. child, who wa3 :aickj and, 
hffmg ^d^m Um$ lulled him, and gsive bis wiS? iff 
Usi^ym^mi^ ,./^^ : • /. ■-...;.. -, 

fit^"; 3,rHW€^ ittyQke4early^^iidbeforB w/^ proceeded fer> 
5ft^ m^t ^ jnes^eiig^rs fi»m Makabb^j wh^ said,, . he 
i84fn^/§lept|Qr jpy>b«^ap?e of owr approaob. W;^ 
l^sedsiany wfiwpiea wl^fWfl^^ in tbelrgai;- 

fi^;>^4>PiSP#g .W, i^% tbyetf down their, pkjfo^and 
fftB (if tl¥^!v^§gg(|P^ lifting )«p ^heir,h?indf,'ft^^ 

Mpvf^^ tiy,^hrillh<W?> swWoient^ to afrig^itjth^vierjr 
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oxen. Seeing that the waggons were bWiged to tak6 
a circuitous road over the hill to the town, we saddled 
Our horses to cross by the nearest way. On reajching the 
summit of the hill^ at the bottom of which lay tiie ine- 
jEropolis of the Wankeets, lifting our eyes northward, 
we were greatly surprized on beholding ihe number of 
towns which lay scattered in the valleys. Our gokfe 
conducted us through a winding street to thehaWtation 
of Makahba, who stood at the door of one x)f his 
hodses, and welcomed us to the town in the usual wty. 
He seemed astonished, and pleased to see us all with- 
out arms, remarking, with a hearty laugh, that.he won^ 
dered we should trust ourselves unarmed in the town of 
such a villain as he was reported to be. In a few mi- 
nutes a multitude gathered, who actually irode on each 
other to see the strangers and tibeir horses. In the 
meantime, Makabba walked into a house, and sent us 
out a large jar, or pot of beer, with calabashes of the 
form of a ladle^ We partook very heartily of the 
beer, which appears to possess little of an intoxicating 
quality. By this time our waggons had reached tte 
town, and, agreeably to the wish of Makabba, we con- 
ducted them through the principal street, which is nar- 
row and winding, to the lower side of the town, Where 
we unyoked. We were instantly surrounded by seve* 
raf thousands of people, who were all making their 
remarks on the novel sight, and produced a noiise 
almost deafening ; nor did they retite till night 6ame 
on. In the course of the afteitioon, Maroch, a<5com- 
panied by three chief men, came with orderi^ fr^hi his 
fether to appoint them as representatively, which- was 
done in our presence in the most authoritative manner, 
when they were commanded to abide^by our waggons 
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from sunrise till we retired to rest, and to redress every 
g'rievance; they were likewise made responsible for 
every article which might be either lost or stolen. 
About sunset, Makabba sent one of his wives, stating, 
that the only mark of respect which he could at present 
show, was that he had sent his most beloved wife, who 
would deliver to us a sack full of thick milk^ and that 
to-morrow he would provide us with slaughter oxen. 
The sack was so large that one man was not able to 
bear it to the waggons. 

^^ 4. — Before we were out of bed, the waggons were 
surrounded with crowds, so that it was with difficulty 
we could pass from one waggon to another. About 10 
A.M., Makabba made his appearance with his retinue, 
and sat down opposite to my waggon. The bustling 
crowd retired to a distance, and silence ensued. He 
addressed us nearly as follows : — ^ My friends, I am 
perfectly happy; my heart is whiter than milk*, be- 
cause you have visited me. To-day I am a great man ; 
men will now say, Makabba is in league with white 
people. I know that all men spesik evil of me. They 
seek ray hurt. It is because they cannot conquer me 
that I am hated. If they do me evil, I can reward 
them two-fold* They are like children that quarrel ; 
what the weaker cannot do by strength, he supplies 
with evil names. You are come to see the villain Ma- 
kabba, you are come, as the Batclhapees f say, to die 
by my hands. You are wise and bold to come and see 
with your eyes, and laugh at the testimony of my ene- 
mies,' &c. &c. A long conversation afterwards passed 
respecting the state of the country, the Mantatee inva- 

* A m^aphorical expression, signifying great joy. 
t- Inhabitairts of Lattakoot 



e^9p,j^c.r J tiifi» told lu|n.t^mt the.objwijti&troy pre? 
fp^t jpurpey was to op^n a. co«»mapic»tiQ»>iithat ;iva 
pighijCo^ider him in jfutiirci one of out chiqfjfriemla* 
a,n4^ ^sa.pledgeof that friendship, a noisaioliajy .should 
c.oflaQ,aAd reside with himi to which he replied, th^t 
* be hop^d in future no grass wpuld be allowed. to girow 
PU.thq road between Kuruman and Quaijuie;* addiag, 
[, Mateebe, I know will try to hinde? you, because h<e is 
afraid of Ipsing you ; he ii^ afraid that ypu will bi|jj[4 y(m 
hpuse with me.' He stated, that the strayed pxen WQ^ld 
arrive to-day ; and agreeably to our entreaties, he conr 
rented to pardon the man who killed the ox. I jqade him 
a present of beads and buttons, with a number of other 
tfinkets^ I ako gave him a hat ; one of the Griquaa 
directed him to put it on his head, which he. did, but 
iflfimediately removed it to the head of another, sayiog, 
ii)9,\ ^ he (?quld not see its beauty on his own.' Asj 
inost of the Griquas were come to eixehange fw'operty^ 
li^e, informed them^ that on Friday he should commence* 
As soopi as. he departed, the noisy multitude did not 
allow u?; a moment's leisure. During, the night we 
\Yqre aniioiyed with hy»nas, of which there are three 
sprte, 4hei striped, spotted, and another very small. 

** 5,-^This morning three oxen were sent to ^us fdr, 
slaugi^ter, a^ iu the couise of the day boiled com, 
pottage, and, beer. I visited the town, whioh/is very 
large ; I ami not able to judge of tibe iminber of inha^ 
bitants^; but the town itself oovers at leas^te^hi times* 
mpre groiuidithjao latiy town I have yet seen among the 
Beehuaaas^ so that the population must be veiry gre«4 
cpmpar^ to South African towns in general J thus the 
domini^nsi of the Wankpets would form an :extenaiv*. 
field of. mis&iodiary labour. Mal^abba's wives, .who tMi/ 
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ninperous^haTQ eadi a separate esiabfislinfent^ consist- 
ing- df three or four booses^ a corn-house, and a general 
store-hdusei Tlstey have also a number of round jars 
for ebfrn, from eight to twelve feet in diameter, and 
iiearly" the same in height, which are raised from the 
ground upon a circle of stones. Their premises and 
fac«ises are on a plan rather different from what I have 
seen elsewhere. The houses are not larger, but they 
are built with somewhat more regard to taste and 
comfort. The accuracy with which circles are formed, 
juid perpendiculars raised, proceeding only by the eye, 
is surprising. Tlieir outer yards and house floors are 
very clean, and smooth as paper. No dairy-maid in 
England could keep her wooden bowl cleaner and' 
whiter than they. In this respect, they form a perfect 
contrast to the Batclhapees. The front cattle-fold, or 
place where public meetings are held, is a circle of 170 
feet diamet^, formed with round posts eight feet high, 
and as close to each other as they can stand, and 
each post is l^wed round with the axe. Behind lies 
ike proper cattle-fold, capable of holding many thou- 
i^nid oxen ; there are also large sheep-folds. In 
the es^ly part of the day, Makabba is generally em- 
ployed in cutting out skins to sew together for cloaks : 
in the afternoon he is frequently found in a state of 
intemperance. He seems an old man^ although his 
mother is ^11 alive* He is tall, strong, and healthy, 
but hai^ rather a Hottentot look ; and his countenance 
dii^lays a good deal (^ cunning. From his conversa-^ 
tkm, o»e may easily discern that he is paretty well' 
versed in Afiican peditics. He dreads the displeasure 
of none of t&e surroiMiding tribes, but he fears the^ 
Makoobfi, orrciviliKed pec^le. War is almost perpe- 
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tuai between him and the Baqueans^ a very populdui^ 
nation to the N- E. and E. Beyond the Baqueans lies 
the Mangwatto tribe> distinguished for industiy and 
riches^ and beyond the Mangwatto is the Magalatsela^ 
who seem to form the limits in that direction of the ab- 
origines of the country, for beyond them (they say) are a 
half-white people, who wear linen, and whose manners 
are very savage* This afternoon I walked to a neigh- 
bouring height, from which I was able to count fourteen 
(considerable villages, the farthest being distant about 
on^ mile and a half ; and J was informed that there 
are more towns which I could not see. 

^^ 6. — Last night we heard a woman screaming 
in the town, and on inquiry this morning, we found that a 
hyasna had carried away her child, which had wandered 
a few yards from the door* On expressing our asto« 
nishment, we were informed, that such occurrences are 
very common, and that after bed-time the hyasnas stroll 
through all the lanes of the town, and carry away what- 
ever they can seize. As these animals are thus accus- 
tomed to gorge themselves with human flesh, it be- 
comes extremely dangerous to pass the night in the 
open field, and especially on tiie confines of a town. I 
pointed out plans by which it appeared to me they 
might succeed in extirpating them ; but they seemed 
very indifferent to my suggestions. The country of 
ihe Wauikeets is hilly, and still more mountainous to 
the north and east. The soil in general is very rich ; 
water is rather scarce, but, I befieve, the rains are 
pretty abundant; nevertheless, irrigation would be 
absolutely necessary to raise European grain aiKi 
vegetables. I understand that the countries to the 
nQi:th djod east abound with riv^rs^ and are very fruits 



ftfl aiid popalotts. iTie mountains here are adorned to 
iheir very snmmits with stately trees and shmbs un* 
ktiown in the more southern provinces of the continent, 
Mrhich ^ve the country a fine appearance. TTie se» 
veral sorts of game are nearly the same as those of ttie 
(countries farther south. The rivers to the eastward 
are infested by an animal which, from the description 
of the natives, appears to be the croco(file. It Is from 
1^ to twelve feet long, wiA four short legs, the scaly 
parts invulnerable, so that it can only be pierced in the 
belly or under the neck. It is rather dangerous to cross 
rivers, as this animal is capable of seizing an ox, which 
it frequently does. The natives call it the quean, and 
it is probable that the nation inhabiting those parts 
derived their name from baquean, which is the plural 
of quean. The animal is amphibious, and frequently 
seizes dogs and other animals, which happen to sleep 
near the river. To the north of the Molopo is found 
the boa constrictor. This animal is sometimes seen 
Upwards of twenty feet long, and from two to three in 
circumference. TTie skin of those I have seen, exactly 
resembles that of the common boa constrictor ; but 
they are less dangerous, as they seldom attack man. 
^ey usually prey on a species of antelope, which they 
seize, divide in two, and swallow. 
• *^ This afternoon I had further eonversation with 
Makabba, on the subject of a missionary residing with 
him, with which he professed to be highly pleased. We 
also hinted, that it was probable a missionary might go 
to the Baharootsee ; on which he remarked, * that men 
of peace should Kve in every nation, that a friendly in- 
ttercourse might be kept up.* Pointing to a bunch of 
t>eadi^ wfaidii hung at his kaross, he remarked/ that a 
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fri^^ofjpfliftei bad sent them to bim.ffpmMthQ :5aJwn 
r^tseei^ ', I suppo^/ mjs h», ^tJ»pi^ wpr^s.frigbt^ 
cped him back tbe road he €ame> by ijBpreseBtiqff ipe 
tft be the kiflfj? of villains. I hqpQ he di4 wt jbej^^vQ 
the testimony of my enemies. My enemies are not tb^ 
p^oBs tQ judge of iny chamcter/ As I h^v^ JN^fore 
r^arfc^, the field of labour L? an exteai^ve ftne, , a|?4 
poase33es some advantages which we Ijaye ,m\, 9^,^ 
Kurumap ; but it must be a life of faitb^, ze?lj| aj^d setf^ 
depi^, removed far from intercourse with fjiyilized m^j 
W]'?je9te4 to a ^overamQpt whiph, would qallj fof ^ 
double portion of prudence, and to the.30j^elty of Wji^n, 
(fcstitwte aln^Qst of the commonest feeUQg:s of hunjanity, 
^ti^ the thoaaands. of Wankeets, who kftow not ^eir 
jflg^t b?od from their left, invite the wm^onafy tq 
cofliip^.Yfhile the Head of the chupch ?ays, ^ Gopr^acl^ 
tlffl.goqpelito every creature* Lo, I am with, you.*; 
, u, Th^^vepiiiig> long before I retired to rest, weheard^^ 
tqwfirds the.iTftter-pools, women and dHldreupcreajoahr 
iqgl as if in the great^t danger. I sent off a few i^^^n; 
vv{hQ;i;ain tothe ^pot, and found three children, wbotl^ 
been diftwiog. water, closely pursued by hy^enasj, whi<* 
>ypfe i^t the very point of seiwng them, The, ip^fi ^^f 
e^eded in .driving the animals away, on wbipbtfeeyi^r^ 
totmrds tbe women, whom.the men alpo jf^^cwed.vTil 
imd^stajnd) that it frequently happeiw < that ,^il4ilBfl* 
whQ are sm^ to the pools for :water^ jjeyer p^t^^l 
^iMjjj? xnxisi (thus in thje couise of; a year he dey^^H^ j 
a^, reflection which «ftust inake pyery persop/^hijddcirj 
^p .ipforaned. M^^k^bba this rqoming;, tbait, from; ^ 
a(^v#flifie.^ftthq fi^^pn, w^ wfere ob%ed tp. shorten iPjijfl 
^tayj.fthat tbei momw wa3; the,Sai)ba^^.fad^ilvl#fe 
vifft/k^ptibply untOi^ Wd^,. 4oing no wQrfe^. tbaijit 
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Mf^ ^ur intention to prooe^ on Monday to Mubiii 
bfe^hn, a sttiatt ftMintsAii isonfhward of the town. He 
Stet^ ill reply, that ^ being so seldom Visited, lift 
thougfct it bat rigfct that we should make- Cfut slay 
l»tig: ' '" ' - •'• • • 

* ^ ^^ In otn- intercourse with the Wankeets, we see only 
6ttie gh^t m^^n rereirenced and looked up to by all. Hti 
eitild[*s are peremptory, and are obeyed with the g^redteSt 
pii^dtn^tthi^. His subjects are both numerous and un^^ 
nfttfous/ and I think the renowned valour of the Wan- 
keelt^ nlay be ascribed to unity more than personal 
etttti*age or boldness. 

■'^•e. Srf&Aft**.— Had our prayer-meetihg at dih' 
li^al tlWe, but such was the crowd and hofee, (Whrcfi 
iricr6as^d the more we begged of ftem to be still,) that 
ti'tf wiere obliged to desist. In the coUrse df the'fbiie- 
noon I went up to Makabba, accompanied by somef 
of <Mir cdmpany. On his being asked if he kiiew any 
thwig abcint God, he very emphatically answered J 
^* Bfow *an I? no man ever instructed t&eT^^ The 
Adctf ines of ihe Bible filled them with astarti^merit/ 
'i^'^ Whdle eompany listened with profound iM^tentiottJ 
nife SoiiVs immortality, and the resurrection, seehied t6 
4t*ac6 tfeem most ,- they looked as if tJney exr^ecfed^ttie! 
fetter td take place While I was speaking. Maikttbbai 
tlBiii^'Ter^ earnestly Asked, * Shalt the deaif Mtfe-r 
r&fl.4\vfer6d,Yes. ♦The hemes on the-plainsr « Y^: 
i feoifte^ 'consumed by beasts of prey?' Yes.-^He' a( 
l^^&'^^exfelaimeid; "^My tfars bear to^y.^ Oi^e te^ 
tt^k^;^ ^1 have fcffl^ men, bdt men nevw saw the 
bifeaflp^r ioid* ^ape.' B6cat(se Invisible/ 1 r^oined!> 
ifad^W«iJ^eit*d hfth to a nttiirt)ei^ oPiiivisihl^'thliig^j 
^i8^ eokteftodi is n)6ver qufesti^edii'* Ofl ^thi& -Ma?- 
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kabba remarked, that ^^ he waa old, but never thought 
erf these things before. Yqu were (added he) kitely 
speaking of God, and from your description of the 
soul> it must resemble Him.* This I explained. On 
my enumerating some of the miracles of Jesus Christy 
one very naturally exclaimed, ^ What an excellent 
Physician he was, to make dead men live/ When 
I spoke to them of a place of rewards and punish- 
ments, they did not seem so well pleased. They were 
greatly interested with a description of books, writing, 
&,o. I conveyed instruction in a conversational way, 
and was happy to find afterwards, that many who were 
not present at tiiose seasons of instruction, came to 
my waggon, and made inquiries which evinced that 
the subject was matter of general conversation. 

^^This evening a report was spread among our party, 
that the Wankeets were intending to murder us all, 
which excited considerable alarm. On examination, 
I found that it entirely originated with a few Rit- 
clhapees, who had accompanied us, which induced mc 
to treat the report with the greatest indiflFerence. 
However, nothing could quell the fears of the Griquas, 
who made preparations for defence, while imagination 
construed every motion and message of the Wanked 
to be hostile. 

^* This morning all was confusion, and the natives 
seeing iis making preparation to depart, surrounded 
the waggons by thousands, with oxen and articles for 
sale, while the appearance of the Griquas showed that 
all was not right. Dreading lest such hasty conduct 
should have a bad effect on their minds, I remained 
conversing with some chief men long after the waggons 
weie gone. We halted about a mile and a half 



i^ntbiHtrd of tlie town, whwe meaBengera bam Ma-^ 
kabb$i met us, justly oomplainiiig of our abrupt d^ 
parture. During the evening a man came an4 endea*- 
voured to corroborate tbe r^>ort^ but on his bearii^ that 
we should bind him till we called the persons he re* 
feired to, he very nimbly scampered oflF. 

•< 10. — ^According to a proposal I made the pre- 
ceding night, and my promise to Makabba^ I got up 
early^ and informed the Griquas that I was going ta 
the town ; that I had come thus far for the express 
purpose of opening the door for the introduc^on of the 
Gospel, which was now, by their credulity, shut. They 
all opposed, and s(»ne talked oi using force, to pre^ 
vent me running unto d^h, as they described it. ' I, 
however, walked off toward the town, and before I 
had reached it I was overtaken by three of our com- 
pany, who said nothing, but followed after. We found 
Makabba sitting in the midst of a company of )m 
chief men. On our approaching him, he addresbed us 
individually, — ^* Bonow Boolootsan,' (good morning, 
villain.) We then sat down and entered into conver- 
sation. He very justly complained of our unexpected 
departure, and with not having communicated the re- 
ports, of which he had been informed, for investiga^ 
tion. I answered, that I never credited the repo^ 
refen^ to, and that our visit this morning, unarmed, 
(as he might see,) was, I thought, sufficiaoit proof <rf 
the confidence reposed in him, He remarked, that 
* he had pot slept last night, but that our arrival 
this morning was sufficient to make him dance for joy/ 
After spending some time in conver^tion, he gave us 
refreshments, and presented me with another ox, and 
ordered a number to be taken to the waggjons, for^ 
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the Griquas. By this time a multitude was collected, 
every one more eager than another, to assure us erf 
their joy at seeing us once more. Before leaving, I 
addressed Makabba^ stating, that if I had given him 
and his people a satisfactory proof of peace and friend- 
ship, I begged one in return, viz., that he would ac* 
company me to the waggons, to which he replied, thaf 
^ he was now old, but could not deny my request.* 
We accordingly repaired to the waggons, when |ie 
joked the Griquas for their credulity, presenting eaph 
of the chief men with an ox. Before he Jeft us^ he 
requested me and two of my company to saddle our 
hordes, for he was anxious to see muskets discharged 
on horseback. I declined, observing, that there wen?, 
others of the company far more expert ; but nothings 
would serve him but I must do it, as I was a white) 
man. I acquiesced, and putting into my pocl^t? a, 
brace of pi^tols^^ charged with powder only, I passed 
them in full gallop^ and discWged the contend, of, 
both nearly at once, whicdi astonished the Wankeets 
more than any thing they had ever seen. As soon as 
I alighi?d from the horse, Makabba began to imbit-, 
ton my jacket, to see the * little rogues,' as he called 
them, exdaimmg ^ What a Messing that you while 
men seek to be friends with all nations, for who is 
there who could withstand you?' Laying his hand on 
my shoulder, he added, * I do indeed see that you were 
without fear, or you would have had your pistdb thfe 
morriteg.* After stopping some time, he took his de- 
parture, highly gratified, and the Griquas no less so 
with the explanation which had taken place. 

^^ IL — ^We took our departi»« this mormng^ (m wr 
retem t» tiie KcBwmm." 
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Caflfer MisBipn, — Eflfipcts of Dr. Vanderkemp's labours.*— Renewal 
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' ence with Gaika. — Conduct of Colonel Cuyler. 

Having noticed the Beclmana mission^ I now return to 
offer some account of that originally cdmmenced by Dr. 
Vanderkemp^ among a kindred people, the Southern 
Caffers, whose country comes into immediate contact 
with the colony, on its eastern extremity*. 

TTie success \^hich attended Dr. Vanderkemp's at- 
tempt among this people, though not at the ttnie verf 
eiicouraging, was quite as great, considering thd dis- 
advahtage^' nnder which he laboured, as could be ex- 
pected during the short period he was among them f ." 

,f Xtie . native appdUation of tfais^ tribe^ is Ammcfhmw, /and ^ thftt 
of their, country AmmakoHna, Lichtensteiti hasr (}e^cn^e4 t^^^W 
under the name of Koosas. An interesting sketch of their, history, 
and peculiar manners and customs, from the pen of our excellent 
missionary, Mr. Brownke^ Is inserted in the Api^bndix to Mr. 
T^ompson^s Travols. ^ * ■ . .« 

t T{ie. foHowing; ^remark is taken &om the jour|ia} of Mr. JRMd> 
subsequently referred to in thjs chapter ; — 

** TPhe labours of our late brother, Vanderkemp, did not then ap- 
pear to be very useflil ; but he has made the name of a missionary 
sdor^Udblr,, \x$ bui.diiBiiitercDiti^' behaviour, Ui«C n tnissioaary is 
safer there than, perhaps, he would be in QUiiiy paifs «f £ii^l»i#,t - 
Vot.lI. M 
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At the commencement of his mission, Urn CJuflGsrs were 
in a very distracted state ; and the minds of ihe king 
and of the principal chiefs were filled with prqudioe 
against the English, and against oor missionary, by 
the rebellious colonists cm the frontier,^ — and especially 
by such as had taken shelter among the Cafiers, froQ^i 
the reach of the English government. These preju- 
dices were, however, so far conquered, during YaA- 
derkemp's short residence in their country, that Gkuka 
and many of his people regretted his departure, imd 
several of the other chiefs, (as has been menticaied in a 
former part of tjiis work,) during the first years of the 
mission at Bethelsdorp, and before the CaflFers weare 
driven from the Zuurveld, were in the habit of paying 
occasional visits to that institution. On those occa- 
sions, they usually remained at Bethelsdorp two or 
three days at a time, and Vanderkemp never allowed 
such opportunities to slip without strongly impressing 
upon their mmds their duty, in avoiding any causes of 
oflFence, and of cultivating the relations of peace with 
the colctfiy. 

For fifteen years subsequent to 1800, although many 
solicitations for a renewal of the mission had been made 
by the Caffers themselves, this fine field remained unoc- 
cupied. In 1815, however, a dangerous rebellion having 
iH-oken out among the rude and ignorant African boore 
on the eastern frontier, it was discovered, on its sup- 
pression, that the rebels had used great exertions to 
persuade the Cafier chiafs to aid them in a project 
attack upon the English troops ; but thai the Ca£Ceiis> 
from a suspicion of tiieir sincerity, had refiBed. With 

and the Caffers were no more afraid of us than of one another. 
They said, * These are our friends ; because they are J^nka.nfn^'ii 
children.' Jankanna was the name they gave Dr. VanderkiBinp." 



Miyrnmia pnemit mA Biw^ipationa ia futfire^ by hav* 
ipg aa Snglkhmaa stationed in the Gaffer territory, aii4 
in inmediate intercourse with the principal chiefs* Urn 
renewal of this mission, Whidi had beea previously dis- 
equragfid, was at lei^^ approved of by the ccrfoaiil 
gtovermnenti aad permission was given for omr mis* 
ttonaiyi Mr. WiUiams^ who had just arrived in South 
Afric^j to proceed ink) Caflferlwd. 

Before cqmpei^dcing a new settlement^ it was oonsi^ 
dered advisable, by the missionaries on the frontier^ to 
make an expbratory excursion into the country^ with 
the view of ascertaining more distinctly the sentiments 
of the Ga£fer cMefe^ and of selecting ^ favourabl0 situap 
turn fpr a missionary station, Aocordingly^ in April 
1816, Mr. Williams^ accompanied by Mr. Read^ John 
Tzateoe, (the young Caffer chief educated at Beti)^ls^ 
dorp^) and a small party of Hottentot attendants> 
ta-ossed the Gr^Mt Fish Biver, (then the boundary of 
^e colony,) and held a conference with several of the 
principal chiefs, convened for that purpose, S'Lhambit 
Makanna, Congo, Habanna, old Tzatzoe, and several 
others. They afterwards visited Gaika (the chief re- 
cognized as king by the colonial government) in his 
own territories ; and they were every where received 
witii great cordiality, the rival chiefe contending with 
ea^ other to induce the missionaries to fix iheir Pesi* 
dance in their respective domains. A journal of this 
e&em-siony by Mr. Read, is inserted in the fourth vo^ 
loine of the Missionary Transactions, in which, among 
0^r ^teresting matter, will be found some curious 
details oi the conduct and character of the chief Mar 
l^anna — a very singular and extraordinary man, who . 
at th^t period possessed an almost unlimited influence 

M2 



o^ef^tiieT'Catfet people, knd niio '^ixjifeggA I(»tt«p> 
aji^r'a pequliar iasWon xkw 6^)15 feaydiSifii^fe ttitf 
a^o'stie ofChristianity. !" ^' ^ ' ' ;=^' '^ '-' ^''""'/"'' '-•'-''^^" 
Although the great' anxiefy and emtikttoh 1*llfdI^ 
th^9 prevailed among the Caffei* diie&to'dbfeStt*iife^ 
si6harles t6 reside witii them, is doubtie^'tb be^s^crit/ed, 
iH a^i^t degree, to pbliticisil VieWsj r^fer tHafi *t6' 4irf/ 
juSit notions of the proper objects of itttssi(6bar^ ikjE^ott^s*^ 
yet it is obvious, at the s^me tiniey iSi^t il "ifeP^ 4xtraJ6^i*i^ 
dinary s^hWtion had been prdducedimbn^ this 
generally, ty |he haran^es of M^karina^ Whii5h;^in^^ . 
gled^'as ih^y t«rfer(^, in many rfespefcfe; iJ^^ith' ibioM^^ 
an(^ in^posture, w^re nevertheless dislihgitfyh(^ 'fi^ ^&^ 
liiglier and purer tone of morality tlian had ever been 
previously inculcated by any native teacher, Makannd' 
had, in fact^ obtained the knowledge he possessed b][- 
conversing with Mr. Vander Lingen and other mi^l' 
sionarieSj whom he had visited in the colony; aridj* 
had a missionary been at that time placed near himj srf^ 
that he might have had an opportunity of acquiring £i 
more tliorough acquaintance with the doctrines arid 
spirit of Christianity^ he mighty in all human probability, 
have been a mediator of peace and mercy between his 
countrymen and the colonial government, instead of 
what he eventually became — a false prophet to ttli^^ 
Caffersj and a fearful scourge to the frontier colonists ^'J I 
But the jealousies which prevailed between Gaikaaridf' 
the party of confederate chiefs associated with Ma^' 
kanna prevented^ at that tiine^ any steps being falceif' 
for attempting a missionary settlement in the corintry' 

* For an iuteregUng; account of tins extraordinary man, his war]Sf 
• with the colony, and ultimate fate, see New Monthly Magazine for 
January 1837 ; and also Mr. Pringle^s notes, referred to at pi 134) u 
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99SWS^ ^yJI^^M^^i and a spot on tifeie.K^t riyer^ 
i^if/r t^ii^jJol^itJsidqnce^Qf G^ik^, and abqut fifty or sjpt^ 
miles beyond the Fish river, then the colonial ,hp.ajadary^ 
wa5 fixed upon as tlie most suitable situation for the 
settlement of Mr. Williams. ,, ^;^ ^,; ^.i^rr vf ^^^(1 
[ About two moutIi5 subsequent to this excursion^ Mr*.^ 
W^iams pruceededj with his wife and ftunily^ from 
Betlielsdorp^ to occupy the new station appointed for 
him. The following extract of a letter, written By ' 
Mrs. Williams to a friend in London aboyt tins timej 
will j^how what sort of encouragement the Caffer mis* 
sion received from the coloaistd and the British oOieerif 
on the frontier :-ppft, l^^j^j , .^^ mirrlwar hm 
" While un our way to Cafferland^ manyj who h^r 
held our undertakhig, expressed their great surprfep 
that we were not afraid to go among such savagesi*i 
thievcsj and murderers as the Caffera were well knoffu^ 
to be, Tlie general opinion^ avo^ved by both the boors 
and British officers^^ was^ that nothing but powder and 
ball would do to bring such savages to tlieir sene^es j 
and that (as they profanely expressed it) ' after they ha4 
sent a good lot of Uiem to bell, then would be tlie time 
tpii^o and preach salvation to them, and not before.'-^. 
Indeed^ so far were the boors from aiding us, that v?jc! 
QOwdd not purchase from them the small quantity q^ 
provisions which we considered nocessaiy; and^ al- 
though w^e tarried a week at Captain Andrews* post for 
thi^ purppsej we yj^ere obliged, at lengthy to proceed 
without them, and to leave money in Captain Andrews' 
hands to purchase for us. I leave you^ from thisj to, 
judge of their disposition towards us and the Cafi'ers- 
Miserable gomforters were they all;— and I was truly 
thankful when we crossed the frontier* and escaped 
from the clamour of bloody and vengeful men/' 
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Mr. Williams, reached tlie spot fixed on 5* the Uii^- 
sionary station on the 15th of July, 1816. It does not 
appear that there was any village of the natives imme- 
diately adjoining to the site of the prqected institution ; 
but there was a considerable population of Caffers and 
Ghonaqua refugees, scattered ,along the banks of the 
river ; and the residence of Gaika was not above fifteen 
miles distant. 

A few Hottentot attendants^ most of whom speedily 
returned into, the colony, were the only persons our 
missionary and his affectipnate wife had to support or 
aid them in the midst of this wild and (according to the 
colonists) ^' murderous and savage" people. How try- 
ing such a position njust be, even though the people 
may not be hostilely inclined^ .may be judged by the 
following extract of a letter of Mrs. Williams, written 
some little time after their arrival : — ^^ A. few weeks ago, 
being at home alone, and hearing an unusual noise ad- 
vancing towards, our hut, I went out to see what it was, 
and immediately found myself surrounded by a nume- 
rous body of Gaffers, about twenty of whom were on 
hor^eback-r-all naked, and armed with their weapons of 
war., Numbers more were approaching in all directions, 
ali with spears or assagais in their hands; and they 
really had a very alarming appearance, Those on 
horseback, who were, close upon me, instantly dis- 
mounted, and. I expected to be seized every moment. 
There was not a Hottentot, or any creature, near. Whom 
I could call to speak for me. At length, they learned 
from some one where Mr. Williams was, and, again 
mounting their horses, they rode off with great violence 
towards the place. J topk my little boy in my anns^ 
and wept after them with trembling hegart and limbd ; 
for I expected nothing else but to find my dear partnet 
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murdened before I got there ; but, when I arrived, I 
beheld him in the river, up to his knees in water, work- 
ing at the dam. I then learned that they were merely 
a party of Gaika's warriors, who had been out huntmg, 
and who had called in on their way home to look atthe 
poor missionary and his wife, * who had brought back 
to them the Great Word, over the deep sea-water/ " 

On one occasion only, our missionary suffered from 
the thievish dispositions of the Gaffers. Several arti- 
cles of iron were stolen, but, on complaining to Gkika, 
an investigation was instantly made ; the thieves were 
discovered to belong to a distant kraal, and were, upon 
conviction, sentenced to return threefold the value of 
the articles stolen. Mr. Williams delined, of course, 
to receive more than what was his own. 

Thus placed alone in the midst of tliis wild and . 
warlike people, whom the colonists had assured him 
^^ nothing but powder and ball could tame,'* and al- 
though he had to erect a house and school-room, to 
clear land for a garden and corn-field, and to construct, 
with great labour, a dam for leading out the water of 
the river for irrigation, almost without assistance ; yet, 
in the brief period of twelve months, Mrs. Williams was 
able to give the following account of their progress and 
prospects, in a letter, dated Aug. 7, 1817, which now 
lies before me: — 

^' I shall briefly state the pleasing prospect we have 
at this place among the Gaffers*. The number of 

* Although the people who attended Mr. Williams's ministry at 
the Kat river are usually indiscriminately termed Caffers, there were 
intermixed among them a considerable number of the i^sidue of the 
Ohonaqua tribe of Hottentots, who had foimd a refuge among the 
Cafiers from the persecutions of the frontier colonists about seven 
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iftQjudipgpmBHAi^^^naed^ and cJwWten^ Thevigepipi^tJi 
s^ttendf^pce m /$ai)bath is about oni? bimdpei pei:s00^i 
?in4 on, i»^kriJ9.ys ninety. Their Jit*©nUon,i« ^qjrisii^ 
lyir-f WilJftams. ^jonufpenc^ teibdhing the a^)feab(e*> » ito 
both children and adults^ on thQ.2lst Ju}y> tjbt nUB^^lD^fc 
thfii^ ^ajt<)w#}g :be}ng befeweea fifty ^.m:i^fy.;.:Sijfice 
t]^ t'lR^e^ about one hundred, and fifty hw6 le@an»ed 
the alphabet; twelve QaB spell words, of. two ysyllaWci*^ 
ai^ fff^arl)^ all have learned, a i^o^ eKodleut llttte: Divtch 
%jqp, iP^f^ing, divine sqrviqe, not a w^ordiis: beard ftwp^ 
tJbw>;Wt ajjmile,ia si^en. Their perseverance ia r/^ 
TOarkablfii .tbe^y jaever seem. weary; bat, on tbeMCQn^ 
i|;a0>aii& always, ready an4 willing when called vpon^ 
faj , sysfiev^Wp. Thi? makes^ it pleasant to be . ao^or^ 
tbief»i;-jaii4# I ^iiw happy to say, I fepl mueb, pleasure in 
%inff f^ththean^; iiThe females are, in gieneraJ^ clever.. 
l^j^av^^|t,Wft gQwws.made by CajQFer girlst, aonne of whom, 
l^y/^ l^lTHed: to sew very neatly. I have also a ooth 
tag?rb9P#pt paadle by them from apUt rushes* which. is. 
veiy,neftt,,,wn?idering it is>a first attempt," -. if 

fj T^^^ above jintereijting extraet I may,ad4 thatl 
l}^]if^t^pWf;by w? fsom^ of the work of the Cafief girl$? 
whom Mrs. Williams taught to sew, and thai ^19 m^nr 
^^i}fl^\^c]^,iy]^,e^ fyt im- 

Hroy^m^t^u^ t? >vhat might have been €«pefited,Hi. 
l^ope^in.ths ?aw:§P^ee ofjtime. In tbe:^ort^paw» 
^i^W S^Sj.and tjvo months, the period Mr. WiJIianWi 
vf^.in QE|fferlan4f he built two houses, the; second a ^ 
suitable place of abode for his family, and which was 



yeaps before. , Qf the ultimate fet^ of this tribe ison^e.nojtiqft yv;]% 
appear in the sequel, .. . >i.;;;u 
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sto^ufi^f^flfikUed at Ms denth ; he inelosod a faufg6 piecd 
of groEcmd ft)r a garden and corn-fields planted edible 
roote, and soired it with a great variety of seeds ; he 
also mude an e&oeflent dam, for the irrigation of his 
gtirden Bud the adyaoent fields. AH this was mostly 
done by hk own hands. 

WilUams was a man of integrity and prudence, pos- 
i^essed of an ardent mind^ a disinter^ted s|nrit, and 
wholly devoted to the object of his mission. 

Wtile he was endearouring to enlighten the under-^ 
landings of his people^ attempting to bring them under 
ihe influence of Christian principles, teaching them the 
decenmes of life> improving their manners^ and using 
every means to roose them to industry, he received 
leitters, in the raontfi of March, 1817, from the cdonial 
governmait, requesting him to invite Gaika, in the name 
of the govemoi', to a conference with his Excellency at 
the miissionary institution. Before an opportimity was 
aflftM*ded rf executing this order, a messenger came fi-om 
Gaika to inform him that he was very ill, and to request 
him to come to see hhn. The following account of his 
Visit to Gaika, and of the subsequent interview between 
that chief and the governor, is copied from th6 journal 
of our mis^Miary* : — 

^* On the 18th April I went to see Gaika, and to 
communicate the intelligence which I had received, I 
found he had had a sevwe inflammation in both eyes, but 
tiiat one was already much better. He appeared much 
pleaseil with my visit, and began to relate that he had 

* Every part of this extract has been corroborated to me by one of 
the chief actors in the scenes described, the late Lieut. -Col. Fraser ; 
\fho^, on *i*feMttg'1t teoA to him, expressed Us surprise at the mi- 
nuteness and accuracy of its details. 
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been poisoned by a runaway slave^ who had been his 
servant^ and that he had been informed so by a pro- 
phetess. When I endeavoured to dissuade him from 
snch belief, his answer was^ ^ I know not ; they (viz. 
the prophetesses) know best.' He asked me why I did 
not send him soine bread ; and pressed me to supply 
him witihi some powder and balls. His answer to the 
govemor'j3 salutation and proposal was^ that he was 
much obliged to his Lordship for conferring on him the 
honour and title of Chief of his Nation, and begged that 
his Excellency would accept the same compliment from 
him in return. With regard to the request contained 
in the letter^ his answer was that^ for his own part^ he 
was always ready and willing to meet and to have fel- 
lowship with such a personage, but that his people 
Were never willing to accompany him ; so that> if he 
were to go, he must go alone ; and, therefore, he could 
not send any answer, because his people were hunting. 
This reply I immediately forwarded to Major Fraser. 

^^ On the 26th I received another letter from Colonel 
Cuyler, requesting me to see Gaika again, to ascertain 
if he would come ; and to say, if he was not there at 
the time, the governor would not wait ; and that he 
would consider it as a mark of disrespect on the part of 
Gaika alone. After a long consultation, his answer 
was, that he would not meet him there ; that he must 
appoint another place, more among the Gaffers; and 
also that he must have with him a small party of sol- 
diers. This message, also, I forwarded. 

" On the 29th Major Fraser came, with about thirty 
armed boors, to this institution. On his arrival, he 
asked me what I thought about G^ka's meeting his 
Exeellency. I informed Hm, that the Gaffers were 
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afh^d^ and Siet^re it was doabtfhl whfether he would 
come or not. He asked if I could suggest any 
tnean^ o^ pt^vailirtg on him, and said he could pledge 
his honour and existence tilat no evil should befal hki 
through hid meeting the governor. I replied^ it would 
be wdl to l6t Gaika know that he was come, and like* 
wise what hb had said. Accordingly, John Tzat^oe and 
Hfendrik Nieuka were di^atched immediately to Oaika 
for that puf^se ; but- they were detained by him that 
night and the principal part of next day. 

'* On the 30th the Major requested me to accompany 
him to GaJka'd residence. This 1 did ; and, on om 
arrivkl> the Gaffers were assembled in a large body; 
and> ^et consulting about an hour with his principal 
people and counsellors, Graika consented to come. 

*^ The following morning, agreeably to appointment, 
his Excellency the Governor arrived at the Kat river. 
Gaika, however, had not made his appearance, al- 
though h6 was to have been there at ten o'clock, yet 
he was then at the distance only of about an hour's 
journey ori foot; A little after mid-day, he sent to say 
that he W£ls ready^ and defsired to know if hfe must come 
to-day or to-morrow. The day being very un&vourable 
on account of rain, the following^ day was fixed; 

^^ When the time appointed- came, Gaika sent mes- 
seugers to itsk me what he should do, and to inform me 
that he was ittu^h afraid. I evidenfly perceived from 
ttiis, and from what one of Gaika's chief heemraden (or 
counsellors) said, that they were about to lay all the 
HsBlihe on me, if any evil befel! them from hii^ Lord- 
ship*s visit ; klthougb Iliad said, from the first to the 
last, that they must USfe their own discretion, and not 
be' gbiddd by nae hi this respect; Thfey saidj were it 
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»[3[flpi^pjfb)eJLr^n?weir; andjuponjtbis^ Major Fm3WiWf*a 
ipfl[fp(^|;piy {jdsfpatphed with a {iWty,<&f oiwed.boOmjfcW 
a9ffp??>pany.tfrqfe/|pi^e?pei^ers,!to the pla<^:^heiie Gaikfti 
\fag^,^Q^ assure him of hi^ $^fetyj and io rutgt&thind )to> 
qq^q. The Majpr prevailed oa Gaika to aoftsent t- fewt/ 
qij. the way his ,heaiTt failed sp muchj that ber b^dA^d^ 
sijByeral times ia the short space qf ftn houifsi jtfiirjaeyK 
Wjbep. hp tc^e ne^ the river his fears ii>oraa|sedji ^^i^\ 
tji^ ^ajpr coul4 not get him to AdvMoe ainylwtbpRi; 
(^?^^a.t|}f^^.iIYJuire4for .1^^^ I muetf come-owr^ 

tpjl^i^f ^ T^e^ M^or cgmp hHnseUT ibr tm^ and X-wKj 
cpmpapi^4: HiiP h^k tp Gaika, whom I found in Ifc^^ 
njiji^di^ipjf a lafg^ hody of Cstfqrs. He appeiured to bet ind 
g^pat distress and, djread ; but 4?n seeing mey he wemedt 
mpp|i,ijeli^ed^ ^ tookme by the hand veiy lieavl^i 
Thi^, Jap^p^t^ rCuyler *nd Stoqksenstromy wbaiweml 
wiih .^4ith^Pu^9^ Vw and S^Lhambi by theiaipBy and) 
le4,thqf^ (butfs^tb.gp^^ arm in arm toit/bb^i 

I^(j(s^p[$j,.cappj^^ whgfie the troopsf mem drawaHttfr^ 
uf}4^i,^f[is-r-o^p ^npdred dragoons^ deteehapenfa o£i 
the,§j3r^^7^^^ ^ Cape regimenta, a;$m»H;detabhi-f 
nj^ni^^f .arl^Uery with twp fi^loUpieees,^ imd thsecr htipfv 
drja^jaj^^ffyjli^Hn^hersf armed and; mwnted*;^ ;!Ehfese^)t 
tqgRfh^r, f9^-fl(^4ti^r?ei.iside8 of ^ «quare^ Hisduordtit 
shfp^s, ifi^jqij^ ;5tQo4 in the,,qenfre^ and^the fi*&kpie<?w / 
w^f:e s^![:pje4rOft|thejight apdiJeft. ' •• ;; ,. ;>.:.^ i iliiv 
;/, Jt^f" %p4l^f^qy, .^cfiompanied by Colonel /Biqdpl 
C^t^^ 3l^^a|^,^d Ppctor BaiTy> advanp^lfiioiil fai^ 1 
teiHt^.^9;^Vfi?pn|tr«^ Ms <f^^,. tp-.toe^ Gaikfitiatidfjhiftu 
Plfe ii^ .rtfiWpi f99pivH them, ift^tij© most fdkoDi 
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«fed^»M^fty^ inftfttWr; llhe compftoeiiis 'befcig' dvfei^,^ 
tltey^idardiddito^ihe gwfertof's riarquee/ttie'sttfe^ of 
wWcb^i^itfiikeh down/OH" purpose to'msdce tiie fcotf- 
feWta«^»as^ public Jlfir poiSilble. Gn their lirrfval, Ki^ 
HktfAleAdf took l^e dhWr^ Md huA Gsdka sedted on d 
mAt at bis rigtii biatid, ^ile bis parly formed ' a! seiii!-' 
oi#cte ih'feottt elf ithe govWnor. Tbe siibjetit discussed" 
\^|[^' th^ mutoal Ifitere^ of ihe two countries ; but tUo' 
(iJfiiflfe!* firtidfe SBch a clacking during the wbole confer-' 
eiycj^litbut it'w*^ with diflfieulty the parties could be 
Ifcert^; >'HifiLordl3htp first stat^ to Galka bis' object 
ifit t<feilitig biflii'Viz. to propose such tneastires as he* 
doftceiv^ wMiWl^^flfeetuafly prevent, in faturb,' t3i6^ 
pfeMdeiKng md ngm'ders VfiAdi tftel cblonfsts had h^t^H6'' 
sttfered fwwiittie Caflfers. To this Gaika replied, ihki 
ht kfkw noftittg of the persons who were guiltljr of 
these crhfte^} but, if he could find any who ^erfe 
gtia«y> hfe would punish them with death. His Excel- 
lency' theta proceeded to solicit Gatka to use Ms fnflti-' 
ehce toi put a stop to the depredations committed byM^; 
pedpl&onithe colonists ; to acquatht him th^t^ irifutiire/ ' 
w^nneerttle w^em st(den from tiie coloiiy and traceid' 
iiito 0)iirsrip^rtibular Gaffer kraal> that kraaV^ould be*' 
hddir^pdfidible fer the ceN;tle stolen, although fhey^ 
m^ht mrtibeiaotuaUyfcMQd there ; and .that the' k^aT 
tQjfiidcfiith^'Were traced should* be bound to replace' 
thd nuhBUdk* of^^tmttte ^stolen from tbe cdony. Gaika' 
ve»y tqaUHj* cottsfented to these propositionsy dnd* iJald; 
with regard to the la^, tiat if wotild be the W^f way 
tqlpitfv4a*^1iifutiire> any from secreting the^ UriieVes. 
Hisl faraflihip atdl^' if be would b^vA hh peppte ih^ 
ceidpbffioigidiose krMls> to ^ith Ihe e&tde itere trk6ei(f/'^ 
iwMtf^om^fisi number of cattle/ ^lotdAsudicsiis^'i 
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occur^ and should l^e he eaUed npon. Te Mb^ ^Ij^o^ he 
readily coosented. His E^c^lency fiuiher a9b34> if he 
would collect and send Ofit the catti^, bor^es^ 9flid rmh 
^way slaves which were in his country? He s^^fer 
bis ov^ part, he wo^ld give ijqp all that ha could ooih^ 
atqong bis own people : hut thut th^re were other ehiit& 
who claiined independence^ and that some of them were 
present, to h^tr and answer for themselves. The go- 
vemor, however^ did not ttiink proper to acki}owle(%e 
any other qhief besides Gaika* lie oonsidamd that whf|t 
he ^reed to, the others were botind to comply w^. 
His Lordship also proposed a bartering inteveqwBe 
between the two nations^ and said th^i, for th^ pu^ 
pose, he would allow the Gaffers to come to Gmham's 
Town twice in the year, for two days at eadj time, to 
bring such things as they had to dispose of, and tp 
purchase such articles as they had occasion ipr ; but 
that none should be allowed to come without permission 
and passes from Gqika; that should Giiika himself 
need any thing in the interval, he could have it by 
sending, — ^but that he would be considered respcm^le 
lor the conduct ^f those who came, and ftat tiiwefore 
he should be eantidiES as to whom he gavepaceseau 

^^ While his Lordship was thus calling his attenticm 
to the afi^irs of his nation in a poUtical pohtt of view, 
Gaika very abruptly broke into another sdbject in t^ 
following terms 1 — ^ It is much to our disgrace that we 
go forth to steal, now that we have God's word among 
us ; but the feet is, the Caflfers will not hear it.' He 
th^ asked the following questions: ^What ^ the 
missionary come into this land for V His Lordship 
answered, ^ To teach you the word of God.*— r^ Who 
has sent Um ?' sskd the chief. The governor tefHnd^ 
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ik^tlh^ been sent by the friends of Gbiistiiiiiity aver 
ike woiid^ tbroogh the medium of the English govenir 
iwnt) and that therefore he (the governor) was bound 
to protect me^ and said he hoped Gmka would do the 
eama. Gaika further asked his Excellency^ how he 
^ should understand the Word?' This question put 
his Lordship rather to a ^and; but his attendants 
pea-ceiting this^ suggested for answer^ that he (Gaib^ 
should pay attention to >vhat was said^ and put it into 
practice ; that it was the missionary's duty to inform 
him what he wished to know on that subject ; but thai 
they were now come on another subject^ and they wished 
him to attend to it. Thus I have endeavoured to give 
you the suhstanc^e of what passed at the oonforence. 

^^ His Excellency then presented to Gaika a sack of 
presents and a beautiful grey horse. The contents of 
the sack were shoes, handkerchiefs^ shawls^ buttoni^ 
knives^ beads^ looking'-glasses^ and tinder-boxes : the 
last such as are used in this country, for they would 
scarcely thank one for such as are used in England. 
The ccmduct of Gaika was remarkable while receiving 
the presents. So greedy was he, that he could not 
wait a moment to examine separately what was pre- 
sented to him> although Colonel Cuyler was at the 
pains of opening each parcel for that purpose ; the arti- 
des were no sooner put into his hand than they were 
lsiid on the ground, and his hand stretched out for more. 
When he had doi^ receivings he fled instantly, like a 
thief, to the other side of the river, where he halted for 
a little time^ and then returned to the place whence he 
came in the morning. Not bdng oonte^ with all th^^t 
he had received^ he sent n^t moiading to ask me for a 
kni£e^ Undertb<»ies> looking-glasses^ handkerchipfs^ a^d 
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fdod. He liad either lieard or sufyosect tUat l^ttaMl'^' 
received sometbing^ and therefore Aoiighft' hb>;ta|tistl 
h^ve a part Ck)loiiel Cayler had giten ns nine kpivbst-" 
and a few handkerchiefs, and saidv ^Take thea^ anral: 
give to those who may have done any thing.^if yaw;^ 
aitdof this oircumstance^ I conjeetnre/Gaika had bMMii/ 
apprized. The: chiefs who were with Gaika reteittedi^^ 
presents also, but none of them so many as he. I faeaipdin 
that it was intended to have kept the chiefe iodiAf^d 
with his Excellency, and that he ioiendeci !to amw6i' > 
them by firing the two field-piacesy whidhwtere banted y 
with ball for that purpose ; tiit they ran Jdmay withbidkin 
allowing any opportunity for this display^ / ^ ' ; >-* 

*^ TTie order was immediately gir^i to retreat. : The 
laqddrost Cuyler then called me up, and -put a p^^er d 
into my hands with this question^ ^ Do yott knam any. ) 
thing of this ? ' referring to two horses and tjirte Hditenn i) 
tots mejjJioned in the paper — the horses as kivingtewii* I 
stolen, and the Hottentots as deserters from the tcdony ^: ! 
and it had been reported to him^ it seems> Hsmi thoy ^ 
were at the institution. ^ With regard to cone of ithe. t 
horses/ I said, 'there was such a horse as was da-. :^ 
scribed here^ but how the man came by it I knew aefcj/'O 
and the other I knew nothing of.' It was teiatedtaiat 
John Tzatzoe rode the horse the day before* I tkerofece .i; 
called John, and, on inquiring, it proved that the har»2: A 
was Gaika's. With respect to the Hottentots^ I c<oiiUL ri 
not, for the moment, recollect there were any runaws^/.o 
Hottentots at tte institution, although there wei5e'iii^0.> d 
of whom I knew ; but in about five minutes X roe^M j * 
lected theirij and them acquainted Colonel Qnyleff ymtik -^a 
it He then s^iid^ with a great air of apthori^, ^ I .<: 
insist upon it that you e^tert jourselftm getting :th«)^J|3^ /ai 
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ili«» HA^fl^vdlme i^ and have dl jroar yeofk pcttaded/ 
I^pqiftied^ V€fdond Guyler^ I think yon bod better tftke- 
tiiittL upbn^TDcnetf^ for I aon not their coinsiaailer vl 
htaft )i0;aiithdnfy or oomnumd oivier them» not'^atf- 
Vt^smffpi l^rDtecttoii fiu^ Hiyself shMld I take 96 nluch 
ii|N9iiMB£^ Aildkig, that I was: in a» eiieiny*e land^ and 
shbtfjdldoiatiyihing to displease them^ Ishoiddim^ 
mediately endanger my life. ^ Then/ said he^ ^ yod : 
h^a^d^^—rd ideal better be somewhere else^ in my - 
ofieiotb^' ' He Moreover ^9id, ^ Witt .yoadoit?*^say 
yes drnb;lidli. have oo ; eqiuvoetftknu If yon ifitt 
nobdo/it^ I witt take nieans to ma^yondait;! IS/ritt 
report you to the^gc^reirnor/ * , i . i . '- ti.i 

^^:At tlnB^uneitpeeted and undesenved abuse/fWaLS 
aeiec|Ql intii aatonishi|ient, and cot to the heart to think ' 
that I had been a slaVe of the colonial authoritieB' for 
the sakei of peaoe^ and that sodi was my Kward. * 
HmmteaTy mken Colonel Ciiyler jDaine/aecempii^ed by ' 
his Loiickhip^ Captain Sheridmi^ the Docto^ 'the 4ti- ' 
goims; and a party of boors^ I hsid thc^ people •eoHecteU^ * 
togcQier^ mdoiie/of the Morses ; the (MkBr MaVi not - 
be fiinnd« The one whbh was h^B they imm^atdy ' 
owpedi •■'.' ^ .---.-'- - '.,'.... .^ 

^ OOhte tke farnddk^st Cui^r^ addressing Mnosdf to 
thejfsrwri^i smd, ^Here> toy Lord, is a fitrfen hbfee.' 
AmI^^ two Acittentots; of Whom I had giyeii infer- 
malftNi^ oiam* uneaflM ; and these two immdliatply 
ga^ ifif€rt*to4l^n of four more runaways, ctf whom I "' 
had**5 teic«¥tedge. • Then said Colonel Cuyler, again, ' 
/Hewr, ^als(^, lire hftiwwafy Hotterftofe, transgressing 
i^^sililr ««?. laWs bf tMe colony/' His Lord^ip then ' 
said to tne, ** 1 cannot s^ow you fo receive'and keep 
mj'f^^^loiikl^ as Messrs. BLead and Anderson do/ '' 

VoL.lI. N 



178 INJURIOUS AND IMPOLITIC TREATBtENT 

I repKed, ^ My Lord ! I do not receive nor keep your 
people.* 1 knew of only two who were from the colony, 
and these I neither received nor kept. If I had taken 
them into my service, or by any means scrpport^d'th^n, 
I might be accused of receiving and keeping ttiem. 
Moreover, this is a land where every one is his own 
lord- The inhabitants go and come wher6 and when 
they please ; and I am neither a captain nor a land- 
drost to call them to an account, were I ever so dis- 
posed ; for when men are in this land, they are-beycMid 
the bounds of civil controul t and were I, who am a 
single individual in the midst of enemies and savages, to 
take so much upon me as to lay hold of them, or be the 
cause of their apprehension, or to drive them from this 
place, and have any thing to do with stolen property, I 
should immediately endanger my life and my famtly. 
And the natives would, moreover, say, that I was come 
to entrap them, instead of instructing them in the tmths 
of Christianity. You, my Lord, and every geritlenmn 
present, know what a hazardous situation mine is. I 
therefore hope your Lordship will take this into serious 
consideration, and exempt me from such a perilous re- 
sponsibility.' ' 

^* His Lordship then called me aside, and said, * You 
inust know that it is very injurious to the colony io 
have the people desert it. There we have a most 
beautiful country, and none to cultivate it. I shall there- 

* There were then no grotinds for such complaints against Mr. 
Anderson or Mr. Read. Mr. Williams had only commeneed his 
mission among the Caffers^ but the influence of die missionaries at 
Lattakoo and Griqua Town was by tliis time sufficiently established 
to prevent the Bechuanas or the Griquas from countenancing 
deserters from the colony. 
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fore eaqpect from you that, when you write concenung 
those who run away from the colony, you will not con- 
nive at their desertion, but mention what you know.' 
This I promised I wotdd do. Ifid Lordship then asked 
to what society I belonged? How many people refflded 
bere? If alt the houses he saw had been built since I 
bad been here? If the people had gardens? And, if 
any were converted? He then departed. 

^* Capt^ Sheridan, before goings took me by the 
faand^ and said, ^ Mr. Williams, I wish you every s«o- 
cess^; and I doubt not but you will have iV He b a 
gentieman I know nothing of; but it did me good to 
think, they were not all against me.* But Colonel Cuy- 
ler, full of envy and malice, said, ^ 1 wish you may do 
better! Things are going on very bad h^^, in my 
opinion/** 

When it is recollected that Gaikt was so distnidtfol 
bf Ihe inttefations of the government that Mr. Williams 
Imd to pledge his honour and life for his security ; and 
when to this are added (he dcficate circumstances in 
which the missionary himself was placed, it will be 
readily admitted that the treatment he met with, in Ais 
instance, was as inconsistent ^th sound policy as it 
Iras with the spirit of benevolence. 

^ TtdB gentleman^ whoi^ conduct to Mr. Williams fomiad si» 
striking^ a contrast to that of Colonel Cuyler, was Mr« Thotnatf 
Sheridan, then Colonial Paymaster at the Cspej and eldest son of 
the celebrated Richard Brinsley Sheridan, M.P. 
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CHAPTER X. ^ : 

Illness and Death of Mr. Williaixis.-^Distre8sin9 ait4iat^iL qf hm* 
. Widow.— Attachment of the People. — ^Mrs. Williams' return into 
the Colony. — Death and Character of the Chief Sicana. — Speci- 
men of his Poetry. — Settlement of Mr. Brownlee at the Ch^mi, — 
His Account of the State of the People. — ^Treatment of the 
Ghonaquas. — ^Mr, Brownlee's Visit to Hinza. — ^New Institution 
at the Bu&alo River. — Exertions of the Glasgow and Wesle]^an 
Missionaries in Cafferland. — Latest Accounts. ' ' 

WmLE this faidiful and assiduous missionarj was sowiag 
the seed of wbich others are now reaping the harvest^ 
he fell a victim to a course of laboiioiis exertions be*' 
yond the physical powers of any ordinary man^ 

The following extracts^ from a little journal kept bjr 
Mrs. Williams at this time^ oonvey a Uvely picture of 
her very peculiar and trying situaticm : — 

''August 20 (1818). This mormng the fever had. 
much increased. He got out of bed, quite wUd ; bo<>; 
through weakness, was obliged to lie down again« la^ 
the course of the day the people came to me, requests 
ing that I would send into the colony to let my fHendsi 
know that Mr. Williams lay so ill. I told them, that I 
had not permission from govemm^it to send* Gaflfen* 
into the colony. They pressed hard, saying I was ther^ 
a lone woman with my two little children, and my hus- 
band so ill — it was too hard for them — ^they could iwt 
bear it* 

•^ 2L This mombg I despatched two men into th^ 
colony. This was the Lord's day, and to me tfa^ jnost 
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trying Ss^bath I ever experienced. Before this, I 
did not apprehend that my husband's illness was unto 
death ; but now I looked for nothing else^ and that 
speedily. My little Joseph was standing near the foot 
of the bed. He beckoned for him^ and I brought him 
to bis fether ; but he could not speak to him. I asked 
Mm if he knew me and the children? He looked at 
us with much concern, but could not speak. 

^* 22. He had no sleep the whole night, and his breath* 
ing grew more and more difficult. He took nothing but 
water. I was at length enabled to resign and give 
him up to the Lord^ to do his pleasure concerning him. 

^* After this I asked one of the Caffers if he had no 
wish^toisee his teadier before the Lord took himia 
hkaiself. Answer, ^ Yes ; but I do n(^ like to ask you» 
because I think it will make your heart sore/ He thea 
came and.sat down by the bed side. I asked him if he 
ppnyed^ Answer^ ^ Yes.' ^ What do you pray for?* 
Anfmet, \ I pray the Lord, as he hath brought us a 
teacher over the great sea water ^ and hath thus long 
a|nred him to tell us His word^ that he would be 
pleased to raise him up again io idl us more of that 
Gi*eat Word/ I ai^ed ^ Do you pray for me 2* 
Aaawer^ ^ Yes/ ^ What do you ask when you pray 
for me?' Answeri ^ I pray that if the Lord should 
&ke away your husband from you, he would support 
and; protect you and your little ones in the midst of 
Ms Wfld aad barbarous people. ' 
, ^* Tids was to me a precious s^mon, at wch a sea* 
^omy from the mouth €i a Caffer. 

** 23. This mornings just as day began to breaks his 
ha|ipy ^irit took flight to be for enrer with the Lord. 

^^ As soon as I was able^ I det^atdbed two men with 
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fte painful intelligence to Mr. Barker. When tMs 
was done^ I was dbliged, in consequenoe of tiie heatof 
the climate^ and of the situation I was placed in^ to 
instruct the people to make the ec^n and. dig the 
grave. I had some difficulty in persuading them to 
try to make the ooffin. They knew nqt how to go 
about it, I said I would direct them as wdl as I aoidd> 
and they wiUing^y set to work. Thme were trying 
tasks for me at such a moment ; but the Lord haih pro- 
mised not to lay more on his children than they %m 
able to hear. 

^^ I could not get the coffin finished to-day, . I made 
my bed on the ground^ for the lA^, in tiie same room 
where the body of my deceased husband lay ; but in 
the night I was obliged to get up and take my poor 
children out. You will r^dily eonjeoture the cause. 

** 94. As soon as it was lights the pisople returned to 
work upon the coffin, and about eleven o'clock it was 
finished. I appointed four young men (in whose 
hearts^ I trust, the Lord hath begun a work of gtiatce) 
to put the body Into the cd&n. I then took my^o 
fatherless infants by the hand^ and followed the remains 
of my beloved husband to the grave, acoompanij^d by 
the whole of the people and tiie children. When they 
had put the body in the grave, I requested Aem to 
sing a hymn, after which we prayed. While sitfeg at 
the edge of my husband's grave, I thought that you, 
my far distant ^elatives^litfle knew what I was under* 
going ; but the remembrance that * He who sticketh 
closer than a brother,'- saw me, and was able to sup- 
port me, was my stay and comfort. 

^^ I had not long returned to my home before the 
messenger that had been sent to infoim GWkaof the 
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ckatii of Mr. Williams, returned with the foUovring 
ttefsage io ni0» ^ That I was io hold my heart stiff; 
that tlM people at Kat riyer were ordered to protect 
me and my property mitil my friends came ; and if I 
needed any Ha^ they mere to provide for me : and 
tint when any one came from the colony^ he desired to 
be informed of it/ This finendly message from a man 
so eovetons and* selfish as Gaika, I tiionght was of the 
Lord^ ior as toon as a man dies among his own people, 
it is the practioe of this Caffer king, to strip the widow 
of ^very thing. 

^^ 26. I was enabled to keep upon my feet with my 
two dear little ones ; and the word of God was a gr^t 
support to my afflicted soul. I committed myself and 
my diildren^ with cctafidence^ into the hand of tiie LonL 

^^ 37« This day again calls for thankfrilness. I have 
lain down and risen up in peaoe and safety in the 
midst of a savage people* 

'* S8. This is the Lord s day. Through the grace of 
God skengthening me^ I began the day with prayer, 
and after tkit I held die schod. I felt the loss of my 
beloved psurtner more than I can express in words. 
About mid-day I assembled the people together again ; 
and whfle engaged in prayer, Mr. Hart arrived. I was 
much affected, and the people also. 

^ Mr. Hart did his best to console me; and after I 
was a litde recovered, he inquired what I intended to 
do: I said I had seirt messengers to Mr. Barker, (mis- 
sionary at Theopolis,) and I thought that he or somfe 
other missionary would come and stay here until the 
mind of the Governor was known ; that I intended ib 
remain here in the event of other raissi#iaries being 
permitted to come; and that I thought my rem^aining 



f^^i^.^i^^mfAm of keeping 'il^/.AiQ<»fjOjp4tob^ 

very. imprudent for me to remain {.<ittpl:ifi Mil; ^PAffc^ 
f3^,it^ijr<)4ilj^ OTly; bfe &^ fi > fewdays pmi Jftft* * he 
J^PH§^^^^^^^^ ''^ best tp let his mwpi}€pir^'.4h# 
»J¥?«gffl% «^ad begin to paiok, a$ time wtas veryfiwssi^g 
:sf,\ii^ b#a- , I ob^erwd, that Mr. WilliOTas th^.»jljyfly|i 
lH^^l.,v^ry particulop to avoid doing aAyaoit' of fWdfk 
pn,j t^ije .sabbath^ even work of ne<?esfli?ty* in. Hk^.ey^^^ 
Jl^?.]b^aitb€mi.lest it paight be to tbem a fetumWwgrbteeki 
a^^ that I, felt unwilling to move till tbe.morr^w^ Jih 
|l9CQif(^gl,y agreed to at&p till the wwrojw. . * 

V I rfS'^'ht^ people then qame together, and sajd t0 Mp^ 
Hart, ' What shaU we now do? . The Lord * W^ 
t^^ijL ^^r teai^her froipi us ; and lo> you are aJbo come 
^i£$^b. a^i^^y^ out of our land> tbe wiomaii ^ho^iouftd 
npw teaches. Thit^ is. too hard upon us.* / * ) 

1^^ ^/ Mr.iHartr^^asoned stroiigly with them oa?1feei»f 
pr<)pri9ty <^f a Icme woman, with two Utfle childyeni 
jB^aimrig in. sn^ a ^ce, without a pr^ylectQi:. i Ha 
p(ri>»)iised> ^awfeoj^or, to^ make known th^r oajse> ^2id 
jifgfcAtiwiahfls tP the Govemoir, saying that *he hadind 
4fiflfet 4n0ther teacher would socai l« sent io itheaii 
Yet they^wene^ still very unwillmg to let pietgoj ; $i^ 
^M ^ey would send messtogers to inform iGrftikaii^: and 
lf^rtj(hi$ nm^Si . Mn Hart was iiatber je^ou^ji <)f theSi? 
4^iga^ J and ; having wUh him a m^ whK^ udderstoodr 
tteeiCaferltogudge, he sent him atoongihem 4o emt 
4«a\faur tO: find* out how they were: disposed; but aft 
ti^at bei go&ered was^ihat tibe people .were' eoDtr^nely^ 
^aat^dd at the prospect of my leaving them* >. 
,f fjtsTW^ rtigbt; I spentin great distfess of mind.. I 
J^iietf ;nftt wh^io da ft>r tib^ bc^t Ta leave tlri$^ peopte^ 



liMddiflr^pI&oei'wbeife I had heett Eiteg* sD%appiIy> lEtiA 
^wli^ nok tta'bcHly ^f my dear husbmd lay^ was like 

^ ^ '^m B»ly ia 4he momtog, Mr. Hart flent off my 
^A^'^d tovf^; and then began to collect and pack 
:ti)^ mf ilittle articles of fumitare and other property. 
C^^<^' pangs of my lieart this day no one can cons 
^me ! Abontneon, we were ready to depart Just be- 
Tfore I g«l into the waggon, the messengers return^ 
&€m Q^^, and ' informed me that Gaika had said I 
iiAtst nM go away until oth^ missionaries came. Mr. 
Hart thought it he^ to prosecute our journey with all 
epeeA, i^Ace he had sent such a message ; but for my 
piM4 1 wasnot ciraid. 

; ^^ -^fter we had titivelled about an hour, we met Mr: 
Barker. I fi^t mudi indined to tarn back in order 
that he might see the place, and witness tiie earnest-^ 
ncas joS iiie poor natires for another teacher. I thought 
that, if: he had seen ihem, he would have too rest day 
not ni^t until he had made arrangements to have the 
gcopd brought again to the Caffsrs ; or bare gone back 
hin^If vilik me to take charge of the litde flock at 
Kiat river, until the dentation from the society came 
dirt from England. But it was ordered otherwise.'' 
I ; The foregoing naitati't^ I have given at length, for 
wihile tt presents a^^mpie ai^! affecting picture of the 
Mali^xiidisu£S^rings to which our mksiMiaiies and their 
femiUes are not udrequently subjected in Hie midst of 
ittildfaDjd heatheui tribes, it is also tngbly creditable t^ 
theiwriter as ^a wife, cms a mother,, and as a devx)ted aod 
valuable fcoddjc^r in the missionary cause. The strong 
i^ipiiecal attadm^ent, ulso, between the pec^le and their 
i^i^os^s^Ottld^ a siifficieiM; proof^ had we m^^ibBtf 
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thai his labours were blessed amon^them* lfr« Hart^ 
kind and praiseworthy as his oondoot was^ in sponta* 
neously going into Cafferland to succour the widow 
and the faiheiiess. in their affliction, appears to have 
much misunderstood and ill appreciated the character 
and feelings of the little congregation at Katfiva". 
Nor is it wonderful that he did so« Having only known 
the Caffers as a military man^ and seldom mb^d 
with them, perhaps, except in an attitude of open hes- 
tility^ or secret suspicion, he could not know or cmdii 
the chiBinge ^hlch the character and precepts <tf a 
genuinfe apostk of the gospel had effected in sa brief a 
period on the dispositions of a horde of savages, arid 
who, in external appearance, differed as yet scarcdy 
in any respect from the untamed barbarians around 
Ihem, 

The death of Mr. Williams was mudi regretted 
among Ae -Caflfers in general ; for even the^ king and 
other chiefe, who loved not ihe doctrines he preached^ 
were conciliated and favourably impressed by his dis^ 
creet and prudent conduct, his industrious habits, and 
his singleness and benevolence of heart. His memory 

yet held in great respect among^ them; and the 
people who had been under his instructions at Kat 
river were in the habit of meeting together to instruct 
each other, and for the purposes of religious worship, 
till another missionaiy was sent among them. 

Among those to whom the labours of Mr, Williams 
had been useful, the chief Sicana deserves particular 
tiotlce in this place. ITiis individual survived his 
teabher a . few months only. Under his last illness 
SicanaV mmd -^as elevated above the world by the 
hope of eternal^ blessedness. Feeling that he had but 
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a short time to Hve, he coDtmaed^ «o \fmg as he was 
able to speak^ explainiiig to those around him the na* 
tore and importance of the Christian hope ; exhorting 
them^ at the same tinie, to faith in Christy and to 
deave to the missionaries, and to the professioa some 
of them had made, whatever sacrifices their constancy 
might cost them ; and he expired in the midst of his 
people^ in a truly Christian manner, resigning his 
soul into the hands of that Saviour who had redeemed 
him^ exclaiming, *^ Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly ; 
I commit my soul into thy hands ; it is thine^ for thou 
has redeemed it by thy bkKML" 

Sicana was a poet> as well as a Christian, and though 
he could neither restd nor write, he composed hymns, 
which he repeated, to fai$ people, till they. could retain 
them upon their memories. The following may be 
considered as a speotmen c^ his poetical abilities, and 
which the peof^ are still accustomed to sing to a low 
monotoncMis native air. 

Ulin guba inkulu siambata Una 
. Ulodali bom' uadali pezula, ... 

Umdala uadala idala izula, 
Tebinza Inquiiiquis zixeliela. 
Ut)ka Qtnkula goflizuline, 
Yebinza wquinquis Boziliii]fiIe« 
Umze uakonana siibiziele, 
Ujnkokeli ua sikokeli tina, 

Uenza infama zenza go bom! ; • ' 

Imali inkula subiziele, * ' 

W«»a wena q*aba iqyaniza^ 
Weua wena kaka Imyaniza, 

Wena wena klati Hnyaniza ; — 

Invena inh*inani sibiziele, , - • 

Ugaze laku ziman'heba wena, , ' 
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3tii Hf UmlcokiU ua, sikokeli Una: aitniftium _„ 

Ulodali bom' uadali pezula, . i*. - * in 

„ tTmckla uadala idala izala. ' '^ ^**<^ ^'^ ^^^^ *^^"|*» 
Jjrilhujr J ;, . ij;^i| tjfiiwriKot ^dV 

•«^« ^' m who is OUT mantle of comfort, *'''»'' *^^'- ^*^ ^^Elrf 
The ^ver of life, ancient, on hi^h,*'^ hi 111 ^^^mm^ 

y He 13 the creator of the heavens . 

ni^ yi' And the ever-burning stars. ("^ JiinftJ I^* 

^Ulu'^' «■ God is mighty in the heavensj - iw uijii ,Jic»0l 

llLutJuj ^^^ wbirb the stars around the sky. Ji jf /h^oncil 
We call on him in his dwelling-place, , ., { r„,, ^^^ 
That he may be our mighty leader, *"* r . ^^ -1 

If* 1«^ For he maketh the blind to see ; ^^"^ '' ^'^'^^ 

^UjiRii^ We adore him as the only ^od, ' ^'-^^f Ltd if*ij^#b 

bifif 'lii For he alone is a gure defence, n i ft tiif iuA'U 

bmh^ ^^ ^^"""^ ^f ^ ^"^^^y *^^^**^'- 1 iuj ^tna^.ii 

I , He alone la our bush of rcfun-e ; -fi *i ji J 

^ We supplicate the Holy Lamb, ■ ^ , 

-3V* I*' Wliose blood for us was shed, '"^ '^^^^ 

^lU m Whose feet for us were torn, _' jj5 *i^ll 

ImI .K'jr Whose hands for us were pierced; f tn .••|7»»1ij*i1 jj — 

^'iHul ^^^^ *^^' the ^iver of life on high, . f.j^J .^J fcikla 

lljinl ■ Who b the creator of Ihc heaven.. , ^^^(^. ^^j . j^,^^ 

^'"fer'llie ^eatt of Mn WiUiams, the iondon Mis^' 
sionary Society's agents in Africa were prohibited, by 
the colonial government, from sending any person to 
succeed him. No reason could be assigned^ from the 
state of the frontier^ or from the character or con- 
duct of Mr, Williams, to justify this invidious exclu- 
sion; but the pretext employed by the colonial go-, 
vernment iu its defence was, that it was the intentiQ^; 
of the government to provide a missionary for this sta^,, 
tion ; and Mr Brownlee^ who was formerly in the ser- 
vice of the London Missionary Society^ and who hatf, a 
short time before^ entered into the service of goverri^ 
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ment^ was appointed to estabfish an iristittiti6n on the 
Chumi river as the successor of Mr. Williams. 

The following extract of a letter from this excdlent 
man^ dated in June^ 1820, does as much credit to the 
leart of the writer as it does justice to the lalK)urs and 
success of his worthy predecessor :-r- 

'^ I made my entrance into Cafferland on the 6th 
inst., and was welcomed by a few of those who were 
formerly at the Kat river. About thirty people joined 
me, and I expect to have many more shortly. 

^^ Considerable light has been communicated by our 
departed brother, Williams. I asked one of the people 
what he thought of the word of God, whidh he had 
heard, and how it was that it had not been more prized 
by ihe CaflFers ? His reply was, * The more I heard, 
the more convincing it was to me, and I really be- 
lieve the Cafifers had no reason for refusing it but this 
— ^it reproves every sin/ Being further questioned, he 
said he had no reason to give for his neglect of God's 
word; but although he had a conviction of the truth 
of God's word, he had no love to it in his heart ; and 
he actually believed (to use his own words) ' that 
there existed an enmity between his soul and God.* 
' '^ Where I have settled, the country is full of inhabl-^ 
tants. I anxiously wish I may be able to acquire the 
language so as to be able to speak to them the word 
of salvation. I have John Tzatzoe with me from Theo?^ 
polls. He came to introduce me among hig country-^ 
men^ and I could not have done well without him ; he 
interprets for me, and assists me in the lan2:uasfe/' 

(; "J^ iQllovriBg ^rai)ts from a letter addressed by 
MJfjciP^^wtd^i^ the.bteMr^WilMahBfifl 
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at a 'subsequent period, contain Botne intemeting de* 
tails, and bring down tke history of Ibe Gaffei* ndssion 
to the close of 1823:-- 

'^On the dea^ of your exc^ent husband^ the Ga^ 
fers who were at^hed to the misi^on at K^t rivw 
remained at the institution until the December follow- 
ing, when the war broke out between the chiefs, Gaikqt 
tod S'Lhambi. They were^ during this period, much 
distressed and discouraged by the reproaches and scoff- 
ings of their heathen countrymen, who said; that, the 
Work of the mission being now over, what could they 
do, since their teacher was taken away ? And the sick- 
ness with which some of the people of the institution 
were visited, was held up as an evidence that all their 
ealamities came on account of their prayers. Yet, 
ailthough this. was the language of many, there were 
some of the distant CaflFers, who lamented bitterly the 
loss of your husband ; particularly old Ganya, one of 
Gaika's oldest counsellors. It is said that he and some 
others were very much affected, and said, ^ God has 
taken from us our father/ 

^^ tlpon the defeat of Gaika by the hostile chiefs, 
the pepple of the institution fled towards the Koonap 
river, and afterwards they , were collected together 
iamongst the other Gaffers belonging to Gaika,* near 
the source of the Caha, and along the mountains, be- 
tween the Koonap and that rivulet After the people 
left the institution, a few stragglers^ belonging to 
Jaluhsa's party, came, and, having taken off all the 
hinges from the doors, they burnt down your house, 
^th all the huts belonging, to the people. From this 
period tOl ^pt^oober, 1819> the people that bdooged 
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foitneiiy.to ibei institiition coDtinned to hold togetber^ 
smd had worship among themselves morniiigs and 
6veningsj and, what is still more remarkable, 4bey 
never forget th6 observance of the Sabbath, but oil 
that day they had constant meetings for religions in- 
stiiiction and mntnal edification, singing and prayer, 
&c. The CaflFe'rs belonging to the kraal of ^cana 
also kept together, and had meetings for worship. 

^Ivisitfed,' in September, 1819, the remainder of 
Hit people who had been formerly at the Kat river } 
but before my arrival at the Fish river a great nnm« 
ber of them (both Ghonaquas and Gaffers) had been 
enticed to go into the service of the boors ; the in- 
ducement used on that occasion was, that there was 
no probability of another missionary going into theif 
6ountry. 

^^ Thus the people went into the service of the boors^ 
some into Graaff-Reinet, others along the Fish river, 
in Bruintjes-Hoogte, &c. These people remained in 
the service of the colonists until the Mdrch following, 
when there was an order issued by government, in con- 
Sequence of representations made by some persons in 
autiionty on the frontier, that they should be cdflected 
together and sent to Graham*s Town. When ' they 
were assembled, it was stated to them that they were 
destined to accompany m6 iiito CafTerland ; but some of 
the farmers told them that they were not to be seiit to 
their own country, but over sea to Robben Island. On 
receiving this intelligence, a few fled into Cafferland ; 
4nd a number of those who had been collected together 
ill Bruintjes-Hoogte, on being escorted past the military 
post at De Bruin's, where they thought they ought to 
pass the Blsh river, to go into their own country, seeing 
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liM fliey were l^vingr CafeilaAd^ iand pF0eBe4ii^ to^ 
iNdr<k Grafaan's T6wn, began to be appn^eoisimr^i^ 
tibelr ^rfety> and/i^bracing an' opportoaity ^ett>&eiiv 
g«ard Was laslie^p^ they got over the Fish rtvw, i»d 
8iKK)eeded in pe^hing the Caffi^^s on the Kxiakmmiu^* 
'Rie others^ who were more credulously wem foipwt^ded 
to Gn^am'sTown, and from thence to Uitenhaget^ 
On reaching the latter place^ the women mid <jiildre& 
w®re put under contract to hoors^ to the wastwiprd ^ 
^iaiaitoos liver^ and the mdes were forwarded io Rob- 
ben Island. 

*^ I ha^e heard that part of these pec^le were sent 
ba^ on application having been made by Major Eraser ; 
bD!l m what part of the cdony they are setUed I k&ow 
not, nor have I ever been able to learn how far the in- 
s^r&odoiiRS which they received in Christianity have 
been made us^fol to them. 

. ^^ Batmmmg those whom I found in €afferland» near 
the f^ river, wh^i the commando was in anotl^r 
part of tha^ coimtry, I was much interested by HSm 
mxkamB desuire manifested for a teacher, especiaUy by 
cM Knta^ and by the answer which be gave whek in- 
toRV^ated as to whether he was anxious tl^at I ^ould 
oMse and reside in the country. After he had rejJied 
&at k was their earnest wish that I should accompany 
tfam over the Keiskamma, or Chumi, he appealed to 
Grod^ wha he said ^ knew ihe hearts of all men, ajid 
was a wkaess to the sincerity of what he had eK^ 
prdssed.' Soon afterwards, I went to Gaika's kraal 
at ^ Chumi, and kid another opportunity of again 
seehng a jimnber of the people who had beloagied to 
the Kit river, aod were dtill living togoAen I )md 
much conversation with them, and was hafpy to leiNCQ ^ 
that they still continued to meet for worship. 
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f b Jm», I8S0, when I went uUimtthely to IkM 
Gkmai'totmgtihtl was in a vary sbotttinie pMUtdkfi^ 
nmaber of ihom who bad he^ formerly at the ^^ 
Bcver ins^ation ; and I was gratified to find.gre^t njU 
tfiniwa paid to the uistntctioms oomriniAicaiked» » that 
in a abmt i\vB» I was hiqppy to see a gradual iacreaif 
Q^ neligtoQS knowledge among theoou 1 mast add foi? 
the enaourageniant of future mismoaa£rie$> aad'likewiad 
for a great eofldbrt^ that the labomns bestowed on th» 
Oliffisrs have mvi been without blessed effects* Among- 
those who were most attentive, were Hans N(44aaat 
Yay^ J<An Tzatsoe's sister^ old Belda> and Knin his 
broliier. So that oa my entranoe Htto. QsffBrlMdi I: 
fooad the hearts of a few ppqiored by God for the ift^ 
ce|)tion <^ ihe gospd. 

^^ Many of the diildren» from the want of bodkin, 
had almost forgot their letters, bat Nokatla^ with a t&w: 
of Hke others, teid continued to ex^^dse AenHdves in 
the only sdiool book remaining; so much so^ that they: 
had most of tiie scripture ex^tracti by memory. ; 

** The progress the ohiidl'eh made in tiieeoame'eC 
the fost year was as much as oouldbe rpa^nahly^eas*, 
peeted. They learned by heart a number of cjnestmas 
from the Kble history^ and these they cottid repeat faottb 
in the Caflbr and DAtoh languages ; ami a. mmbeDnfr 
th^ adaUs were able to gite a clear aeoelinit} when oala^; 
chi^ed^ of the C;reation^ fall of man/ the lives of the/ 
paftriarohs^ the delugCi and the ohii^ eTealS' o£ Urnr 
scripture histc^^ both of the Old and NewTestammts;^ [ 
and particulariy suph as related to the life^ miraoies^ : 
sufferiDgSy death and resurrecjtion (^ our Saviouiv to^^ 
g(eMei^ with the leading truths and doctriMs of^thei 
Ofaristiaa re^dtt^. • ^ ; • ^ i . .; 

Voi.lI. .;./ ,.,.. , ; . , >M .., ^...1.:.;.^ ...:i P:;j j;.^:j 
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^^ After living there for about a yeiur, I wmJcHned by 
all the Gaffers that had been attached to Sicaua'^ kraal, 
and among these were Noy and MateaoQ. Tlie con- 
duct of both these^ since the time they entered the ia- 
stitutiQH, has been highly exemplary. 

'^ Since the arrival of Messi^. Thompson aadBeo- 
n)e> the Gla^ow miasionanes sent by tiie government 
into Cafferland, in November 1831, there has heea n 
pr(^ressive work, and a gradual increaseof knowlei^er; 
and from our united operations, the prospect has l^- 
wsm much more wicouraging. Yet, eitl^r from few 
of Gaika, or the reproaches of the other Qaflfers> w 
have had hardly any persons admitted, for the two last 
years, into the institution ; but there is every proba- 
bility that when Messrs. Bennie and Rosi^ coipmenoe a 
Buission in some other part of Cafferland, they will, m 
a short time, be able to collect a ooEigregatign. I hav^ 
good reason to hope, also, that Mr. Sh^^w, (the Wes- 
leyan missiom^ryji) will be able to collect a congrega- 
tion, in a short time, in Congo's territory.'* 

In the year 1822, Mr. Brownlee, accoH^panied by 
Mr. Bennte, made a journey through almost the whqle 
extent of the Amakosia territory*, proceeding along 
the s^-eoast as far as the resideuce of the dbief, 
Hinza, beyond the river Kei, and returning along the 
dtirts of the mountain ridge whidh, in part, <Mvides ik^ 
Amakosa tribe from the Amatymb^, or Tambookie#. 
On this excursion he found the inhabitants everywh^i^e 

*^ Some interesting extracts from a journal of this ei^cursiow, by 
Mr. Brownlee, are printed in the Appendix to Mr. Thopipson's 
Travels, together with many curious details r^tive to the hfetei^, 
govemmenrt, manners, customs^ lan^age, &c^ of the Am«ko$^ 
pr Southern Cafiers. 
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101 ilUag^ aad ^ven aaxkms, to hare imssionaries sent 
to tiieni. Near ^e Kahrnna river^ be mentions that 
^^ a large concourse of people came together^ to hear 
what th^ emphatically term ^ the great ward,' and 
we embraced the opportunity to speak to them on the 
being and perfections of God ; on our responsibility to 
him as reasonable creatures ; and on a few of the other 
leading truths of religion. At every kraal we visited we 
were always^ without eiic^tion, listened to with great 
attention; and in the conversations that sometimes 
ensued, and the questions they put to us> the Cafifors 
dii^played very considerable intellect." 

On reaching the kraal of Hinza^ they found that the 
people* in ignorance of their object and diaracter^ and 
G^prehending that they were followed by a military 
force^ were prepared for resistance ; all the men being 
assembled^ tod armed each with his bundle of assagais^ 
eyeing them attentively as they approached^ without 
speaking a word. But as soon as tiiey had announced 
themselves to be missionaries, (although no missionary, 
and scarcely, if ever, any white man had been seen in 
that part of the country before,) the Gaffers instantly 
laid aside their suspicions and their weapKms, and wel- 
comed their new visiters with the utmost cordiality. 
Next morning they had an interview with the duef, 
and about twenty of his principal men, at which the 
missionaries explained some of the leading truths of 
revealed religion. They were listened to with great 
attention ; and afterwards, Mr. Brownlee adds, ^^Hinza 
a^ked a number of questions relative to what he 
had beard from us. The following were a few of 
them : ^ At what period was the Christian religion first 
propagated in the world V ^ To what extent is it at pre- 

02 
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^ent prpfesse4?' * Has it Ijeeq r^cjeived tgr^a^t.^y^p 
;i^tion ?' and ^ What influence ^has it bad Off. tl^j^(^ 
d^ctof mep?'" . , v fr l// 

.To es^ch of these queries spitable .wswer^^h^vwg 
been made^ the diief declared, hims^Jf >j^ell;plpa^ 
with all tliat had be^ n said^ and ^rgp^d;t}w iwifspiip^- 
^v\es to prolong their visit until be could ^llUms^ib/?^ 
an assembly of his principal coun^eljor^^ a^d ipjy^^ 
men who resided a* a distance. With this pmp^Sil 
their other arrangements didxwt permit ;th?moto !<e«(f- 
plyj but they promised^ if po$i&ible^ tepayrJaiffli fm^ 
iW, visit ere long^ and to send hiija preivioii3 ai^ 
mation, in order that he might have the opporfeflity 
•hct d0^d of assembling ^* all the wis^^ ^jjtd tjiost 
jyespQctable men of his country to hear and Jqd^ lof 
^th^r discourse." ^ -hi 

la 1824, two of the Glasgow missionaries^ JWe^r^. 
^Qsls andBennie^ commenced anew i^tu^ioin dim^qg 
thdi Gaffers^ afeout ten mile$ from that founftecl%:Mr>. 
JSrpvtnlee at the Chumi. About the.jsafoe ipwwi* 
«ui. institution was establi^ed on thfe Kalumna: v}(mb 
near the sea-coast^ by the Wesleyan^ mfesiowaries, 
and afterwards another, in S'IiiamU'Srt?srrMoryj^, 3J^ 
.several establishments have be^n aU well r^^f^d)i^ 
j&e natives* aud^ with the Divin-^ bl^$ing>, af^ %§ly 
;to produce veiy important effects on thes yfi\tngi(g^v^ 

In 1825^ Mr. Brownlee, finding his i lat^OiOIB SP 
Jkinger essential to the progress <rf the^ Chvi^fii jn^titu- 
jtion, (to the management of wWohbi^afti^Qpiftl^ 4\ifi 
Rev. Mr. Thomson^ was fully competent^) and^ more- 
aver^ beijBgnawi^onvincied^ by^experience/ that, bis situ- 
ation^ as an agent of the colonial goviermnc^ni^owasi'eadi- 
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t^ifJiifelj^ ptejiidldial to his spiritual influence among tlfe 
^tetiv^; ft^ ttesigned his appointment, and the salary 
which he enjoyed in virtue of it, and again offered his 
^atttetble' services as a missionary, in connexion with 
^tJie Londort Missionary Society. Tliis oflfer, the high 
~*ffd h^fflowed motives of which I duly appreciated, was 
ifidcJe^ed by me with most perfect cordiality ; and, the 
^t)feWnission of government having been obtained, Mr, 
^Brownlee, accompanied by Uie Christian chief, young 
'll^^t6ey removed to the banks of the 61:^^0 river, 
-find <here^ oonnnenced another institution, under the 
jirbte^ti^n of old Tzatzoe, the father of his native co- 
vadjutor.. 

- By the fetest accounts, the cause of Ghristiamty and 

^civHiz^on appears to be gradually gaining ground 

in Cafferland. Schools, for the youth of both sexes, 

have been estabh^ied at the various stations above- 

tti^tioned ; -and, all things considered, they have 

already been attended with much greater succesi^ than 

kwild^have been anticipated. School books and prJ- 

.nae^rs in tim Amakosa dialect,* printed by the Glasgow 

^attd Wesieyan missionaries, have been introduced into 

Idl' those, seminaries ; and in a few years we may, with 

lA^ btessing of God; hope to witness among thie ^^ sa- 

Vfeigi^ Gfetffe*s^ the same dtefightful spectacle which is now 

"feUihifotttti at Bethelscbrp and TTieopolis-^the instructed 

diildren teaching their parents and grandsires to read 

Ifte ^Gkft^l in flieir mother tongue. 

-iiiilf^iini^is promising firfd, other Christian societies 

^aife ndW reaping the harvest for which our devoted and 

-iiJi^ SlfctiUfT^hymn; ait page IW, is aiklr sp^cim?^ of ^ift ?oft a(nd 
-tRn801l|0|«rilpilgVfE§^; :, > 
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revered Missionaries^ Yanderkemp and Wiliams^ first 
broke up the soil^ far be it from me and from any of 
tny friends, to grudge tbem the honour that attends 
their success. If good is done, it matters little t}y what 
society it is eflfected ; and I have always been an etieitty 
to that petty jealousy which would regard with th6 
slightest tincture of envy the success attending the 1^ 
bours of others, or which would induce Chri^ian MCi^* 
ties to quarrel about the respective shares which eaoh 
ihay have in any great or good work. 

In a letter of a recent date from Ca^erTand, ftoiA 
our late excellent missionary, the Rev. Evan Ev4nti| 
I have the following statement : — 

•' I have visited all the missionary stalkms of the 
Wesleyan, Glasgow, and London missionary sooietteil^ 
and I am happy to say that they are all in a proi^jerOua 
state. Having visited Wesley- Ville, Love-Dale, and 
the other missionary stations of the Wesleyan and 
Glasgow missionary societies, I visited the station rf 
our beloved brother Brownlee, where I iq>ent soiM 
days. 

^' Mr. Brownlee 's prospects are truly enooUraging^ 
The population immediately around him is very dense, 
for tiiis country. Standing on the site of the institu* 
tion, I was able to count a vast number of Caflfer vil*- 
lages in sight. On the sabbath-day it was truly de^ 
Kghtful to see the people coming in every direction 
from the surrounding country to the house of God. 
Those of the Caflfers at this station who have been con- 
verted, maintain an honourable profession, and show 
much love and affection to their teachers. John Tzatzoe, 
the young Caffer chief, is much respected by all the 
people, and is of great use to Mr. Brownlee in his 
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kJ)DUFs. This mission^ however^ needs nu^re assist* 
ance. Mr. Brownlee should have some artizans placed 
mth him. He cannot, as yet^ like the missionaries 
within the colony, have the natives to assbt him in 
erecting the necessary buildings oh such an institution. 
Williams sunk under the fettigue of his manual labours^ 
and it will be a shame to the directors of our society 
if they lose Brownlee in a similar manner^ or if the 
prosperity of the mission is retarded by their neglect. 

*^ On my visit to the different missionary stations in 
tbis country^ I was particularly pleased to find a spirit 
of love and candour among the missionaries of the 
different societies, which cannot fail to have a powerAil 
eSbct upon ihdr labours^ It is acknowledged by all 
the missionaries of the difierent societies that they have 
iN^red into the labours of Williams, and that they 
are now reaping the fruits of the seed sown by him in 
Gafferland. It gives me much pleasure," adds Mn 
Evans, ^^ to state that such is th^ respect entertained 
by the missionaries of the different societies for the 
memory of our departed brother, that they have en- 
tered into a subscription to erect a monument over his 
grave.** 
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T^j^JJ^tt^BtQt tribes kuowD by tibe desi^o^a^tionol NaniUf- f 
qufk^.)^|^^][)i4,^l)at is called Little andXifieatN«i»»q^wrr :* 
land.; IMi}^ Nap^qualand stretches fi?om t})Q kotxi«r 
of ,^ cqV^pyj, on. the westcani shore of South Africa) to, : 
th^.fjV'sH^.iiiver, and Great. NaraaquaJaad cxt^ndB 
frogi. itfee ijorth; hwks of die. same river to sAftgraiPer 
qucni?.,.??C^i;iwl«*ii9g abput three degrees of Jjttitrtfle* i 
Thj^ ^ea(dtl?pf the equ^try ha^ not been mi iW^ definecL . ; 
Tl^ f^^we of^ithe iRost .^terijejand dreaLuyeouiitriea: in, >: 

dqfpifj3frjiRt^r^>^ir^ witii a few gr«eft)patchBs> whiijbij 
ar|BTep,4e^ed; fertile by ^h^ few spripgs.whi^h.ihe.oQpift^ i, 
try.^svjW^ifs^ ,;Tbe dim^te of Nainaqjaalai|dJ^ iwo^r 
hotter, /:aud dri^r than. that of tfee ea^tMcoastj itwill j: 
sopcietipfie^ ;be: fpr jmonthsi and even y^ars,, wWioiat > 
rajf^; afuj^ jiWRg tl>^ excessive drought t0jwbwhjlt4s:o 
exppsed^ the pe^e k^p ^ix cattle aliwi by «?eAting. 
foragS,.%: *J^n> 3i»Qn& th^ reeds and buahes i» tfiQ)! 
chapi^Istpf thepriyers^; . .- * :. .i m t 
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. For a brief account of the condition of this people 
^hen the English took possession of the Cape of Good 
Hope, and of the treatment they experienced from the 
colonists^ I beg leave to refer my readers to the follow- 
ing extract from the volumes of a modem traveller : — 

*^ In that part of the Namaqua country lying between . 
the JChamies and the Groote or Orange river, water is 
rarely met with, except in the periodical streams that 
flow from the mountains under beds of sand, in whk^ 
the natives, when such existed, used to dig deep wella, 
and cover jt^iem over to jMrevent evaporatkxi. These 
plains are now desolate and uoinhafaited. All those 
numerous tribes of Namaquas, once possessed of vast 
herds of cattle, are, in the course of less than a cen- * 
tury, dwindled away to four hordes, which are not va7 
numerous, and, in a great measure, are subservient to ' 
the Dutch peasantry who dwdl among them. The 
lai^er, who hfave seized upon the choicest part of their 
country, allow them to erect their huts in the rieigh- 
bourhood of their forms, on condition of their furnish* ■ 
ing a certain number of people to protect their cattle 
against the attacks of Bushmen or wild beasts of 
prey;^ A^toaSen years more, and probably a shorter ' 
Tpemd; will see the remains of the Namaqua nation in ' 
a state of entire servitude. Such are the effects of an 
encroaching peasantry, sanctioned by the low policy of 
a ^ove^mmfent that coifld descend to employ agents tb 
effect the purchase of whole herds of cattie for a cask ■ 
of bi*andy. To this government was so little a concern 
of such great magnitude, that it authorized those agents, 
for &e greater conven^nce of transporting their trandy, ^ 
to make an expensive road across a point of the Kha-^ ^ 
miesberg, which still bears the honourable name of the 



Gotnpttny^g Road* The gofemtia^t l^v^ teed nd 
limits to their colony, lior tteir subjed» to their a*^arfi*i 
tfce fetter found it still more convenient to isettle them^ 
selves in the midst of the harmless Namaquas, who 
considered them ad the most acceptable neigMbottrs itl 
the world- For a bottle of brandy, which cost ax- 
pence, they willingly exchanged an ox} and eudi ifr 
the infatuation of this people for the noidous liquoi^i 
tiatt they will^ even now^ exchange a sheep for the saind 
quantity of it/^ 

The Namaqnas and colonial Hottentots are evidently 
descended from the same stock ; there is scarcely any 
difference between them in their physical peculiai»itiest 
and they speak a common language. So far as identity 
of language is concerned^ Mr. Schmelen's authority is 
decisive. He has made a translation of the four gos*- 
pels into the Namaqua language, which is to be printed 
at the expend of the British and Foreigti Kfole So* 
ciety; and he gives it as his opinion^ that it will be un* 
derstood by all the different tribes of the Hottentot race 
in South Africa* There is nothing cotmected with flie 
history of a people by which we can, with so much cei^ 
tainty, trace their origin, as by the knowledge of theif 
language ; and, among other minor advants^s whif^ 
will be gained by this new translation, we may isafoly 
calculate upon having much of the obscurity of ti^ 
subject removed. 

The Hottentots have had theii* golden age, as WelF 
a* more dvUlaed nations. Till very lately Uier*wei#^ 
alive^ at the missionary institutioii of Genadendal, somtf 
aged Hottentots, who gave the following account of 
their ancestons :— *Tliey stated, that their predecesscMTS 
were acquainted with the scriptural idea of the Deity ;-** 



GOLDEN MB OF THS HOTTB!m)TS. 908 

tiiat Ibey wordbipped the tnie God^ previous to tiie in- 
troduction of Christianity among them ; — that^ at thai 
period, the standard of morab among the Hottentotft 
was very high**-^alsebood, perjury^ |m)fanation of sacred 
things^ and fornication being almost unknown ; — that 
parentsd discipline was exercised among thekn with A 
steady and efficacious hand; — ^that adultery and dis- 
obedience to parents were sometimes punished with 
death ;*-**that they were in the habit of exercising so 
much care over the morals of youth, that, on festive 
occasions^ venerable matrons were appointed to pre*- 
vent any irregularities that might be apt to arise from 
the hilarity of the season** 

1^ very nature of the traffic established among 
tbem by the cdonists^ and which has been described by 
Barrow, must soon have operated in a powerful man« 
der in deteriorating their diaraoter; and the subset 
qnent treatment they received^ when the new traders 
became their masters^ by taking forcible possession of 
those portions' of their country and cattte which had 
not yet been bartered for ardent spirits and tobacco^ 
and thereby driving them to the deserts for the scanty 
means of subsistence^ must have reduccid them to a 
silll greater degree of mental and moral degradation. 
Holtesty> and a regard to truths are features in the cha^ 
radier of the Hottentots still to be found among them ; 
but many of the virtues in the enumeration which has 
been given, and which they are in the habit of ascrib- 
ing to their ancestors, are Unsupported by tibe testimony 
of history, and do not accord with our ideas of tribes 
in a savage state. 

* See Historical Account 6f the Missions of the United brethren 
for propagittiiig the Gospel among ^e Heathen. 
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"^0 Hif^'wiiltyif wiping* to -add to otit^^n 4-eputalibh 
'by'A>Wsfcre'l3^m>wed.from vm ancestors is cbmraon "io 
ifteiH&ttbntDtei "v^ith all otlier nations, ted'hiis 'gi^h 
vrfs^ ia i^U' countries, to the exaggei^crfioii fetAdfaWfe 
arfAdh'afoottittt 4n their early history. If sudh adcoiintk 
1^ /Bi^'prtve that the Hotteirtots, in th6ir origitid 
state^ were superior in their morals to all other sava^ 
twbep^ With vrhidi we have had means df becoming 
aequaiilted^ tbey show^ at leasts that they paWidj^eifa 
'€Hiri^miii0n^AatciPe; that tihey are n6t destitutes df in- 
f^entliQn ; tisat Ihey are indebted to Chrifetiknity ^more 
edrt^ View$ on theology and morals i and that ttie^ 
beari some i' resemblance to the p^ple who i^M, tne 
^^^s^|i«itabei better tiian the present times. Witibbut 
^atio^pating* in the belief of these febnloos acdoont^, 
aQ4 n^^odit any reference to the fatcts whidi are known 
rvfiq^edting their early history, it must appear obvious 
teevery deader ttiat they could not have suffered fte 
liij^esvifittibted: i;q[)oii them without sustaining great 
loss of comfort and character, * 

irAtteiiti4» ti^f theeduea of children marks thci fle- 
gnwi^fielnliza^n, and^ in many ini^eoiees^ tbe'etteffrikl 
eiF€ttnl5(aii€i$s ^ a people. The poor, evfert in ■ civilized 
eouTfttieisy pay very lk*le regard to the mental arid mdral 
enltuce ^of their oflfepring ; and, by those^ in :^e v^iy 
kt^est) grade idf society, where there is rio reKgioAs 
principte) this impK^rtant daty is wholly n^leeted. lAM 
i^ betete oflte Mdy their only cslre isto supply Ifaept'^i 
'Sentitdrnporalwomts of th^r yotmg, and toproted:' th^mf 
^Hxni^dfimal danger; and with these duties the*r teattf 
for them ceases. The sense df degradation and itretefcti 
edmsA fielt% Ue parents isy by an ea(sy ptiQfces^/<^yis- 
focned i»t|be dkild^ aad/every iother fee^ig is^elbsti^^ft 
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(SP^t.desUtijtiQu and oppressions pacwt&^iitber.beQODae 
^9^Uous,tQ their Qflfepiing, or are in danger .of- spqiUrtjf 
^hpip by indul^og their temper^. T^olatter appeai^to 
^fiVQ hec^n the : case with the NameiqiUis ; AB4;Qti khia 
.principle, w^ may^ perhaps^ ^ acoouttt for the foUowiog 
practi^je;. , 

. They, nqver chastise their children whett.th^ ate 
youn^; and it is a well^authenticated iact t^iat^ w|)en 
tbe parents glow old^ and are unaUe to* ptovidefor 
.tbepselv^g^ they sometimes leave them in dasertipteoes 
tq.pe^sh of hunger^ or to be deyoivred by. wild boasted 
.^hqn questioned as to tte i?eas(Mi whytbej^ftydioKit 
pj^msh, their children for their fenlta^ that whk^>ibQ^ 
a3sigaed was, leist their children, when they gr^ i^ 
should T^veaoge themselves for such ptHM^hmeAto upon 
them* . It is a* singular circmnstancei andidosi^v^ 
ijD^ of a^^ention? that the i^egledt of their dntyy tii>4his 
ip^tapqe, Bbovid be followed by the v^eitil tih^y^song^ 

to avoid. . 1- !.;: > 1m r-^( 

.^ipuf> mi^iw^^ in this country comitieacediiftil906. 
Pf)^ of the* first stations occupied by IhevitimsiitaaRe^ 
^a^ipn the^K^^miesberg^y then on the tior&iwfsinfrgms 
|j€^>,flf; th^: q^ony* ' "Kife missioiaripaw^ref gladly ire^ 
Q^iy^d. by the peopte ; and, in the ceterte'lof ja/ifti9 
jj^^^^^tjbp^ se.V{eral incUvidu^ among tfa^ wbrn^.b^sngfaf 
tpfepibpafj^ ChJristianity•^ The WesJ^ns-Mavdw^ 
fiop^i^ngrmissBoii at this station v^onn^ly aededtiiM 
^Ff^ipfirof .the^ Rev. B. Sha^; thet: soperint^mtenifcrof 
i^ ri^^^m q(i the Wtisleyaa SooM^f ih Sondi Afrim^ 
aft^^whai^aik ]^^e«* ih Bngfamd. ! r . r:t Hi lo'l 

.^(Qw'.^Bissiofiary stations ialGfeaifc aad lAt&A Hamhi^ 
|eSftildf>v^^fe«Ha, SteiBfcQflF) Warni=*baithp AfisfciiiW^ 
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Kmul^ and Bethany; bnt we have not, at present^ 
more than one missionary and a catechist attached to 
two of those stations. 

There is no part of the world in which missionaries 
are more needed than among the Namaquas ; and 
there is no district in Africa in which the elevating 
influence of the gospel has been more strikingly evinced 
in individual cases, than it has been among them and 
the mixed breed called Bastaards in tiiat country. 

On the arrival of one of our missionaries at a Na- 
maqua kraal, he observed a young man, about sixteen 
years of age, dragging his mother through the krtal 
by the hair of her head. The people, who were gazing" 
at the spectacle with the utmost indiflFerence, being 
asked how they could witness such a scene, replied, 
with the greatest coolness, ^^ It is no more than our 
common practice." 

The correction of this evil was one of the first things 
attempted by the missionary. With the concurrence 
of the chief of this station, he introduced a system of 
discipline into the school, which effected such a change, 
in the course of two years, that it was remarked to the 
missionary by the parents, ^^ Our children are quite 
new creatures compared with what they were ; they 
were tigers before you took them under your care, 
and they are now become lambs." 

Among all the savage tribes the women are slaves ; 
and one of the first efifects which attended the labours 
of the missionaries, amcmg a people of this description, 
has been the amelioration of their condition. After ^ 
residence of two years among one of these tribes, when 
Mr. Moffat proposed visiting Cape Town, the females, 
becoming apprehensive that he mig^t never return to 
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t^gou bs^l recourse to the foUowii^ means to detain 
}\ij^ ?imong them : — 

^^ Before you came among us^" said they, ^^ we wene 
in the moat wretched condition. We were treated by 
the men as brutes^ and worse than they treated brutes. 
When we were at home, we had all our houses to build 
aiid keep in repair ; we had every day to go abroad to 
^ek for roots, and honey, and fire-wood. During the 
time w^ were employed in this kind of labour, the men 
vwre gener^^Iy unemployed ; and when we returned at 
if^ghts with what we had collected for their subsistence 
and our own, we dared not sit down in their pr^ence 
without their permission ; and if we had been uosuo- 
ceasful, as was dlen the case, we were generally beaten. 
When they wept to hunt, in addition to our cooking 
utensils and our young children, we were compelled to 
carry what they wanted for their own use, while Ihey 
walked before us, and left us to follow as if we had 
been beasts of burden. When they had killed game 
we had to cook for them, and we were not allowed to 
taste a morsel till they had satisfied themselves ; and, 
when they had eaten, we were obliged to retire from 
their presence to consume the oflFals given to us. Sinqe 
you came among us," said they, ^' our condition haa 
Jbeen much improved. Our men do not treat us in the 
barbarous manner in which we were formerly treated 
by them ; but^ if you leave us, they will return to their 
old habits, and we shall be worse than if you had n^ver 
come among us. On these grounds we have deter- 
mine|(Jf'" they added, ^* that we will lay our bodies 
befofe your waggoi^, and, if you are resolved to leave 
ys, its^ wheels shall go over us." 

^s filth is ai^ inseparable concomitant to indol^ce^ 
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and indolence is a prevailing vice among Vpr^^u^^ff 
attention to cleanliness, among people in that sta^e^ 
may be considered as a certain indication, rf the pre- 
sence, at least, of some degree of civilization. . (jjur 
missionaries have some of the greatest difficultiei^ pn 
this point, and such of them as have been most suc- 
cessful have begun with the children. If the children^, 
by love, reason, the fear of punishment, or a desire tq 
please their master, can be made to pay attention tq 
cleanliness till it becomes a habit, it will become nati^i 
ral and easy to them, and any compulsory measur^§, 
win become unnecessary. One of our missionaries^ 
among the Great Namaquas, began by giving rewards,^ 
and distinguishing with his favour such as appeared atj 
school most clean and decently attired ; but these con- 
siderations were too wedc to overcome their lave of; 
i^dolence^ or to produce any extensive reformation, till^ 
his authority was so well established that he was enabled » 
to introduce other methods. Not seeing tiie success he. 
anticipated from his first attempts, he had recourse tq. 
harsher measures. He began by punishing the mos^ 
guilty, and ended by establishing a universal law, t^aj;, 
every one who came to the school with a dirty carft^, 
and without having bathed in the river, sIhh^ l^j 
obliged to submit to the operation of being w9$hQd; 
by the hands of some of the stoutest of the ^cholaf^f 
T^ie plan jsucceeded: the houses, a^ well as tl^e p^rn, 
sops, of th^ Nftoaaquas from that time began to assiw&i 
a -more cleanly appearance. They were not then,, bovvh*. 
eyer^ arrived at that state of qivilizfttioa whw Hfe.i 
ipwq^rs of a people assume a fixed oba^acter^ Two t 
years' m?y'be sufficient to efiect a great cbange^'jaft-tMu 
respefltfiiPleni^liness, among a savage tribe jlui-ifqUficj 
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iSd s^)ce pie benefits of such a revolution to posterity, 
iiie syst€im must be continued till the parents are dead, 
and.' the children brought up under its influence are 
fbutid supplying their places. 

One of the most judicious and eflBcient method^ 
adopted at our. stations for promoting cleanlinesSi is^ 
the attention paid to the places of worship. This is 
done by the females in rotation, half a dozen of. whom 
are employe4 , in * this work every Saturday morning. 
Tlie seats are aji taken out, scoured with sand, washed 
with soap and water, and dried in the sun, while the 
cobwebs are all brushed from the walls and the windows, 
arid the whole place made as clean as a well-kept par- 
lour. The beneficial influence of this practice is already 
seen ; flie comfort and pleasure arising from such a 
hi^h degree of cleanliness and neatness in their places 
of worship is gradually extending it to their persons and , 
housei^ ; and you find in the interior of the poorest huts, 
ih some <tf ouV settlements, an appearance of tidiness 
\*^fiich surprises you when contrasted with lihe poverty 
of tte exlerfor, andtiie ideas you have been accustomed 
to associate with their former condition. 

'On viiathig some of the huts of the natives, on' iriy 
lat^ jottmey into the interior, it is somewhat remark- 
abfe' thit I was Ibss aflS^cted by thei^ internal condition, [ 
arid (iodld remain longer in them at a time; thati iotnk 
df^theT?her(^lis Hottent<>ts who accompanied mei 1* 
Mte fa^hrd Boezak, ^ Hottentot chi£lf from Theopolis, 
orf^tifch occasions; rehmrk-mw^ filan once, *^ When I 
r^ct upon ray fohner condition, I am aistonislied how 
Tcoilld Vtvt inf ^uch situations; I can seldom rfemain 
n^r^ thafi tM dinutes id thoi^ hdvets before *r become 
siek>'iiaa I am obiiged togoiitto tkeopen ^for relM^^^ 

vou n. ^ 
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Mr. Kitdbmgman laboured some yeate at Stebkoff^ 
previous to his appointment to take the ch£»rge erf 4te 
anisBioiiary stirtion at BethebdOTp. Shortly after jth/e 
arrival of the deputatioa of the London Mis»iomiry 
Society at the Cape of Good Hope^ he came to (Depe 
Town, aocompanied by a number erf the natives -who 
were under his instruction. The object of the gi^aksr 
part of the people who were with him on this joiBiney 
was of a commercial nature. T^ey had ooHecttti toge- 
ther a few skins and ostrich feathers, which Ihey brought 
with them for sale. Their conversation and conduct, 
during the few weeks they were in town, was matter of 
surprise to us, and to every one who had any particular 
intercourse with them. I could perceive no traces of 
savage life about them ; they discovered no surprise at 
the novelty of the scene around ihem ; there was no- 
thing in their remarks below the av^^e standard of 
intellect discemable in our English pea^ntry ; the trades- 
men, with whom they dealt, allowed that they could 
make a bargain as well as any of the colonists oould 
do ; and all the time they were in Gape Town, they dkl 
not spend a single farthing in drinks or purdiase a 
gaiQigle article which was not for use* It was cm this 
occasion that the deputation saw it necessary to send 
Mr* Kitchingman to Bethdsdorp to take th^ i^ai^rof 
that station ; and when the Namaquas foand that their 
beloved missionary was not to return with them, it gave 
rise to one of ike most affecting scenes ! evfer witneslsed. 
il cannot yet recur to it in my recollection^ and weflect 
upon the destitute state in which that country nowr is, 
without experiencing the most pain^Cil sensatiodas^' * 

Use laboun9 of our missionaries among^'thaifptople 
were oertaioly attended wiih the moi^ pleasmg' effecfe ; 
and although I would not reconm^nd to tiaieSocise^to 
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ineiretse its stations in the oountryi In present circuin- 
stiuiiees> it is painful to see those who have been con^ 
verted to Ood wandering abotit without any spiritual 
^ides^ and many of the people^ ^o were, at leasts 
partially civHixed by the labours of the missionaries, 
i^tnniing to a state of barbarism for want of the means 
of insbnctioQ. 

it was^ at one time> a favourite plan in South Africa 
to ereet>miS(^nary stations as &r apart from eadi other 
as possible, ando* tiie idea that the light emanating 
from each of those stations would spread around^ and 
enlighten all the intermediate tracts between them. It 
is a pity to find any &ult with an idea so pleasing to 
the benevolent feelings of the mind ; but we have been 
taught by experienoe that more is to be expected from 
a few efficient missions in a country^ conducted cm a 
liberal and enlightened system^ than from a multitude 
of missionaries labouring apart over a widely-extended 
surface. 

We have lived to correct a popular mistake, that we 
may plant misi^ionaries in a savage country as it has 
been said a man may plant acoms> the traveller having 
only to drop them in the earth as he passes along through 
a country, and then to leave them to the soil and cli- 
mate, wiAout needing to take any further concern about 
thenl; Notwithstanding the length of time we have 
been engi^ed in our attempts to christianize savage 
tribes, we have not yet been able to raise any of them 
to that state in whidti we can i^fely leave them to their 
own resources. 

Betfeany, whidi is the name of Mr. Schmelen s station 
in Great Namaqualand, is about six days* journey in a 
%iiIl6ck-wag^on, or two or three days* on oxbaok, from 
Angra Pequena bay. On a visit Mr. Schmdten lately 

P2 
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made to the bay, he found a tribe of Bflshtti^i^ living 
by it. A correspondence has lately* l)efen 6i{)etfetf bfei 
tween the South-Sea whalers which visit -that bay* and 
the natives ; and Mr. Schmelen'd fkeople iaife ^bab^Jdd^ 
to have an opportunity of trading wilh the sUfpd ^i6h 
may visit ihe coast, that they have bestd^^ cdni^i 
derable labour in endeavouring to make, a roiad^M 
Bethany to the bayJ Previous to the' eirtallHshiBiedtdf 
missionaries in that quarter, there was? no J^wt^^drf tt^ 
coast of Africa more dreaded by sailors ttwii tbte^ipirft 
of the shore which stretches from the irifetalh <tf-fefe 
Orange river to Angra Pequena bay. The itiha!bltd^ 
were considered as little better tbah^ catidb^U;^tb^ 
sailors seldom dared to land amoiigthetn ; qAA, f^fitik 
the accounts our missionaries have reeeil^^ tl^ffe di 
reason' to believe that the crew of a vessel thaft trtip*' 
penied to be stranded^ shortly before their arrival there^ 
fell victims to the savage disposition of the inhlibitsmU^ 
When the former character of this people is eonsid^t«d;y 
and the length of time necessary to do much^tdwand 
the civilization of a people is taken iirfo <ad6ount>-ibe 
i^dst stubborn facts may be appealed te'iftiiBifvMr* of 
pur missions, and as a confutation of' thiec^mhaoii- 
place declamation sometimes indulged inf agkittrt tim». 
Within these three or four years^ i^ome^^^tiieSMrth- 
Sea whalers have ventured to open a; dorre^ndeHoe 
with the people on the cotet; and 6ach '^tf'iheiftras 
were formerly sicquainted with the digpositiohsi t»f -tkb 
people, speatk with surprise of tiie cbabge wfaibh life 
taken place in them. i m. rMiiii 

The following exti*act of a lettei* recdviediipni Sfr 
Jahleel B^enton, K.O.B., Bart., formerly hi^^M^sty* 
naval commissioner for the Cape^ will be res^ ^tliitiiiKli 
in erest : — 
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r^rjt /J have just received a letter from tlae adrairal at 
Sjy IJ^ena : a part of which will, I am sure, be uiter- 
Bfilftng.to yoo. He tells me a whaler had just arrived 
^|6C9ifrom Aiigra Pequena, a bayou the western coaat 
of i Africa, about a week's saO from St* Helena. TTie 
iHa^t^r brought some oxen, which, though small, were of 
Wiv^jx^^Uent description, which he bought for some old 
tmp> barrels of muskets, &c- ; and five sheep for ao 
oW Ipwidkerchief. He heard from the people he found at 
tbii^pjlAce, tiiat they were natives of the interior at a great 
diStappe from the coast; that they would willingly enter 
WjfcQiiftft engagement to visit the bay at stated periods 
foi^ the purpose of supplying live stock, but that it was 
l^^cassary they should move in numbers on account of 
tbofwild beasts. They added that they had frequent 
ofirtmnnication with tiie missionaries of the colony. 
,Tbe^»dmiral has requested I would procure all possible 
infoctn^itLon upon tlie subject^ and has expressed his 
^e9LdbmBB to send vessels there. Now it strikes me, 
illy 'dear sir, that if we can only establish one of your 
missionaries there^ and supply him, by sea, with every 
ttibuQ^viie might want, that a most important advantage 
-nttgbtdesult to the good cause. If yon see it in the 
fimme light, and are enabled to act^ I wiU venture to 
ittsmte 'Voo the assistance of the navy and transport ser- 
'iciceLu The migratory hordes might be induced to 
esaetileiithere^ and an extensive communication esta- 
dilisked in every direction. It does not appear from 
Afe KdiniraVs letter, tliat there are any people in the 
immediate neighbourhood, who are natives of the spot. 
iWiHtcjfOu have the goodness to procure any in forma- 
^idB'i^<h0f$i>^^ your pc^vyer^ ai^d 
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The Ideation of those wandering hdrdee in some fa« 
vonrable situation^ had been viewed for some time befoiB 
as a desideratum^ and when the above communicatitm 
was received from his Majesty^s naval commissioner 
Htke slightest chance of succeeding in this ok^etA 
was a sufficient stimulus to e&ertion. From the ad^ 
vantages the Namaquas had already deriv^ from the 
instructions of the missionaries^ th^ were fidly pieir 
pared for this step, and willing to accompany them to 
any part of the coast, Yfh&re they might find a sitnatm 
uniting the advantages required for the attainmeot of 
so desirable an object. Under the influence of the sen^ 
timents I have stated^ I lost no time in communicating 
with his Majesty's naval commissic^ier on this sul^eet^ 
and Captain Roberts of his Majesty's navy was shortly 
after employed in this service. The plan agraed upon 
with Admiral Lambert in this instance^ was to send a 
vessel to Angra Pequena bay, and Mr. Schmelen> our 
missionary at Bethany^ was to be at the bay waiting its 
arrival. A special messenger was instantly sent off to 
Mr. Sohmelen to communicate to him this infbrmalioii* 
but owing to the difficulties attending the journey, the 
messQiger did not arrive in time^ and the vessd had 
left the bay before Mr. Schmelen reached it. The ad- 
miral and his Majesty's naval commissioner were so 
friendly to the object^ that anoth^ attempt would have 
been made ; but the removal of Sir Jahleei Brenton 
from the Oape^ and that of the fleet from St Heiena, 
after the death €i Buonaparte, deprived us of those 
advantages in pursuing our inquiries^ wbiefa their 
longer continuance might have afforded. 

The character of the mbsionaries who have labouted 
in this fields the privations and hardships they faavekad 
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to endin!8 ia ^ pmseqatioft of tbeir object, ti^t pdel^ 
i^eiohitioB with whidi those privations aad hardi^pp 
wera borne by ihem> and the particular instancos (4 
muxm& whifih have attended their exertions, merit a 
nHieh laiiger share of attention than I can bestow upon 
tbein at present. To have (hlated more on subjects of 
ibjB nature would have been more in accordance with 
nay own feelings than many of the sul^ects I have had 
-io disouss in these volumes ; but in the selectioB of my 
materials^ I have in this and in many other points^ been 
compdled to sacrifice my omi private feelings to pro* 
mote the genial object of the publication. In pur* 
suance of the plan thus forced upon me by oircum- 
dtftBCes^ I must omit any particular notice of our ex* 
eellent mksionaries who have laboured in this quarter^ 
and ccmfine myself to a single instance of their success, 
and of the benefidal effect ci their labours to the 
ocdony* 

In the history of the noted Namaqua chief, Africaner, 
we have a striking illustration of the civilizing effeqts 
of Christian instructioBs^ and of the advantages which 
the colony has dwived from our missions on the bor- 
ders of the Great Orange river. 

Under the Dutch government, and for some time 
after the English took possession of the Cape, it is well 
known, that, from the mouth of the Orange river, to 
the district denominated the New Hantam, including a 
line of boundary nearly six hundred miles in extent, 
tbd whole country was in a state of constant hostility. 
At this period, the colonists and the frontier tribes Uved 
in constant apprehension of each other, and Bfiany of 
the borderers still alive can unfold tales of horror not 
exceeded in atrocity by any thing that has ev5r Ri^t the 
public eye. 



, l^VfK sprry that I cannot onf tiiis s^lgesrt rofop.tp rJlijLw 
•^QPf^pjipn^ ftccopnt of Alnc^er^^and ,th^; J)^?wiqj«iSj 
lyith.t^;SiE^l(\e|4^as^Jre, I have had inre^rr^g.^ spp^ 
piji^irp^trte of his travels. He has idone jupti^e t0(.tj?!f 
reUgiqifis chjirapt^r of the chief, imt bp doiss nojt.a^eio; 
tp. hayeli^e^n^ acq^a^nted with his ppeviuusi hi3tpry: ; . 2«i4 
he falls into a mistake in describing the Namaqi]|f^|^ 
jj^ipb in sheep and cattle, and as pessipg.^ap.e^a^gnd 
^nrpcdested life,j^xeept from occasional Sildniii^J^^j.^tb 
thoiwanderipg Bushmen, till assailed by jUricaaejrjwitbn 
in fifteen ypars of the. period at whio^^he}, wrote hii^, 
t^Vjels*., .. . . • . • • ■ • . -.it 

It appears, from, the pages of Barrow, that »the cqIrj, 
ni^ts had been in the habit of robbing the Nam^uai^ 
for a hundred years before even he visited theuL, ,AJt 
the period Mr. Barrow was among them, (tweuty-fiTA 
years pievious to the period when Mr. Thompson wrote. 
his jouriiiil^) that ti-aveller describes them ashavinf^ 



i, * Th9 folbwiilg is Mr. TKon^soo's aoconnt abov^ iiofenrM to ^-»- 
•^ The \N^a^ua tribes, formerly rich io sheep ai?id, catM^e, pos- 
ing an easy anc| unmolested li^, except from occasional ^kirmishe^ 
With the wandering Bushmen, have of late been assailed by a race 
oFfat tttot^ formidable enemies. About fifteen years a^o, a feaslard 
Hottentot^ named Africaner, collected A band of peopl^ of hikdwti; 
rapei runaway silayes, and other deaper^doei^ ; and h»vlfi§^>by. $^m&! 
means procured fire-arms, commenced a r^gula^^ ^ystjBm of depiie* . 
dation upon the. defenceless Namaquas and Ko^annas, plundering 
th^ti^ 6f gi^eal numbers of their cattle, which he exchanged again ' 
WiHi BOttl^ unprinfcipled colomi^ts for further supplies tf arnis afed • 
afinluilitioni . This coRiin«ed tiH t;h« robber-cl^ef > was converted to> • 
C^stiafpitjj, i^nd to;a de(3B;it an4 sdber caMr&^.f^Jif^i})^ pn^f^ th^i 
missionaries, whpyal^ ihe hazard of ^is life, p^id a yis^ to hi:pi >yitli 
that beneficent view. His conversion was sincere ; and from a 
Itf^kstf bandit, he became the ifriehd and protector rif those' Wtioii''^ 
he dwd>(bmie]fly persecuted/' - ,.;.:. i-;:,. n. 



bSsen lobbed rf^heh- cattle, as deprived of the dhoices); 
piWS'of •th^k' country, as reduced io a state of depen- 
^tehce by^^thfe Ihitch '^asantry who then dwelt among 
tti^in; ^anfd he gives it as his oj^itaion, that a dozen 
dfyears, and probably a shorter period, would see 
^e remains of the Namaquas in a state of entire ser- 
vitude* ' 

^ Africaner was of Hottentot extraction ; but he was bom 
^thin the limits of the colony, and he had a portion of 
thfe blood df the c(rfonists in his veins. With his father 
tcnA sevetal brothers, he lived on the farm of a booi' of 
the name of Pinaar, on the Oliphant's river, and he 
and his bi*others had been employed for many year^ by 
the* boor, in commandoes against the Bui^men and 
Namatpias. On these commandoes they generally sur- 
prised the villages of the natives by night, shot the 
men, and took the women, children, and the cattle. 
When these commandoes were undertaken, the prac- 
tice was for a few of the boors to unite their separate 
strength, and the principal part of the booty waii of 
course divided among themselves, giving a fractional 
share only to the slaves or Hottentots who were in 
their service. Th^e were at that time a few boors in 
that district on the colonial frontier^ who were noted 
forthe cruelties and murders they committed trpon the 
defenceless natives in these marauding and plundering 
expeditions, and among these the name of Pinaar was 
not the le^t in in&my* His charader was^ a compound 
of I avarice^ oraelty, and licentiousness, and he had but 
too mafify opportunities of gratifying his unhallowed 
passions. His conduct towards the Hottentot females 
upon Jiis ferpa, had Ipng been the occa^on of gr^ 
uneasiness to Africaner and his brothers^ and aifiirdusi^ 
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itBiiM dceairod about tha tim6 that tfae Bngiyi took 
possession of the Gape^ which terminatod in the death 
of Piaaar* aad ixced Afrioaaer and his family to fe&m 
from the colony. On expeditions where (diiiider wafl 
H^ object^ Pinaar generally aooompanied &e patty j 
but wfaea they were act engaged in such serious mai^ 
ters^ tibey were often sent from home imder cireumw 
stances which confirmed the suspicions to whii^ aiki- 
sion has already been made, 0& cme of these 6<ica^ 
Sions^ Africaner and bis brothers refused to obey the 
orders of Pinaar. Enraged at this act of disobedience 
to his authority^ he seized his gun and levelled it at one 
of the brotii^s of the chief» but it mbsed fire ; and 
when he was in the act of raising it to his shoulder to 
p^petrate the deed he had before failed to exeoute^ 
Afticaner shot him throu^ the heart. 

Immediately after this fatal occurrence^ Africaner^ 
witii his family and the other Hottentots in the service 
of Pinaar^ fled to great NamaquaJbnd^ where he toc^ 
up his resklence^ and soon made himsdf &mou8 by his 
exploits against the colonists and the surrounding tnbes. 
He carried with him the muskets and ammunition fix^*- 
merly belongmg to Pinaar^ and he soon increased both 
by the success which attended his subsequent attacks 
made upon the boors. 

While this formidable diief was filUng fbe bonders 
of tbe cdony^ to an ext^it of not less than thme bun-' 
drad miles, with the terror dF his name ; aad after he 
had attacked the Warm^Bath, one of jom missioaary 
stations^ and murdered or dispersed the people ; and 
while he was supposed to be meditating the diestniD-* 
tion of all our missionary stations in tiiat quarter^ a 
message sent to him through the medium of oner of 
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o«F iMttsionariefty by Mr« CwipbiU> who ww (faen ift 
Mica^ was tlm mews of arertmg the tkrMtmied evUi 
and of produomg an eptim revdluticm iu \m sentiiiiiati 
moLd feelings. The prisciplea of rdigioa^ tlien imr 
paftod to the Blind of Africaner by Ibis miasiomry , were 
ofterwaTds^ und^ the pastcmd care of the Rev. Mr* 
Bfoffiit, matured into one of the finest fiqpe^^ena of Hm 
Ghristboi oharacter. 

Wbm thb singular man was in Cape Town> in 1819> 
the writer of this article had frequent opportwitiea of 
seeing and cenrer^ng with him. When people nm 
emerging from savage life to a state of ciyilkationh 
tiiey are more under the infloenee of their ftieling^ md 
&ncies» ihan sound judgment ; and Iheir religions s^o^ 
timents are often strcmgly tinotured with their iww&r 
superstitions. But in my intercourse with Africaner^ I 
disoovered nothii^ that could have led me to suppose 
tiiat he had not been ediionted by Christian paraiyts. 
His vievi^ of divine truth were clear^ rational^ and 
experimental^ wiftcHit one dash of enthusiasm; 

His person was about the middle size; his eye and 
Ins countenance were expressive of mildness^ firmneis> 
and intrepidity ; and to easy manners and an addressi 
whidi was rather preposs^eing^ was added a ccHiversa? 
tion chau*acterized widi humility and good sense. 

While in Gape Town^ some notice was taken of him» 
and the colonial government made him a present of 
a very handsome waggon^ which is an article of great 
hnportance^ and of some value, in South Africa. B^ng 
congratulated on this oireumstanoe^ he replied, with 
a deqfi sigh^ that it was a great burden laid upon hhn. 
*^ While these things/' he added, ^^will oKoite the 
envy of my old enemies^ and I have mMy between 



dii'*thfe^ bttrtlfct bf the cjolony wll> be< ibpfcted/Tvto 
l^AfekHeri * 6ik1 ^th^ere i» notiiing 1 naowB^ dresd! 'tiiaii 
%i^ng<'6h6tiig«ed M^^ 1* i. J 

* ' Tty ' tt{)^^iat€l the cficeltence^ of these ireraaate^ rlid 
iffibiiMbe r^fcotleet^^ that at the tkner^feywevejbmde^ 
d^t mbHe^hfM fodr M fivie years had elftps^i(fro»litbe 
^k>d'thatt the man who uttered theu tras^ihet sava^ 
Wder of a Bfiivage horde^ and i;i4io>:to uee^Usr owfli 
#dfd^; Ae*«^inq^r6d into the seduses tf[r tibb^, tioii 
Mtd^^dMT' thought beyond hb feniily^ his wars^^ andMbie| 

^ If id ' nattiF&l boldoees i smd intrepk^^ liie^gteiit mui 
4M''of <mr fpDntier ^ wbieh ^wns open to hb duoursioil^; 
the ease with which he could make a descent uponifae 
<^ol«myv arid^^scape wifli his booty into the titleless 
d^e^ beyond Namacjualand^ rendieved .hii& mi formidH 
iiU^'aind dangerous enmny^ and may seme itoiilktS'*^ 
tlhBcte '^^ vkhie of his friendship. lucmiediately aftei) 
llif^ ^6nva^ion^ to Christianity^ he sent messageajto'the 
cMdh d^'ali ili^' diffefretit it^tie^ wilb whom he haiiiareii 
b^^t Mt, Mentioning the change 'wfaoeltfaa^ tekim 
plifcc*irt^lHS 'S6!rtirt!ent8> expres^ng hi& f«egi*tKfiM!;th€i 
lftodd'*f^'^had^ bfeen <!b^ oiusasii^n d" shfiddMig^fWconte 
m6ftdi)ng'tO''ih««» the doctrines ^ taught by the. miattMkI 
sMesy and^ at the «ame time invitingi then ito oo-qperate 
#i«h^hlM'ki putting an ^d to war> and in ^est&bli^iii^ 
a^-^ertil^peabe; ' * *• ''-'• ..•','"-■;- ■'•.^j initio 
^^^^1 shdl dosenxy aiscoiint of tlnB^i^ ^A 

©tttec* fhrtn ^the'' journd of - ttiy-estfeemedi^diowttmYdb 
lek^ BlrJ<i!ktapbelli^ A^wcftner^3' jouisneyito Ijaittsfcool 

of too interesting a character to be omitted in thisq 



«tety Biflcprffromi CftpeX^n^ oQ-hiiaretwB.i^ JySroijjft 
ccHitttitjrft.. AfiieftOdr «wa^: i^jipos^ /to ja ft^jirere,.,tni^lit9C 
temper^ wUdhiaScvcbdrmi opportam^.^f s^ 
CSirnsfiaiii'spioli A woman^ undef tbfJ kiflAfceno^rcrf 
pvejndioe^ BxtaUd by :hia former (^lM»inkei$r> mee^qg :^n( 
in itbo publiapsrfre^ty f(^wed hm libr aoiVie Mhm^^ ;^ 
Sbimei^ followed King Davids oafiing^^fter hipo wijAi ^s^ 
berimgfatyaf^dfhioaqHogiipon him all. the q(Ws^um4 
bad MWBum ^tdiidi-fihe eould UiiflJc^olL . R^aQbiqg!)tb« 
|ddc^ mhere hk people were siaodifig by (bifl . WJigigioiM 
with a number of persons whom this woman had d^WA 
to^gettser. stiift foHowing hitti'^Us joAly remiMrli^iWieiivqf — 
* This is havd to brar^ bit it ds .{tairt. of rmf 'orpasjiim44 
intist-take<it'ap;^ ' < ..'v "i//') h 

^- ^^AtTidhagh^ AfricaMr took ait s^ootlwiitoiav^iiiKeU^ 
ef his ms^naiy friend^ Mr- MoSat^^wba wa$ J^v^ihi$^ 
imy^ with'the dqpotalidfii, to vi$it the Society's ^timg 
on the i^Lstent coast of (be colony ;, ^er jiiih^ch.^e <wf^ 
to.proceed to Lattai(oo> too^t^in th6tii9Ji#si(G^nW^ 
bad/beeii for^sonte iwie estdiJblished.inithatrlK>^vvnf^, J^'y 
esotiti travelled along the westeiiqi,si(}e i<^,th^ W^Yi 
toitavds i km <>wa c^ntry^ whejee he ,. waived di»^a^jF» 
anfem^ weeks ^ili^^ to thie great joy i^, faai|:/tfi;^^,^ 
hoiiii&;/ 'Thi$ wasitbe rfirstJinie he hadrib^i^p^^^ifJA^ljf 
without a^ missHinaiy^ laincehis ccmven^lpili; torjChri^ 
?wilj)^.L !Now> . flie. nder mid thQj jre^ftuf i'm^r^cf^ 
of his people entirely devolved on himiQ|QH»./>:}I|)9|.,^€|i|ig 
by ^is(i&:a\hmta\hvaa0fy lind 

toodkaet/ asid /gxaoej igmpj^^ Idm^mii^J^yyag 4# 
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^^ H« omitmoed to kbour amcnigst ids peo^ 
n yen. when he believe Mr. Mo&t mint hy ikak tttw 
have taken up his residence at Lattakoo. He tbera* 
fore resoltad to psy him a visits and carry vnih him^ 
hi bis waggoU) what books and furnituw Mr. Moffiit 
had left behind him^ at the kraal. Thb wm a bng 
Journey aoross the continent, and a great port of it 
l^ms over deep sand ; but the seaion encomitged faiiD^ 
being June^ which is the nuddle month in a Soutii 
African winter^ consequently^ the ooolest seascm in th« 
year. He reached Lattakoo in the middle of July^ 
1830, where he received a most hearty welcome from 
the missionary bretfar^a and sisters there^ and he de^ 
iivered^ in good condition^ tiie ftimiture and books 
which he had brought with him. 

^^ This kind service was done from gratitude and pure 
Christian affection towards the missionary. It wa^^ 
indeed, a rare instance of disinterested benevolence^ 
as the journey to and from Lattakoo occupied full three 
months. He made no boast of it^ and looked for no 
recompense. While remaining at Lattakoo^ he con- 
ducted himself with much Christian meekness and pro- 
priety^ €md waited patently till the depatatibn finely 
kit that dty. 

^' He and his people made part of the caravan for up** 
wards of an hundred nnles^ until they readied Boranda' 
I^iace, which is the town nearest to Lattakoo^ in the 
Griqaa country: it chiefly belongs to Berands^ an old 
Gnqua chief. The meeting between Afrkaner aid 
this chief was truly interesting^ having .not seai one 
another for four-and-twenty years^ when^ at the head of 
their tribes^ tli«y had fought for five days on the banks 
of the Great Orange river. Being now both converts 
to the faith of Christ, and having obtained mercy of 
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the hard, mBl tiieir icmner aaimositieg were laid > tdide> 
ikeff sainted each otker as friends, and friends of tha 
gospel of Christ 

. ^^ Hiese cfaiefe^ followed by their people^ walked togei* 
Hmr to tile teat* when aU united in singing a hymn of 
praise ta God, and listening to an address from tfat 
invitation of God to , the ends of the earth, to look to 
Htm^ and to him atone^ for salvaticm. After wkidi the 
two chiefs knelt at the same stool^ before the peaoefol 
4hrone of the Redeemer ; when Berands, the senior chief, 
oifered up a prayer to God. The scene was highly voh 
teresting; they were like lions changed into lambd^ 
their hatred and ferocity having been removed by the 
pow^ ef the Goi^l ; indeed, whai tiie Namaqui 
chief was converted, he sent a message to the Griqua 
chiefs/ confes^g the injuries he had done them in the 
days of his ignorance, and solieiting them at the same 
time to unite with him in promoting universal peace 
^nong the diflferent tribes. 

^* The two chiefs w«re much together till the after*- 
Boon of the next day, when, after taking an affectionate 
feirewell, Africaner, with his Waj^on and people, set 
off to the westwani, in order to cross over to Nama*- 
qualand ^ and the rest of the caravan travelted south, 
in fte direction of Cape Town, from which they were 
(fistant about seven hundred miles. 

^* On reaching home, Africaner again resumed the 
Tfeligious instructions of his people, and remained con-- 
stanfly with them till his final removal to the ever- 
lasting wm^d. How long his last iUness continued 
we a^^ not informed, but when he found his end ap- 
proaching, like Joshua, he caHed all his people around 
him, and gave them directions concerning thenr future 
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cdriAnti.' ^ We are hot/ said he, ^what wtfe onfeet#er§f 
sivages^ but men professing to be tau^Ht ateordii^ig^^ 
to the gospel : let us, then, do accordingly. Uhtt 
peaceably with all men, if possible ; aiwl, if pdydlble» 
consult those who are placed over you, before you en^* 
g^e ici any thing. Remain togbther as you li^?^ 
done since I knew you ; that when the difectoi^ tkiiik 
fit to send you a missionary, you may be ready to re- 
ceive him. Behave to the teacher sent you as one sent 
of God, as I have great hope that Grod will bless you 
in this respect when I am gone to heaven. I feel Uiat 
I love God, and that he hath done much for me, o( 
which I am totally unworthy. My former life is stained 
with blood, but Jesus Christ hath pardoned me, and I 
am g^ing to heaven. O beware of falling into the 
same evils into which I have led you frequently: 
but seek God, and he will be found of you, to direct 
you.' 

^^ Soon after delivering the above address, he died in 
peace, a monument of redeeming mercy and grace. 

^^ From the time of his conversion to God, to the day 
of his death, he always conducted himself in his family 
and among his people, in a manner very honourable 
to his profession of Christianity ; acting the part of 
the Christian parent and Christian master. While his 
people were without a missionary, he continued, with 
much humility, zeal, diligence, and prayer, to supply 
as much as in his power the place of a teacher. On 
the Lord's day, he expounded to them the word of 
God, for which he was well fitted, haying consider^ 
able natural talents, undissembled piety, and much 
experimental acquaintance with his Bible. He had 
considerable mfluence among the different tribes of 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Effects of the Missions in promoting Peace among the Native Tribes 
and Security to the Colonial Frontier.— Testimonies in regard to 
this point by Mr. Melvill, Colonel Eraser, Dr. Lichtenstein, Mr. 
Barrow, &c.— Defence of Theopolis in 1819. — Dangeiis from 
which the Colony has been saved by the Conciliation of the Hot- 
tentots. — Objections against the Stations beyond the Colony, as 
affording a refuge to Deserters and Runaways, &c refuted. — 
Abuses of the Colonists in supplying the Banditti with Ammuni- 
tion not restrained by Government. — ^False allegations of Peter- 
son, the convict, against Africaner's Kraal. 

The beneficial effects which civilized nations or colonies 
may receive from Christian missions to savage tribes in 
their neighbourhood is no longer a doubtful^ or even a 
merely theoretical question. 

A report had got abroad^ at one time, that Christian 
Africaner and his people were about to leave Nama- 
qualand, with the intention of settling in the neighbour- 
hood of Griqua Town. When Mr. Moffat was on his 
journey from Africaner's kraal to Lattakoo, he met with 
a whole tribe of people removing from their former 
place of abode in quest of new settlements. The reason 
assigned by them for changing their situation was, the 
rumour of Africaner's removal. ^^ Africaner/' said they, 
^^ is the bond of peace between all the tribes in this 
part of the world, and, should he leave it, the whole 
country will be filled with robbery and murder." When 
they knew that their apprehension of Africaner's re- 
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moval was without foundation^ they were quite over- 
joyed^ and instantly turned the heads of their cattle^ 
again to take up their abode in the place which they 
had forsaken. 

While the missionaries have been employed in lo- 
cating the savages among whom they labour^ teaching 
them industrious habits^ creating a demand for British 
nmnu&ctures^ and increasing their dependence on the 
colony^ there is not a single instance of a tribe thus 
enjoying the labours of a missionary making war 
against the colonists, either to injure their persons or 
deprive them of their property. 

f Missionary stations are the most efficient agents 
which can be employed to promote the internal strength 
of our colonies, and the cheapest and best military postiS 
that a wise government can employ to defend its fron- 
tier against the predatory incursions of savage tribes *. 
While the Caffers, who command about one hundred 
and fifty miles of our frontier only, have been the 
scourge and terror of the colony of the Cape, those 
who have enjoyed the labours of missionaries are, 
without a single exception, friendly to its security and 
interests. From the period of Africaner's conversion 
to Christianity to the present moment, there has not 
been one drop of colonial blood shed by any of the 
tribes on the Great Orange river, nor one ounce of 
powder and shot directed against the colony f . 

* See page 72 of this volume. The defeat of the Mantatee hordes 
by the Griquas, in 1823, is a strong case in point. 

t The disturbances which have beeti occasioned by the Ber- 
geniiars on the Orange river, and some slight incursions which 
have been lately made by the plundering tribes of Bechuanas to 
recover their stolen cattle, furnish no valid objection to the 
above remarks. Mr. Melvill's appointment at Griqua Town, whW- 

Q2 
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Had the system which was carried on along tiie nortii^ 
em frontier of the colony ^ previous to the introductfon of 
missionaries into that district, continued, I atti war-^ 
ranted in sayings when the extent of the frontier is 
taken into consideration^ that a thousand men would not 
have been more than necessary for its defence ; and^ 
after the preceding statements^ I leave every unpreju^ 
diced reader to say to whom we are- indebted for this 
saving of expense, and for the security which has been 
so long enjoyed by the colonists scattered over that 
country* 

In corroboration of the opinions now advanced on 
this subject, I beg leave to subjoin the following ex- 
tract of an official letter from Mr. Melvill, the gorertH 
ment agent at Griqua Town, addressed to the colonial 
office. — ^Mr. Melvill's testimony in favour of missionary 
labours is, indeed, only the opinion of an individual ; 
bat his opinion was founded upon an intimate acquaint- 
ance with this subject, and it is no small recommenda- 
tion of his sincerity that he must have known that the 
truth which he there stated was one of the most unwet 
come he could have communicated, at the time, to the 

out means to make his authority respected, was protested against 
'when it took place by the agent of the London Missionary Society 
and by all the missionaries in that quarter. But even the divisipn 
which was occasioned by this impolitic measure would not have 
"been attended with much injury, had his advice been afterwards 
taken l^ the colonial government. The evil, however, instead of 
being put down at Mr. Melvill's recommendation, was n^lecAed bjr 
the cqlonial government; while it was greatly increased by those 
within the colony, who, instead of discouraging this bandiUi, etntered 
into a traffic with them, supplying them with guns, with powder and 
shot, and spirits and clothing, in exchange for the booty of^ which 
they plundered the tribes beyond them, . 
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b%h q^marter to if?hich it was addressed, and that he 
€ovid not do any thing more likely to give ofienoe tbaa 
tot defend tihe missions : — 

^^ hi adverting," says he, ^* to the danger to whidi 
the northern frontier is exposed, I must give it as my 
dedded c^inion, that it is missionary influence alone 
that has hitherto preserved peace between the colony 
and the tribes beyond it. In the instance of Griqua 
Town already mentioned, when the Bei^enaars came 
to attack it, the great respect attached to the character 
of a missionary was most apparent. The spirit of war 
«nd revenge that raged against the inhabitants of tihat 
{dace was allayed, and peace established by the pre<^ 
sence of Mr. Sas. 

^^ The peace now existing between the Bechuanas 
and Corannas, round about the Griqua country, (tribes 
that maintsdned a constant warfare in former days,) has 
its origm and continuance in the mission of Griqua 
Town. 

" The Namaqua chief Africaner was a noted mur^ 
derer and plunderer, and was a terror to the colonists ; 
Jbut it is a well-known fact, that, after a missionary 
went to reside with him, he was so changed as to be- 
loome a promoter of peace, not only with the colony, 
but with all ttie surrounding tribes ; and he received 
from the colonial government a most liberal gift of a 
waggon that cost eight hundred rix-dollars, as a testi- 
mony of the governor's good-will towards him, which 
was an act of the best policy for securing the frontier. 
Some instances can be produced, if necessary, in further 
proof of what I have advanced. 

^' I am satisfied, by what has come under my own 
observation, during a residence of two years and a 
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half as f^ovefnment agent at Griqna Towa, that the 
jcmly means of civilizing the savage tribes, and pre* 
serving the peace of the frontier, is to encourage the 
^tnissioni^ beyond the colony. I have no manner of 
doubt but that, if the mission in that country fail, for 
want of a check upon the Bergenaars, the whole of that 
part of the country on the frontier will be infested w^ 
robbers and murderers. The missionaries have alwvys 
allayed the spirit of irritation, and prevented contests 
between the colonists and the savisige tribes ; thar pre- 
sence preventing the former from dealing uitjustly with 
the savages, and the latter from retaliating when ill* 
•treated by the colonists." 

We have stated in the preceding pages of this work, 
and I may here add, that that stat^tient was made on 
the authority of the late Lieutenant-Colonel Frascr, 
whose knowledge in military affairs, and whose long 
residence on the eastern frontier of the colony, rendered 
him a competent judge of the merits of this question, — 
that the institution of Theopolis has, from its establish- 
ment on the frontier of the colony in 1813, proved 
equivalent to a military station ; and we shall be ex- 
xjused if we here add a few remarks on this subject. 
\ The object of our missionary institutions is not to train 
k up soldiers for the army> or to defend our colonies 
f against the attacks of hostile nations ; but, if these in- 
I cidental advantages arise indirectly from the labours of 
; our missionaries, it gives them additional claims upon 
I the humanity and protection of the government under 
I which they labour. How far the labours of our mis- 
: sionaries have contributed to the defence of the eastern 
frontier of the colony of the Cape of Good Hc^e, the 
JfcUowing statements may suffice to illustrate:— 
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''At iWft very time (1799),"' si^s Uohteastein, 
*^ tibera were hovering about the borderer a oumbet 
of vugrant Hottentots^ who^ during tb6 war, had 
gained their living as partisans of either side; one 
while among the Gaffers, plundering the dwellings of 
the colonists, — then assisting the colonists in seizing 
the cattle of the Gaffers. In this way they had, in more 
than one instance, been secretly the occasion of the 
giggle being carried ou with still inpreasing ani* 
mosity. These people were collected together by 
Vanikrkemp/ for the purpose of instructing them in 
the Ghristiw religion *." 

*^ This zealous and intelligent man," says Barrowi 
in refi^ring to Dr. Vanderkemp, ^^ on finding the Gaf- 
fers were not disposed to profit by his histructionsi 
established himself, under Ihe sanction of government^ 
near the Sunday river, in order to try his success with 
the moi^ tractable Hottentots. His village soon be- 
eanfe an asylum for the poor fugitives, who, after their 
skirmishes with the boors, had concealed themsdives 
among the rocks and thickets f.*' 

*^ In many placps," says the same traveller, ^^ be- 
tween the Great Fish river and the Koysna, the 
desolating effects of the war carried on between llie 
Cafiers and the colonists in J 800, 1801, 1802, mi 
1803, are still visible; and, for obvious reasons, the 
x]dQiii$ts suffered more from the Hottentots than from 
the Gaffers. The principal object of the Gaffers, m 
their incursuons into the colony, was plunder ; but to 
this desire, in the Hpttentots, was supei^dded the 
thirst x)f revenge. 

* LichttosWiH voL i„ p. 2?f t Bwow, vol, ii„ f. J3^ . ; 
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- ^^ III the imgiibcmrliood of Hettenberg% Bay, ^^&fil 
fermem were JkiHed defending their propertyf and'tlKJI^ 
iv&ves and daughters were taken prisoners. Thewbimdh 
1tere<abont a week in the possession of tiieir enemi^l 
iThe HottMtots were the only individuals in ihe paii^ 
from whom they suffered any rudeness; and the^Gaf* 
fers^ so hv from joining the Hottentots^ in this brutal 
part of iheir conduct, every night formed a ring round 
the wcwnen, to protect them from the violence of ^^ 
Hottentots.'* ^ -- 

It is further remarked by Barrow, that an enemy 
might at all times create a great deal ofmisdiief by 
putting arms into the hands of the Caffers and Hotten^^ 
tots, who might very easily be encouraged to dh*ivte ^^ 
whole ijolony within the limits of the Cape peninsula; a 
measure by which the garrison and the settlers would 
be reduced to the danger of starving for want of pro^ 
visions* 

The government and the farmers are now so far froni 
having -any thing to apprehend from the Hottentots, 
ibM they have been of the greatest service to the eolony 
in our late wars with the Caffers. In 1818, at the 
commencement of the Caffer war, lieut^iant-Cotonel 
WiHshirej who was then commandant on the CJitfSsr 
frontier, proposed that Mr. Ulbricht, the missionary at 
Theopolis, and the people under his care, should retire 
to Graham's Town. On the intention of Colonel WilV 
shire being made known to Colonel Cuyler, who was* 
much better aequamted with the froirtier than thfe fcoftii- 
mandant, he instantly gave it as his opinion that the 
removal of the Hottentots from Theopolis was a mea? 
sure^wbioh would be followed by the greatest injm^.to 
the cokmyi - * Theopolis, ** said Goloael Ottyier^ • '/^^ is^ 
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IheMi^ to Uitenhdge ; vAd, if the mbflicHiarios and the 
{fottetadots ave nemovedfrom ibat slatioa^ tfae^vdiole of 
tittsi.di^^t (meaabg* the distriot of Uitesbage) would 
be overrun fey ihe Caflfers." Had Major (aftemrards 
Ck)kHid)iFnaLset:.l]eeQ commandtot on this ooeasi6n, as 
ttashia bright, such a proposal would have neverisaoed 
fiom him: ; but Lieirtenant-Golottd WiUshire knew no« 
thing of Cafiera and Hottentots but that they wei^ 
worthless :sii;Yage8> because their coiapleSLion differed 
from his own. . : f 

/.13}e opinion advimced by Cioloael Cuyler in *fiis 
oaB6 wns^ftt fliat time the opinion of the best^informcxi 
jiftilHaity taen on the frontier. Major Frascr beilig* 
allied his sentiments on Cotond Gnylei^s opinJon w^ 
speating the measure under consideration^ instandy 
Mplied, ^^ CSolond Cuyler is perfectly right ; bad ti» 
people of Theopolb been thm removed, the' tfaon«^ 
sands of Gaffers so long occupied by them might hate 
desolated a great part of H^ (Ustrict of Uitenhage^.'!* 

Betbdsdorp is about seventy miles from 13ieq[iolisv 
aodtourteen miles from the principal ixywh of Uitefiliaife^ 

'• *' In addUion 1» tile numerous fiicts adduced, showihg the' im- 
poiitande ^f our mbsiooSft as a cheap deduce to the ooloiibt^ 
i^i^ ^ppy.to ayaj^ myself of the testunonia^ of mUitarj.m^a ;, .b^^; 
it is hiore than we have a right to expect from human nature^ that 
nien in general should give opinions so much at variance with the 
inl(^r^sts of theit particular profession. Had the nrissiomtries beeri ' 
emcoiiDa^a^, , as they skonld have been, by the colonial gcKverimettC^ - 
oii^tfMitt 'Qf the n^Iitary ^rc« employ^ on the. C*a^. fr^litjm- 
wojf^d hay^ been sufhcient for the protectioi^ of ^e colony ; but it 
is not to be supposed that any class of men profiting by the patron- 
^gt iftid* e5cpenditure of a large military establishment, 'would ie 
vtt^ Wdi • ^lea«^ to ^ee the sources of this patrottafe^i* and • ein^^Rii' 
toont deslriigM ^y. ^ dbinfierested Ia}}Oiui»- of tnissionqfaRfl r^ 



3S% BRATBDBFBKCBOPTKOPOfkiaW rSH. 

imd^ imd^ otber dreiimstanoesi migbt faave?diridbefal 
the progress of such incnrmons ; hot at the peiMd 
referred to^ all the active men belonging to this instil 
tution able to bear arms^ ^nd not at service umcmg tiie 
boors^ to the number of seventy, were employed in the 
Caffer wars and in the defence of Graham's Town. 

Theopolis suflFered much from the late Caffer wan j 
it was in a. state of blockade for above two months^ 
and was attacked for three nights successively by above 
three thousand Caffers. The skill and bravery of ih« 
Hottentots^ during these awful nights^ as I heard 
them most emphatically termed by that people^ is 
scarcely exceeded by anything recorded in Ustory; 
Against this immense body^ one himdred and eleven 
guns were all that the settlement could mis^r; bnt the 
people fought for their wives and their children, and 
they did. wonders. The Hottentots were posted in 
half-dozens all round the village^ asnd the firing was 
so well kept up^ that the place appeared as sorroonded 
with a wall of fire. Tb^ darkness of the night, and the 
torrents of rain that T^^re all the time pouring dowit^ 
(for the CafFers chose to attack under the covert of 
nighty when ' it rained, knowing that the Hottentois 
could not take aim under nighty and hoping tbat 
the rain would impede their firings) the savage yells 
of the Caffers when they made their attacks^ the roar 
pf the musketry, and the dreadful gleam of li^t 
arising from the firing, making the surrounding daarkr 
ness more awful, together with the terror o£ the 
women and children, presented a scene, tbat mad6 
the very flesh creep when the peojde described it^ 
with the feelings excited by their recollections* la 
these awful nights, the Gaffi^rs came on with tib^ 
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honid war-cries/ in masses, like ah overwhelmiiig' tide» 
and were as often driven baek^ like the waves that dash 
against the beach and recoil into the deep; White 
these scenes were going on, our worthy missionary was 
asisembled with the women and children, in the place 
of worship, lifting up his heart and his hands to Grod> 
in the use of that weapon best suited to his dispositions 
and profession, and which was so powerful in the hand 
of Moses, when Israel prevailed over Amalek. The 
people of Theo(>olis received at the time great credit 
from the officers of the army, for th^ defence, and 
they certainly deserved it. 

Had the Hottentots now at our institutions been 
hovering about the borders of the colony, in 1819, in 
the condition in which they were in 1800, 1801, 1802, 
and 1803^ when they are described as hordes of plun-* 
dering and murdering savages, and had they joined 
the Gaffers, as formerly, and directed their inroads 
into the colony, instead of bravely exposing them as 
tlwy have done, — I do not mean to aflSrm that we 
should have lost the colony, or that we should not^ 
in tl^ end, have been able to drive them back into 
tbeir own borders, but one thing is certain, the colony 
would have been in a very different situation at this 
moment from what it is. The colonists have lost much» 
and have suffered many inconveniences, from the late 
war; but, had the Hottentots who joined them in re^ 
piling the Cafifers been leagued with their enemies^ 
tibe consequences which mi^t have followed are so 
appalling, that we shrink from the contemplation of them* 

It has been urged, as an objection against our mis* 
i^onary stations beyond the colonial limits, that they 
furnish a r^hgt for runaway slaves, Hottentots, and 
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deserters from the colony* Since much stress has been 
laid upon this objection^ we shall inquire a litfle into 
its merits. Before blame can be attached to the mis^ 
sionB on this ground^ it would be feur to inquire whe- 
ther missionaries actually encourage desertion from the 
colony? — whether it is in their power to comply with 
the wishes of government^ in sending such persons ba<dk 
within the boundary ? — whether the evil has been in* 
creased by the missionary stations ? — and whether it 
would be removed by their abolition ? 

I am happy to say, that there is not a single fact in 
existence^ by which the affirmative of one of these 
questions can be established* In answer to the first, 
it is necessary only to state^ that these ftigitives have 
generally proved very great obstructions to our mis- 
sions^ and the terror of our missionaries^ and that the 
missionaries have always been as glad to get rid of 
such characters as the colonists have been to have 
them restored to their services. 

In reply to the second query, it may be remarked^ 
that if persons coming to an institution were really 
ascertained to have left the colony, it would, evidently, 
be beyond the power of a missionary, without the 
concurrence of the chief and tribe among whom lie 
laboured, to prevent their residence at his stetion. 
While they continue savages, the missionary's influ- 
ence mi©t be extremely limited ; he is frequently j»* 
presented to the savages by deserters irom the colony 
as the spy of government *, and as sent among them 
to bring them into slavery; aiMl a disposition on his 
part to use any other weapon than that of persuaabn, 

* See page 65 of this yolume* 
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frofoldr confinn such injurious suspicions, and endangek* 
bis influence and his life. Besides the difficulties 
already stated, it is obvious that a deserter could not 
be sent from a missionary station to the colony witiibut 
mt escort ; on some occasions, that escort might have 
a journey of three or four weeks ; and how is a mis^ 
s^onary, without authority and without means, to put 
such a plan into execution ? 

In reply to the third query, it may be asked, did liot 
slaves, Hottentots, and soldiers leave the colony, be- 
ftwre there ever were any missionaries in South Africa ? 

Hie little Namaquas, many of the Great Namaquas, 
many of the Corannas, and the Griquas, were once 
within the colony. To destroy the argument brought 
against our stations, from the circumstance of indi- 
viduals sometimes leaving the colony, and seeking a 
residesice at them, it is sufficient for my purpose, to 
show that people left the colony before we had any 
missionaries beyond its limits. Any inquiry into the 
causes in which these emigrations may have originated^ 
does not at present come within my province ; my 
business is with the fact, and in the present argu^- 
ment, with every reasonable man, this fact is con« 
eiiisive. 

Ibe fact is incontrovertible, that Hottentots and 
slaves left the colony in greater numbers before we 
had any missionary stations beyond its^ limits tiian they 
have done since ; and it is no less certain, that were 
the mi^ionary stations abolished to*morrow, the evil, 
mstead of being lessened, would be greatly increiased. 
Notrothstanding the difficulties which the missioriaries 
have to encounter in complying with the wishes of the 
colonial government in this pointy ^aves who have fled 
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from tibe colony have been sdzed by the Griquas, wit 
sent by them to the drostdy of GraaflF-Reinet. This 
dwcumstance refutes the charge brought against the 
Griquas^ that their country is an asylum for such per-* 
sons ; and this fact being generally known^ it has had 
a salutary influence in preventing others from deserting 
from the colony in the hope that they might meet with 
a residence and protection among the Griquas, whilst it 
affords a pledge of the inclination of the Griquas to cul- 
tivate the friendship of the colonists, and their readi^ 
ness, in future^ to comply with the wishes oi the colonial 
government as far as practicable. 

We have been told that the colony is in danger from 
ihe missionaries labouring among the savage tribes 
beyond the limits. Extraordinary as it may appear^ 
it has been gravely asserted^ as a reason for op 
posing the missions, that when the missionaries have at* 
tmned a greater ascendency among the savage tribes 
beyond the borders of the colony, they may get them- 
selves transformed into so many military leaders of 
those tribes, set the colonial government at defiance,, 
and bring war on the colony. Can such an objection 
to miissionaries deserve a serious answei*? Wars and 
fightings^ robberies and murders^ do not spring from 
th6 gospel of peace. Is it natural to suppose that our 
missionaries can ever think of adopting measures that 
would affix an eternal blot to their characters^ cut thera 
off from their friends and their resources^ and expose 
them to all the consequences connected with rebelfion 
and bloodshed / Is there a single circumstance in our 
missions to justify such a supposition ? Point out the 
missionary that has ever so far forgotten his duty to 
himself^ to his God^ and his country? Biit we do not 
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l^jbare : we not cnily dmy that there is any tfamg io 
-attelcb to oor misi^naries the slightest susjncion of such 
mfaroaious designs ; but we can prove from the indu-* 
Intable facts already stated^ that our missionaries have 
0(HK^yiated the tribes on the borders of the cdony, to 
tibe oolonial government, and have been the instruments 
of preserving ttem in peace with the colony. 

The abolition of the missionary stations beyond the 
Mmits of the colony has been recommended ^to govem- 
jaoent under the idea^ that should the missionaries be 
ealled in, the people would accompany them* If 
nothing is said of the policy or justice of such a mea* 
Sttre> we have no hesitation in affirming that it cannot 
be realized, till the colonial government shall adopt a 
more humane system of policy toward the injured 
nativeSk 

Some of the greatest difficulties the missionatries have 
had to encounter in attempting the conversion of 
savages^ have arisen from the suspicions instilled into 
their minds by designing men, that it was the intention 
of the missionaries to bring them into a state of sul> 
jection to the colony ; and any attempts to persuade 
them to comply with such a scheme would, in present 
Circumstances, prove unsuccessful, alienate their minds 
from their teachers, and destroy their confidence in the 
ccdomal government. For an illustration of the truth 
of this sentiment, it is necessary only to advert to the 
history o( the Griqua mission . 

Ware the missionaries removed to-morrow, the 
people would remain where they are, and the only ques* 
tion isj whether it is better they should continue under 
the civilizing influence of Christian instruction, or be 
allowed to relapse into the savage state out of whicl) 
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are nec^asaiy to raise a savage |?ieopI©tW§W rthftr*^ 

sch(?ol^(^ teachers to make them i;?ttrpgi^%4/il^ 
prlve the tribes beyond the colony, pf ,,pi«§^fflPMR8$b 
and you will speedily see your frontiers in the^tov*)^ 
in, which they were twenty yieana agp,,the%^q?fiJ,^Qfj^ 
justice and crime. , ; m. |., u/i.l 

^Vhilst the colonial govermnent was.;pubUsJipfflg[jit| 
proclamation prohibiting all coiprfxs^b^uidtr^l^.beljt^l^ 
the colonists and the natives in ikp interior J.;If^^.fpl;0f 
to say that the mis^onaries and U^e colonl^^l ,^i^i^|at 
G^qua Town met with no encpuragQment.tQ.fup^l»,i^fj 
fprmation against the colonists oqt 1^, ^j«4.^.,j4. 
short time before my jiate visit to Griquft, Xow^i>tWfet: 
l^elvill made a coinplaint ag^nst the colonic ;, m4 Wi 
the reply, he had to this communipi^tion, th?j .grow^pfi 
h|s.9on?plwt was questioned^ and h^ ]l?^f|^s.4?a^eJcl;^j[HW 
to adduce J his proofs. A,^ted by Waj^ei^b^r,.,^^! 
cjbief, he, next day seized a boor eaigs^giediin' th9iil|§gs^l 
trnflpG^ £^nd instaiitly sent information of th§.ffi,(?^,^,t^»^j 
colony, st^tiflgj^ ^t tl^e same time^ the ipcflfttrov^ibjc^i 
nature of the, proofs which he h^d in, hist hpflds^j Wfertfti 
the .missionaries i^aw^tliat their cpi^pl^ij^, *gW9Mi %Sli 
colonists .were seldom productive, of .apy , ]jp^|^e^j«4* ! T^.Vy 
suit?, th^y jhad the mortification to. find pye^ry 99pij^h)^.^ 
urgfedag^nst them and. their ^bourej^frpjjtji i^J|^t^)r^jj 
quarter it might con^e^^ turned, into mat^ei;.pf,gi4sft%TU 
cusaiioft. ^3 an additional illustra^pPj pf j ^^, ^1^7,1 
menL t|ie following fact will suflBce. ... ^^ , | j^..( .^^^ 

Mr. Campbell and I be^n ourJp^^l^y Jiptojtlie^ljj^.^ 
teriOr in 1819, towards the end of Aprili Ttne'^^jj 

p^acfs w^ .visited were, ^^^^^^^p!^^f^hiP^\]^f^ 

it It «*.»v 
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^MA&Utlet a<k3dilip^iiied us as far as Tulbagb, where we 
fi/bpi&^AJbA to pursue our different routes. Itt the montti 
m^Attgmt, ivheu the deputation was at Bethelsdorp^ I 
tt^ived a eommunication from the Colonial Office^ 
eotitldMilfg* the deposition of a person of the name oi 
Fiftersoft, against some of our missionaries, and more 
particulariy against tiie kraal of Africaner. The affi- 
davit of Peterson contained answers to between forty 
ftrtd fifty questions^ which were put to the accuser be- 
fore a c6mmi^ion of the worshipful court of justice, by 
M^. Lind, his Majesty's deputy fiscal. 

In Peterson's affidavit, tiie kraal of Africaner is re- 
presented as possessing seventy muskets, the mission* 
afries are accused of supplying it with powder and shot, 
aild the greater part of the men having muskets are 
i^resented as deserters from the colony. In a letter 
from the Colonial Office, accompanying the copy of the 
ilffldavit transmitted to me, it is stated, that the rob- 
beries atnd' murders committed by this kraal were 
probably effected by the powder and lead which had 
been ftirnished by ihe missionaries. I was informed at 
the same time, that it was not the intention of govem- 
metit to prosecute the offending parties in this case, and 
that it was confidentiy hoped that things would be better 
conducted in future. These, however, were very heavy 
cft^ges to sit quietly under, especially as I did not 
know liut Iflie affidavit might have been sent off by 
that tfme to the Colonial Office in Downing Street ; but 
fortunately for the relief of my own mind, Mr. Moffat, 
who had been nearly two years at the kraal of Afri- 
caiier, W$is Hien at Bethelsdorp along with the depu- 
tflltidh. 

Mr. Moflkt had never seen Peterson, but he had 

Vol. n. K 
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gone to Afirioaner s kraal shortly after Pcsten^on had 
left kt arid he was intuxiatdy aoquajoited with \w char 
racterioid with tiie drounustaacos loS a orimjoatMlg.nf^T 
tiire referred to in the affidavil^ which he w^ pr^mml 
to disprove* In my reply to tlus commuai^f^tioni I 
stalled to the colonial secretary^ that Mr< Mofia^ wi« 
witifi me at the time I reoeived the $^&davit of Peter^ 
wn, that Mr« Moffat was wdl acquainted with thecha? 
racter of this man^ that his Excdleney doea not oppew 
to have been aware that Peterson was &rm^i^y m in? 
habitant of Robbm Island, (the Botany Bay of ^ 
Gape ;) that he was obliged^ on account of his crimes;^ 
to leave the colony ; that there is soarcdy an individgal 
apDdong the tribes whom he defames> who would attach 
any importanee either to his word or to his oath ;. and 
that if his Excellency wished for further information 
respecting him, Mr. Moffat would be ready to gratify his 
Excellency on that pointy on his arrival in Cape Town. 

In reply to this letter, I received a communication, 
dated Aug. 19^ 1819- The colonial secretary writes^— 
^* His Lordship is perfectly aware of Peterson s cha- 
racter; but, although that may be as bad as it is 
represented, it will not disprove assertions whidi are 
corroborated by much additional evidence.'* 

It might be owing to my mexperience at that period, 
but I certainly was very much astonished that his Liord^ 
ship, knowing the character of Peterson, should have 
received from him an affidavit containing such grave 
charges against the missionaries and the people of this 
kraal. A man's character may not disprove his asser- 
tions ; but his character may be so bad as to make it 
improper to receive from him any legal affidavit, and 
this was evidently the case in the present instance. 
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On onr arrival in Cape Town^ we found Ae colonial 
government heartily ashamed of the use they bad made 
of Peterson. I offered to jMroduce two witaesses^ Mr. 
Moffat and Mr. Ebner^ to disprove his statement ; but 
this evidence was not any longer required. The accuser 
of our missions had emitted his affidavit a few days only^ 
when he was apprehended in the streets of Cape Town, 
robbing a stall ; and he was^ by this time^ again among 
the felons in Robben Island. 

After the reception Africaner had met with from the 
colonial government only a few months before, and the 
accurate information it possessed of the conduct of Afri- 
caner, from the time of his ccmversion to Christianity 
down to that period, the whole of this proceeding ap- 
peared to. me^ at the time, perfediy unaccouiriable. 
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l^r. Buxtpo's Motion in Parliament, in 1824, calling for Infoi^ma- 
tion respecting^ the Condition of the Coloured Population at 
the Cape. — Unsatisfactory Character of the Documents produced. 
— Remarks of the Commissioners of Inquiry.— BxaminatJon of' 

^ the Parliamentary " Return."— Grants of Land tix Hottentoti^ 

* -— Iiord Charfes Somerset's Statement.— Mr. Geoi*geThcliMpsotft^ 

fitalemeni. — Case of the Hottentot Zwarts.^-Actual Stale dfi 

the Abori^ne^ in regard to holding Land. '^ t 

The* resoltttions which passed through the House oC 
Commons by aoelamation, on the motion of Mr. Wil-^ 
berfbrce^ in June 1802, in reference to the colony of 
the Cipe of Good Hope^ and tlie appointment (rf his 
Majesty's Commissioners of Inquiry to visit that cD- 
l6iF|r/ having origihated in the complaints sent to Eog-* 
Und rieiative to the oppressed state of the natives €f 
South Afiioa^ it was to be expected that those Commist* 
^fOmtSy on their anival at the place whidi was to h^lhis 
sphere of their labours, should pay an early attenrtion* 
to that part of th^ instruotioits which was to dinieet 
their inlqniries on tius subject. Shortly aftw their avr 
rival, 'in the first interview I had ^i^ith thetaa in their> 
official c^paciiy, I had the honour to lay l»efiwe themt 
most of the information relating to the Hotteitt^rcuid 
Buehman contained in ^ precedieg p^urts loff tiMse 
\K)}i|daeSy and several doowaents? which Mill berfoimd lib 
the Afyp^ftduc. •• m.'i,* — ; 

' Ofi>th]Q OQCQsiotai: I puttink) tiieir- hcpxda lhehfiH:)ibjI> 
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had collected respecting the commandoes carried on 
against the Bushmen; the statement I have givea 
relative to the recal of the missionaries from the Bush^ 
man country; the proclamations of 1809 and 18I2> 
with my strictures dn them, now printed in the first 
volume of this work ; remarks on the opgaaf, or taxes 
op the natives, which follow the strictures on the pro- 
cl^s^tipn of 1812 ; together with several othef papers 
rel^Ltii^g to the sanae Srubject, which it is unnecessary io 
spepify isLi this list- The Bethelsdorp correspondence^ 
£md s^vetal other papers relating to the sufferingf^ of 
the missionaries and the peopte at our miasiom^ry, iitsli* 
tutions, were hroughl under their notice at the sametime. 
In November, 1823, they made their tour into the 
interior^ when fliey visits the missionary stations of 
Gideon institution (formerly Zuurbrak)^ Paoa}tsdoq>»j 
and Bethelsdorp^ The state of our noisisifoiiary scittik)^^ 
mehis ; the numerous complaints I had laid before thd 
cdionial government^ in reference to the oppression 3uf#' 
fe^ at these ^skaitions ; the nature of the doomntots T 
had put mto Oieir own bsuids ; and the appeal which L 
bad j^eeiy compiled to make, which led to tiie mAtimr 
of 'Mn Wilbeiforce, rendered it necessary 4ba4 Lshtniidr 
meel tiiem ^ at the missionary institHtidns, and be pre^ 
st^ wbSe their investigations continued. Haii^ing. 
gfounded my proofs of the assertions I had made moie' 
dtt'the baAd-wtiting of the aocased parties than on oral' 
tBi^manjy my witnesses ooidd n<!^ be ktimidated ot 
dowupted; •■■■*{ -^^. '"' ^. '■ ■ " •..'■- -•'■ .{ 

-^Inmiediately! aftw this^investigatioii was^overy Istateill 
il^iitc^dt loi Mri Buxton; and^ on :the 18ti^ c^ Aprii^ 
1824, that gentieman made a motion in tfaet Hqip^ 00 
(tioriunbuisifei^icK^ies^and extractsiof ailicoyrespottctebce 
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relative to the condition of the Hottcmtots^ fte. &<% 4i 
the Cape of Good Hope during the last five years. 

On the 28d March, 1897, Mr. Wilmot Horton, Uu- 
der Secretary of State for the Oolonial Departmettt, 
laid on th^ table of the House of Commons a do^ment 
purporting' to be a ^ Return to art Address of thd Ho- 
nourable House, dated 13th April, 1894." This docu- 
hieut was ordered to be printed, — and, such as it is, it 
is alt the return that has been obtained in pursuance of 
Mr. Buxton's motion. 

It cannot escape observation, as a remarkable feature 
in tiie document under consideration, purporting to be 
a return to an address of the Honourable House, tbat 
the Commissioners are entirely passed by, and the par- 
liament and tiie British public are presented with an 
exparte statement from Lord Charles Somerset and tbe 
other parties implicated. 

It is impossible to conceive of any thing more meagre 
and unsatisfectory, eVen in the shape of an oflScial docu- 
ment, than these *^ Extracts of all oofjwpandence" rela- 
tive to the condition and treatment of all slaves, Hot- 
tentots, and Bushmen at the Cape of Good Hope. On 
this subject we have here presented to us the [H*oclama^ 
tion of Lord Caledon in 1809 ; the amount of the 
Hottentot population according to tiie census of 1821 ; 
and an explanation from Lord Charles Somerset, ao- 
bounting for the circumstance that so few of this people 
beld land. In a document purpwting to contain a 
statement relative to the condition and treatment of the 
Hottentots, we might, at least, have expected all ihe 
different proclamations of the colonial government 
affecting tiiat class of people; but I find a very hn- 
portant prodamation, relative to the power rf the local 
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Ibnctionaries orer the eUldren of the Hottentoii, hw^ 
for some reasoQi been omitted. It is difBciilt to cou« 
eelve how even Mr. Wilmot Horton will be able to 
(fefeod the mode of proceeding adopted in this case* 
it cannot be pleaded as an apology^ tiiat it was no pvt 
of the instructions given to his Majesty's Commissioners 
to inquire into the state of the natives of South Africa ; 
or that they had not time, previous to the printing of 
this ^* Return," to make up their report upcm the 
subject ; or that they did not, on their arrived in the 
feolony, view the concerns of the Hottentots as deserving 
6f their notice. In the reports of the Commissioners of 
Inquiry upon the adminii^ation of the government of 
the Cape of Good Hope, and upon the finances of the 
the colony, printed in May, 1837, are several important 
statemente. Having mentioned the difficulties they had 
to encounter in their attempts to elicit information from 
the colonists, or the functionaries of the colonial go- 
vernment, they make the following remarics : — 

** In making inquiries into the condition of these 
dasses, we derived much assistance from the observa- 
tions and statements submitted to us by the agent of 
the London Missionary Society ; but we found it neces- 
sary, at the same time, to subject ihem to a strict and 
tedious investigation ; and in this, as in all other in- 
stances of complaint, to keep as distinct as possible the 
positive effects of individual misconduct, and those 
which were attributable to any prevailing system, 
which it may be necessary to correct or supersede. 

^* Neariythe whole of the time that we passed at 
Uitenhage, and some other places which we visited in 
!the course of our cifcuit through the colony, was devoted 
to these subjects ; after having arrived at th^ oonyici- 
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e8tW[<9l^<iitf tlMie<^d^es of tte lM><^urwgf|K)p|]iftfe% 
«j]iM§ii$^^ ; 9i iiave^y Hottentots, ftnd ^m . #^wipfl^ 
WtfW Jsttl^oti ,wa» tut (rflft^vpfttiept :4^xwpw^tWP:i^ 
$\#pfe,!QaaeB te bad bwn brought.. tputbeaWDJ^^ttiiw 
IQii^titate$> and hs^ not beep jfedre^ed>," » j^ [j ^ni I 
f, !35#ffe/?«e jproeaed. to ©wJteiOnue TOTawVsiigeftittw 
^^paaet%i<5p^t««ed in ttie printpdi^tim^itiMayjfeg 
proper, in this place, to a^^eiittpthet^ft^wing^fetfjts^nit 
UtQmafih^ olg^Qts of the appoifitm^ntof t(be Qom- 
la^iofi^iw^, to obtain. infpiTOfttiow PH ^ SI»lo^»«f 
M^ S»iiitonfi» mptiw.; awl yet w© see ihe iQofetowl 
{>eplfcr;toeni^at(hom6 <^lhiig for infoi^mailioii fironvLo^ 
Chart* Sojnm^t OB the .diflG^etit ppinta inolod^d # 
^g motion, while the Cowniissianw&ivere ij». th«^,aa- 
lony* Mnd,^ perhaps, tyro yeima after thw topr i#Pithe 
4iiA^ifcrwiyvbQpi jtfea wlytBct of the coloured popijjyion 
(fcanite lender itheircon^deration- • We have aim iscjes^ 
:^ft0in>jtl^j»epartsirf the Coin«wb5$ion«^,( that rtiWp was 
j^netrfi jieftwtl^]aJ^€^ tb(9lrf^t<A$oti$MO 

^.tl^ jp^tpe^pf Good Hope; that U ooc^i©diPwh^4f 
.th^^iMmedjftfiBg tbete tottr inU> the intericy inJi^j; 
:i3tod;it,appeai5s> ifcoip'tlieidate of. their , Report on [this 
.8iibi^> Jtbat tli^re w«? j^flScient Mm?© forii to^haye fee»i 
in the Colonial Office in Downing .Streek .befo*ei the 
lR«to%;t9 Mr^ Buxton's naotioh, tvragj ^tedfJ^It 
rtwnsi natural; jt«f;s»J5)0ae, that; I^^ 
.5^qaW,ianawer 4he^ ;iiM|iuri^ 

r ♦ "^his Return yiras ordered to, be print^ on March 23, IS^T, 
'and die Reports of tne Commissioners of' thquiiy are dated' 'feth 
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ddiii{^bMi^t«ltiii'Wstt ^ use ttf fiie&dtig <but Ckm^ 
]»ii^(mi^ ito^ ittqwm^ kito complanlte kid bef6«e Htd^ 
cblobial AepktimietA at home agcdnst: the (;eloii(al' gq^ 
Y^tiktabnl^ it tJie Cape^ if the report of the Goflmiis-' 
siOfi^mwaB'^tOibe passed bj, and the OoveniorV^ own 
^feiiceto be reoeivedy without beings subjected to the 
t*«4i8lrkd €fAe Commissioners, or even to a ttngte check? 
. The first part ttf the papers now ondier consideratioil 
r^titig^to 4he -eondilion ^snA tmatineat of slaved ^t' the 
Okp0^^GoaSt^fi6pe^ not coming within the scope' of 
this *o#lC requires no remarks. : ^ 

(Mthb second part^rdaling to the condition slnd 
treatioe^ ^ Hottebtots, the nsiure of the netarM 
W^det(^ Earl Bathursf s ofiee^ and the Hlustmt^bnsi^f 
Ihis^i ml^^ ^fv^im in^ 4}ie first volume of this wotie, oa 
Ihe proclamations (^ the Earl of Oalecbn and Lord 
flowdten, together with remarks on the opgaaf case^ 
^tid'tlie oppressions of tiie people at the missionary 
«tatk>ii9j siq^ersede the necessity of entering modi iM6 
^detail on this subject in ihis place* In regard to 
-*he rdtaAi of ^^ aJl correspondence relaiting 'to the 
'43oUiMon and treatment of the Hottentots/* it isy pei> 
^hapsj-enbu^h to sliy/ihat we have nothibg en this suIh 
r^ei^/encept ih& proclamation of the Earl of Caledqii, 
-of 1809y and'a single Iine> in a letter addressed td <^ 
tooc^ of justice; respecting Earl Bathurst's regulations^ 
ih rfelaiioh to daves* ' 

'I The^ ihird part of this Return/ i^lales to grants of 
^itcte made to Hottentots and Bushmen. Although 
"^^ibshdbeio^ lU-e i»cl«ded in tile^ Returns, 1 do^ not per- 
ceive any accounts of lands having been granted to 
V^t^eitj/ In the Return. I observe a few acres of Jand 
have Deen granted to six Hottentots, j It vyi^^^flpyw 
our intention to deny that a few individuals may have 
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had some fevour in this way ; but we assert, that the 
Hottentots ai'e incapacitated from holding lands ; that 
the colonial government has hitherto been opposed to 
their holding lands, as a people ; and we have already 
proved that no attention has been shown to the tenures 
by which they have held the lands they have cultivated. 
In the table which is subjoined, we have the names 
6f the following individuals who are represented as 
holding lands in their own right. 

^^ Grants of land at the Cape of Good Hope, made to Hottentots 
a,nd Bosjesmen, during the last seven years. ' 



TAitAti, 



Dateof^QranW 



Ol««tM. 



ExUatotLaU. 



Stellenbosch 

DUt6 

Ditto 

DiiUk 
Worcetfttr 



p^t. 15, 18J7, 
July 1, 1827 
Oct, 27, 1817 
Oct. !^7, 1817 
Feb. 4, 1819 
Sept. 34, 1821 



Jaoqiet Dafi<lsoii 

(Hottentot) 

Saartje (Bastard 
HatteDtot) 

Moses Balie (Bas^^ 
Urd Hottentot) 

Oarcl F'ortnin (Bas- 
tald-Hottfikitot) 

Cwel (Hottentot) 

Abraham Zwaris 
(Hottentot) 



9 qnjfgVBs ♦, 67 road% 

perpetual quit-rent. 

2 morg., ditto. 

24 mor^qi 136 nxii^, 

ditto. 

1t9 morg., 410 roods, 
' 4iUo. 

12 morg.A. dittOt 
ditto. 



" It is to be observed, that it is the practice of Hottentots, when 
ihey are not in service, to repair to one of the Moravian or other 
reKgfiotts institntioBS. The applications for knd, therefore, by this 
class, are very rare. 

(Signed) ^* Chaeusi^ Hknuy Soi^pas^T," 
" Cape of Good Hope, Oct, 16, 1824." 

* A morgen is equal to two Bngrlish aeres. AocorAngto this 
pflieial table, therefore, the whole extent of l^d held by the Hottentot 
race, upon legal rights, scarcely extends to two hundred acres, The 
usual extent of a boor's farm is six thousand acres. During the last 
seven years. Lord C. Somerset has granted many hundred thousand 
itores to ike latter dats of people. > 
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On the preceding table^ and on the purpose for 
which it is brought forward, it will be necessary to 
make a few remarks. A right to hold land supposes 
the possessor to have a security, which is guaranteed 
to him by the laws of the colony, which may enable him 
to dispose of his property by sale, or transmit it to his 
children, and which cannot be vacated but by his own 
voluntary consent, or by the commission of crimes, to 
which forfeiture is annexed. The Hottentots were the 
first occupants of the lands of the colony, and, till 
lately, a few individuals of that nation were to be 
found cultivating small spots, and they might have the 
' promise of the local authorities, that they should be 
permitted to enjoy their possessions ; but the details we 
have to give will suffice to show that the tenure by 
which even these favoured individuals have held their 
littte possessions has been during the pleasure, merely, 
of the local authorities of the districts in which they 
might be residing. The remark of Lord Charles 
Somerset, that the small extent of the land held by the 
Hottentots is to be ascribed to the want of application 
on their part, for further grants, is at variance with 
the history of the colony, and with facts. 

Mr. Thompson travelled in the colony so late as 
1823 and 1824, and his political sentiments and rela- 
tions, and the additional circumstance, that his book 
lias been dedicated, by permission, to Earl Bathurst, 
entitle his testimony to the confidence of those who 
might be disposed to question any authority, which 
could be supposed to have a greater leaning to the 
Sidte of the oppressed aborigines, than to that of the 
colonial government. Yet we find in his work the fol- 
lowing statements relative to this point ;— 
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' "^^ M \i(M' 6r two more bi^aght us ttttk/ti^' iome' 
sebohdirjr hills, which run to the Kamfesberg, aild 
among tfiese bills we reached, in the cour* if the 
eVfeMbg/ a plaice called Riet Fonte^n, occupidd by a 
GHqiiii, namied ^ Dii*k Boukes/ The occupant df this 
p[lac6 seemed more like a substantial boor than a de- 
eded Hottentot. He had large flocks and he^ds^ 
and Iritd cultivated a considerable quantity of lands, 
ahd his establishment. altogether was on a very resi)edt- 
able footing, excepting his dwellinjg, whith wa6 only 
a'tetapbraryhut, in the style of the Namaquas. The 
fittiet' of our host occupies another plaice in the Kia- 
mi^sterg*, and he has seven or eight brothers, all of 
\<^6lm, likewise, possess property. This Griqtra faniify 
niiiy, therefot*e, be considered as in circumstances nradh] 
sirperibt to the generality of their caste. It is a great 
hardship, in regard to this class of people, that they * 
hate hitherto been systematically prevented from dc- ' 
qtHiiiig Iknded property in the colony. In consequence ' 
of thi^, they are generally driven entirely beyond th^ 
bcwridiEiry^ alhd tempted to become outlaws anduob-' 
bei^T forif any of them occupy and improve a vstcsaii;^ 
spdr within the limit, they are always* liable to bfe* 
mgpossessed^ by some boor obtaining a grant ik^'ik' 
fr^tn'^the ^ernment^ who thus reaps the fruit <rf*W^ 
theittmprotements arid Industry.^' -..;- 

The system described by Sparrman* has been c6li^M 
tihued froAi 17*75, the period in which that resj)eciable 
tfatVelfer visitted the colony of theC^pe of Good Hope^i 
dbWii to th^ pi^esent day; and it is absurd to stffiiW^ 
tW' the government Vte disposed to* grant' lands **toJ 

<y' :i..i-i :■• -':.:.;. V . .■ >',,,■-,['._... m- ].■!{ civ>-{\ 
^^^^e^arhnak V6l,LVp/241 ; see/^s^, tW^ work, Vo!: ilj ^.W:^'-' 
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^. 



tl^^f^ott^tots^ whUe.U contiaoed to sapptkm.theidaily 
eppf^paclimfiiits of the oolonists^ wljiidi 13 hei!etb§.£round . 
of conftplaiat 

, Tl^e^libtory of Abraham ZwartSj one of the Hotiieu- , 
tqt? jmeptipi^d ia th? preceding table as having reo<?i vftd j 
a grant of l£Mid from the govemmentji may be adduced. 
as ^n illustration'of the little attention paid by Ihe local' 
ai);^ontiQj^ erf the colony to the rights of the abofigines/. 
Mr^.Tbompspn gives ibe following account of hi^ visi^,. 
t^fthp place of this Hottentot:-^ . 

. /^Having heard of floi industrious Hottentot^ wbo,^ 
pqsspssed a small location in this vic^lfey^.I pfev^led^ 
otv Mi". Berg^ to accompany roe thith^. We reacW it^ ^ 
aiPbai; an arduous ascent into the Qedar Mountains^ in a^, 
nook of which it is situated* The proprietor (4braham<f 
Zwarts) showed us his wfac^e premises with pride and, 
pleasure^ His farm consists of about fifty-four acres, ; 
three of which are sown with wheat. Besides ibis,. he 
rais^ annually about one hundred pounds of tobacco,, 
a^wlr has upwards of two hundred fruit-trees in hearings , 
the produce of which he dries and seUs ajt the drostdy^^; 
Hgb^ live-stpqk amounted tp sixteen head of cattle^ ^ 
twenty: g<?>atsf> and forty sheep. His feunilyconsis^edv 
of a )tittle colony of more than tweaaty-four children aii^t 
gpfsm^children^ all of whom, §o far as their years adijtfit^^:} 
assist in the cultivation of the Utile &rm, ao4-^6i^n; 
pprted^an^ hotbed by its produce. , . f 

f^-Thi^ is, perhaps^ the only instance of a Hottentot ^ 
haying pfetaiied a grant of land in the polony jai^dj 
tb^rfiircumi?taiac?S aref qwrious and worthy. lofjbqiag^ 
CQm^1tepciorated« tp : eviftoe what ii%bt be iwtiq^pa^; 
from Hottentot industry, if that long-oppressed race re- 
ceiv#(| <jbe,9nQ0^rageme^^ to otert tlj^nspj^^pf^ J^\^^ 
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faa4 heetk permitted by the deputy landdrost Bergb^ to 
occupy this wild place (or rather to oontimie to occupy 
it^) which no boor then considered worth the asking for> 
and he had made considerable in^roTement upon it^ 
#hen, upon the arrival of the (British) settlerSi he waa 
warned to evacuate it^ in order that it might be added 
to their location ; and he would have Jbeen then unce- 
remoniously dispossessed^ except for the laudable ha* 
manity of Mr. Parker and Captain Synnot^ who repre* 
sented the hardship of the case to the cdonial govern** 
m^nt^ and obtained for the poor man a full grant of 
the place on perpetual quit reiM^ The respectable ap« 
pearance of Zwarts and his family, and the evidences 
of their industry everywhere apparent^ prove how well 
the favour of government h^^s been in this instance be- 
stowed, and leads us to regret the more, that it should 
be a singular and solitaty instance of such favour shown 
to the Aborigines of the country. How can industry ot 
improvement be expected from a class -of people long 
degraded into bondmen, and systematically prevented 
from emerging from that condition ?" 

To the account given by Mr- Bergfa to Mr# Thomp- 
son, I beg leave to add the correspondence of Mr. 
Parker in relation to the attempt made to dq)rive 
Zwarts of Varkens Fonteyn (as the spot is named,) a 
circumstance adverted to by Mr« Thompson in his ac« 
count. 

^^ To THE Rev. Dr. Phiup. 
^* Dear Sir^ Cop^ Town, I7ih August, 1822. 

^^ Deeply interested as you naust be in promoting 
Christianity among the heathen, you will join with me. 
in regretting, that the local authorities should^ in some 
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instancasj have acted on principles diametrically oppo- 
site to Christianity ; and I believe you will alsQ fully 
agree with me how ineffectual must be the exerticms of 
zealous Christians^ when some »who actually acknowr 
ledge themselves to be of that body, disgrace the first 
injunction, * to do as you would be done by/ The 
colonial government attempted to locate my large party 
of settlers in the district of Clanwilliam^ in which there 
were several Hottentot families scattered between the 
almost inaccessible kloofs of the mountains. Imme- 
diately after my arrival, I received the following letter 
from Mr. O. M. Bergh, the landdrost : — 

' Letter from Mr. O. M. Bergh to Mr. Parker.* 

Clan William^ 22d June^ isio. 

'Sir, 

^ In answer to your letter of this morning, I 
am to inform you, that it is the intention of his Excel- 
lency^, the acting governor, to locate your party on the 
Kleine Valley^ with as much land as will be sufficient^ 
to the amount of the quantity of acres allotted to you. 
The Kleine Valley having been suneyed^ it proved 
not to be large enough^ containing aitogether^ mth a 
small spot niimed Varkens Fonteyn, but 3,200 acres, 
of which you will be at liberty to take possession wheu* 
ever it will be convenient to you. 

^ I shall request Mr, Tullatun^ the land-Bun^eyor, 
to-morrow to point out to you the boundaries of the 
said land^ and I trust it would be desirable for you to 
content yourself for the present until his Excellency the 
acting governor shall have arrived. 

* I have the honour to be, 

^ Your most obedient servant^ 

(SignedJ ' O. M. BeRGH.' 



''Reply to O. M. Bergb. Eaq., Ikepitt^ LiiiUratt dT 

Claa WiBiam. ' .1 4w - 

^Kteine Valley, \d July, UmJ ' ' 

^s«, •. ^ • ..-^** 

• Piirsiiaiit to your letter of thbSScf'liltlmoji'* 
went this day accompanied by Mr. Tullltun, tlie liiiA-^'* 
sui*veyor, to view Varkens Fonteyn. Although' therfe*'! 
is no road to it^ I do not object to the land, as Ifar a^'* 
its extent goes ; but there is a circurastahce attendiiig ' j 
it which induces me to pause before I take pdsi^essioS 
of it| namely, that it is already occupied by ati indu's- *^ 
trious Hottentot family of the name of ZwMis. Befofre -' ' 
I lefik Europe to settle in South Africa, it never was 
my intention to be the cause of distressing the peace- 
able inhabitants of the soil who were in possessioa 
theredf^ ' 

^Zwarts's industry and superior deanline^ struck '^ 
me to be such as to give him strong claims to thfe ccM-' * 
sideratidrt of govemmeiit. I came out here determined ' '' 
not to be the instrument of unhappinesi^ to any itidi- ^ 
vidvral, and I should ill discharge my duty as a ihaii -^ 
and a CSn-istian, werie I to accept of Varkens Fonteyn, ' ' 
to tiie itftn of a poor Hottentot family. ' ' ' ^ 

* When his Excellency arrives^ he will, I aih cbh- ^^ 
vinced, acttn a manner consistent with justfce anrf'*'' 
humanity. " 

• Sir Rufene Donkin will, I hope, permit Zwartsid' '^ 
enjoy the fruits of his exertions, and continue Mm at ' 
Varkens Fonteyn, as an example to his brethren for ' 
their ftttore encoun^ement and improvement. ^ 

* I have the honour to be. Sir, . . ^ . 

^ Your most obedient servant, 

(SfgnedJ *W. PaRKB*.^ ^ 
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'*'f*taflWawl 4t*g»|rfsf w«re*n«ute *by some Murray; fcee 
settlers to procure this secluded spot, wMch' tras' 
broi)g|)^ i^if) ^^igh.s^atp of cultivation by Zwarts's in* 
dustry, but I never would consent to his being depriired * 
o^ it,\^^^^ 6dlr:f^mn^:&tio^^ , I . kave sulNAftted this 
stq^^^ent to ypiii.tVat it: npiay aftpmr as gne oomritadog. 
pr9ofi,of tbeuia)tentiqn, on thiei,p»rt ef official xoiopifAo 
the lights of, hum?jaity.;iHnd how.inwisljthe diflibwttyihe-' 
iacr^ii^ed.^o.tlie.e^mplafyjQtiisai^ in 4ifiim9g*a.; 
k^9^1el4ge .aijql ai lovQ. of tfee, gpep^l^.wbmiitg .firs* ;. 
ina^f^9 ^^9f^t attended tp by those wlio^arQChrA^ti^ns 

l>ytflWf • -.. ••-■ li 'HUM' 

i ., ^ . , .• .. ; r i. ' • 'J . ';;./• 'I '■ 

It is obvious, from the above correspondence, tlhat.i 
the^cqlpnial gQv^nment is eatitlf^ to^wry JittleiW^ct 
for ijl;s,iu4plgei¥?P to pppi? Zwarts :^forha4 Hiot^baen .. 
for:titiq ,(^siiKk<ei;^fted cott4uct, inUaus iwtaace,* pf jJVfcr, . 
Par^^er, he would h^ve jb©e«,tur»e(4 ^q^ . of his » fewi^ 1 1 
with all ifciaiprove«iftnts,]witibout;cqrQW0i?yi andwUJbi ; 
out i^y .cQifipen^tion being mfide <o him for .his tHisiBiiis^ <<. 
The refusal of Mr. ParJ^r.to acae|)t. ofibis:fai»»> fair » * 
the J!$^0Af& he a$%ned» was, in the first inataa^^ tic^sted 
with^c;pnjt^»pt ; ,]i)uith^ traMactiqut^ad^bocGMQ ^ubbi^.w 
and on its being seen that Z warts had got friendi^iiuMl 
that,fin,aci;jiK^qt of his tiieatipefiatk' sl^QHld lie : be tje^d 
fron^hv^ ^ro^^ wf^ likely to reach England, it wiu» Je£t 
to r^^n.jm his po^s^jssion. . . ^ : > .' 

The nianne*: io/wU<d;^iapdahave.bQi^^'aA4ed40r^A^ 
missionary institutions, and the coadiict of .the Qolonied 
government towards thpse institi)iio«s, is one of the last 
poiotaU^ gpv^^pment can appeal to> in proof of its dis- 
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positioti to grant land to the Hotteniote. Those insti- 
tntions commenced at a period when the lands granted 
to th^n were of no importance to the colomEte ; and 
while^ during a late period^ several of them Iwive been 
piit down by the colonial government^ and the lands on 
which they stood given to the colonii^ the lands be- 
longing to others of them have been ourtailedj afad 
attempts have been made to crush them entirely, and 
to alienate the remaining lands from the objects fer 
Mrhich they were given, to grant them to tfie oolonists. 
All the lands formerly belonging to the mis^nary 
institutions in the Bushman country are now occupied 
by boors. After the details which have been given. in 
the present instance, and those which were previo^y 
related as connected with the attempts made by the 
colonial government upon the lands of the missicHoary 
institutions of Zuurbrak^ Pacaltsdorp, Bethdb<k)rp^ and 
Theopolis, and to which the reader can look bade, I 
am satisfied that any further illustrations of this subject 
would be deemed superfluous. The cases here enume- 
rated have been fully detailed^ and the original docu- 
ments have been laid before his IVIajesty's CJommis- 
sioners and the C!olonial Department at home. 

One thing only remains to be noticed here^ that is^ 
the apology Lord Charles Somerset offers for the small 
extent of the land said to have been given to the Hotten- 
tots. ^* It is to be observed," says his Lordship^ ^* that 
it is the practice of Hottentots, when they are not on 
service, to repair to one of the Moravian, or other in- 
stitutions ; the applications for land, therefore, by this 
class are very rare.** 

In reply to this apology, a few remarks, in thisplace^ 
will suffice* There is an omission in his Lordship's 
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statement which should have been supplied. It should 
have been added^ that it is the practice of Hottentots^ 
when they are not in service^ to repair to the Moravian 
or otiier religious institutions, when they are permitted 
so to do l^ the local authorities of the district. 

In the prodamations of the colonial government, in 
the official documents of the government at home» and 
in the statement ik)w under consideration, the Hottentots 
are, indeed, represented as a free people, free labourers, 
aiKi British subject : but it will be seen by the pre- 
ceding pages, that th^ real condition is that of tiie 
most abject and wrdxiied slavery. Tlie Hottentots not 
at a missionary station must be in the service of the 
colonists ; the law does not allow them to be without 
contract to a master ; and they are entirely at the dis- 
posal of the local authorities of the district in which 
they reside. By this regulation alone, they are vir- 
tually disqualified from either acquiring or holding land, 
on the same principle on which a slave cannot be his 
own master and a slave at the same time. 
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CHAPTER XIV. . 

Officiat Return of Commandoes against Che Bushmen — Compared 

with Commandant Nd's Confessions. — Humane pretences of the 

> Colonial Government examined.^^Lett^r to Rev. B. Shaw. — 

Traffic In Bushman Children. — Pretences of the Colonists for 

i,.QontinuiQjg this Traffics-Comparative Humanity of the Dutch 

'■ and Enji^lish Governments towards the Bushmen. — Real objects 
of Bushman Commandoes. 

We come now to consider that part of the Parlia- 
mentary Return^ which relates to the military expCi 
dltiop^ against the Bushmen. The following is the 
official statement furnished by Lord Charles Somerset^ 
in obedience to the orders of his Majesty's government^ 
issued in consequence of the address of the House of 
Commons^ of April 13^ 1824^ before mentioned. 



Note to Table on the opposite page : — 

"The registry of slaves throughout the colony is entrusted to a 
principal officer in Cape Town, assisted by agents in the country 
diatricts^ in each of which a separate register is kept. These re- 
gisters, although voluminous, are defective in form, and the remo- 
vals of slaves have not been, in all instances, duly recorded. No 
lele^cription of the person of the slave is entered in the register, nor 
hk9 it been customary to require the attendance of the slave at the 
office when he has been returned by the owner. •* 
^ , , . Report of His Mc^eMps Commissioners of Inquiry, S^c, ^c. 

Parliamentary Papers for Session 1826-7, No. 282, 

. >. -: /. a - J ■• . 



** Return of ail Commandoes or Expeditions against the Bosfesmen 
which have taken place at the Cape of Good Hope since 1797 ; 
staling the number of Bosfesmen killed^ ux)unded^ and taken pri- 
soners, stating also what had been done with the prisoners. 



District 



Stellensbosch 



t ' I 



Worcester . 



tiraaff-Reinet .. 









Number of 
Comman- 
does. 



14 



' Number of Bosjesmen 



KiUed. 



45 



Wounded. 



Taken 
Prisoners. 



22 



Remarks. 



The Com- 



mandoes that proceeded agamst the Bosjesmen 
from this district were ordered out in consequence 
of the repeated depredations and murders com- 
mitted ^y this marauding race of people* To 
repress this disposition on the part of the Bos^s- 
ihen, no other means could be rendered available 
than* that of immediate pursuit and patnshtnrent. 
The expeditions mostly took place during the 
latter end of the last century, and it has not, 
therefore, been practicable to ascertain precisely 
the fate of those taken prisoners : some, how- 
ever, it appears, escaped ; and it is surmised that 
the remainder were released. 



18 



21 



42 



97 



None 



280 



The samfB 
remark is 
applicabLe 
in this in-f 
stance. 
Accord* 



ing to the practice of the district, the prisoners 
were distributed among the inhabitants, and put 
out to service for a stated period. The greatest 
precaution, however, has been observed in the 
treatment of these uncivilized beings, an3 the 
proclamation, establishing the registry of slaves^ 
will shpw that no atteqipts could be successful to 
include any of this class amongst those unfortu- 
nate persons** llie accompanying doc;if|nents 
^how the anxiety of the colonial government in 
this regard, and detail the system at present pur- 
sued, and the regulations established respecting 
them. Most of the prisoners taken on thestt 
expeditions have returned to their kraals, atel the 
remainder are living with the fkrmersy on tbe 
9an^ tejrma .aa ilbeir Hottentot gcM^vapl^f Jn case* 
where the; perpetrators of murders could be dis^ 
covered, they were tried by the colonial laws, 
and, if convicted, underwent the punishment 
their crimes demanded. 



(Signed,) " Charlbs Henry Somerset." 
^^ Cape of Gpod Hope, 16th October, 1824.'* 
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The number of commandoes ^ven in this return 
amount altogether to 53 ; the number killed to 184 ; 
the wounded to 14 j and the number taken prisoners to 
302. On comparing the nnmber c^ killed in all the 
expeditions reported by the colonial government, with 
the statement of Commandant Nel, recorded in page 
42 of this Tolume, (independent of other auttiorities 
there mentioned,) we find in this return 184 stated as 
the total number killed; whereas, according to Nel, 
two hundred persons are said to have been massacred 
in one only of the numerous expeditions in which he 
was engaged. 

We shall reserve our further observations on the origin 
of these commandoes till such time as we come to ccwi- 
sider some of the documents attached to this return, 
which are given to show the anxiety of the colonial 
government for the welfare of Bushmen, and merely 
remark upon the assertion that most of those takeq 
were returned to their own kraal« In reply to this 
statement it is necessary only to say, that the colonists 
put too high a value upon Bushmen to grant them their 
liberty after they had been taken ; — that the indepen- 
dent kraals, from whence they were taken, and to which 
they are here said to have returned, no longer exist ;— 
and, that any Bushmen, to be found in the and^Bnsh^r 
man country, not in slavery, were in a proscribed state 
at the time this return was made, 

^^ In cases where the perpetrators of murders,'* says 
the Return, ^^ could be discovered, they were tried 
by colonial laws, and, if ccmvieted, underwent the pu- 
nishment their crimes demanded." Query : What has 
been the nature erf ihe murd^s of which these poor 
creatwres have been convicted ? Have they been wa* 



^cAad and puniahod capitally for def^ndlqg themselves 
ai^ their fimilies against their cruel invaders ? It may 
be fofthar asked, what right have we to seize them ia 
their own couQtryi ta bring th^n into the colony^ and 
^ jtbew a(KH>rdiiig to colonial law ^ ? 

^^The remaindCT," it is stated, ^Vare living with 
the.£miiei^, on the same terms b» thdr Hottentot ser^ 
vaatsu" 

Wot the condition of &e Hottentot servants, see 
femarks on the proclamations of Lord Caledon and Sir 
John Cradock«. The condition of the Bushmen among 
the farmers is wretched beyond description. I found 
tiie wandering Bushmen generally in a much better 
condition than many of those were whom I saw in the 
service of tJbe farmers. 

Lord. Charles Somerset, in his remarks annexed to 
tins ^' return oi all commandoes against the Bushmen,'^ 
seems ta think that he has done his duty when he has 
{»*dvi(fed against those people becoming common slaves. 
It cannot be. conoealed, however, that the condition of 
the Bushmen is one of mnch greater hardship than that 
of the common slaves. Selfishness will lead a man to 
feed and save the life of a slave ; but little attention 
will be paid to the life of a Bushman, while, like a wild 
b^ast, be can^ be got for the catching. 

The Dutch government, from 1774 to 1795, had a 
different way of doing those things from what has been^^ 
adopted by tiie Sngli^ ; they made a merit of extir- 
pnfyig Boahm&Ski and we prdfess to lu)ld their conduct in 

' * See accoutit of the interview between the clergyman of Graaff- 
Bamet aad a BtiahiBan cinder senlence of death, asr recorded at p, 
39 of thi& Yolttme* 
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.sisiiiorten^Yikile^i cindar the 'Covet oftprct^lamolioiie &^ 
of professions of humanity, we have been eqii«41^>prQ^ 
.=gfpiM*ig tfeei «ame system. la IQ^, itro, y«ft» ,iefi>re 
4^}s rY^ry^ staton^enttwas msKley wbcoiitbe etrpcsdtiitidiis 
j§iiga4ps|ttba Svkshioqn m^^^ defended oftthe^groimdli^k^ 
iji^ wert$, nftceesary to protect the remote fitonticafiof 
th^iCplwy^ a land-surveyor was enkptoT^id bytAbfi^Coid^ 
^al'gQVjerQtfnent to meadure out the BushmaniDbuintr^ 
and to divide it among' the colonic* > i*. inn r ilt t- 
,^i TJie language of the proclamations, and otb^ oflficial 
qoQUiwmcajtianS} issued by the ooionial goirornatt^nt 
%pisb»j^strikipg 'contrast to the gweraHine ofidoloi- 
^ipJL p^l^y i^l^iijh has been pttrswd: towards that.imr 
fpi^u^alie. race.. Nothing can savour. mon^o q£ kindly 
.^iflg^ , than the manner in which they are spoken of 
ipj t^Q^ official documents; nothings imofie infaumaa 
ij^antbQ aqtoal treatment whioh they have> airtthe same 
pfifi^i b^en ireceiving. The prodamatioins of lih© icolof 
nial government^ and its official correspondence wifli 
tJ^fTO^sipnariecf> brqathe a spirit of apparent benivo- 
jl^ncp^, at t^e, very time the work of death land e&tk^ 
j)^fl[;.,\^,- .proicpedingi : with accelerated etefiSi. - Ode 
j^^pi^tf^tfon of Jjhis, sb^JL §<iffice, in, thispiace*! .In-tiie 
year 1818^ the Rev. B. Shaw, a Wesleyaa missionqiyj 
^ppE^jd ,to: : tb9;Colo?iial govern«i€«t < fori peunriaslbn to 
'^^b^i^b,?v.missioft intbe Bustbm /Iftineply 

j^PiOi^jsi fitpp^icatipn, ^igfet»en i months laftfeniheiWopdy 
or^ei^ w£^$, i^ued noticed, in pag?e "^/of; thts^voliimei 
gfpd at the yery . time thai the oonamdndcms twaoe jMost 
^^tiy^, in, dearing the. Busbman . qounfayv^rf Hs ukbabitt 
^\f^ tQifHi^lfe. ^oom fpjr. the ; coloryists, Mr* Sbaw;»had 
tjip.^^pjjowfflg, r^a^n?i a&^gned to bim^in <^n; iofficW 
l^^r^ j4ajte^ tbfi :13tb J^ajm^j^ 18l8i^tl^l,tb^.,fi^)k»ftJ 



^t^diMieatyi fwite refosal td concede to ym lite re*- 

^n.¥.Berid«Sy the abuses which have obtawiedi bythfe 
labfiftAtontd of thfls colony having trespassed on thfe 
Sif^bmancociiitiy, hare rendered the i^roiigest reg^ 
lations nbcessary^ for preirenting them from crossuig^ 
thk Bashm^n boundary^ and in our dry season depas- 
tming" tfaeeountry which is still considered the prc^ri^ 
of that unfortunate race of people. ' ' 

it '^^It appears: to his Exoeltency, that H wouW- be 
faigUy dangerous to sanction your proposition of estii- 
blishitig another mission at Grass Mount ; and, inde- 
pendent ef -the many reasons which have indtK^*^ 
Mkei determination^ wiA respect to extending inissionk 
beyond the frontier in other directions, now not neces*- 
sary to enter into, his Excellency conceives Ihat his 
sanotioning such a deviation from the estabtiiAed regtr- 
laticms might lead to the serious inrjury of the Boshmaii 
ijfwopte/' ' 

In 'the Return, we have an official document, 
dated 1817, from the landdrost of GraaflP-Reinet, in 
which it is admitted that a traffic in Busfamen children 
was' then carried' on, on the borders of the colony of the 
0ape*of Good Hope. 

i,.]^ 7^ erqeh barbarous custom^*' says this oflfecel*, 
^tpoipiievatent among the Bogesmen,of murdering; or 
pkposing'sucb of their children as they cannot provide 
fop^f'or partihg with them on any terms whatever, has 
ifidocediseveral farnaers to procure some of those chil- 
drenyby giving their unnatural parents some trifles Tor 
tbetn^fei^'^«<jhange, for the purpose of keeping them 
k9 servants' 'hereafter, or some from a more humane 
^riMplej'ofaly to Steve tiieir U-^. [ This sort of traffic. 
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dready mmy years in use when X first beoww awaw 
of it, I, of course^ thought dangerous to stc^^ aa Irag 
as it remaiiied perfectly understood that the fanoj^ who 
got the child only considered himself master bf it until 
the parents should daim it^ when it was given up 
without the least hesitation^* or wf remun^ratioii he^ 
ing denmnded^ whatever might have been ciriginaUy 
given in exchange; but having strong reasott te ws*- 
pect that this ancient custom (as it is oaUed) is begid^ 
ning to be semusly abused ; that these childfen> gqt 
in the above manner, are transfeired from <me hand to 
another^ and that payment is secretly taken; tbatmanyi 
by these means^ are gradually taken from &e frontier^ 
brought into the inner districted and passed off as 
orphans ; that itinerant merchants begin to be sup- 
plied with them> through some channel or oUier ; that 
parents even begin to be disputed their daim to sadh 
children ; from all which enormities I should think may 
result, that men might be found, base enough, for the 
sake of some paltry gain, to give what the Bosjesmen 
may consider a great deal for such children^ in Qrd€r to 
supply others, anxious to procure them. This woidd 
be a sufficient inducement for one kraal to make an 
attack upon another, to murder the old ones, and^i&* 
pose of the children, independent of other ^Lcesses^ 
to which men, used to and leading the unpolished life 
cf some of our most remote colonists, may be sedisced, 
by such easy profit/* 

The origin of this traffic is ascribed by this resipeofc* 
able public functionary to the humanity <^ the farmers. 
But without denying tibe claims of the Vomers to faos* 
pitality, it is, I fear, but too obvious, fiK)m the circum* 
stances in whidi they were placed^ thai humanity had 
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bat lUtle sliare m the origin of this practice. Hit 
greats part of the fanners being without slaves; their 
sole dependence for servants is upon the Bushmen^ and 
other idborigines of the country. When stopping at a 
farm-house on my late journey into the interior of South 
Africa, one of the first inquiries was concerning some 
cMldreti, who were with my people, and whether they 
w»e to be disposed of. During the same journey^ I 
m^ several families of colonists^ on their way to the 
Bui^maii country. An old waggon^ a few cooking 
utensils^ a span of bullocks and a few breeding sheep» 
with two or three old muskets^ composed all the stock 
and furniture with which they were provided for the 
commencement of their establishment. Looking at the 
slender protision of those people^ it would be difficult to 
say how they could expect to find subsistence for them*^ 
selves and their families in the desolate country to 
which they were travelling* Yet numbers of families* 
under similar circumstances on their first emigration^ 
have, within these few years, risen to the possessicm 
of considerable property. Being asked how they ex- 
pected to succeed, they stated that the boors in that 
country were acquiring stocky and with the help of 
Bushmen, and Bushman chiklren^ whom they would be 
able to get for nothing, they hoped to do as well aa 
others had done* 

The cruel and barbarous custom, said in this letter 
to be so {N:evalent among the Bushmen^ is a charge of 
too grave a c^aracter^ and too pregnant with serious 
consequences not to call for some remarks. If the 
writer of this letter (whose respectability^ and huma- 
nity oi character I willingly acknowledge) believed 
Hm chaige that is here nuidb^ he must have been 



ilttpdsed upbti by the " misrepresentaitibiii? bt those Wiip 
ihvented' and propagated the caluiiinyy to justify this 
iiefiiii6tis tmffic. In civilized, or in iJaiibarbus states^ 
parents mdy h^e found without affection Tor' their oflf- 
fepyin^, but these instances are exceptions to a general 
rule, to a law wHch is as powerful in its opemtioh in 
the breast of a Bushman, as it is in that of his op- 
pressor. The missionaries have lived apiong the Bush- 
men ; they have had the best opportunities of observ- 
ing whether there were any ground's for this charge 
agkinst them ; and they are unprejudiced witnesses ; 
but I never put the question t6 a missiobatiy \^o did 
not rebut ihe chdrge as a foul aspersion, and invented 
fbr the purpose of covering the atrocities committed! 
li^dn that people. In riiy late journey in 182$, going 
and returning through the Bushman country, I had 
aitiple opportunities of conversing with that people,, 
berth among the farmers and in a state of nature;' and 
their heaviest complaints were those that were occa- 
sionefd by the manner in which they were' robbed of 
tibeir children. 

In the month of September, 1826, Mr. James ClarTc, 
whom Heft at Philippolis iu 1825, to take charge of 
the Bushman mission at that place, niade a* journey 
among the wild Bushmen to the north-east of the mis- 
sionary institution, for the purpose of inviting th6 iia^! 
tives at a distance to come undei' his instructions, and 
the foltoiving extract' from his journal iaffords a satisfac- 
tory illiistratidn of all that I have advanced on this subr 
jectr ' .'^ " '\ ; ' ' './ ' 

•^^ Ocfofter 28<A.— After nabrning pray^ we bbserv^' 
the first 'strange Bushman we had seen, lying amojogsjj 
the long grass at a considerable distance^ witii his 4n* 
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fapt child jdingipg ]to his arm^. We. called ,to hm* but 
he was afraid, to come near us ; and on our Ba^hm^r^ 
guide bringing him to us^ he trembled much. He.^fu4 
hj^ thought we were.^ome to, take Bushma^ chi^lre^u ; 
but on my giving him a little tobacco, be considesred 
us friends^ and immediately set the grass on fire, whe^ 
his wife and his other children appeared and foUowed 

In no period of equal length, in the history of the 
colony of the Cape of Good Hope^ has the work of 
death and slavery been carried on with the same degree 
of success which has attended it in the interim between 
Ihj and 1S25. In 1816, we had 1600 people be- 
longing to our Bushman stations of Toverberg and 
tiephzibah ; and the Bushmen, though reduced and 
harasi^ed by the commandoes which had been sent 
against thenij w ere still the nomuuil possessors of the 
Bushman country south of the Orange river^ and were 
to be seen existing in separate and independent kraals^ 
ui different parts of that cpuntry. But in 1825, when 
1 visited their country, those kraals had disappeared ; 
the missionary stations had all been put down ; Uie 
country was then in the possession of the farmers ; 
and the poor Bushmen still residing in it, were either; 
in their service^ or living like fugitives among the 
rocks, jafraid to appear by day-Ught^ lest they should 
be shot at like wild beasts. 

j&arrow travelled in this country in .1797, and by the 
followii^g remarkable fact which he relateSj,.wa.are; fur- 
nished with a standard, by which we may take a com-r 
paratiye, view of the destructive effects of the comman^ 
djpes against the Bushmen, under the. Dutch^ aijid thqi 
Jin^ligii governments :-~ ^ . ^^ 
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*' Twenty years ago/* toys tifus writer, ^^ it seems 
they were less numerous and less ferocious than at the 
present day ; and their boldness^ as well as their num- 
bers^ is said of late to have very much increased. At 
one time they were pretty well kept under by the regu- 
lar expeditions of the peasantry, which were under- 
taken against them. Each division had its commian'* 
dant, who was authorised to raise a certain number of 
meu;, and these were furnished by government with 
powder and ball. It was a service at all times takeoi 
with reluctance, especially by such as were least ex- 
posed to the attacks of the savages ; and during the 
late disturbances at Graaff-Reinet, these expeditions 
met with considerable interruptions. The people of 
Brumtjes-hoogte were the first who failed in raising 
their proportion of men. Zuurveldt was deserted, and 
Camdeboo and Zwart-Ruggens became negligent and 
remiss. The people of Sneeuwberg, lying nearest to 
the common enemy, were left to sustain the whole bur- 
den of repelling its s^tacks ; and, had they not con- 
ducted themselves with great fortitude, perseverance^ 
and address, that valuable part of the colony, the 
nursery of cattle, would now have been abandoned. 
A whole division called the Tarka, and a great part of 
another, the Sea-Cow River, w[kd Rhinoceros-berg^ had 
been deserted, as well as a small part of Sneeuwberg." 

In the year 1774, the commando system began. 
Previous to that period the Bushmen were in the habit 
of visiting the colony on friendly terms. The manner 
in which these commandoes were conducted against the 
Bushmen under the Dutch government, has been de* 
scribed by Barrow and by Colonel Collins, and many 
copies of the oii^al documents of those persons^ 
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tttro had the conducting of them^ have been gfven in 
these volumes *. Captain Stockenstrom, in his letter of 
6th June^ 1822, hi the printed document containing the 
teturns to parliament, styles the commandoes against 
the Bushmen ^* cruel expeditions," and candidly ad- 
mits, that the colonists were the first aggressors. We 
here find a discrepancy between his statement, and 
that of Lord Charles Somerset, who describes these 
commandoes as ordered out, ^^ in consequence of the 
repeated depredations and murders committed by this 
marauding race of people." 

In the whole history of Dutch colonization, there is 
not, perhaps, a single part of that history, which re- 
flects so much discredit upon their national character, 
as their conduct towards this unfortunate race of people ; 
and, yet it appears from the statement of Mr. Barrow, 
and the statement is countenanced by the details he 
gives, that the Bushmen had been increasing in num- 
bers and ferocity for twenty years, previous to the 
period at which he wrote ; that is, during the greater 
part of the time that the commando system existed 
under the Dutch government. 

After making some allowance for the exaggeration, 
as to the increase of their numbers, which might be 
Occaiiloned by the alarm of the colonists, we are justi- 
fied in asserting that their sufferings, under the Dutch 
government, did not amount to one-tenth of what they 
have had to endure under the English government. 

Judging from the detestation, in which this country 

had been accustomed to hold the tyranny of the Dutch 

towArds the aborigines of its colonies ; and from the 

style in which their cruelty to the Bushmen was de-* 

^ See Tol. i., from page 41 to 53. 



31^ cpramstoN of thb ccH^oif ial jmrifoMir^ t , u 

scribed by: Barvow and other. traveUdrs> ithmigiMi.liaii^}, 
been' elp^cted^ that the traa^er of the govenmi€ii^ri* 
into British hands waiA an event in wfaieh hnmuiftty^hadffi 
to rc^obe. But ^liiat is the fact ? Diirmg the^Ui&t imffx^i^ hi 
two years of the Dutch gDvernment ^^ the .Cayei t|ii%; i 
Bwhmen were oppressed; yejt notwithsii^adiag their u 
oppressions, in 1796 they were still powerful. -^fSiicft;! 
the l^giish took possession of iQie (»dony iiil796^ wi^t 
was^ in the time of the Dotch gov€mai^>the^Buahiattn> > 
coi«fitry) has been brought into the posaessionibf OmH 
coknists ; and the people who were jbo powerful inn 
1796, as to threaten fee eolooy, ate now radioed ten 
slafvery, or to the eonditiOii of miseral;^ fi^iH^veSjinr 
what w^as^ then their own country. ^ *a«.s 

Bxtended as the present froiitier of the colony isi, itv- 
will not stop there. Within the last thirty years the 
frontier of the colcmy has been extending in every di*^ i 
rection ; and^ as a proof that the colonists will n^ol beU 
satisfied to confine themselves within the bounds which 
have beeii'^ixed for thetn; tfie people of New Hant^ 
had scaroely' seated themselves in the Irishman oouakyll 
on thie banks^ of the great Orange river^* whemthey 
begmi 4o erosB H'to seek new grazing grotinds fi)»thdinir 
cattle>;and to* kill game (the only provision tonwhiohf^} 
the natives held to depend) beyond' it; andilhttlre atei) 
on the^other side of tbat river> and immediate?lytb^o*dlt 
the eastern and northern limits of the colony iaanwnepQqtil 
and interesting nations who musi shortly ishare ibel 
niekiicboly fa*e of the hordes who occupied what vmA f 
formtrly hnd*vn' to m as the Bushtoan{€oaiilry,umfcbsi * 
Biiti^ humanity^ aiid British justiceithro^ tJieiriffitOHtj 
teetihg' shield over them» : ; u * j! a*r»t 

In Mr. Stockenstrom's letter^ dated 5th June^: 1832^ q 
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^fter Uaffiftg' stigaiati^ed'oommandoeft againtft the ttosfa* 
xnen 9B *^ emel eKpediticms/'. and folly admitted that < 
thb cblonisiB vfex^ the first aggressors^ he gctefroa to 
state> that ** the oonstant tdepredatioas of thaft Qtifoptttnater 
race of people must be occasionally ch«)ked by somer \ 
serious examples^ to keep our ramo^ disbicts* at idl i 
habitable/' 

We are agreed in respect to the orjgin and erodty: 
of those expedltioasi and as to the greater guitt .of / 
those who made tl|e finst aggres^iDns> on a; oompariBeB' 
with that of those who have continued them ; but as to^ 
the itecessUy of them^ there is room for some difierent^ i 
of opinion betweea ns. Wbateyei; might be the pBten-. - 
sible reason of the first expeditions against theBuibi 
men, the motives wiU, I believe^ be found to be the 
same in both ; and while tiie late expeditions have notj 
pei^aps^ been conducted with less cruelty than the firsts * 
they have been much more destructive* . - 

• •• »,- 

The following descriptipu by Barrow^ is Qp{)lt0able ta i 
these oommandoeia at every period of their existence : -t- . I 

^^ The abominable expeditions which are cariued on^ . 
linde^ the authority of government^ against this miaer-^ ' 
able t9ce of mortal oi^ht not, on apy .oon$ideration> 
to be toletated. They answer no other purpose tbao\ 
that of irritating^ and rendering more savage^ the imr 
happy creatures who are the objects of them* The 
boors are chiefly indaoed to undertake them with th« 
view of securing for their service the wotnea aod the 
children. It is a well^^uthenticated fact^^ that in pro^ 
portii^n 9A they are hunted down by the baor&> thek; i 
ferocity towards the Christians has increased/* — ►(Vol i/ 
p,34T.) i - ' ..' 

Vol. 1!. T 
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^* Fwty years fi^o, as appears from living testinoKmfT 
the Bosjesmans frequented ^e colony boldly and c^nlyi 
begged> and stole, and were tronblesowie, jmrt Us the 
Gaffers now are j but they never attempted the life of 
any one. Thejr proceeded not to this extr^wty tmti) 
the government had unwisely, and unjustly suffered ibB 
peasantry to exercise an unlimited power over the 
lives of those who were taken prisoners. It failed at 
the same time to fix any bounds to the extent of the 
expeditions made against them, which, if at aU allowed, 
certainly ought not to go beyond the limits of the 
colony. 

^* Their inroads would in fact be more effectually 
checked by charging them boldly, when caught within 
the colony, than by pursuing and hunting them in their 
own country. This, however, would not answer the 
object of the farmer, which is that of procuring chil- 
dren. To attend his numerous flocks and herds, he 
must have many people ; and Hottentots are now so 
scarce that a sufficient number is not to be had. These, 
too, must be paid wages ; but the poor Bosjesman has 
nothing but his sheepskin and his meat/* — (Vol. i. 
p. 248.) 

In the last extract quoted from Barrow, we have the 
key to these expeditions ; it is there candidly admitted 
that the object of the farmer in these ^* abominable ex- 
peditions," is that of procuring children, because Hot- 
tentots were becoming scarce. Owing to the great 
increase of the colonial population, which has been 
doubled since that period, and the abolition of the 
slave-trade by act of parliament in 1808, by which 
they have been prevented from getting slaves from Mo- 
za mbiqup, Madagascar, &c., Hottentots have become^ 
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much more difficult to be obtained than they were at 
the thne when Barrow wrote; and the boors in the 
Graaff-Reinet^ Beaufort, and Somerset districts, and 
those dwelling in what was the Bushman country, are 
Mtii^ly dependant on the Bushmen for keeping up 
flwir prasent establishments, &c. &c. With the cha- 
Wi3ter of th* colonists, given by Barrow, and such facts 
before tis, the man who can believe that th6 farmers 
baTe no object before them in taking the Bushmen 
bhildren but pure humanity, has no need to have the 
measure of his credulity enlarged 
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CHAPTER XV. ' , ' _*' ^y/^[[ 

Ahowledge possessed by the Colonial GoTernm^nt of- tttfe-' iViffic 

in OBtxshm^n Chiklten at the period when the MissiofM^ito! that' 

people irere suppressed. **^ Letters 6om Messr*. Readt-aiicll 

Bmitbi oa the Suppression of these Missiooa.^-'^tatfiiieiit.r<)j^ 

. ,ibie Commissioners of Inquiry respeotiiigrthe Bi^imn^TrApp^ 

.: tp the British Public in regard to the cruel Tjr^a^m^tj of thf 

. , B^shroaij Natiou. ., ,. .,,{* 

Before concluding my remarks on this subject, 1 must 
again advert to some facts, presented in this official 
document^ of importance to my argument. 

Mr. Stockenstrom admits, in his letter of May, 1817, 
ihe existence of this traffic ; he says, ^^ It had been 
many years in use," &c. &c. The letter containing 
this statement was sent to the colonial office in Cape 
Town, and must have been perfectly familiar to the 
heads of the colonial government, as the recommenda- 
tions it contained were adopted by that govemmeBt] 
in the proclamation of the following month, Jutae, 
1817; and yet it was on the representations of the 
farmers, on this very point — it was because the mis- 
sionaries had resisted their unjust attempts to carry the 
children of the Bushmen into slavery, that those, difr 
ferences arose betwen them and the fermiers, which 
termin^ated in the destruction of the missions. It.npw 
appears, from the face of an ofl&cial document, .that 
when the farmers made their representations in 1817, 
against the missionaries, the true state of the case was 
p^feotly known to the government; and that, at the very 
time when it was pablisbing its prodamiaitaoiis with the 
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avowed purpose of putting an end to this nefarious 
traflSc^ it was, by abolishing the missions, removing the 
only checks by which the continuance of this criminal 
traffic could be prevented. 

. 'Nothing is i^ecessary to strengthen the admis^n of 
tiie^ landdrost ^ockenstrom^ in this instance ; bat, as 
the< missions were put down on the false r^resenta- 
tiofls ' of the farmers^ and as it now appears that the 
^tyvernment:, at the time it listened to those represeota- 
tibh^, kiteW thfem to be false, the following extracts from 
the correspondence of the missionaries with the govern- 
ipent^ on this subject^ will be more readily received in 
certain quarters, than they, perhaps, would have beeii 
bad the colonial government been silent on the subject. 
]^ these e^tmcts, it will be seen, that every thing vvas 
done by the missionaries, that could be done, to avert 
tlie destruction of the missions; and that^ notwithstand- 
ing tjieir remonstrances^ promises, and entreaties, th6 
order for their recall to the colony was absolute aiid 
peremptory*. 

Extract of a letter from Mr. Read to Henry Alexander; 
E^., Colonial Secretary, respecting the suppressiort 
of the two Missionary Institutions^ among the Bush- 
= meiij by Lord Oharles Somersets : 

. i. 

" Lattakooy Ibth July, 1SI8. 

'* With extreme concern I received a commu- 
iiicatibn from Mr. Corner a few days ago, from which 
it iippeared, that it had pleased His Excellency the 

* it was s^ffcei; the recall of Smith and Corner, that the farmers 
were permitted to take possession of those missionary statlo&s, 
labd^ ihki it laiid-^surveyor, Captain Bonamy of the €th r^gimenj^, 
' ^s • i^iiit iato *tfki eoiuitry to measuie it oat ta the ^rm^.. . . : : ; ; t 
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Governor to call him away from the BoihoiM wetted 
9aap the Cradoek River^ and wbaro bii ua^loes^ wai 
promiaing among those wUd savages to a gxetiii iiegfw. 
Mr. Comer forwarded to me, at the mate iimfi, ecfOM 
of Mr, Stdckeotrom's letter to goverameati Fespeattug 
Mn Smith's reqoei^ toestaUish a mission ai tiie Gsoote 
Fontoynj mUm the boundary of the eotoayi with Ms 
remarks on the same^ &o. ; likewise his ExoeUeney's 
answer to it ; «nd a letter from Mr» StockeostimA to 
Mr. Corner^ stating the reasons of his Exei^l»«oy*s Q^ 
dering him to relinquish his labours among <dwi peo« 
pie. I hc^ I shall not displease his Excellency by 
taking up the subject^ and stating my knowlei^ ef 
different circumstances connected theremth* and offer* 
Ing some remarks^ which I think it my duty to do^ for 
the sake of the poor people in question* 

^^ On ray journey into the intericMr with Ife, Oampbell 
in 1813, and on passing the limits of the cdony to 
this place last year^ I perceived a misundereAanding be« 
tween the Bosjesmen beyond the colony and the 
fanners. Some of the former are constontly going 
into the service of the farmers, or giving them their 
children, They have no idea of the laws made for 
Hottentots, but think themselves at liberty to return to 
their kraals at their pleasure^ and to take their diildren 
back when they please. I met with several Bushmen, 
who not being able to get their liberty had run away. 

^^ Another source of misunderstanding, is the bar- 
tering Bushmen children for sheep and goats. A boor 
came to Mr. Smith's place, while I was there, to daim 
a girl, for whom he told me he had given eig^t youog 
sheep; on which account he considered her to be his pro- 
perty, and that M his death he could leave her to whqm 



\i% ^feftMd. These things^ I fear, have been, asd stid 
ay^ysoutx^es of much evil. The parents of the above 
girl utere of the wiM Bushmen, beyond the colon j ; and 
ikp mother^ waiting for her daughter^ declared she had 
never received any sheep from the boor. From these 
misunderBtandings^ several unpleasant drcumstanoes 
have taken place at Mr. Smith's settiement, — A mis* 
sionary would, perhaps, (being generally better ac^ 
quainted with the cases, from more information than 
any others have,) be better able to adjust such disputes^ 
accondmg to the existing laws of the colony, and save 
tiie landdrosts, field comets, &o., much trouble, and 
hinder much evil. 

'^ I have now most humbly to plead with his Excel** 
lenqy in behalf of the poor Bushmen of Hephzibah^ 
where Mr. Comer and his assistant had provisionally 
settled^ Their shcnrt residence there had had a most 
wonderful effect: the Bushmen bad begun to give 
every kind of assistance in tilling the ground, herdipg 
the cattle» &e. ; and shewed the greatest readiness to 
lay aside their savage life, and become useful members 
of religious and civil society. — Mr. Comer was at oon-» 
siderabte trouble and expense in leading out the water, 
tiUing the ground^ &c. The road through the country of 
the wild Bushmen^ so much dreaded by travellers, had 
beoame so safe> that a single waggon bad more than 
pqce passed from Griqua Town to the colony wi<bont 
any molestation." 

The following is an extract of a letter from the scu»a 
individual^ to Mr, Stock^nsU'omi landdroi^ of Qraafi* 
ileinet:r« 

^* Yoo, Sir^ will not be offended at ray sayipg^ that 
I Hhmk your fears with r^ped; to the missions amotg 



among the Heathen in South Africa tare>^nariii€*^ 
%^?l itf^i^!^ i^re now.fim^ lete>4him lifteea est^li^h- 
^pte,wif^nd.b?y-wd the edos^; arid a* no 6n*^ piaft 
]^ fjtb^e Ji>^a la^.neeessHy! oficontnbutioB ifoin Ibe 
1)09^,, tp .^ppQriijth^ people^ and very! feitr histeiidea 
9Jf.jtl^Q$p joining th^ above statioms looifaiiig ie the-wi* 
p^s^tyi fq>f steftltog, or of returning to their fonno'^TOW^ 
(J/^^^gway of.Uvingv' ' / t m.-i. 

An orde^- w^s issvjed op ijbe STtU of Ufatxfe^, 1818, 
CQupmapding Mr, Smith to com^eintp tb^ co^9^y^ t^ 
wliicn Mr. Smith made the following i:^]^yJ;Q, the Jw4r. 
drost pf Graag'-j^einet :— ,. . , t :. 

^- '''!*' ' ' ** ixenadenhergy Pebruary 3rtf, 1 8 1 ^. 

^rsfa*/ " • - ■ •'; 

X. . ; I <^ I received your letter of the 27th of Ji^noary,* 
and.hlso the trawsfetion of th^ 9th— at the 'cortients 6F 
\rtiidi I' was very sPrry . Still ! pray you, that this Wsti- 
tofioit may not be suffered to be entirely destroyed,' b6- 
cmm ftterft hais besen so much trouble and anxiety s6f-^ 
featidffroteJ 4his uncultivated people; It Ti^is cost much* 
tibuble'both in religious and t€fmporal tilings, besides* 
vet^ great expiertse to the London iMiissioriarySocie^. 
H^rky yi>tf'l€*'riot dll this be in vidii, and let not fhef 
p€SQple 'tetutn to iheir former ignbrancie. Let ftie ap- 
pear the< least of all in your sight; and let m6 MV^&bvvn^ 
befom ! yott fer this important cause: May th6 good ' 
providence of God have such an effect on yodr'ixiitfd; 
tbattthrrtugh your means another plan itoay be formed 
by/ hip (EIxr«llency. What will be the conseqbetid* 6f 
allf Alb?' If I have transgressed, forgive tne-^lf WiA for 
myroifiv^akeyStUl^r the sake of the goorf catlsej and 



le^mbtfa tndiolelitt^on g^roan dud labddr mt^ltt a yc/k^ 
Mfiny acG€imt; .1 

-1:^1 Ydw ooce proposed a plan to me when at GraafJP- 
Rriqd;/ hove #e IsfaouM act rei^ctrng" the una^idiibti 
iNld inoreafinigieJvil of Bushmen running- away fW)im ihi^ 
eobay to thid institution. Try the plan first, and if it 
does not sncceed^ there will remain no alternative bttt 
toigivetup'tlie itetitutiMDQ altogether. I am ^^ling- to 
do every thitig that lies within the reach of my poor 
abilities for the general welfare. 
«'" ^^ In oHier that you may ftiUy understand my mean- 
itig iii this pressing request, permit me to lay the (oh 
hiwhig rimark^ bfefeire you : — 

** 1st. If the institution could be brought, or reckoned 
within the limits of the colony, then no one could join 
the institution without your consent, and by that mean$ 
I n^^y be freed ^x>m the very unpleasant tbinjgs I have 
ipet fvith. hitherto. Government will: then always hava 
tl^e^ppwier to fix the number 4>f inhaUtants, sttpfx^e it 
w^ iqi; example only tea or fifteen famolies^ as iatiiei 
oase of the basitard Hottentots; we promising at tbe same 
ifco^y that neither I, nor any of my feltow-Wbourers, 
nojr :aqy one >/f1io may succeed in this institution^ shair 
r€^Xp,^a singte Bushman or Hottentot,, wittwrnj; bis 
fih^fxw^jg £^ passport from you ; and both mysdf and all 
otbjer^ipb^ipnariqs promising submission to thai go**; 
Vf^r^wept^ uoder wbose jurisdiction this institution may 
b^ placed:^ and^that all the run-away Bushmen shall be 
semti^^cls* . ' 

[. ff,Jl,pray yiw for those who have no^hdper^ for they 

ai^ a;iO^ in most disitreasing circumstances ; and .1 pray 

^^ jtha^ {they may be freed from carporal ptinishmtoti 

t /ffi 2n4ljb * ¥( ftg f>bf)Ve eaanoi bei agiieed tb^. -perhapst 
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nyfonnei^requ^t of hmg establii^ad 4t 1toiGb»fai 
Fonteyn may be allowed, or at any other place wln^ 
you may jndgQ most proper ; while I hwQ reMon to. 
hope that the Bushmen^ who are here atrpnsseiitf mM 
follow me^ at least those who are baptizedj mtli ikm 
children, and also the bastard Hottmtotsy which indc^a 
ftltc^ther about fifty persons, 

^^ 3dly. Ifthe above also oannotbe allowed^ pleaiii le 
«end me an express regulation, by which I may b^^^ 
abled, if any run-away Bushmen come here m ftitoR^ 
to mnd a message either to yourself or some <Aer 
person, whom you may please to appoint, that tii^ 
may be restored to their masters again : for I aiq^ wvnf 
MUing to undertake the trouWe in order to sipsure the 
institution from becoming a wilderness again, and th^ 
Bushmen belonging to it from returning to thmr forme? 
state of ignorance add barbarism^ and that the wisbei 
of a prejudiced and mocking multitude tmy not be 
gratified. Be assured. Sir, that nothing of thi^ natum 
shall be tolerated here in future, 

"4thly. Respecting his Exeellenoy's kind oiSers, ud 
the privileges whibh he promises, and r^ectiiig ytMV 
kind offer to assist me in that excellent plan, proposed 
by several well-meaning Christians in the village and 
district of Graaff-Reinet, (I can make it known in a 
confidential way,) if I was called by the directors, I 
ihonld have no objection to settle there, in case one or 
two missionaries could be found to whose cafe I eoold 
intrust this small congregation ; or, if I could leave^k 
under the care of one or two of the members who swre 
as deacmis, and in whom I can trust, as I often hvw 
done, when I have undertaken journeys. Besides, I 
e^d visit them now and then in my jmirn^ tbxough 
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titaie imrts* nnd by that meani take qaro of their weU 
&w until snoh time as I should receive anawera froti 
the cUiectimi in Europe^ and that they should iend 
authorized luissioDaries to fill my station. By tbeie 
meana^ tiie old work mi^t be held atgoing, and the 
new work» whidi ia certauily aa neeeesary^ could pio* 
ceed also (supposing I waa regularly oallad to uoder^ 
take it)t Thia plan appears to me to be a very excel- 
lent one^ both for the heathen population, and for the 
country in general ; because the missionary would find 
^ wmoh wider field to exercise his talentSt by thus itine*- 
ratmg^ than by being constantly at one place. Still 
a misaionary must be careful that his former labours 
are not suffered to be in vain, and this is the case with 
me at present; and^ if I was to transgress the Lords 
oommandment in this respect, I might go sorrow* 
ing all my days; consequently^ I pray you once 
more^ (but do it not on my own account, but for the 
good cause, which has already so many roots in the 
ground^) if it is possible to call one ^tep back again^ 
that it may not return to its former dry and descdate 
eondition : let this my request not be in vain. Hoping 
your kindness will be shewn towards me, 

'' I am, &c. 
rsignedj <^E. Smith." 

An official communication^ dated the 17th of March, 
1818, left Mr. Smith no alternative but to disobey the 
erdera of government or leave his station. The par^ 
tioular ommmstancctt of his removal, and the sequel, 
have beaoi already related in the statement previously 
given of the breaking up of the Bushman missions. 

In (?wn*oratiQn of the important fact given in s\, 
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fhrft)i$r ]piirt lof ibis m)rk,> ih^ the BiisbtnaiiricmfiiiT^fisr 
wm mjio^smmn of thecoloabte^ I wn h^ppy>t(^iimMl{ 
myself (k the tegtiimmy of His M&jei^y^s Coowite^bD^nii 
of Inquiry : — Mir.MJdi 

-r^.Iirtgtiy, it will be an impitjrtapt du^ dwoWingl on 
the Swfveyor-Geoeral, with lie asujitanee of hi^fdqiuj^/ 
iDb.thfi.ea^rn pnovince^ to cause a survey to-be; HiM^tdei 
of (the boundary of the colony, and to define th^j^oiitek 
with ISA accuracy that has not been* hitherti9ttbfasidrKqd>i 
tot aaoertain the situation in which landsr.may bea^aik^ 
tageouBly reserved for the^setttentnt of tiie Bosjesnienip 

' ■ r 

. , ^* Jhfjr^. wer^ but two unoccupied .places in thjs oouii^y, n^n J^] 
t^pavelled> in it in 1825. Fojr one of these places there had been 
then nearly fifty applications from colonists ; and the other, which 
\Vas the original Bushman missionary station atTovert)erg^ has,' as T 
hat^ heard 6inoe my arvival in Eli|^knd,been i^antediothe Boors f^t; 
the purpose of erecting a colonial ehurqh upon it, .fhe VibqU Ph^ 
man country has been measured out to the colpnists ; and^iu a coyptry 
already appropriated, a surveyor is to be employed to search for 
unappropriated places, to indemnify the Bushmen for the loss 6t 
tHeff cdtitkiff: That it i^ the duty of the BritijiK gdvehi Wit, rt^** 
iadls potr^r^tomakesome^repciri^om to the remaining^.BM^hJpqw^ 
\f||l,be JC^djl^ fidmitted ; but the manner ii^.wl^^ ^ompj^a^fi,.^ 
proposed, ifi the present instance, sounds more like somethiuff ta 
soothe ttie wounderl feelings of the outraged humanity of the^ri'- 
ti$h public, than like any thing designed to afford real relief to 
the remaining. Bush men. 

The Boors in the Bushmap country have no slaves ; and the expen- 
sive ierr^tory they have lately acquired would be of little use to tnem 
unless they , can retain the original occupiers of the soil in their 
aervice. I can state, on my own personal Icnowledge, 'that ihk 
abolition of the missions, and the destruction of the ^shmeii'Sp^idK 
followed that event, has been and is matter of grief to' man]^ 6f thil 
Boors of the Graaff-R^i&et district; bul tHe doitiintuitpaFty,' to^i^hbse 
welshes th$ Bufshmc^ have been, sacrificed, .and who are, j^c^/im pps- 
session of J the people and their xjountry, wiU-nefveii;, of ^jir,p\y.^ 
feccord/fevttUr «tjr.a«hfp9«-^bkb would inake tb? pwpl^j^flKM^fSA 



UDttndai^'^liqe'thftt iha$; iyeen recently diravrfr, Qndf h^' 
mdaded^dgpout forty-i^ight thousand' square Miles'^of 
infertile country*.'* . ; i« 

f^ The Goi»mi9Jit)nfer&, in tfieir Report dpoo tbelGfo- 
veMfn^nt bf the Colony, plage 23, reipre^ent tke t6cal 
snitbdriti^s of the remote districts of the tolony as 
ssmpathlting'ttoo iniicb with the Boors to pneserve &i| 
iiifpavtal line of ec^nduct between them and the nati/res 
wiio>^nter inta iheir servkef , or in framing their' reports 
of ioooinrendes to the kmddro^s. They add» dso^in 
speaking of those magistrates — ^^ They likewise yield 
tfe, in^ead of opposing, the eagerness of the Booi^ to 
engage in commaridoes against the Bushmen^^ and affor4 
i|Q^e$traiRiuppi| th^ ferocity with whicbK we regr^ tq 
my^ithftse-^Lpedittoas (thoogh less fi^quent than.ifoi^ 
nferly) are ^ill conducted.'" 

It is admitted, in the above extract, that the local 
a^^thprit'^es of the frontier districts ^^ afford no restraint 
iippn the lero^ity with which theseexpeditionsiare, still 
Gmnkiefed," while an attempt is made to qualify the 
gfartiement, by the remark that they are ** less frequent 
th?^ formerly." After receiving the information, con- 

oir them, or even prove a check upon the uncontrolled power they 
exercise over them. Unless the recent and present sufferings of 
the pushmen awaken the humanity of fingland, like the poor Hbt- 
tentpts,^ t,he rising generation may one day see a tabular view 
like th.^t exhibited in the preceding chapter, showing thathj^Ifa dozen 
of them have gpt a iporgen (two acres of land) for every thousand 
scmare mijes of ^hich their nation has been robbed. 

:; f See Parliamentftry Papers, No- 282, page 80. , . , ■ 

^ f I * Wio enter,** &c. &c. This expression does not crtn?ey tO' 
Ih^'t-eaaer <he real state of the case. The Bushmen do not vnier, 
Wft^Ur^ifl^fed^ftittQ tli* sfervic€ 0f the ^adkmfetilitthte cftrtriiit ^ 
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tftihed hi the preceding' extract from the Report^ ftmt 
the Bushmen's country, comprehending 49,000 sqnare 
miles, is now in the possession of the colonists, trith6ut 
taking much credit to ourselves for any great iiliprove-* 
ment in our humanity, we may dlow that commandoes 
against the poor Bushmen are less frequent than for* 
ttierly. The people who were so powerful, a few yekti 
ago only, as to require strong commandoes to face them 
when Injuries were meditated against them, now see 
their enemies in full possession of their country, white 
ftey tremble at the sight of a single colonist. At the 
very time at which the Commissioners wrote the para* 
graph we have quoted from the Report, the Bushmen 
country had been measured out ; and the colotilsti and 
tiie commandoes must have pretty nearly donetheif Wdrtt 
in that country before the land-surveyor eortld folloW 
his peaceful occupation in it. 

Here we have a series of facts, on the authority of 
the Commissbners of Inquiry, which confirm all my 
previous statements in relation to the Bushmen, and 
which lay open to ns one of the bloodiest tragedies, Acted 
under the British government, and within th^ last few 
years too, that ever disgraced any European nation^. 
Our Bushmen missions were put down in 1818; and^ 
since that period, the country has been cleared of the 
natives as if they had been wild beasts. Nothing is 
required to add colouring to the picture; there is 
nothing left unexplained, when we are informed that 
the Bushmen s country, comprehending 48,000 squarfe 
miles, is now in the quiet possession of the colonists. 

I feel for the cause of humanity — 1 feel for the honour 
of my country ! Can Englishmen any longer declaim 
agaii^ Dutch inhumamty ? Can we any longex hoM 
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ttp tiie laniards to execration for their conduct to the 
nations of South America ? 

Independent of Uie scene which is now pasting under 
bttr eyes in this fearful drama» one stands appalled uX 
iiie bare apprehension of the consequences to which 
such a system^ if persisted in, must ultimately lead# 
What hope can we entertain of saving the oppressed 
population oi our foreign possessions ; oi diecking the 
abuses of uncontrolled power ; of curbing the cupidity 
of an insatiable avarice ; or even of saving England, ii 
such proceedings are to be covered and protected by 
the colonial government at home ? Let us not suppose^ 
because the Bushmen country^ measuring 48,000 square 
miles^ is now in the possession of the farmers^ that the 
work of death and deva^tion in South Africa i&now 
done. With respect to the Bashmen^ we have now ta 
think of what is to be done with the prisoners ; but there 
ftre countries beyond our extended frontier^ whic^ must 
shortly share the same fate^ if effectual checks are not 
imposed on those destructive passions to which the 
Bushmen have been sacrificed. Scarcely bad tiie <k>1o* 
nists, now inhabiting the Bushmen country, seated 
themselves on their remote frontier^ when the Bergenaars 
were at work on the other side of the Orange river^ and 
an adtive trade was opened between those plundererd 
tod the colony. The poor Bechuana tribes^ who lived 
in peace while the Bushmen were between ttem and the 
colonists^ were now plundered^ and captured> mid found 
in the colony. Since the English took possession of 
the colony of the Cape of Good Hope, we have deprived 
tiie. Gaffers ;of the finest parts of their country 5, we have, 
according 4o the testimcniy of the Commissiouusrs oS 
Inquiry, added to it 48^000 square miles of Bu$hinaa 
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country. And we slisJI proceed^ if die f^posaot sj^stan^la 
eontinued, till, having treated all the Gsthr^ tribes 9i 
some of them have been h«ated> and aa tins jEHiafail^n 
have been dealt with^ we oome to fix the botisdar^ #f ^^ 
colony at Delagoa Bay> and then we shall order omI am 
commandoes against the inhabitants of Moeamfaique^t - 

And can men who believe in the jexistence €£ a Godi 
or who have enough of human sagadty to perceive thi$ 
connexion between national crime and natiiwal degnl^ 
dation, flatter themselves that sucii a system can Im 
conftived at in our foreign (kpendettciea by the go\^f|i> 
ment at home^ with perfect unpumty ? *^ Hie jodgr 
ments of God/' says Milton, ^* are for ever unchang^^* 
able, neither is he wearied by the long process^ «f 
time^ and won to give his blessing on oae age to tb^^ 
which he hath cursed in another." Independent of 
any supernatural interference of D^y, perseveratice in 
such a system has an obvious tendency to deseiiralf) 
every efficient vestige of naticmal virtue still remwninf 
among us^ and must in the end give rise to a i^otioi^^ 
subversive of national honour^ of naiional ind«pe«4- 
ence, and of civil liberty. 

I shall now take my leave of the genikwen u^di^ 
whose auspices this system of d^astation ha^ he^n 
carried on in South Africa^ and of those whoi may ihavp 
the hardihood to become its apologists^ by mcQmn^eptd^ 
ing to their serious consideration the sentiments oon* 
tained in the following extractof a leUer^ $iddress^.b|^ 

* Having, on one occasion, asked a colonist if he could point out 
to me the northern boundary of the colony, he made the folfeiwilig 
reply : — •' We colonists are not nice In these matters : all fg'co?*riy 
to lU where we can find a good spring of watery &nd;piM||lirag«>{|(»f 
pttreattle." ., . • 



Bfmme ^fattype/B^q.rtaike Ilight H«^ 4h0 
Bari^ Dmitaautlt, hb Ms^Mty^s Secretary of. State. - 
-TbeMterin^nertion b dated 10th October, 17.9% 
ittfd waii^^odMsiomd hy its beeemkig* kfiown* tbact it^-mi 
ttie h(teiitk)ii of the British govermoeiit to etilpAoyflotm 
re^mani^ of * British troops agamst tiie GftrtUMs nf 
the Iisflafiid of St/ yinceiit. The sentiments which at 
tiiat^eri<»d,prl>dQC6d a ohmtgtd ih the detennihaticm of 
the governriQ^nt nay> if the parties eonoertied ha^ 
fttty'bdief^ii^a^iJtii^'stdAe^ and in the respeesibilityaf 
man to Uis Maker, prodoce contrition for tfaeuRt 
merited fate of Ihe Bualwiien, and perhap»<9a^e.tbe isf- 
teiredtkig r^nnant of that natibn, and ma^y oSntbe 
Iribes of Africa, who, like the Bushmen, most petidi 
iftiibergibly; if theprog^ress of^stmction be nbtqpeedil^ 
'ittTeteted."; ' ' .-•...•..,;;/ 

•' ^^ For God'p sake^ my Lord, if you arereqlly 4im 
trnisewfOious man ihat >I believe yon to be, mcj^ire 
iBtriolly and carefully 'into this matter, to itiis noiw/m 
ipotir proper department ? and if y^a'finditheref aw jnst 
gr(Mp&^fot what' I havcf •advimoed^ I 'thiilk i/nray/test 
assured that you will use your utmost eildeaiM)ui»utD 
^tbp- all iittrttit^ prote^ings ^g^nst^ the/Indiaiia, that 
*i^^f^dit of^oier WAi(M may not openly^ b^ stained 1% 
^Ihe 'lio^tM ' drimes' k)^ - t^tgwt • oppfes>^ion^ robbery ^^ i md 
^i^meditated ibut^der ; aiid thatsucti eompiidatedilgiiilt 
tnay « ht^ « tdbeasioii i the withdrawing of God^ i bksi;^ 
^db tb^ i kidg'% family «uid thii^ kihgdoih.Ht I^ irn^ 
already mentioned the great uncertainty of success in 
ftie pi^sent u ag^nst theCarihllees ; biif l^t 

^m«,addi.thajt..^ven^..vij^Qry i^i ^so bad .a, cai^. will ](o^d 
itiie^jiji^fli^li^Teiiiinei^ ii]iidelifale>diaine> aij^l dis- 

honour. The credit of our ministers must sink- tottie 

Vol. n. U 
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hateful level of politicians^ whose principles are baneful 
to human society, and must necessarily, therefore, be 
detestable before God and man. The blood that will 
probably be spilt on both sides^ must somewhere be im- 
puted ; for open and avowed injustice and wilful murder 
cannot be vindicated before God by any deceitful so- 
phistry about the necessity of such measures to produce 
the nation's good, or to maintain the prosperity of our 
colonies; because good and evil can never change 
places, and because we must ^ not do evil that good may 
come.' 

^' These are the^r^f and mo^i fundamental principles 
of government ; so that statesmen and politicians, who 
thus venture to dispense with them, ought to be re- 
minded, that such measures not only accumulate a 
national, but a personal guilt, which they must one day 
personally answer for, when they shall be compelled to 
attend, with common robbers and murderers, expecting 
an eternal doom ; for the nature of their crimes is essen- 
tially the same, and God is no respecter of persons." 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Examination of the Report of the Commissioners of Inquiry respect* 
ing the Bechuana Refugees. — Disorders occasioned by the Ber- 
genaars, fomented by the Frontier Colonists. — Mr. Melvill's 
Jomney to Cape Town, and Correspondence on the subject with 
the Colonial Government. — Conduct of the Colonial Government 
on this Occasion. — Remarks of the Commissioners of Inquiry 
on the ** unauthorized " Occupation of the Bushman Country by 
the Colonists. — Situation of the Bastaard Population on the 
Northern Frontier. — Connivance of the Government in the En- 
croachments of the Boors. — Means suggested by the Commis- 
sioners for the Improvement of the Coloured Population. 

In the preceding chapters of this work, I have ^ven 
many illustrations of the injuries inflicted upon the 
native tribes of South Africa, and I must add a few 
more to the catalogue before closing the present volume. 
In my remarks on the return to the Honourable the 
House of Commons on Mr. Buxton's motion^ I had 
occasion to advert to the Reports of his Majesty's Com- 
missioners of Inquiry^ in support of my statement ; and 
in pursuance of my present object, I shall, in this and 
in the following chapters, take the Uberty of referring 
to the same authority. It has afforded me particular 
pleasure to have had the opportunity of referring so 
frequently as I have done to the statements and opi- 
nions of the Commissioners with approbation. In docu- 
ments like their Reports, however, embracing such a 
vast variety of detail, it would be unreasonable to 

expect accurate information on every point; and if I 

u 2 
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shall l^ftve occa^ipn^ in future, to correct.^y i»5uJrV|^rjt- 
ency into which they may have feUen, in . their ^t*te- 
m^nts, I shall feel that I am injured, if it is oonstrued 
into disi^espect to them, or if it is ascribed to any oih^ 
motive than that which arises from the intereist I take 
in the cause of suflFering humanity. 

His Majesty's Commissioners of Inquiry did not visit 
the northern frontier of the colony, or the tribes beyond 
it ; and it cannot be disrespectful to them to say tba<i 
in the following passage in their Reports, they ipust 
have received their information from ignorant or inter- 
ested observers : 

' , ^^The pursuits of the people to whom the occupatioH 
of tractSj under the name of " Request Places," \^m 
been granted by the magistrate of the district^ and 
which are yet uuconfirmed and unsurveyed, consist, 
altogether^ of grazing sheep and cattle during certain 
parts of the year^ and keeping up an illicit trade m 
fire-arms and gunpowder, with the Griquas and Bcr 
chuaiia tribes, who, under the guidance of elective 
chiefe, and assemblies of the most popular form and 
structure^ are endeavouring to establish an ascendan9y 
over their remoter brethren ; and at the saine tjm?;, .i» 
main tain a war of extermination against the unfortiujat^ 
Bushmen, who have no property to lose. To ibe^p 
ravages have been attributed the deplorable ?t9i,i;e. of 
distress, to which many of these tribes have Jbe^n r^^ 
duced^ and which liave led numbers to seek refMgei aiKl 
subsistence in the colony, where they have I?een appi;eq,-. 
ticed to those colonists who are not slave-owners/' , 

Tlie BechuanaSj, who have had any inte^rcourse with 
the colony, have never, in one instance, by tl^, mj^ns( 
flmiished by an illicit traffic, or by any ojtbjef^ ii^e^?aj 
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dttettVpfted' to establish an ascendancy over the native 
trtbcs here described ; and while they, themselves, have 
been snflFerers by the disturbances to which allusion is 
iniHe, they had no share in the transactions by which 
so many of their countrymen have been ruined TTie 
real cause of the distress of the Bechuanas, who are here 
described as having^come into the colony seeking refuge, 
and likewise the manner in which they were brought 
into the colony, have been related in a former chapter 
hi this volume, and the statements then made, were 
famished me by the Bergenaars themselves, and are 
corroborated by an official document of Mr. Melvill's, 
transmitted to the colonial office in Cape Town, while 
the Commission's of Inquiry were upon the spot. 
What we have stated in defence of the Bechuanas is 
equally applicable to the Griqua tribes, down to the 
period at which Mr. MelvUl was settled among them as 
the agent of government. The Griqua chiefs, so far 
from having contributed, in any measure, to bring upon 
the Bechuanas the distress described by the Commis- 
sioners, brought all the distress upon themselves and 
upon their people which they have since suflFered, by 
their lattempts to put a stop to the plundering expedi- 
tions of the Bergenaars and the nefej-ious traffic carried 
on between them and the colonists. After having 
warned the Bergenaars against continuing the plunder- 
ing expeditions, and finding' that these warnings had no 
effect, ^ey attacked them, took several thousand' head 
of ciattle from them, rescuing, at the same time, the 
captives they had in their hands, to whom they gave 
the cattle which they claimed ; and this was donp 
titid^r the direction of the government agent, in the 
hope Uiat the colonial government would approve of the 
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measure, and encourage the chiefs in their attempts to 
protect the Bechuana tribes, and preserve the peace of 
the frontier. The Bergenaai-s, by the profitable traffic 
they were carrying on with the colony, had, by this 
time, become powerful, and a retaliation was threatened. 
Mr. Melvill and the Griqua chiefs, finding that they had 
pow brought themselves into a perilous situation, pro- 
posed to renew their application to the colonial govern- 
ment for encouragement and assistance. With this 
view, Mr. Melvill and Waterboer, the chief of Griqua 
Town, visited Cape Town, and Mr. Melvill was very 
much astonished, on his admission to the colonial office, 
to find there a Captam Bonamy, who had been employed 
as a land-surveyor in the Bushman country, and who, 
it appeared, had travelled to Cape Town to defend the 
conduct of the Bergenaars. It is impossible to look at 
this circumstance and not ask how the colonists should 
have shown so much zeal in supporting this banditti ? 
The special pleadings of this gentleman were very soon 
silenced by the facts and witnesses Mr. Melvill had to 
produce. 

At the close of this interview, which took place on 
the 25th November, 1824, Mr. Melvill was required to 
furnish the governor with a written statement, in refer- 
ence to the subject under discussion. In compliance 
with this request, he drew up a document which is dated 
17th December, and was delivered into the colonial 
government on the same day. From fhis official papery 
we made some extracts, which will be found at page 
82 of the present volume^ and we shall avail ourselves 
of a few more extracts from the same article, which will 
be found sufficient for my present purpose. They must 
satisfy every unprejudiced reader, that the disorders on 



AND REPBESBNTATION TO OOVERNBfENT. S95 

the frontier of the colony^ adverted to by the Commis- 
sioners^ did not originate in the ambition of the Griqua 
ohiefs< 

^^ The difficulty of introducing regulations among a 
people rising into civilization is^ I believe^ universally 
acknowledged. These difficulties were felt when at- 
tempting to introduce the regulations approved by 
government among the Griquas ; one of the difficulties 
is, that aU the family connections of an oflFender join in 
protecting him from punishment; and owing to this, 
the chiefs no sooner attempted to punish an individual 
for a crime, than he fled to the Bergenaars and found 
protection, and very frequently his connections went away 
with him. While the Bergenaars were thus encourage 
ing these deserters, they strengthened themselves to 
resist all law and authority. I know of instances of 
criminals who have been immediately pardoned, to 
prevent them and their family connections from running 
over to the Bergenaars. 

^^ In reference to the danger or advantage likely to 
arise from abandoning or supporting the people under 
the chiefs, I think it my duty to make a few observations. 
The Griquas are now divided; the most respectable part 
have expected support, and expressed their attachment 
to the colonial government. This party, with their 
chief j are still willing to remain connected with the co- 
lony, and to enforce the laws and regulations approved 
of by government. The other party, taking offence at 
various causes already mentioned, began to show their 
disaffection at an early period, and left Griqua Town, 
and the other places, to reside in the mountains : since 
that time, numbers have joined ihem, and their party 
is every day strengthening. They reside within a few 



hquf^ Twte of (be cotony, have cenetant ;i«tewoiifi« mik 
the pqlonUtej and ajre carrying w d^predfttioua amoog 
(h^ n^ve tribei^-^by wWch thousands.ef these wretch^ 
people are conipdled to wander about in quest <^ 91^7 
^ipt^ijicp ; and, moie desperate than the wildest Busht 
men^, are under the necessity of pUindering others w 0^ 
perishing of hunger. Under these circomstances^ can 
there be any doubt which of these parties it is the intererst 
of the colony to support ? By assisting the Griqua 
chiefe and their adherents, the colonial goyernment will 
afford encouragement to a people living under good 
regulations, preserve the peace of the frontier^ maintain 
a good understanding with all the Bechuana tribei^ be- 
yond the Orange river, who look to the Griqua chia& 
as their friends and benefactors, and promote civiliza^ 
t'^on^ and all its fruits. By supporting the Bergenaa^rs, 
the Griqua chiefs will become discouraged, and be in 
dariger of being irritated; while the Bergenaars, who 
are the secret enemies of the colony, will acquire strength 
by. every new expedition ; and, by the accession pf all 
disorderly characters and deserters from the colony, th^ 
will spread terror and desolation all around, and wiU 
Pf ecludjB th? possibility of penetrating into the interioi?. 
This ^tate of things could not be suflered t(^ continoe : it 
ippst ultimately call for the interference of gpyernmenti 
^nd a con^mando, will not then easily remove the evil, . 
^^I do not state these things from any pr^i^diee 
ag^l^st the Bergenaars as individuals, buifrom^asQV^ 
pf duty, to poiAt Qut the danger to which the fr<)nti#r 
may, in future bp exposed, and the means of avoixj^giti 
by the adoption of suitable measures at the present in^r 
poft^^t crisis, As to the .dependence or, indi^pend^nce 
pf the.Qriquas, I lyeg leave to say^ ^t the rel^tiqnithftt 
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i^'ito ^bdi^ betireen them and the colony should be 
well' icK)iisid^red and well understood on both sides. — 
W^tferbber and the other chiefs wish to be connected 
T^ltti ftie colonial government, and will object to nothing 
that lis t^asonable. After what has been said of these 
fehiiefe; it surely cannot be necessary to recommend them 
to the protection and liberality of the government. 
They devote their time and their talents, and keep 
themselves poor, to promote good order among the 
people, and keep up tl^eir attachment to the colony, 
Hie^rery enemies of Waterboer have but two complaints 
i^ainst him ; and those proceed from his love of order, 
and his zeal to keep and support a good understanding 
bietweai the people and the colonial government. Those 
who have left Griqua Town; and cry out against him, 
when speaking to the landdrost, or others about him, 
blame him for his severity; but the greatest part of their 
hatred, I am convinced, arises from his wish to keep on 
good 1«rms with the colony. 

^^ I would beg to suggest, that the landdrosts of the 
frontier districts be instructed to give the government 
agent prompt support in cases of emergency. The 
rttere circumstance of this being known would have all 
the desired eflfect, and deter their enemies from attacking 
them. And it would be advisable, in the present diffi- 
ciAty, for the landdrost to acquaint the Bergenaars, and 
otbets connected with them, with the intentions of go- 
vernmfenton this subject; and that no privileges whatever 
ihduld b^ granted but through the recommendations of 
the-<Mefs, and when approved of by the government 
afgeiit'.'*^ 

' -II i& not my intention to offer an apology for the 
teeisttrtsiof Mr, Melvill at GriquA ToWii, ortb'dfeferid 
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the attack, which has been already noticed^ af the chi^^ 
Waterboer» upon the Bei^naans ; but the appointmeat 
and influence of Mr. MelviU had given rise to tiie mea- 
sures in question ; and we must not forget that Mr. 
Melvill was, at that time^ the accredited agent of the 
colonial government. When there was no political 
agent among the Griquas^ the chiefs looked up to the 
missionaries^ who, of course^ were always advocates for 
peace; and, whatever parties might divide the Grit 
quas, the missionaries were looked upon as friends by 
all ; but, after the appointment of a government agent, 
the chiefs looked up to the agent of government for 
direction, and the peaceable advice of the missionaries 
had now no longer any wdght. 

The authority of the missicniaries being supers 
seded by the appointment of a political agent to that 
station, the colonial government, from that moment, 
became responsible for the effects which might follow. 
If the colonial government was not called upon to swic- 
tion the proceedings of Mr. MelviU, nor of Waterboer, 
who acted under his influence, it might have retraced its 
steps, and have recalled its agent or appdnted another; 
but I am far from satisfied with the view the government 
took of this subject after the division took place, which 
was the result of Mr. MelvilPs appointment. When 
Mr. MelviU informed the colonial government of what 
had become notorious over the whole colony, that the 
Bergenaars had been greafly strengthened since their 
secession frcHn Griqua Town ; fliat they were coUeoting 
to themselves all the outiaws and runaways from the 
colony ; that they were attacking the defenceless tribeSi 
of the Bechuanas, and robbing them of their young 
people and cattle ; that they had opened a conimband 
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trade with the colonists, which was carried on with great 
activity ; and that they were threatening the destruction 
of Griqna Town ; — it was not then for the government 
to say, this is an a£Bur between the peo{de themselves^ 
we cannot interfere. The interference of the govemr 
ment^ in the appointment of Mr. Melvill, made it a duty 
to interfere in this case. The first interferenoe had 
kindled a fire which it was the duty of the colonial go- 
vernment to assist in extinguishing. Independent of 
this consideration, the very notice of the trade carried 
on by the Bei^enaars with the colonists called for its 
immediate attention ; and, had it been promptly sup* 
pressed by the colonial government^ a thousand evils 
would have been prevented which now threaten the mis- 
sionaries on the boundaries of the colony, and have 
given rise to disorders which had been kept upder by 
the missionaries for fifteen years previous to this period. 
The circumstances under which the boundary line of 
the. colony has been extended, and is still extending, are 
as alien to the interests of the colony as they are inju- 
rious to the natives. While the spirit of encroachment^ 
which has swallowed up so many thousand miles of the 
Hottentot and Bushman country, and brought so many 
calamities upon the unoffending natives^ has been the 
means of greatly increasing the expenses of the colo- 
nial government, it has greatly deteriorated the cha- 
racter of the parties concerned, and must still put the 
government to great additioned expense, or induce them 
to connive at the continuance of those disorders which 
are so disgraceful to a civilized country. The habits 
which have been formed in the boors by their numerous 
expeditions against the Bushmen^ the property which 
has been acquired by maiay of those who have been 
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engaged in Ihis system of robbery , joined t(i tiieii^ 
raoteness <sS tbeir situation from the seats <^ ttvdgik 
£traey> which has broken them c^ as so many'infsul^^ted 
fragments from the civilized influence of sociely^ mSi nxi» 
make it difficult for the colonial government to confine^ 
wiiMn those Ibnits which the finances of the cokmy ifend^ 
necessary^ the restless i^irits which have been indulg»€fal 
in carrying on the war of extermioation they bav^ 
waged against the natives till they have fdrgotten tshat 
the snffierers are men^ or tiiat they have civir rights 
like those . tribes witli whom war is regarded lis'theif 
dbief and favouiite occupation^ unless they are engaged 
in plundering expeditions, they will feel as if they W"efe 
without their natural idiment Difficult as it nmy be^ 
impose salutary checks under such circnmstancesy it is 
not impossible; and government must do ii speedily^ 
and with a firm hand^ or the disease will increase^ iUI 
ev^ other method of cure must give pUce to despe^ 
rate, remedies. Let us hear what Ms Majesty'^ 0^ 
nri^sioners say on this subject. ; ^ 

f^ There are, boivever, some other circumst&neesy 
arising from the local situation of the district of Woi-ces-' 
ter^ to which we feel it our duty to call your Lordifehip'^ 
attention in this place. A considerable portion' of tte 
nor&em and^astern part of this distekit, denominated the 
Bokkeveldand the Niemweid, are situated at a AstattCe 
of three or lour days' journey from Tulbagh. They haV6 
beeni gradually, and^; as it were, imperceptibly^ dccupiiid;' 
forinra^ertain periods of the year, by people who derft^ 
their support from grazing large herd* df cattle upon 
tines stunted bearbage ^nd shmbs of the i^atns, in ^hM 
tiae supply of moisture, eitiiei* fiV)m rain or fWmi fepri^fgsj 
is ssi^certain^ thirt they aue perpetU8fiy'Se*ki*g M^W 
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kif mW tmctsi or disputing with each other^ orhviih.tite 
AHtivje tribes, about the aooess to accideniid deposits; 
iwd, in.the winter season^ are compeUed. to resort .to 
th&i fSsins of the Karroo, sitaated ou the 8outbera< side 
^ the mountainous ridges; as well as to avoid tiie 
CMild temperature, which is suflBcientiy severe to injure ^ 
iheir, flocks and herds, ami to suspend v^netation. The 
progressire occuf^on of these tracts has induced the 
formation of a new fronti^ line^ within which> we be^ 
lieye^ it is intended to include a considerable portion of 
those that are situated on the Sack river^ and which 
have^ until the last eight or ten years, been the oooa-^ 
eional resort ^f that unfortunate race of men oaHed 
f BoBGhnoen/ and a small number of a mixed race 
i^alled 'Bastaards.' 

*^ Without anticipating what we have to detail upon 
this subject^ we beg kave here to state^ that unauthorized 
i^^mpts are stiU made by the inhabitants of this remote 
district to possess themselves of any portions of land 
that they find necessary for the support of &eir flo^s ; 
and rby which we fear that tracts whidi are very unpro- 
ductive liave been added to the colonial tenitory, and 
^1^ iqoap^ble of cNraying the expenses of its adminin 
sfcT?ttiQn^'* ' 

.,,Ia the ftbove extrads from the Repoirts, &Ci, iwefaove 
aiQothev. illustration^ in addition to the mady alreid^ 
gi^^Uy pf : the destruotive rage with whack the com*- 
iifa^o .system has been cairied on against the Bush** 
lapij^ .sinoe. the\ abolition of oar missions among that 
P(?pple^: And the mani^er in whjch they speak of 
^9iiPf9ffre^eive oeeupation of this country arid of thei 
Bn^o^ them an '' uoibrtunate i^e d£ 

ij}ep>{'-4?i)fty^, $, Del^etioft; upon the ,^»dadb^^te9^^ 
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honoarable to their humanity^ whidi inO'easM oar 
regret that tiieir details (here referred to) on these sub- 
jects should be longa* withheld from the puUie. 

The opinion I have already stated from my own 
knowledge of Hie habits of the colonists^ and from nu- 
merous facts which have come under my observation^ 
that there is no prospect^ on the present system^ of pre- 
venting the boors from spreading themselves over a 
still wider extent of the country than that which they 
at present occupy to the ruin of the native tribes be- 
yond them^ receives additional confirmation from the 
extracts we have here quoted. Notwithstanding tiie 
extensive territory which^ on the showing of the Com^ 
missioners, has been lately measured out to tbem^ they 
add^ — '^ We beg leave here to state that unauthorized 
attempts are still made by the inhabitants of this re- 
mote district^ to possess themselves of any porticms of 
land that they find necessary for the support of their 
flocks^*' &c. 

When I see so much to approve as I do in the ex* 
tracts on which I am commenting^ I am sorry to be 
obliged to notice any thing which forces me to find 
fault ; but I should not be doing justice to my subject 
if I allowed the word ** unauthorized/' used in tiiis 
sentence^ to pass without a remark. 

Why should the Commissioners have said that the 
attempts which are still making by the boors in this 
district, to possess themselves of the land still left to the 
natives, orunoccupied, are ummthorixed? Can attempts 
of this nature^ made under the eye of the magistrates of 
the district, and with their concurrence, be said with 
any propriety to be unauthorized ? In my last journey 
throii^h part of this country in 1825, 1 met with a 
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fKumber of respectable families of the description of 
people calkd Bai^aards» in the very circumstances the 
Commissioners have described. I found diem very de* 
cmkly dotbed, and in possession c^ cattle^ and ws^g'ons^ 
and other property^ and they had a sufficient number of 
trained (Men to assist me in my journey till I reached 
the first farm-houses on the road possessed by the co- 
lonists. A party of these people, consisting of eight or 
ten young men, having heard that I was in Ihe country, 
met me at a place occupied by one of the same people, 
to consult with me respecting their situation. At the 
very time that they were in conversation with me, they 
pointed out t^me a large herd of cattle bdonging to a 
field-cornet, grazing the pasture from which their own 
cattle had been driven ; and they had all received or* 
ders to quit that part of the country. The situation of 
these people was particularly trying : from their infancy 
tiiey had lived in peace among themselves ; they had 
a good character from the farmers nearest to them ; — 
they had never had a missionary among them, but 
they had a person who had been bred at a missionary 
station, who acted as a schoolmaster to their families, 
and they could read and write. The natives of Britain 
could not have felt more at being ejected from the land 
of their fathers and driven into exile than these people 
appeared to feel on this occasion ; and what added to 
their perplexity was this, that, owing to the occupation 
<rf the other parts of the country by the boors, they ap- 
peared to have no alternative lefl them but to fall 
into a state of bondage, or to go with their cattle to the 
other Side of the Orange river, where they would be 
liable to all the uncertainties to which life and property 
are at present exposed in that region by the plundering 



^J(p^4itipp& ojf tke, Beir^a»^ , i .^^ a^t^is^tinoO the 

t^pr^ipgi jof th^ 4iBtriqJt qf , QewJSori: / \ MilS^^tlH^ iforte 

.pp^idq^ tbajt. people of colour: bf^HrQrjri^Htjicli^tiiwi^ 
ojf , W*t^r ifi the oawjptry tf .feey. .w&wflfied§d^ %) tlte^d- 
Iwist^, If.tl^se terms w6i*ft lijmAihyt/ih^j^mfii- 
^Qik^^t^a awreea tojli^ eol^wi-^y^i^Wfiftferl 01% 
appeal to an admission of. t^^if owf* Jift;ttm>jrejr8r»t»fl- 
teoQe.ow wbiohl.b^va b^^;i3emftrkiiif,,lfe|rji<^e>«rf- 
jfiftwp^ of; t^^ .|iij(?ce4»g fit|Wtu?^i,^^tf 4b«.i^^awfi3 
Jtipi»fn.4a tJ^eaiithat th^ ftiwaflitr^fwQfife.jat.tljwi^te^^ 
making, WMjh atteinpts, it, could; ift@t b^ mjiwsPWft toiil)& 
.p(4pp»l gov^ninm^t ; andasiugle: Use; {Wmr4Heieeft»- 
iv^l office to t^e taa^dro^of B^s|u[f(H^ w/0«(^4i^ejtii- 
^^^f jEBi^allf^d the field-<5orde^ to their ,d«tyi^fl*fi 
havft aflforded tho natives all tlierprote0ti0i»jA^yiiKi- 
qnired> to ^eoure to tl^ai the. pe^mbjo; pdi5sj»«6oiii(|f 
amt fwmx^, . It . inraa in tim SBiaa MtttKuitJrianeilf' 
naimer thai the .^Mrniers of thdiiBDkleRieM ^fooi'jdfe 
Nieuiwveld' proceeded ppogrda^efy^ta^ito <)«smpatm 
df the Bia^hmaa country ; hut; tl^ botenial tgt)9ver]Bnirftot 
ki»w £dUi the timd tiie progmss.ihByY^etemMm^mBi 
wlim they had deared the ammtrf ef Jits iidUitttairtr^ 
tka^aoM govemi»wt confinn^.to titan ^iiteifittki^- 
tkm« aiKl by the formation of a uemfwrtim^^imbi^^eiL' 
dudied the fonuer om»pants &om^anyl^lsMiotl «f sk«B 
amoa^ ti^fOi^vr possms^s. The kiiovi4ed|f8)((rf w^m- 
-eaoe is essential to its cui^i aed 1 haT»^fi» Jbefo^^lf.^^ 
ihkig^ bain^ done to dbeck t^ ;nBit*d«n»sisys)hMH|«ii) 
bag as^ii ia befev^ in Ekg^Mid tha{tiilltiHi.3ev<ik» with 
layt k ^ ia a«offl»panied have ikm ^oriffamia^^uii tuHm- 



' ' i OoiuA^enng the -preseat opjfreteed ' sfete of the na- 
tives oi SiUth AAica j the manner in M*feh the atten- 
tion of 'hi» Maj^ty'^CSottimisslohers was diiwted id this 
rabj^si (nreviotia to^tfacir embarkatbn for the Oajie 6f 
Gojo4 Hopo ; the nirtnenms docnments put into their 
handfif on Iheir arrival; on that subject ; the time^hich 
tbeir intestigationB on this point occupied them ; and 
tiie msulated passagtes in their published r^ofts on the 
govertunent and the finances of tiie cdony wWch ife 
have quoted^ and on which we have made our com- 
fnents, — our iteaders will expect, before closing- this 
volume, to hear whetker they have recommended any 
plans for amoUorating the condition of the natives, and 
what they are ; and we shall endeavour to satisfy them 
on the sufcject as far as we have it in our power. We 
have already apologised for the Commissioners for hav- 
ing said so little on the state of the natives, by remark- 
ing flmt their reports on that subject have not yet been 
pdbfished, and that those statements, which WB have in 
the report bdbreus, appear to have be^n introduced 
i& anin^eixtal way c^^, firom thdir cMnection wiCh 
<4Jb«^ sidiigects ; and it is necessary to keep thi^ dr- 
eiBnstaiiQe in view to aeeonnt for their havkig said so 
vw^ little on this impwtant branch of dieir inqunes. 
AH ihai they h«^e said ob this subject is oontimMd 
wkhki tvieoty lines (rf* their report ; but we shall not fisd 
fiodt wi& ihem for this defiobncy, »» th^r c^bial 
€ammunioQi^&)M on this head have not been pnblkli^, 
«od bee^nse what they hme said meets with^mr appro- 
faatiiMu It tBBSf be ptoper, however, to ppemise, that 
vm^ sure wmkk better pleased with what we are 1^ to 
ittfer 6om thdr recommendations <han wUh any tldag 
in them of a specific mfbaae. Havk^ Mrtatod iJue pio- 
vision they recommend to be made for the odcmial 
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elergy, and for tte building of chardies> flWi, *hey 
give us their views respecting the means to be adcq[fted 
for the improTement of the coloured popafantioii^ i& ihe 
following terms :*— *^ With a view to eKteiid tiie beii&^ 
fits of this provision to the coloured inhabitant of tte 
colony in general^ we recommend that, in aU instaoeM 
in which applications may be made by any mitnber of 
families of Hottentots, Bosjesmen, or Makys, dr of 
any other class of coloured people settled within flie 
colony, or on application being made by clergymen ot 
missionaries on their behalf, for asi^stance to be afiforcted 
to them in acquiring the meaiis of instruction and reli* 
gious communion, a reserve should be made of land iii 
the parish in which they propose to settle or reside, 
and a distinct allotment should be attached as glebe^ 
for the support of a clergyman or teacher ; that a pro- 
portionate salary be assigned to such person, and that 
five hundred pounds be appropriated from the revenues 
of the colony for the erection of a plain church and 
school, to which they might contribute whatever it may 
be within their own power to afford, in aid of the esta- 
blishment/' 

What particularly pleases me in the above extract 
is not the purpose of extending the privilege of a pro*- 
vision of this nature to the natives in their present con- 
dition, for in their present circumstances it Would be a 
nullity to them, but the indication which it affords that 
the Commissioners must have recommended to his Ma- 
jesty's government such a change in their condition as 
Would put it into their power to avail themselves of 
such a provision. In their present condition, the na- 
tives have no choice as to the place of their abode ; 
they are entirely in the hands of the colonists and the 
local authorities of the colony, and are liable to be ap- 
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pidbended as vagabonds if they are found without a 
written pass. Even in the English district of Albany^ 
und» the authority of an English magk^trate^ they are, 
TOcording to the most recent letters I have had from 
that part of the colony, seized by that officer's orders, 
aad disposed oi by him among his friends, as if they 
were so many slaves he bad purchased by the invest- 
meat of Ws personal prq)erty** 

* lAie following extfact ^f a letter (dated September, 1827) 
from an English Emigrant in Albany, and the forcible commentary 
npoR it^whkh have jnst been furnished to me by my worthy fnend 
ibe Rev John Campbell, exhibit BXk apt illustration of the state of 
things still existing in that part of the colony : — 

" Mr. still retains his propensity for strong drink. It 

has reduced him to one of the meanest situations a European can 
hold in this place. He is an understrapper in the police — his 
business is to take into custody all stray Hottentots^ for which 
he is allowed nine-pence per head — and to take criminals to and 
from government works. This office is in about the same repute as 
hangman in England." [The following is Mr. Campbell's Com- 
mentary.] 

"^ Stray JShtkntot means a Hottentot who chuses to go on a 
visit to a friend, a few or more .miles from his own residence with- 
out a pass, or written permission so to do. Yet Hottentots are 
declared to be free by the Cape government — like the French 
who invaded Holland, professedly to deliver them fh)m the thral- 
dom of the stadhokJer, and to put them in possession of perfect 
liberty. But while they wer« always proclaioging to the Dutch that 
Uiey were a free nation, they were reducing them to poverty, forcing 
their young men into the French army, and thus depriving them of 
their national existence. What would an Englishman in Chelsea 
think of a foreign power which had seized the reins of government^ 
tnd prodaimed the population to he free, yet he found he durst not 
visit a friend at Hammersmith without a pass from a justice of 
peape, or expose himself to capture, imprisonment, whipping, and 
then to hard labour for four or five years, for a small pittance, while 
his wife and children w6re starving at home ? This is the liberty 
England gives to Hottentots in their own country. — ^J* C." 

X 2 
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tSirt^er Remarks 6n the ^Report of'the Cotmnfssion^rs brthqiittf.l^ 
' WUnt brfiyrtij)atliy In the Loci! Mtt^rstrttejr ^^ ^^'e6\6did 
^ Rae^s, and their ^^Onstant tenn{>tatlo»» uttdi^r ih^ lefxi^liii^ ^ i^jfs^tki 
^ to ort>^fe«s them.— N^bes*ity fop cotifertingAttJ^^pttlit^'ttf dta 
• ^viM^ dn this Abodginea^ ui Drdenitfa&iiJthe cdnttmpiiwmi 
feelings of the priyilegred classes 40wWTd«, th(9lo^.«nAjt ^\^JM^ 
\ •ft«oSB«^44l^«iabrk8 om ^the thedij^?! ofl^ diwfrtitypf.m^}* "* 
:.tifcce»'«f Bieii.of ijifferent p<doiirStT-Cv(»i!0|U3 jCO^cufri?flc^ W 
, , ' similaff opin^ns ampi^. Ewiop^ap Cploi^ist^ apd, 3lay^iho^^?;^<-r: 
^f CQn]|p(arifl9n.be^we^n. the Britop?, ip. Oa^s^r's time, ^nd the 
,,^Uyfs, pf ^oi^th Africa, in purs.-r-The natural love o^ freedom 
J. i^ot. Ie98 strong in .the Bushman ;than^ the Briton^ — Examples.— 
, itemark of Africaner, -r-Character and Condition of the Bechujipi 
BelUgees pow in the Cplony.— Easy and equitable plan of pro- 
curing free labourers from the native tHbes. — Oppression has 
■' not' improved ttie Hbtteritots— let us rio^ ti^ J\istice.-^^^^ 
' restbi-ation of fheli- just rights to tfee Aborigines Wi!f cl^fete 
all classes of the inhabitants, and put aii end td the^ dis<li6et» b^ 
^ * Uite Northern fhMie^.---OoncliicKh^ Ibiftarks on ihU siibj^i 

^^ ^ ndtffai^ks: w^ > have ^ade in > the preoe&iip dsapter 
W|)ioiytl|e'^rdviBloti8 which his'MaJ€sty?i^!iq3ii|nntesi^ 
^{)pOs(^'tobeinadb forthe teligtioosiiiHstfuotioil q^^^ 
itfatfVei^r^^ etjually a^licaUe ito the boggeationsieod- 
Halfa^d'bi anpther- passage now. heforeusi withiddtsdifr 
fef6nbe;«^hftt it gfeneraliie*^Wie'*|miiei^efo«'iwIpch'^^ 
^Btr^JH^ed 'their recoAtn^ hitvetp^ot^eedod^and 

leads ud' to infer thafc they hav^i^cofamiendedf Zip lite 
:^^g^^0iiMt^at'4iDm^, 4hat the 8smie;miiriL righ^j^hduld 
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be extended to the coloured population in every part 
of the colony. *' However distant the hope may be 
of eflFecting the concentration of these scattered co- 
lonists^ we cannot help, urging the appointment of a 
person invested with magisterial authority ; and by 
sybft!^, jpfljoenqe some chsipge ma,y he eflfectpd in theii* 
l^wJle3s>hQJbitS)s ^od soxfifi protection and encoumgem^nt 
I^Qi^de^h^Ovthecoloiired mce^ who have ^ug^t it^ .^d 
ftre aiG^iiud^wiUing to beccnne permanent occu{4er$i of 
lanidy^rHto ^tle in villages, and then^ oto eater iato 
service! iw <sbort periods/^ 

' Merely to change the barbarous name of a flekUKMmet 
inter thjat of k jtf^ice of the peace; might be agreeable 
enofa^ to the ear of an Englfc&hman ; but that might 
easily be done withbiit eff6ctihg any chailge in Ihecdn- 
dition of the natives. All the care which coiildr^be 6hi- 
ploy^ed 'to select men to fill such an office^ (In thM part 
pf th<5 country in which they would be called to reside,) 
)yl^o ffiigliit bje supposed to have less sympathy with the 
faitnejT^ than the Jipcd authpritie? npw ip liiose districts, 
mil jafiwd jjo swurity against oppression wJbile the 
pree^ent system^ is allowed tp remaia. , 

Ei>pt0 ilaie pemoBali iiitereourse I have bad with his 
Majesty's Compaissioners, and from the opinion I have 
fot^^idd of' Ibeirxsliafffii^ters ^aaad good feeUogsitofwrncb: tf|6 
wimmsA i spopuMtii^j I/feeli cionfident i th^t . ijn^f t wx^ 
i»^dr iianrenfeQQmmeodejd thisit'snc^ aiiproviaon^a^ h^ 
4DGm^(m0Bttpped dhoiiid be ma^ ibr the i<fjilg^a$^ji]^ 
^tixietidn) of that natively /except ^H^^h^ ) Auppo^On) ih^ 
4heifr^ij(pcsfiot i4iam$riw^ be. fefpkeni mfld^thfrf; tj}^ 
hrouJflvStt rfotwe/ hh Allowed to. dhoo^ * fc* rtb^nj^i^j^as 
#fe(jtlierfa»fcjwhii8bfthey'migbt d/&dire^ttoirQ»d^, ^{)t; ,1 
bhil^^^befkarciirafitairaes iniwhibh j^<n(t^ie9riam£B^^, 
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it must be evident to every oto, wko has paid atten- 
tion to what has been said of them in these volmaes^ 
that such a reoommendation^ on any other principle 
than that which we have stated* would induce & 8»- 
picion as to the object of the Commissioners in framing 
it, which, I am happy to say, receives no countenance 
from their published reports, and is at perfect vstfiance 
with all I have seen of them when I had the honour of 
their acquaintance at the Cape of Good Hope *. 

As matters stood at the Cape some years ago, it was 
quite sufficient to exclude a man from office, and from 
all chance of preferment, if it was known that he did 
not sympathize with the farmers, and had any particu- 
lar leaning toward the natives ; and whatever change 
for the better may have since taken place in the admi- 
nistration of the Cape government, I believe it would 
be difficult to find one man in ten who would accept of 
such an appointment, who would not speedily learn to 
sympathize with the colonists in all their feeUngs, and 
become the apologist of all their measures. 

While, in the following extracts, we are ftimished 
with an illustration of the opinion we haVe advanced as 
to the small chance of any advantage to the natives 
which such an appointment might afford, it directs us 
to one of those evils in our colonial system, which has 
long tended to retard their improvement, and the im- 
provement of the colony itself. 

^^ In later periods, military officers, retired bn the 

^ In speaking of his Majesty's Commissioners, I wish it to he 
understood that I speak of J. T. Bigge, Esq,, and M^op Cole- 
brooke. W.. Blair, Esq., whose name is also attached to several 
of the reports, did not arrive in the colony till I was on the eve of 
leading it to return to EnglauS. 
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hftli^ay of their corps, have, in some iastanceg, been 
sdeeted for the sitiiatbn of Landdrosts^ and^ to a certain 
degree^ superseding the claims of the junior civil 
servsmts who have passed through the subordinate 
branches. If^ however, the former had the advantage 
of being exempt from feelings and prejudices of a local 
nature towsu*ds the coloured classes of the population^ 
yet from the circumstance of their engaging in agricul- 
tural pursuits^ (which, from the smallness of their sala- 
ries, and the annexation of land to their residencies, 
they have been more or less induced to do,) it has been 
observed that, when long established, they have im- 
bibed^ in as strong a degree as any of the natives^ the 
desire of maintsdning the policy by which the int^^sts 
and the existence (we may be allowed to add) of the 
coloured race have been rendered subservient to their 
own/' 

This monstrous anomaly, which was unknown in the 
colonial jurisprudence of the Romans, and not admitted^ 
till a late period^ into the Dutch colonies, accounts, to 
a certsun extent, for the present degraded state of the 
Cidoured population at the Cape, and for the obstinacy 
with whidi the colonial government has resisted every 
£^ttempt to procure a redress of their grievances, and to 
improve their condition ; but there is another part of 
the samp system yet to be noticed, which is still more 
widely extended in its operation, and which contributes 
g^l more largely and powerfully to the accumulation of 
wretchedness under which the natives of this country 
are suffering. While the love of gain i^all continue to 
exercise a greater influence over the minds of men than 
the love of justice, and mutual interests in any parti- 
cular pl^ss of society shall give rise to mutual sympa- 
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oftihepmeticb deprecated bjritheOotnttiitsiofiebs miaitfi 
eectool^ilxMildi nbt Ml iti prbdboefiliensiiseluevcidsc^ffcfalii^ » 
they have ascribed to it ; but the love of ^iiwxkitroiteii 
pQW^er^My;^faBrii< the^jireseni Donditioti fof tfaeitiaiiiiiestftas 
fHniisheiltiie colonial aathoritiei^viivithithe tne^bf^^^BHi 
tifytng^ to sa todioufi ah ^ad^ntasihaB heewiunfbldedim: 
theseivolumes^ has^ perfaapsy c^dntiibut^ noue tol hiHi 
creatnahflTperpetQate tiidr tmsufeirable b^ than^ 

tlie icnfavaigs'iof Btrirke^ or any'^ci^cioHytof iitteRres6' 
beAvrp^'tlifmand<ltos(K)kmdm^ "uj ^ilt 

'viTbe^itnttsdi^ter advantage ^imved'fitim the forc^* 
aodoehtopr Jmbcnir of the datives oannoilly > be <fdtiiiia^ 
pdnrBnM >de^li^ by sttcfa^of ihe'ri»g;btiBl^ 
iiiitii^tisiYB &avtmg eoneems ; but ithe power df diqk^ > 
iRgi^ttbe; natives I and thetr iaboury acooi^ding td their 
oxi!n;pleaJ3nre> iiritbaut any assured control apon ihelr^ 
adkiiDniSi isiifi^.by aU^--^uid wi^as inudhfinro^iby^thbse 
^i>bd(nial^ ben {supposed^ by their edooalion^ toifd^eoo* 
empfasd'irom colonial prejndice&, aiid torbe rais^; by 
th«ur ' GbomiBtaJDises i ib life/ above the temptatwip of 
stipliorting^ &^ i^steih tlor the paltry Igain ihi^ mafy 
anqijireibyfitv asiit Ss by daoh as have lb0eitisGli>o&QQldi](<i 
tUeieelfi^itmnxims^and iofi tiie pairiaalitteataadiantifki'') 
'tl^esiKoC th&i)D(irs. '-'■'' ! • < .^ ', ■^■) -t ....-rjHrtMrrit 

V tWluteifae< iparoeletmatioliB of the c6loii&l goVainmefil} 
clin(bQ^«0B8tnied; asthtty^noiv^ are^ to^suppoit^Mi^moh^' 
straosasidainpftioaoftpipwer ; and'iiiiiiletheimdgistriatcb/ 
ca»>anre^>iin)pi«aon>tand fiog^ibeinatiHres!, aaiaktifimltbcii 
ptdiA^pjGx tiiepncsB^of^eihlabo)H*> asih^ 
custom; enter their families . and dispose of their childisen 
\vj|^ig\jVt!^e gpnsi^pt of ]l;ha ps^ren,t^ ;.giy0Hthp p£^Ipn^,as , 
well as the children to theu? j6*iettdsinaBdiC»[>mp^^^^^ 



mlrttbfr ^magistrntes ^dnld atMuntionLy to ta<iliiirtsibii > 
G^tttof)atoimager^nQ^>sfaaMd hj. the «xistiogi antbiuvlies • 

^^/iSnobiisrtheffofinidalte natuire cf the povren tfaattfae; 
raagisios^s >of itiiis > coloay i esLercise cyver both - eolo«- 
niste ibid natlvet^ tihdt-the oonirol they teow liave orcr 
thm laboMrears b£ ibe ODlony snakes themy in a/mea^^ 
smxiy tb^Haiiidifei^c o£ iSte^fortmies of the^r em^oyefs^^i 
n^lKBtnithoHity^wlHfifi plaees. such a hxirgd ppo^rtion of: 
the productive labcfttiiof a tountry at Iheu: disposal^ pots 
iHitQ titenr handsithe ibresld of the master ; a3»d thevti bre 
a^grp^t.pcopoftion of men isdio vToidd bnave, i^isonm: 
di^^^/ceatEgei^: wfae&iUiider « {Kme9fi]l:elBcitetiiieni;^ - 
the>fj^b df a jvioleBti deatti^ whose iDdependenee of spirit i 
MFonld be snbdnedbythe apprebeimioa of' seeing fheiSH' 
""^^^^v^ aad^iheic families cedaced to a ^te of starvatioRw > 
T^^^RN^hipQffiMblB'too the bearings of tfab 

iiQporiiri€^^!^[l^stion> and not feel ifaow^OQueh ibet^be^t' 
iatk!;t8t8<<if /^'^^mii3ts ELraiirvdhredin itsdec^siQm'i 
This ' is ^ I view Iwlttib • his Majesty's . Commiasioiiers • 
bannot t^n sof ihe Bnlgeet; askl I camiot Beaon iiir^iid 
gar6toA>thb^Bnfti6h gcn^rnm^it cati^etnar iitpattingipiii. 
eiHi|itoialsystemrvt^tikdi pc^ fo )ihe> magistrate} «uohf 
temptations to the frequent violation of their (ftaties^: 
plaoesao th^irhaAids) a control over the iqfterests of lihe 
cdonistelMiiic^lino class of m^ should ipdsaess^ and 
\vbkhtii$^iioesitQ^Jaub(ate<)f : coimparbtiiiemroTthlessnesd- 
theft betdssben and rcdtiifatoi^i ai the soil^! 'whl>> > msder - 
otiieiTt<$3iitiimfet£mqmv inight Ih^ome^] liUe xmr ftritiski 

*Tt[is remark fias a 'particular reference to tHe interior bt" (he 
c^Mi}^'^>^B.^i^i^, wKcfe {He inliUfcitdtitJ 'Ar6 pHiicip^ily y^^^tf ^ 
bjiidli*eip^(4J^iliiaitot^li*i((^'ifeltu:-tii ■? ivMi^iuij mij -.n ii'U; 
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pensan^^ the sinows of the gevmunent and the pride 
of the ocMintry • 

Contempt and mjostioe are nearly allied ; and as nwoh 
of the injusttoe done to the natives has arLimi from this 
oaise *, one of the first steps, on the part of the govern- 

* A common observer will soon remark, in South Africa, a con- 
siderable difference in the feelings of the colonists toward the natives 
and the slaves. The slaves are often regarded by the farmers with 
the feelings they cherish toward the other part of the live stock cfA 
their farms ; but the natives are too often viewed as a kind c^ ve»min 
merely, whieh are to be tolerated because they are qseful in grul> 
bing up others of a more destructive nature. These feelings toward 
the natives are not confined to the Dutch colonists, but frequently 
manii^t Uiemselves as strongly in English gentlemen, who have 
been but a few years in the country, as they do in the oldest inhabii- 
mits. This spirit of aQimosity against the natives, in vulgar minds, 
may be easily accounted for ; but it is so little under the influence 
of any known rule, that it is often as powerful, and I may, perhaps^ 
add as whimsical, in its appearances, in the minds of the educated 
classes of society, as it is in those of the rude and illiterate. Ex- 
pressing my surprise one day, that a gentleman, who was an English?' 
man, and an pfficer in ^he British army> and who then filled a civil 
office in the colony, should act with so much barbarity to the natives, 
the gentleman, to whom I made the observation, and who had been 
an officer in the same regiment, remarked — ** I am not at all sur- 
prised at the circumstances to which you advert^ and which I know 
to be tru9« He is ti good facmily man, he is very kind-hearted to the 
colonists, and when he v^as in the Cape regiment he used to doat 
upon every Hottentot who wore the uniform of the regiment, but he 
never could endure the sight of a Hottentot who was not a soldien** 

I Few minds have strength enough to rise above the contempt thrown 
upon a pec^le by invidious and odious regulations ; and tbe diflkrente 
between the Hottentots under pur anny r^Ulations, fmd the sanit 
people under the degrading regulations to which they are subject 

» in their colonial bondage, may have given rise to this peculiar state 
of mind. To the Hottentot soldier he would attach the ideas asso- 
eiated with British valour-^with the Hottentot bondman lie woM 
associate feelings of contempt. ' 
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ment^ iii their fitvour, should be the mtrodnction of stich 
measures as may improve thdr condition, imd teaofa 
their oppressors to respect them. When it shall be seen 
tbat the laws c^ ihe colony make ho distinctiou between 
the proud master and those whom he considers as be- 
longing to an inferior class of beings, the administration 
of an impartial justice will generate, in the breast of the 
former, ideas of a common relationship, and secure for 
the oppressed a milder treatment. 

Such as are acqnainted with the writings of Rousseau, 
Lord Karnes, and other writers belonging to that school, 
are not ignorant of the attempt which has been made, 
in opposition to the Bible, to establish a theory, rq)re* 
renting the human race as derived firom different stocks. 
Apart from the authority on which the Mosaic account 
of the creation of man is built, the consideration of God's 
having made of one blood all the nations of the earth, 
is much more simple and beautifiil, and has a greater 
tendency to promote love and concord among the mem* 
bers of the human family, than that which traces the 
different members of that family to different origins, 
giving rise to invidious distinctions, flattering the pride 
of one class of men, and afibrding a pretext to justify 
the oppressions of another. Had this opinion, which 
we are combating, been perfectly innocuous in its ope- 
ration, or had it been confined to philosophers, we might 
have left it to its fate; but its prevalence, and the use 
whic^ has been made of it, show that it is as hostile 
to the best interests of humanity as it is to the truth of 
Scripture. 

It is a singular fact, that the injuries done to the 
negroes on the western and eastern coasts of Africa, ike 
murders formerly committed by the boors on the Hot*- 
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tmtOtsiaadBuskinenin Sin:^LAfitoaj'andflie^^e'd^fl& 
imiitoffeaiii^ anduied by manf of itfae'ektvei^mtbirt^ffii 
oelohy 6f tfte^Ciape of Good Hope, iireijastifiedlrbir^tys 

Mtmi ibricQccludbig their slaires^and HotiekAt^^fp^m 
thdr {ilaces^ of worship and denyii^ 'themjtkai iai^iXA 6f 
religioQsiifidtraetkHi^ imdi&eyti^ill tett7C«»tid^ 
they are an inferior race of beingtau Askmgleiihitti^ 
ML'tfteldigtckaJQfQabdpn^ whethteafcia^ striding 
by in^ codld nead^ he looked fMBrfedtiyaskmishedf^tAe 
qntsstioii^ ^aod supposed be bad/ i^pnte* satisfied hiyrqae^ 
by^sayqp^; *f^ Siry bd . is a slave >i'' Im (fbeUsame nlkil/ii 
aef] the >€iueltk8 exereised by die Spaniatds «poii> Aie 
Ampiieani^ iwene jostified bylbeir wreiched^ktcA&gigaaml 
by fdenr^Uig^ that the. poor An»ricaiis\^»^^ni6n.be^^ 
tiieyfav«i(&t$d;ibeatds^ the sign of viiriiityj amengi afcbef 
nations. "■- ' %';: - ^^"-uj v; ^kk rivvr-.^i 

^ KWe^aiFejal bom savages^ >wbeih^r'ivi^^ai^b«oi(gfat 
iiito>&dnvvsHidjiin the pqpalomidly/oridi theiodd]^ djbi 
teiit , tiK ii&ithb (diBcif>li»e <^^ducm[tioai^iaiil flw qirouikQ^ 
"klai^ffr ubdfeir whidi we are placed; whicb UH'esie tfa^ 
^dO^feied } betvnfieni tioe rode/ barbartas and iihei ipQlished 
oitizte4rtiie;iIi9^ess .salvage: andi^the dlaniof tHHnhnstf^ 
vaoA :jeittevpi3b€i4tf-tbe iB^ ioftb^ nvqeds >QpMk(tfce«Mtdnir3( 
recluse. -'.•'•'' ■■■'•••■^ ';i*> \:.:hinr4\i*m Lxik 

'1 1 1^^ let' mlmbeH of cfaildhren'^oni >tfae navs^y^ ^liice 
themiapart^ and alio^ tii^iti} toigr^upi^\tbcftibi^ 
timTim^&mvfXjn^ Hmr&nt j^teof spd^tyi iider wttiofa 
tbeyi'^idid> n^ui^ly foim itnmld: to?the^hin^'ii>siai0i 
Wbite^&ioi^aQttld bi^obl^dited byr&kcfiasii; tfael^)fri»ttd 
a«f^^iihiide/ofi6aUaVatitig'tbeigifound:iihin^eU to.iiai^ 
dbsps^ttfaeyfiwiMddi (fespisd^ «^ ir^4^U>) i^ra 

es^fiiEddhiBtateiitfiSQcidty^ are deBmedHiadispvndBUs^ 
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ImMmbm'^ toommowisLngei^ tfaeyn^ould |]ttiier<t]mr 
§fff)ltt$liiv4Jm) Oymlddfeaoei' tkbiranbi^ bMtg^ilotfafaiig 
sMHrorithtoftai'Tolmrtajry;^^ wou>d ItelliaUelto 

fV)^qi)i&Qt ) iiit9iwH|xtiau ;\ thet affam b£ th^k litUe i^iowuf 
mt^ilwoiiUlidtb them the; wltol^WDiid; andtAe^w^ 
b^ jJieirrthoU^DrfB WQidd.be limked to the exerai^ ibeb 
lieskts. ftttd b(iq[ies /nftigihfc liave in : retaticnr to ttheirr om ^ia^ 
{Ihfidudtdw^^^or safety. ^ , , r. ^.i/uit 

7^ t^f)l!lie {iBiDn^asSitadgU haye feimd an inuigei6f')^eiff 
oimi^akmistmB-mfiiimm^ >ftejri haareigilveii 

of )opr9i}f i Aaklwe may seie^'vthat our ^iioestoff&^isaBrp 
aittihe time^ Julius Caegsu* ifiG^adedftil^<i)y thfifii^^ 
ocbuditifai ^i.theiCafibi- /tiibes* olrSoBibliMacaih Itda 
lieret jiMbvate^jari ma mitroF^ >tiie*fi3aitiHie& oftionti'poQft 
g)eiiiti^^(}aiid>iyy'Oiir ovm^liistoFj, we niayiieainii thd 
|i^tdb tQ( wfaicb sndh ikibes may be i8krv^aited>T]u||r/m^^ 
favourable to their improvement. - ^ ' j m : : 

) I i^uHfercnis |woo& Iwre he^sr adduced m Ibesei volhines 
iUbsttatif^'of the oapiabiiities of the naiires^oftBaiitii 

thb dtfigradatioil and depressions ilndto ^aAliek rmajt^ 
tibefaotii^ labour, oMy be saAisfectoli%^a)0^m^ 
tfaarifareatiiienA they; ha^a ao ifMig ^eaLpeifieoited istvthe 
Va0ddib£ihibapeakiS|in ihelabseoce^lf -albooqvtteactiing 
and meliorating circumstances. i-^ul )')-i 

ejIEpe/desine toi^ee^howimttbhithd eharlicter of a-jpdbple 
dq^i^BifejapcAiu iherinfttt^ oftbe laiyifs iml govqnmieiit 
ilQiilaf ladiiclvtthei^ Kv^M us Jocdt $tti<ifaei^Qiitrastie» 

bitame^iia &e>li^btet^<e€ftebri^^ aod Jtimr. pm^Bidbtf- 
^tkrii.oi If fmtheii evides^ieslbithis fyith^ v^tib^ig^^mB 
marja QUan^ o^njiiHustiaAbn^ iifBd' shbw^hqw^ 
widdhiii^icbohcbdiims!^ ^^^ficdeatidn jtnfintlib^dlip^ 
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ttity» facve reached tiie highest place m the seieAe of 
empim^ while the nations which> at one period^ oon- 
tnmied them^ have sunk into a state of degeneracy. 

When the inhabitants of this free oonotry are hettd 
justifying the injuries inflided upon the natives ctf 
Africa^ or opposing the introduction ef tiberal hurtittt^ 
tions among any class of them, on the vu^r grounds 
that they are an inferior class of beings to us^ it is bm 
fiur to remind them that there was a period whad Gicero 
j considered their own ancestors as unfit to be employed 
; as skivee in the house of a Roman citiKen. Seated one 
I day in the house of a friend in Cape Town^ with a busk 
of Cicero on my right hand^ and one of Sir Ismo New^ 
ton on the left, I accidentally opened a book on Ae 
table at that passage in Cicero's letter to Attieos^ m 
which the philosopher speaks so ^scmtemptuously of tfie 
natives of Great Britain** Sb'uck with the curious coin- 
cidence arising from the circumstances in which I then 
found myself placed^ pointing to the bust of Cioero> aiKl 
then to that of Sir Isaac Newton^ I could not help ^i^- 
daiming, ^^ Hear what that man says of that man'd 
country I " It is only under a free govemm^, and in 
the possession of local advantages, that the human 
mind, like the tree planted in a generous soil, attains to 
its fall growth and proportions. It is where men are 
governed by equal laws ; where government becomes 
regular, and stands on the basis of liberal institutions ; 
where rulers are under salutary checks; where the 

* " Britannici belli exitus expectatur : constat enim aditus insulae 
esse munitos mirificis molibus : etiam illud jam cognitum est, 
nequfe at'genti scrupulum esse ullum in ilia insula, neque ullam 
spem prs&dae nisi ex manclpiis: ex quibns nullos puto, te Uteris adt 
nnisids eruditos. eipectareu'^-^^jTis^ ad Attieum, L iv^ Episti l^. . 
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popubtioB is failed above ihe chillbg infliiaiiee of 
penury ; wbere they have peace in which to euUivate 
and t&^ th^ir fields^ — thc^ the march of the humsui 
loind i& imiHipeded> and soarsi and sustains its flighty 
in those elevations which excite the admiration and 
astonishment of nations. 

At o^r missionary schools* you wiU see the young 
Hottentot^ the Bi^hman's child) and the young Gaffers^ 
with ceuMenanees beaming with inteUigenoe> and sui^ 
passing the children of the colonists in their sdiool exer^* 
mes* No English school boys can exhibit finer appear^ 
anoes of genius^ or make greater proficiency in the samd 
period of time ; but there are impediments to the im* 
provement of the one> while the other may proceed in 
an unobstructed path. The child of the slave makes a 
progress^ at school^ equal to that of his young it^iater i 
but when he discovers that his abilities only raise his 
price in the market> they ane either cramped in theii^ 
fnrtli^ developement^ or are diverted into a wrong 
channeL Hie young Hottentot feels the rivalship of 
the school ; but when he hals left it* all stimulus ceases ; 
every road to preferment is shut against him. The 
barbarian* on the borders of our colony^ has his facul* 
ti^ elevated by education^ but all his ingenuity is re- 
quired to defend him against the injuries and encros^^h-^ 
ments of his civilized neighbours* 

We have already i^wn that the increasing demand 
f(Hr labourers^ in the Cape colony^ has given rise to the 
commando system, and to most of the evils which have 
accompanied it ; and as this demand must every year 
increase in the same proportion in which the colonists 
augment their numbers^ any measure which govem* 
ment may adopt to put an end to this cruel system whidi 
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baa been carvidd Oft so long against tiie «i(iv«> y^Aidi 
does not make a provision for the suftply of fbatt deiMnd^ 
wiU uUimataly fidi ia its objects Any ptokl which tfviU 
.prove ^Scient to prevent the cokmi^ horn ealnjiugioa 
tho pre«ent ferocious war&re i^nsA the aatiwB^ must 
hold out encouragement to induce the naitivM tu^esiar 
fiMy into the service of the colonic* aadtoTOOMtti 
with them in voluntary service. While thm preacitt 
colonic system must have a <&CbdragiQg eSa4 ^^n 
ike increase of free labourers wittiin die colojIyvaHd 
cannot &il to neutralize sudi reme^esy as tibaiprop^^ 
by the Ck)mmis»on»^^ to put a stop to the atrod^ies 
which must still continue to arise out of ittie ^ustmg 
mode whic^ the colonists have of supplying tiien^ehes 
.wi^ servants ; H presents on iiusuperafaie barrii^ whkh 
prevents the aborigmal inhabitants beyond it irom will- 
ingly entering into the service o( the odmists/ The 
love of liberty is as strong in the natives of Soutii Afriea 
^u» it is in the inhabitants of this country ; and many of 
thraci would sufibr death rather tiian be reduced to ^M 
state of slavery under which the Aborigmes^ within tike 
odony are pk^ed. 

Thei^rit which animated the Spartans ix^ M' aft 
Thermopyifl^, contending lor th^r political rights^ was 
not more resdute and detennined llian that whidi ao- 
tuates the roving Bushmen when they have no alteti»- 
tive but personal slavery* or de£^. 

During my late journey into the interior -of Son^ 
Afiica^ I was informed by some persons who wertt in 
a late comnmndo agdnst a tribe of BasbBaen^ Hmk ^ 



♦ "Much as I hate political slavery,** said Fox, " compared with 
fmmum^ sl»«ery, 4t is a bare metaphor/* 



bMHk')huM6a hi0^;hcmi^;' thkt daring' !thk« 'period 4))Yee 
ilB(iffiii3ilt/olfeh'$ ^&te niad^ to tb^ Bdshm^h' «tt^ ^Uy 

l*hey ^emtenitied' fliei pi^posaly and <5owttinied'<b'aefefrAi 

iflteingdlfes •till s^enl^en M'epe klBed^ ittid thb' 6<ii6t4, 

1 ttwH^ W0wktedj*did wot attempt io'^scstpy tfll'th^ sotW 

itheirohklfeHi • • ■' .'^ , ■ - " >' t'-' '^' y^^ '^^^'^ 

«< '^ ^ttjrty pfwitd BiMhftien^ updn one o^64io^; cstttife 

f tnn^^kel warnpon i6mx)£<mv niisBiotiiihT^ ^dtitin^; ' 'Bein^ 

listefrqgated^ as te ibe^roiiiids of their intend^ Ag^»^3" 

^mHi^i they stated 4hat their <ihief had l^ost" oAe*^ hfe 

;^Qd«^>wdiii^tli8y had been told th^ h^\^l»^4tl ^ »t^ 

^f isfcwery Ht ttiqit rtation^ Mid that tbejf biid '^bttie'tb 

idetttaod his liberty: Thetiiii3sionarie^irtforiidedtheiii4!htft 

th» boy was not in slavery/aiid that he wa& af peffetft 

lihei-ty't^:aiKXMnpany.ttieni^ if he^ pleased: Oil \Mn^ 

i{»rfSifeni€3GL to: his Mher^ he dedared^ in the heaWng of 

>hi9«ivm people> ihat he-was not treated as a i^lftVe ; ^th^ 

>khb BaisBicinaries had i»3ver ia^iii^dtd^ty^ Mhfieojj- 

ftdAnsntdW^^will; and that it was bfe Wi* to* be WltiW^d 

to remain where he was. With this deeUratiOii the 

j&iii^ b^fatatly deelared himself satisfied/ He s^^l he 

4iad bebi^ told lie'was^ a skfe ; and, if thitt hkd been 

•il^ tdsbf hehaddetenniosd td %bt for kti^'Kb^', %M: 

^»rfee:ft)onAtlwt be "vms treated as ' a fre^ttianV he feU 

him to his own chofoe; either to accompany hini or f 6 

iemiiii where he wa*. - . — t 

:3t Wtmn&ii^tB the finiml of the de^tatii>tt freln-'flfe 

ii^xidm Mwdmiij Sotoety in South M]^<!^; tile niii^^ 

sionaries, sent from Europe, had been prevented from 

|^o«eeding to thf place of thdr df?3tiii?i;^fn Jb^y^d 4he 

colony^ and every ra^&m iwas. now used to* 

VoL.n. Y 
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the writer of' this work to remove the misskmaiies a* 
Griqua Town^ and to bring them into the cokmy. The 
reason assigned for this pi-oposal was^ — ** That if the 
missionaries were brought within the colony, the jpeople 
would accompany them." At that period, I had beett 
but a short time in the colony, and knew very tittle of 
the state of the aborigines ; and the noted Africaner 
being then in town, I stated to him that the oolo* 
nial government was anxious that all the missionarfes, 
with the people under their instruction, slwuld comd 
within the limits of the colony, and that I should 
be glad to hear his opinion on the subject. To this 
proposal the chief made the following reply : — *^ I have 
no objections to be under the British government, if I 
am to be treated as a freeman ; but I never can con- 
sent to live in the neighbourhood of the fiirmers. Let 
government pohit out to me a situation where I can 
live, with my people, at a distance from the boors, and 
I shall accompany you to that spot. I and my people 
are willing to serve the English government, but we 
are not willing to be slaves. Namaqualand is a desert 
country ; it is hard living in Namaqualand ; but I would 
rather bear any kind of hardship, in the wilderness, 
from the hand of God, than be subject to the continual 
and degrading vexations I should have reason to ap- 
prehend from the tyranny and injustice of man.'* 

In pleading the cause of the native population to be 
found in the northern districts of the colony, it may b^ 
proper, in this place, to particularize the different classes 
of them. Tliose of them chiefly interested in this qtteslion 
consist ofBastaards, or Mulatoes, who have been already 
described, and of Hottentots, Bushmen, and Bechnanai^, 
with a slight mixture of Namaquas andCorannas. The 
number of the Bushmen now existing in a state of 
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«la¥6i75 in what was recently their own country, to* 
g)9Aer with thdr good qualities, and their importance 
to the fanners, particularly in the grazing districtsi 
have been adverted to in numerous passages of this 
work ; and, alter what has been said of the character 
and capabilities of the Hottentots, we may dismiss this 
part of our subject without further remarks. 

The very limited number of Namaquas and CJorannas 
who are in the service of the boors makes it unneces* 
sary to give any more particular description o( them i 
but the Bechuanas, who have been lately introduced 
into the colony in such numbers, require a more parti- 
cular notice. 

The Bechuanas now in the colony are an industrious 
class of people. Submission to authority is, with them^ 
a habit which has been formed in their own country. 
They have been trained up from infancy in matters con- 
noted with the management of cattle ; they are fond 
of gardening, — and you seldom visit their houses, or 
the houses where they are in service, and find them 
idle. In the gardens which they cultivate at Griqua 
Town, I have seen them employed, from morning tiU 
night, witii as much diligence as if they had been Eng- 
lish servants ; and I never visited their houses but I 
found them engaged in repairing their fences, putting 
their little household articles in their proper places^ 
making every thing around them clean, or in some 
other domestic occupation. 

Shortly after their first introduction into the colony, 
the Rev. A. Faure, one of the Dutch ministers in 
Cape Town, received several letters from his friends in 
Graaff'Rdinet, stating that they made most excellent 
servants. During my journey into the interior, in 

Y2 
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1825, 1 visited different farpi-hou^es wber^ t^e^ P^fIPj 
had been a few weeks only in the sprvipe of ttwe boofrsj^^ 
^nd they were even then so handy at eypiy thing, 
connected with the farnj, and of so mu(?h i|se tq their, 
employers, that some of them told me that th^y ?hoHl4- 
be ruined if they were taken from them. 

With these facts before us, few will have the jiardir 
hood to assert that it would be fair and equitable to, 
consign these people and their children to hopel^^s apd 
wiretdhed servitucle, as a remuneration to their em- 
ployers for the loss sustained by them before they come 
to be useful to them. 

While the present system continues, the want of 
^abotirers must be increasingly felt, or illegal methods 
must be had recourse to to obtain them ; but if they 
are made free, like the other colonists, and^ like th^m> 
protected in their rights, in their persons, and in their 
property, the illegal measures we deprecate will bje 
prevented, and the colonists will soon find that South 
Africa is able to furnish a supply of labourers equal to 
their utmost demand. The people, now rendered copa- 
paratively worthless by oppression^ will rapidly increase 
in numbers and in value ; and many who are acquiring 
a taste for civilized life by their connexion with pi^r 
missionary stations, will prefer labour, with a state pf 
fiieedbm, wthin the colony, to the unprotected situa-; 
tions in which they are placed in their present cirppm- 

stances. 

' A plan of this nature will require time to opera^ j 
)jut the success is certain. A young man, a Bechu^na^^ 
in iny service in Cape Town, returned to his native 
place' With tne in my late journey. When he appeared 
aniori^his couhtrymen, they crowded atout him : aslq?4 
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hiiii wftethfer he was free; how he obtained hisgun^^ 
arid clothings and beads ; and whether he meant to 
rettn^h With his master. No sooner had he satisfied, 
th^tti that he was a free man^ that he acquired his pro- 
perty as the reward of his services^ and that he would 
not remain among them if they would make him a chief, 
than dozens of the people crowded about me^ pressing 
me to accept of them, and take them with nie. 

By the kdopfion of the liberal system I am recpm- 
mending^ such of the Bechuanas as may have acquired 
property in the colony will visit their friends, Indiyi-. 
duals of them may remain, but the greater piwt ffiXL 
return to {he colony^ and bring many of their friei;i4^. 
and acquaintances along with them. 

On a superficial view of the subject, it may be thought 
that this system would injure the property of the^ slavp^ 
proprietor ; but it should be recollected, that the value 
of land will rise as labourers multiply, and the price oi^ 
labour diminishes. While the price of labour cgntiniaes 
so high, the proprietor cannot avail himself of the, car 
pabilities of his property, and the value of land can 
never be improved. The produce of a farm, in favour- 
able situations, cannot do more than defray the expeoaO; 
of labour ; and, while this obstacle to improv^ent^x-. 
ists, vast tracts of the colony, which might he brQPght. 
under cultivation, must lie waste. 

" The slave proprietors have nothing to apprehend 
from the mode now proposed of increasing the n<junber 
of free labourers in the colony. The price of slaves at 
the Cape has been greatly reduced within the Jast^wp 
years ; but this depreciation has arisen ffomthp c|rc?JJWT. 
stances ivhigh have brought thq colony into the finapci^^V 
difficulties under which it is now labouring, and is not 
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owing, in the smallest degree, to the increase of native 
labourers. The districts of the country in which the 
fanners are not in the possession of slaves and not able 
to purchase them, together with the growing demand 
of the colony for an increase of labourers, will for many 
years swallow up all the labourers that can be procured 
by the change of system recommended within the colony, 
without affecting the price of slaves, who are chiefly 
confined to the Cape district, and those parts of the 
colony into which the introduction of native labourers 
must be very slow and gradual. 

No national improvement can take place in any coun- 
try that will not be found, in its progress, to injure 
particular interests ; but should it happen, in the course 
of things, that a few slave proprietors should suffer by 
a reduction in the price of their slaves by the encou- 
ragement of free labourers in the colony, they will have 
ample compensation for the loss they may sustain from 
this cause, in the advanced value of all their fixed 
property. 

After having said so much, in the last part of the first 
volume of this work, on the duty of government towai-ds 
the natives who have been bred up within the colony, 
and after the quotations from the Reports of the Com- 
missioners, on which we have made our comments, it is 
unnecessary to enter much more into detail respecting 
our views as to what should be done for the natives ; 
but we cannot close this chapter, and take our final leave 
of the subject, without again recurring to it, and again 
l^commending that the natives be placed in future un- 
der the same laws as the colonists. The natives will 
^till have much to sufier, and the colonists, particularly 
in the remoter districts, will have but too many oppor- 
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tunitiesr of abui^nf their power with impunity^ if the laws 
and even the magistrate^ are in their favour ; but when 
the protection of equal laws shall be extended to all the 
coloured population^ the British government will have 
done one part of its duty^ and the friends of the abori- 
gines will have some encouragement in their benevolent 
attempts to shield them from oppression and to amelio- 
rate their condition. 

We ask for no new laws : we simply ask that the 
colonists^ and the different classes of the natives, should 
have the same civil rights granted to them. The liberty 
we ask is not an exemption from the law, but its pro- 
tection; and the law grants no rights to the colonists 
which it may not extend with perfect safety to all classes 
in the colony. 

No sound reason can be assigned against the ex- 
tension to the natives of the laws which protect the 
colonists from oppression and injustice. The effects of 
oppression on the natives have been tried for nearly 
two hundred years in South Africa, and the results have 
been placed before us. 

If Ae leg is galled by an iron chain, it is vain to 
prescribe ointment to cure the wound while the fet- 
ter remains. The first step towards the improvement 
of the natives must begin by removing the cause of 
their present degradation. They have been corrupted 
and debased by the uncontrolled power exercised over 
them by their European masters ; and the legislative 
enactments which bestow on them equal rights, will 
prove a salutary check to the one, and afford the sti- 
mulus of hope to the other. While the colony of the 
Cape of Good Hope continues to have one set of laws 
for the rich, and another for the poor, its very consti- 
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tution presents CIS great a barrier io ihe improrem^ 
of.die oppressor^ as it does to that of die oppre^ed. 

-^ Ifk: an Estimate formed by Dr. Johnson trf what man^ 
kind hdkve lost or gamed by Eoropean coDcpiestybaJrai^: 
adverted to the cruelties which have beenoonmiktedy 
dsidthe. manner in which the laws of rel^ion have bee^i 
outragieously violated, he adds, — ^^ Europeaas hare 
scarcely visited any coast but to grartify avarice and* 
extend 43orruptk)n^ to arrogate dottunionwiflieiUib righty 
and practice cruelty without incentive^" and he ijMtt. 
gives it as his <^inion that it would have beea happy 
fQr, the oppressed, and still more happy for the inva-. 
dprs^ thatttheir designs had slept in th^ own bosoms. 
How far the description this distinguished wfiter gives 
of European avarice and cruelty towards the natives of 
other countries is applicable to the conduct of. Euro- 
p^suQis in South Africa, I leave my readers to estimate 
on a re view, of the details which have been furnished 
in, these ivolumes ; and if there be a shadow of truth ia 
the.remaric, ibat the oppressor has placed himself ; id a 
worse, ooadition than even the oppressed, we may. fiurly 
assume in the present argument, the principle (a pkin- 
clple which lisis been illustrated in: other {»irts of-.this^ 
w^k) that to freetiie oppressed natives from ti»e. cruel 
bondage under which they mm sufifer, wili beian.aotiof 
greater benevolence to those who now oppress them 
and their families, than it will be even to the suflFerers 
themselves. 

We shall be excused if, in concluding our reflections 
on this subject, we reiterate a truth which it is the chief 
object of the author in this book to establish and incul- 
cate, that the only method by which we can elevate all 
classes of people in the colony of the Cape of Grood 
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Iio|ie <is> 1pi]r de^atmg the oolourod population to a 
full and fyir participation of those privileges from 
whioh they have hitherto been exduded. Unless these 
prinrileges are granted to the natives in the remote and 
northern districts of our colony, the evil ne have dwelt 
iqion at so much length will neutralize the efiectsof 
ererj* other remedy. We repeat it— there is but one 
itiethod by which the system of rapine and murder, 
which' has been as prejudicial to the coloniBts as it has 
been to the natives, can be effectually checked : — tnake 
the coloured population within your colony free-— reftise 
to legalize to the colonists their usurped claims over 
the service of tiie men, women, and children they may 
have caught in their marauding expeditions-^permit 
the natives to choose their own masters— ^secure to 
tbem» inviolate from the grasp of colonial violence, tbe^ 
right which God and nature have given them to their 
ofispring*— iJlow them to bring their labour to a fair 
market, and the farmers will no longer have occasion 
to oompkdn of the want of servants ; and, as there will- 
no longer remain any temptation for commandoes, and 
as the colonists will thereby be compelled to win by 
kindness idaat they now seize by force, all classes will 
shortly be seeai mingling together in one common fra- 
ternity, without bloodshed and without fear* 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

Deficiencies of the Reports of the Commissionera of iBquury in ce-* 
gar4 to the Natives. — Their Remarks on the eflfects of missiDns 
beyond the CSolony.-^Extracts from the Author's Journal relatiTC 
to the destruction pf two Bushman Kraals, and the Author's in^ 
terview with the Murderers. — Causes of these Atrocities. — Re- 
spect eyinced by the Wild Tribes for the Missionaries. — Ex- 
ai^ples of their Influence in subduing the rancorous animosities 
of the Natives, and of acquiring their perfect confidence and 
affection. — Anecdote of a Caffer chief placing his two sons at 
Theopolis for their education. 

In the report of the Commissioners of Inquiry before us^ 
a ftill developement of the participation which the cx)- 
lonial government has had in the sufferings and degra- 
dation of the natives^ was, perhaps, more than we had 
a right to expect ; yet I cannot help regretting that a 
document which has gone so minutely into so many 
minor details relative to government and finance should 
have had so little reference to this subject, and to the 
opposition made to the improvement of the people at 
our missionary stations. The Commissioi^rs . have 
made brief statements and concessions in their reports, 
which must prove serviceable to the cause of humanity; 
and I am aware, as has been already stated, that they 
have sent home to the colonial office in Downing-street, 
much writing on these subjects; yet I must confess 
that in these reports on the government and finances 
of the colony, I should have liked to have seen some- 
thing more relating to the causes of those oppressions 
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under which the natives of the colony have suflFered^ 
and upon the advantages the colonial government might 
derive from the employment of such means as would 
render those labourers more productive, by raising 
them, as a body, to that rank which would enable them 
to become consumers of British manufactures. 

The poUcy of the government towards the natives, 
independently of the influence it had in originating the 
measures which led to the appointment of the Com- 
missioners of Inquiry, had the strongest claims, on the 
ground of its own merits, to particular attention in their 
reports ; and if the taxes paid by the people at our 
missionary institutions, and the saving created to go- 
vernment by the cheap terms on which the Hottentots 
at Bethelsdorp contracted to carry the government 
stores from A\g(m Bay to Graham's Town, the produc- 
tive labour to which our missionary institutions have 
given rise, and the advantage which has been gained 
by the consumption of British manufactures by the 
people under the instruction of our missionaries, did not 
merit particular notice from the influence they have yet 
had on the resources of the colony, they at least furnish 
a fair illustration of the advantages the government 
may derive by adopting a more liberal system of policy 
towards this interesting class of its subjects. Having 
said so little of the missions within the colony^ which 
occupied so large a portion of their time during their 
joiwftey into the interiw, we had no reason to expect 
much in these reports on the missicwis beyond the 
colony, which were not visited by them ; but considei*- 
ing the channel through which they must have derived 
much of their information on this subject^ we have no 
reason to find fault with them for the qualified praise 
they bestow upon them in the following extract :-^ 
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"^' Missionaries hare been permitted (o pr6e^df^o a 
^atet^ distance in' this direction than in atiy other • 
and although no great advance appears yet to have 
beeh made in the civilization of the tribes, nor advan- 
tage to have been gained from the trifling intercourse* 
which their presence in the country may have tei)ided 
to encourage^ yet it has produced a feeling of respect' 
f6r the English name and character, and a desire for 
peaceful intefcourse, that may hereafter supercede the* 
iiec^si^ity of military protection against thfeiii, or ^ the* 
c6ntitiuaric6 of that hostile array on out frontier tlhat 
obliges almost every herdsman to' bear arms." ' * ■ 
Trie betieficial effects of our missions in South Africa" 
bav<6 been so fully illustrated by the facts and docu-! 
ments presented to the public in the preceding pages of* 
this work, that any further details, with this view only, 
might be deemed unnecessary ; but the circumstances 
related in the following narrative, which has been 
copied from my private journal, will I trust be found to 
possess' an interest independent of the additional light 
which they throw upon this subject, and the corrobora- ' 
tibh thfey afford to the favourable opinion of the Com- 
mifeionei^s, as to what the riiissions have effectfed/aiid! 
as to wb^t may be still expected from thetri, which will* 
justify us iti the eyes of our readers for it^ insertion lii' 
this plade. ' . -. t 

Oh the 24th of August, 1825, after crossing tbe Cm:'| 
dock River, we came in sight of a Biishinkri triaal. Oa ' 
p^rt^ of the rbad, over Whifch we had tmvell0d/ ite ' 
BuShmen, many of wh6m had heard of our appro^li,'' 
catttfefrbm 'their Itirkihg-places to meet us. /; " ['^ ' 

iSom^ of oiii- tiiterviews with them were very atfeqtr 
iiit,'alid'w6 nolv untidpited ^ih^thihg of* tk^ saWe 
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native bere. B^t on ^tpproaching the place^ wp dis- 
covered nofire^ no smoke, no parents with their, c^ildrw 
in their arms ; and those that could walk were biding 
themselves behind the carosses of their mothersi^ an4 
talcing timid and stolen glances at thestrangevs. 0^ 
tbe .very edge of the road where we had to turn off to tbe 
kraal, the first sight which met our view, was a mur- 
deiied Bushman, and the clothing of a Bushwoman*- .A 
little farther on were the remains of another Bushm^, 
recently killed- The^e murders had been cpmmitted 
ai a little distance from a fire at which they had bew 
surprised, and the path tjiey had taken in their fl^t, 
we tracj5d by the cooking ujtensils, and part of l^hpir 
little furniture they had dropped in making their escape<» 
Beside one of the dead bodies was a bow, and oq^. 
arrow, without a point. We discovered nothing, ji^^sid^: 
the other. The place which had once been a kraal was 
empty. On our arrival at Rama, a distance of al;M)ut 
eighteen miles from this melancholy scepe, our fir^t 
businpss wa3 to inquire into the causes of the i?qenei? w^^ 
had witnessed* We were here infonppd that ^ kr^ 
of iQoF^nflas on the great river, andaboujt ttirpe,or,fQMr 
hjoi|fs .distant from the place at which we then wgri?^, 
h^^, vyithin tjie course of a few days,. made twp, cpm- 
mg^ndoes against two Bushmap kraals ; the pne.ii^ tfep. 
neighbourhood of the place at which we had seen, the 
murdpr^ Bushman, and th^ other at what was fprm^ijy 
th^^missiojiary, ^tatictfi of Hpphzil^ah, on the pth^ sidp 
of |t|ie river ;, . and it was reported that they hftd tciUe^ , 
mgpy of ^e people, and taken aw*y all the pa^U^^ii 
sheep, and goat^. , The ?ame eyeping, I sent am^s^g^ . 
to^thj^Cprapna k;-aal, reque^tiog tlje chief, ?iiwi ^^.p^rty 
of his me^ tp^ comp ^tp ine at Jl^m^^ ne^t ^^y^^ftb^ 
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matters of iinportaoce to lay b^re them* la tfa^ 
afternoon the Corannas^ to the number of twenty^wo^ 
arrived with their chief. The first feeling 1 had on 
looking at those people^ was one of surprise at their 
aj^earance* I expected a horde of naked savages^ 
and I found a number of smart young men^ dcesaed 
quUe in the style of the most respectable farmers iu the 
colony^ The young men had generally white fustian 
jackets, leather pantaloons, striped waistcoats^ white 
hats^ with broad edges^ shirts^ neckcloths, stookiagsi 
and shoes ; and the chief was dressed in a blue jacket 
and pantaloons^ and a very handsome surtout with 
silk facings and edgings. On the arrival of theCc»an^ 
nas^ we were informed that the Bechuana giriis^ we had 
picked up a few days before, instantly recognised in 
their new visitors the unwelcome faces of their captors* 
The Corannas endeavoured to persuade them to return 
with them ; and when they found entreaties would not 
do, they began to assume a tone of authority, but the 
girls laughed at them, and pointed to my waggon as 
their protection. 

After having seated themselves before me in my 
tent, I asked the chief if he had heard of a letter I had 
sent to the Bergenaars, inviting them to meet me at 
Adam Kok's (a distance of about fifty miles), to consult 
with them about the means of repressing their disorders, 
establishing some kind of regular government among 
them, and of uniting them to the Griquas. The chief 
replied, ^^ I have heard of the letter, and have been long 
wishing to see you in this country, hoping that you 
would aasign us our boundaries, and re-establish peace 
among us." In reply, I stated that, to establish peace, 
it might b^ necessary that the limits of their j'espectivQ 
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territories should be defined ; but that there oould be 
no (leaoe witiiont jnstice. I stated that I had seen, 
since I canm into their cocintry^ that power was among 
them tile m^asare of right and wrong ; that the weak 
were oppressed l^ the strong ; that every man made his 
own inclination the measure of his duty ; and that the 
most crud murders were sanctioned^ or idlowed to pass 
unpunished. I then remarked that on the S4th instant, 
about sixteen or eighteen miles from this place^ I had 
observed upon the road the remains of some murdered 
Bushmen ; that on inquiring as to the cause of those 
murders^ I was informed that they had been perpetrated 
by his people^ and that^ at the same time^ 4hey h^ 
attacked two Bushman kiuals^ one on the west side of 
the river near Heph^ibah^.and within the colony^ and 
the other on the east side of the river, and near the 
place where the dead Bushmen, I had described^ had 
been killed ; and that in those s^tacks the people had 
been murdered and dispersed, and all their cattle^ sheep, 
and goate, carried off by their murderers. 

The chief was evidently much affected at this ad- 
dress ; he sighed, looked round on his people, singled 
out by his eye the guilty individuals, shook his head, 
and replied,—" I was as a dead man in this affair; I 
knew nothing of it ; it was done in my absence ; and 
all I know about it is, that such things have been done, 
and that the sheep and cattle are at my kraal." Having 
uttered these words, again looking around upon his 
people with an expression of affection and regret> he 
seemed to sliy, as far as looks and manner could convey 
the feelings of his mind, ^^ Young men ! young men ! 
I have often warned you against these things ; I have 
told you what they would bring upon you; and yob 
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see my predictions are now comiiig to pass." Hat^ 
ing declared his ignorance of the transactions^ I n*- 
quested Um to point out to us the men in his cmn* 
pany by whom they were conducted^ that I might 
interrogate them. Naming Abraham Kriieger, «md 
pointing to him, he said^ '^ This is the young man whd 
conducted ihe commando in whidi the Busho^n yott 
have noticed were killed ;" and^ tummg to ihe joaug 
man himself, he said^ ^^ Abraham^ answM the Heer 
(the gentleman) his questions^" The following is ike 
account which Krieger gave of this commando. He 
staled, that he had lost three cowa ; that he had gone 
in pursuit of them ; that he came to that p«t of Om 
road where he saw two Bushmen settii^ by a fire ; that 
a CaSer who was with him said, " These are the Bush- 
men who may have taken your cows ;" that he caUed 
upon them to come to him ; tiiat they took up thdi^ 
bows and arrows, as if they had intended to aim at him, 
and that he ihen shot them. On being further ques*- 
ticmed, he stated, that he then proceeded to a kraal of 
Bushmen, formerly in this place, but then two or three 
hours distant ; that he, with his people, attacked th^ 
kraal, took nine children, sixteen milch cows, wad seven- 
teen gpats. On being cross-examined, he confessed his 
oows were not found in the possession of the Bushmen 
he had shot, nor at the kraal. Being further questu^ied, 
he stated^ that twelve months ago one person of Us 
kraal had been murdered ; and that, though he could 
not find his cows with them^ he c(Hisidered himself jus- 
tified in destroying the kraal, to revenge the death t)f 
one of his people. 

After hearing his defence, I stated to him, thai &e 
account he had given of the murder of the B^isdnttenby 
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the- tide of the road did not agree ^th the cipcum- 
stances which had come under my own observation ; 
that the first Bushman wbo had fallen did not fall near 
&e Sate, defending himself^ but in his flighty and abooi 
a gun-shot's distance from the fire ; that the road he 
had taken in his flight I had traced by the articles he 
had dropped in his hurry to escape ; and afterwards the 
fspot where he had received the mortal wound I had 
traced by his blood to the place where he had falfen, 
which was exadly eight paces distant from that on 
which he had received the ball which killed him ; that 
the other Bushman had fallen about two gan-shote fur- 
ther oflf, so that after shooting the former he must have 
pursued the other ; and that it did not appear, from 
any thing I had seen, that they had more than one 
bow and arrow between them, and that that arrow, 
which was in my possession with the bow, was without 
a point. I further stated^ that he had no evidence 
whatever that these people had taken his cows^ nor 
had he any evidence that his fi^iend was killed by ttie 
people of that kraal. Having explained the principles 
of ju^ice, and asked him whether he would think it just 
for any one to shoot him^ as he did the Bushmen^ on 
the bare suspicion that he had stolen a horse, — orwhe- 
ther he would think that the colonial government would 
act justty were they to destroy all his kraal^ involving 
the innocent with the guilty, to revenge the murder of 
which he had been guilty in the death of these Bush- 
mai, — I stat^ to him, that I could not view h m in 
any light but that of a murderer; that the world, 
which might hear of the transaction, would riot view 
hhtt under any other aspect ; aind that had the king of 
Bngknd's own brother done such a deed in England 
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as he had done ia this case, he must have suffered deaih 
for the offence. 

The leader of the other commando was then called 
upon to make his defence. He stated, that he saw 
four Bushmen^ belongmg to the Hephzibah kraal, car- 
rying off four of his calves ; that this was in broad dayr 
light; that he himself, and a number of his people^ 
were prevented from following them immediately be* 
cause they were^ at the time, forming a large circle 
inclosing game> and they were without arms; but 
that^ on their return from the chase^ they mustered and 
attacked the kraal, took one child and all the sheep 
and cattle belonging to the people. This defence was 
as lame as the former. 

In hunting game in this manner^ they sometimes 
inclose lions and tigers. It is one of the most <kn- 
gerous occupations in which such people can engage ; 
and such attempts are never made by men unarmed; 
and none acqucunted with the circumstances of the 
Bushmen could believe that four of that people could 
carry off, at mid-day^ and in sight of so many armed 
men as must have been employed in this hunt, the 
calves which they were 'accused of having stolen. 
They would not state how many sheep and cattle they 
had taken from this kraal ; and fliey were uncandid 
enough to say that they had not numbered them, al* 
though it is obvious they must have been numbered 
before they were divided among the party by whom 
they were taken. They admitted that, though the Bush*' 
men were followed the same evening, they did not find 
in their kraal, nor among their cattle, a single vestige 
of the calves they were said to have stolen^ and which 
was the pretext under which the people were attacked^ 
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robbed, and murdered. These instances are recorded 
not so much for their own individual importance, but 
as an additional illustration of the nature of the com- 
mando system. 

On summing up the evidence, and ddivering my opi- 
nion on the case, I stated that they might not be imme- 
diately punished for their crimes, but that blood had 
a voice that reaches to heaven ; that the Judge of this 
whole earth was, in a particular manner, the avenged 
of the oppressed; that murderers seldom escaped iii 
this world ; and that, without deep repentance, I was 
of opinion that neither of them would be suffered to di^ 
in peace. I had made but little impression upon 
Krieger ; but, on delivering these sentiments, the per- 
son who headed the other commando was much af- 
fected. He lamented his fault, and confessed that it 
was long before he would have any thing to do with 
those commandoes, and said that he never had had an 
hour's peace of mind since he engaged in them. 

After giving some suitable exhortations to the parties 
more immediately engaged in this nefarious business, 
I addressed the chief before them ; and after pointing 
out to him the necessity of employing his authority in 
repressing crimes, and in the administration of justice, 
I told him, that if he could not punish the individuals 
who had been most guilty in these bloody transactions, 
it was his duty to resign his authority into the hands 
of some individual who might be able and willing to 
punish and restrain them. I added, that his people 
appeared to have improved in understanding, and to 
have learned many things connected with the comforts 
and decencies of Jife, by their connexions with the co- 
lony ; but that the most odious and wicked people upon 
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earth were thpse who had their natural talents iirir 
proved, while the culture of the heart was neglected, 
and they remained without the restraints of.lawan^ 
government. That the improvement of such a people 
in their intellectual powers only, increased their powe^ 
of doing mischief; and that in such a state as that in 
which they now were, they united in themselves the 
strength of the lion, the ferocity of the tiger, a-nd the 
cunning of the fox, I strongly recommended to the 
chief to go with his people to Griqua Town, where 
they would hear the gospel preached, and have the 
pieahs of getting their children educated. I at the 
same time stated to them that, while they continued in 
their present practices, the worst passions of human na- 
ture would every day be acquiring additional strength ; 
that, by permitting them to murder Bushmen, their 
passions would gain such an ascendency over them, 
that murder would lose all its deformity in their opi- 
nion ; and that they would be speedily seen murdering 
each 6ther. 

If the language in which I addressed this people on 
this occasion did not accord with the circumstances 
iti which I was placed, I have only to say, in the way qf 
apology, that I was so strongly affected with the scenes 
I had witnessed, that I never once thought of mys9lf 
during this interview; and I have to thank Providei^ce 
that my admonitions and severe reproofs were listened 
to, and received with apparent submission. The chief 
at first said, he wished the people to give back ^ the 
sheep and cattle, but that they woulfl not obey him. 
In a few nrinutes, however, he went out and consiilta^ 
witfcthenfi, arid came back, and requested me to appoint 
a'perSdri to settlpthe affair; declaring that ^e would 
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inistantly restore the ten children^ and the whole of the 
property ; and that he would eadeavour to find but for 
me the Bushmen who had escaped the slaughter. I 
acceded to his proposal^ and appointed Piet Sabat, 
formerly a native teacher^ to go to his kraal next day 
and to receive them, according to his promise ; to col- 
lect all the people he could find ; and to send them to 
the missionary institution at Philippolis. 

During tUese proceedings it was amusing to observe 
the countenances of the Caffer girls* If they previously 
supposed I had power to protect them, their idea of 
their safety must have been greatly increased by whiat 
they witnessed. They seemed lost in wonder and ad- 
miration to see such a band of men^ who carried the 
thunder and lightning which destroyed their people^ 
and made them suppose that they were more than hu- 
man, trembling like criminals before an unarmed in- 
dividual^ who had no badges of office, and who had 
nothing before him but a table and writing-desk^, paper, 
and a pen in his hand. 

Sept, 20th. — ^When I entered in my journal, on the 
22nd August, the nature of my intercourse with the 
Coranna chief and his people, I was in doubt whether 
the promises then made by them would be realized. 
However much they might appear to be affected by my 
address to them, when 1 considered the character and 
circumstances of the people^ and thq temptatiqq they 
were under to retain the children and the cattle^. &q., 
that they now possessed, and ipmi^ht stiU have retained 
with impunity^ I could scarcely entertain a. hope tb^ 
the resolutioi^ they expressed to me at my \f|aggp^ 
wouM retain sufficient strength to induce themtpxniakj^ 
the sacrifice required when the trial should be called 
for ; but I am happy to say that my anxiety on this 
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point was soon relieved, and that my expectations 
have been exceeded. The following letter, which I 
have this day received from Piet Sabat> the person 
appointed by me to receive the children and tiie plun- 
dered cattle and herds, will be read with no common 
interest by the friends of humanity and of missions : — 

" Ramay Aug, 27, 1825. 
'' Sir, 

*^ According to your request I have visited Philip 
Mengo's kraal, and, according to the promise he and 
his people made to you, they delivered up to me nine 
children, seventy-six homed cattle, one hundred and 
nineteen goats, and five sheep, which they had taken 
from the two Bushman kraals plundered by them. From 
the colonial side of the river were taken fifty-three 
homed cattle, one hundred and six goats, and one 
child ; and from the kraal on the other side were taken 
twenty-three homed cattle, thirteen goats, five sheep, 
and eight children ; the number of people killed was 
ten. 

^* I sent for the Bushmen that had escaped, returned 
them their cattle, sheep, goats, and six children, and three 
I gave to Jan Goodman, to be taken care of at the mis- 
sionary station at Philippolis. I am happy to say. Sir, 
that what you said to them made a great impression on 
their minds, and they promised not to do these bad 
things again. 

" Your humble and most obedient servant, 

'' Piet Sabat/' 

Since receiving the above letter, I have received 
another from a person who is at present at the head of 
the Bushman mission at Philippolis^ giving an account 
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of the same transactions^ and of having received three 
of the nine children which had been delivered to Piet 
Sabat. In my instructions to Piet Sabat, I requested 
him to seek out the surviving Bushmen^ and to restore 
to them the cattle returned by the Corannas, and also 
the children to such of the parents as he might find 
alive. 

In this act of justice to the surviving Bushmen, the 
Corannas themselves assisted him. By their aid he 
found the survivors of both kraals^ collected them to- 
gether, restored their cattle to them, and the children 
to those of their parents who were still alive. 

There is a small diflFerence between the statement 
of Piet Sabat and Mr. Clark, as it respects the number 
of cattle taken from the Hephzibah Bushmen and re- 
turned to them ; but to account for this discrepancy, 
it is necessary only to add that Piet Sabat's statement 
must be the most correct of the two, as Mr, Clark, when 
he wrote his letter to me, had not received my letter to 
him, nor any accounts of the aflfair, excepting such as 
had reached him through indirect channels. 

Extract of a letter from Mr. Clark, the person then 
superintending the Bushman Missionary Institution of 
Philippolis. 

" Philippolis, September 16, 1825. 

^^ Between Rama and Paard-berg, the plundering 
Corannas have taken twenty-three head of cattle, thir- 
teen goats, five sheep, and eight children, from one 
Bushman kraal. The Hephzibah Bushman kraal has, 
by the same Corannas, been robbed of seventy-eight 
head of cattle, one hundred and six goats, thirteen 
sheep, and one child. I am told that Piet, Sabat has 
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again received the cbildreo^ the oMe^ goaiis/aAdbshej^y 
aA4 ^vea them over to Ihe surviving Bo^hmep^ S«& 
of tha children have been i>estored to their paceats^ aj94 
three of the orphan children^ whose parents were sh^ij 
have been received by me^ for whom I shall provida/' 

It has been thought proper to give the preeeding 
narrative as it has been copied from my private journal^ 
reserving any explanatory r^narks which may be reh 
quired to this plaice. On perusing the details^ the in- 
quiry must have suggested iteelf more thanoncey 
How did these Corannas^ by whom these Bushmen 
weref attacked, obtain the dc^hing in which they ap-* 
j^ared on this occasion? and bow did they dare, to 
entpii tbe colony and destroy a Bushman kraal at Heph-» 
zibah^a place occupied at that very time by a colonist? 
Tlies© difficulties will be best solved by a brief refer- 
ence to the history of this people^ and to the relation 
in which they then stood to the colonists, and to ihe Ber- 
genaars. We stated that tbe plunderers, wk) ate 
known by this name, carried on an active traffic wiih 
the colony ; and it appeared that the pec^le in questton 
belonged to this fraternity ; that they were in the habit 
ofaccompanying^ them in their plundering expeditions; 
and thai tbe station they then occupied, having the river 
only between them and the colony, furnished them with 
&cUities of sharing in this ne&rious traffic. 

The testimony of tiie Beohnana girls, who immedii- 
ately recognised them on their approaching the wag- 
gons, as the persons who had assisted iii destroy- 
ing, tjieir tribe, and by whom they had been carried 
into. slavery,. strengthened my first suspicions on this, 
subject; and they were converted into certaifityi by 
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ibeir own aeknowledgment^ and by the appearance of 
the chief himself^ and a few of his principal people 
kttiong' ihe Bei^^enaars^ when I was met by them^ as has^ 
bteen formerly stoted^ at the pnbKc meeting which wad 
convened at Griqua town on the 20th of September. 

The connexion of this'Coranna tribe with the Ber- 
gmosLTs sufficiently aocoroited for the nature of their 
dresi^ and for their military appearance ; and their im*- 
mediate neighbom*hciod to the colony, and the terma 
on which they were thai living with the colonists, leaves 
upon the mind a painful impression as to the cirenm- 
stances which might have led to their attacks on the 
Bqslnnen kraals which have been related *. The Bush'^ 
men, composing these two kraals^ were the remains of 
the people who formed our missionary station at Heph* 
2ibah. 

While the people were still waiting and praying for 
the return of their missionaries^ the site of the institn^^ 
tion containing the principal springs of water, was takeor 
possession of by persoos of different views from tfie 
^issiona^es^ and they were forced to give place to the 
iw oocupants. A party of them retired to the place 
;hav* described on the other side of the river> and 
tii0 new colonial boimdary ; and this bekg one 
^most remote places in this country ocoi^ed' by 
5^ a party of them were suffered to remain at 
stance from the dwelling of the new proprietor-* 
aoaotmts given of the success of the missionaries 

J* The Corajina. iribes (not conncpted with this baotditti) which I 
vijited, had very few articles of British manufacture among them,' 
ank they were without the means of obtaining them. They were 
giei|Brally'c]6tli^ ih the sheep^skin karoos, -and aftet tte bnc?«i»ft 
iqanneti^filheHoUtntois*' ' \ . , • .; r 
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at this plaoe^ were even more favourable than those 
given of the labours of Mr. Smith and Jan Goedmao^ 
s^ Toverberg. The progress the people had made in 
knowledge and' in civilization during the short time 
they had been under instruction^ afforded the most 
pleasing indications as to the future progress they might 
have been expected to make^ had their teachers been 
suffered to continue among them ; but with the removal 
of the missionaries^ they lost their protectors, and all 
the means under which they were making rapid ad- 
vances in improvement; and from the account Mr. 
Thompson has given in his travels of those of them 
that were, remaining in this place when he visited them, 
they appear to have sunk into a state of greater wretch- 
edness than any of the other Bushmen he had seen in 
his tour. 

Deprived of their springs of water, of the only grounds 
in the district they could cultivate, and of the game on 
which they formerly subsisted^ by the new possessors of 
the country, their mesuis of subsistence, at the time Mr. 
Thompson saw them, must have been greatiy abridged! 
It appears, however, from the returns made by the 
Coranna commando we have described, that they had 
still some cattie and goats left them. 

After the statements which have been given, it is un- 
necessary for me to add, that if the missionaries had 
been allowed to remain at Hephzibah, the circumst^moes 
of the people originally composing this missionary in- 
stitution would have been very different from those in 
which Mr. Thompson found them, and the condition in 
which they were in 1825, when I passed through that 
part of the country. It must be obvious to every 
reader, from the respect in which the missionaries are 
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held in every part of this conntry, that had they had a 
missionary among them^ the Coranna tribe who attacked 
them would not have dared to have injured them; and 
it is impossible to reflect upon the power of the fanners 
in this neighbourhood^ and the connexion of this Coranna 
tribe with tiie colony, and not feel a conviction that the 
attack made upon the party then residing on the farm 
of Vanderwalt would not have happened^ had the ag- 
gressors not supposed that the neighbouring farmers 
would be at least indifferent to the fate of the suflferers ; 
and the circumstances which followed afforded too much 
ground for this supposition. If the farmers in the neigh- 
bourhood, and the individuals on whose lands these 
people were attacked, were not privy to the design of 
the Corannas, it cannot be concealed that they took no 
notice of the transaction. Had a single calf been taken 
from any of the farmers by the same people, restitution 
would have been instantly demanded, and as instantly 
made ; and though five days had elapsed between the 
murder and dispersion of the poor Bushmen and that on 
which the chief and his people met me at Rama, not a 
single messenger had been sent across the river to in- 
quire of this tribe why they had entered the colony and 
destroyed a Bushman village on the lands of the colo- 
nists*. 

The preceding narrative furnishes an additional 
proof of the respect which missionaries have acquired 
even among the worst description of people beyond 

* As the Corannas are not in the habit of bringing up Bushmen 
children, and those people had, at this time, numbers of the Be- 
chuanas they had captured in their marauding expeditions, one 
cannot help inquiring where they expected to find a market for the 
ten Bushmen children t^en and given up to my oi^er^ on ^h^ 
occasion. 
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th^ limits of the colony, and the advantage the' colonial 
government might derive from encouraging their la- 
bours. During the whole of my journey among the 
tribes I visited beyond the colony, arid even when t 
was among the Bei^enaai-s, I felt as little alarm for my 
personal safety, as I now feel while I am writing this 
sentence in my own room. In justice to the characters 
of our missionaries, before concluding these remarks^ 1 
am constrained to noticeji that the respect shown me 
by these tribes in this journey^ did riot arise froni any 
thih^ of^pfersoftal nature. It is to be traced to the 
faltoarable impression the missionaries in the country 
had previously made upon their minds. I went among 
these people a perfect stranger. They knew nothing of 
me, but in connexion with the missionaries ; and had I. 
not' been preceded by the valuable labours of those 
e^tcellent men, I should have found as little security 
from my name among those native tribes^ as I should 
have experiehced among the savages farther in the 
interior of Africa. 

The following example may be adduced as an illus- 
tmtion of the manner in which the missionaries have 
gdried the confidence of the natives, and allayed those 
hostile feelings which in former times rendered travel- 
ling^ amorng them so dangerous. 

When Mr. Sas began his missionary labours among ^ 
the Oorannas/in 1814, they had been engaged from 
time immemorial in the most rancorous hostilititis with 
the Bushmen. 
' The Corknifias are a pastoral peopl6 ; they lead a 
ndiriadic life^ and they are generally found iri snlali 
piarties, particularly between Griqua Town &nfl !Natna-^ 
quaiand^on the banks of the Great Hiver. Thi'ihe^ 
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north-east tjor^er pf the colony, and above the jooctip^ 
of the Cradock and the Yellow river, they are suffix 
ciQi^tly^ numerous and powerful to oppress. the B»^- 
^en^ and to oblige them to respect Uieir pr(jperty. 
The cattle which the tribes on the northern frpntier 
possess, and their, weakness, owing to the manner in. 
which they ajie generally obliged to divide themselves 
to find pasture for their herds, accounts for the ho^tiKr 
ties which have so long existed between tbiem apd 
their more destitute neighbours, 

Mr. Sas was some time among the Cor^nnaa befprfti 
he, could get them to look at a Bushman witliov^t at;:, 
tempting to murder him. . .. i , m 

; By contini^^d effort^ and much persuasion, they were 
brought so far that they would endure the sight <)f. 
Bushpien. He now employed one or two B^t^r^^, 
(for the Cor^i^nas had not yet so far iconquered their 
antipathy as to approach the Bushmen) as ipessengeisfi 
of peace^ to go in quest of Bushmen, and to p^rsuadQJ 
them to meet the missionary, who had good thipgi^tQ 
teH the.m, and who had some good t|^ngSt to^givie tfeieim. 
A feyv^ ca,ipe ; they \yere so pleased^ that, they s^vm 
baipk^, and brought oth^r^^ along with thern, /For,th^. 
fir^ttime in the remembra^ice of aj^y,liying pprgoij^^,! 
they now ventured to appear as friends in the jWi^st 9f 
this Cqranna kraal* In the course Qf.afewiwejBks.the 
news \f,as spread among the Bushmen, and over all thft- 
Bushman country between. the limits of the cql^aay a#,4. 
the great Orange river. . ; ,n i . 

4 pMy of Bushmen on one occasion nfieti with a 
flocj^, o( strayed , sheep ; an4 ^ovp^ , wpeks . after. , thi* i 
evpnt they.accideifitally he^rd that the sheep belQag^d, 
to ^ij^Fit ^^i ^^ P'^ 3Qoner h^ard who. wap. tW,pi«)*f 
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piietor, than they brought them to our missionary, and 
expressed the greatest happiness that they had it in 
their power to show their affection for him in this 
manner. Several times stray cattle belonging to Mr. 
Sas have been found and restored by the Bushmen ; 
and our worthy missionary remarked tiiat he could not 
wish his cattle and his property in greater safety than 
among the Bushmen. 

When our missionaries commenced thdr labours in 
South Africa among the tribes beyond the colony, for 
a considerable time they were viewed by them with 
sc^picion; but these tribes are now able to appreciate 
their characters and motives ; and so far as a disposition 
to receive missionaries is concerned^ we may say, that 
these fields are white to the harvest. During my jour- 
ney into the interior, in 1825, the people I met with 
on every part of the road expressed the greatest solid- 
tude to have missionaries sent to them. On two or 
three occasions I met with whole tribes who had been 
waiting for days and weeks upon the road by which 
they expected me to pass, to ask my advice respecting 
their affairs, and to request me to send them mission- 
aries. It would be too much to say that all the native 
tribes in those districts are equally anxious for mission- 
aries, but the feeling is general and widely extended. 

One of our missionaries, some years ago, travelled 
on horseback from Namaqualand to Lattakoo, making 
excursions among the Bushmen, and among the other 
tribes, both on the south and north side of the Orange 
river ; and he considered himself as safe, as to any 
tiling he had to dread from men, as he would have been 
in a journey of so many miles in England. In the 
midst of his journey he was detained ^ree days by a 
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ymndmng tribe of Becbuanas, who bad heard of the 
passionaries^ and who would have laid the hair of their 
heads beneath his feet to have persuaded him to have 
accompanied them as their teacher. When they had 
exhausted all their arguments to accompli^ their 
wishes, without effect, the chief had recourse to the fol^ 
lowing stratagem : — ** I know," said he, '^ your reason 
for refusing to go with us, you are afraid we will mur- 
der you." After repeating the assertion several times, 
and repeated denials were made on the part of the 
missionary, the chief remarked that it was in his power 
to convince him to the contrary; but that he would hold 
his opinion, till he furnished him with the only proof 
that would induce him to alter it. ^* Name your proof," 
said the missionary, ^' and if it is in my power it shall 
be granted." The chief thought he had succeeded, 
when he told him that the proof which would satisfy 
him was, that he should accompany him. At their first 
interview the missionary gave them a few beads, and 
other things of a trifling nature. In the course of their 
conversation, when they became painfully pressing 
in their solicitations for him to go with them as their 
teacher, the missionary said, *^I know the reason 
you are so earnest for me to go with you, you suppose 
I shall be able to furnish you with such things as those 
I gave you when we first met." With this remark 
they were all much hurt, and brought the things he 
had given them, and laid them down before him; 
and in a most feeling and solemn manner declared 
that the reason he assigned had no weight with them. 
** Come with us," said they, ^* and you shall not only 
have your own, but every thing we have to spare ; we 
lyill defend you, and be directed by you, and hunt for 
you," 
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The difficulties which Dr, Vanderkemphi4«to .^^^ 
counter from the jealousies of the Gaffers^ wh«n h^ 
attempted to establish a mission among them^ are^ 
known ip every one acquainted witib his intese^wg 
communications from Cafferland ; but the (U^positions; 
of the Gaffers in relation to that subject have ondw^ 
gone sucl^ a change since that period, that missiooaries 
may now be assured that they will be received witii 
open arms in any part of that interesting couBtry. ; 
While the following aii^cdote deserves to be rdtated> 
on account of the honour which it reflects upon tha 
Gs^er character^ it may be taken as an illostratiDn of 
the eagerness of many of the people to enjoy the ben 
neBts of Ghristian instruction for themselves and hx 
their families. On one of my visits to Theopolis.t walkr 
ihg through the village in company with Mr, Badker, 
two very fine boys came up to me, and one of thMa 
took hold of my coat^ while the other placed himseif in 
my path, and stood before me smiling in my fiance. I 
saw they were not Efottentots ; and, being struck wiUi 
their appearance and fine open countenances, I turned 
to the missionary, and, inquiring of him to whom they 
belonged^ I received the following account of them, and 
of the circumstances under which they were brought to 
the missionary institution and placed under his ctfe. 
Their father is a CafFer chief. At a time whpn the 
Gaffers were prohibited from entering the colony, he 
came one evening to Theopolis, and presented himself 
to Mr. Barker with his two boys. After having apo- 
logised for the lateness of the hour at which he had 
come to the institution, he stated the object of his visit 
in the following manner : — 
, ^^ I have long desired to have a missionary at my 
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kraal; btrt^ after looking* anxiously for one for years 
pait^ I began to despair of ever enjoying that privi- 
lege. 'Die laws of the colony will not permit me to 
come and live at a missionary institution^ else I would 
forsake my native country^ and come and live among 
yOtt : but, much as I desire to be near a missionary oil 
my own account, my chief concern is now about itiy 
children ; and; if I cannot have a misidonary with me, 
I shall live and die in peace if you will take these two 
boys under your care, and see them instructed in your 
religion, and be a father to them. If you will permit 
them to remain at Theopolis, and attend your school, 
th^ shall not be any trouble to you ; I have provided 
a person in the village with whom they will lodge, and 
I shall take care, while I live, to defray the expense of 
thrfr board and clothing." 

If any thing is required to add additional interest to 
this affecting story, it isnecessary only to state that the 
visit of this Caflfer chief to Theopolis, at this time, was 
at the ittiminent risk of his life ; for, had he been ob- 
served by any of the military patroles on the frontier, 
he nright have been instantly shot: and that he has 
amjdy redeemed the pledge he gave, that he would 
provide for tJie support of his boys, as he has been in 
the habit of regularly sending cattle to the institution 
for that purpose. 
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CHAFTER XIX. 

Recapitulation.— Iptkni^te eonneiion between Civilization and Cbm- 
tianity. — ^First step towards the Civilization of SaTO^^.-r-IpteU^ 
awakened by the contemplation and excitement of |prea( objects. — - 
What have human Philanthropy and Seienee ever don^ without 
Religion to enlighten and elevate Barbarous Nations ? — Civilizar 
tion in its worldly sense only a secondary object in Missionary 
labours.— * Philosophy alone inadequate to reform Mankind. — 
Effects of Christianity on the Characters of Nations. — Influence of 
Christian Missions. — Conclusion. 

The illustrations which have been afforded, showing the 
religious^ moral, and political advantages which the 
missions have conferred on South Africa ; the difficul- 
ties against which they have had to contend ; the fitvour- 
able dispositions of the natives to receive misi^naries ;- 
and the means which it is the duty of govemm^it to 
pursue to relieve the natives, and to save them from 
destruction, supersede the necessity of further protract- 
ing the discussion of these subjects. The grievances 
of the natives under the British government, and of 
those still beyond the limits of the colony, have been 
exhibited at some length ; and it will be recollect^ 
that we have always argued upon this ground, — ^that 
justice being done to the one, will prove the most effec- 
tual security we can hold out for the preservation of the 
other. With these or similar reflections, we might 
have closed the present volume; but we feel some- 
thing is still due to the cause we are pleading. We 
have pointed out, in numerous details, what has been 
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^fected by our missions^ and we shall be excused by 
our readers, if, before we take our final leave of the 
subject, we advert briefly to the principles to which any 
success* which ha3 attended our labours, is, under the 
blessing of God, to be traced. In civilized countries^ 
ike ofl^ of a nussionary is simple and well defined* 
In the discharge of his duly, he h^ to follow the exam- 
ple of Christ and his aposlles, preadijng the gosppl of 
the kingdom of God ; but when the missionary has to 
reclaim the people, \^oia he is sent to instruct, firom a 
wandering life, to collect them together into villages, and 
to elevate them into a state of civilization, in the manage^ 
ment of his arduous undertaking, he is left to little more 
than the fruit of his own observation and ex|)erienee. 

The dtevation ol a people from a state of barbarism 
to a high pitch of civilization supposes a revolution ia 
the habite of that people, which it requires much time, 
and the opersdion of many causes to effect. By the 
preaching of the gospel, individuals, as in the case of 
Africaner, may be suddenly elevated to a surprising 
height in the scale of improvement, and the influence 
of such a person, on a savage tribe, must be great ; but 
those on whom the power of divine truth operates in a 
dire^ manner, bear but a small proportion to the num- 
bers who are only the subjects of an indirect or re- 
flected influence. On the mass of people who are but 
sMghtly affected with divine truth, the missionary must 
q^ in every auxiliary to assist him in his work, or h§ 
will never have much pleasure in his labours, nor much 
hcaiour by them. 

While the missionary who labours among a savage 
people has no right to expect much success if he neg- 
hcts their civilization, it may be safely aflSrmed, on the 
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biket hmd, that saoh as midce the attempt miiioDt:dM 
dottrines of the Cross, will soon lay it isid* in despaii^, 
and lecrve the wock to the slow a»d imoeitadn operatiMi 
of natural or ordinary causeia. Soddf nly. to devateia 
satage tribe to the oomforte of Ae world in wWdt we 
Uve> their minds must be impressed with the reality and 
importanee of the life to come. > 

The first tsk&p towards the civilization of a i&c^vage is 
to rouse the thinking* prindple. This can only be done 
by proposing to his mind considerations of sufficient 
fotoe to Qverconie his native indolenoes. These coiisi* 
derations must be addressed to his passions and svdtM 
to his capacity* His natural partisdity for his^owm faeibifes 
and mode of life neutralizes ike foroe of arguioents 
derived from the comparative advants^es of avili^ation. 
The desire of hoardmg, in the savage, is too weal^ to 
esccite enterprise or industry. Although^ when he sees 
the fmits of civilization and indnstry> he may desire to 
possess them>he wocdd much rather sleep in bisc^eep^ 
skin caross> and depend upon the pre^Mious subsist^nod 
of < the dbase^ than submit to the labour of eoftivating 
the gf oufid> or of providing other dothmg. Afkerthe 
Moraviaa Brethren had been above 'twenty yeaits, iA 
Greenlao^d^ many of the unconverted savages oan% in 
a season of scarcity^ to the institutiou^ and were reiievei} 
from starving. While they had nothbg^ and saw the 
oonterfced Greenlanders in possesaoft of abmadspidej 
they acknowledged the superiority of their oondition> 
and wi^ed themselves in possession of their ODtnforls ; 
but^ as soon as the famine was OTser, and they had Ja piw 
spect of obtaining food^ they r^turried to tlfeir ^foim^r 
wi?etcfaedness. , . . ; .. -• -i -j j .■: -mm 

Tte q)ecuktio9S| of science, and the pursuSits^trf Jitiew 
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nAiir8> ^e alcove t the comprehension of the untutored 
SQvage^ and religion is the only inslrument that is; left 
tiiat' call reach his case^ and that is capable oS produo* 
ingt a great, and permanent change. . ' 

Hie difFerenoe^ says one^ between the philosopher 
and the peasant is not so much in the constitution of 
their minds^ as in the objects they are aocnstomed to 
eonteraplate. Great objects are to tte mind, what-the 
suni-beaimsare to the flowers; they paint the colours 
and ripen the fruit. What objects so great as ihos6 
that are presented to the mind in divine revelation ? 
When a peasant feels the powers of the worid tx> comej 
be becomes a thinking being ; the inquiry^ What «hall 
I do to be saved ? is cminected with a great many col« 
lateral inquiries. — How is this salvation discovered? 
How does it consist with the honour of God arid the 
principles of reason? How am I to know when it is 
possessed ? ■ What is its nature ? What are its effects ? 
and what are the duties which its possesses owe tq 
God, to themselves, and' to their fellow creatures? 

To obtain satisfeu^tory answers to these inqfuiries, re- 
course must be had to intelligent society and to bodks. 
Why© the mind is exercised upon these subjects, a 
halnt of thinking is acquired; the thinking princi^ 
pie once in motion cannot be confined to one tradk, 
and iteexicursipns in quest of general and useful knoww 
ledgj^ will be made in every direction^ nor will these 
excursions be made in vain. ^ 

, If religion be necessary to awaken thel aiitention, 
roiw)e the fthinking priniaple, and conduct the process 
ofiicivilization to that point where it may be left to^ 
the influence of other causes to conduct itto a sufccess^ 
f^flssue^iit i^;no less' necessary to supply the r^soaatdes^ 
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ibrm the combinations, and call forth the instruments 
required in this work of benevolence. The miseries 
incident to a state of savage life — the injuries whidi 
tribes in a state of nature are in the habit of receiving 
from their contiguity to civilized states — ^the wan- 
ton manner in which the rights of human nature 
have been trampled on in reducing and keeping a large 
portion of them in slavery, have all been the subjects 
of eloquent declamation ; but it is to Christian charity 
alone we are to trace any attempts to elevate them in 
the scale of being, break asunder their chains, lessen 
their miseries, and multiply their comforts. 

The charity that is confined to the body may supply 
the wants that come under our observation ; but its mis- 
sionaries have never been heard in the heathen world ; 
its wishes, were they called into exertion, would prove 
ineflfectual, while civilization and social order never fail 
to grace the train of genuine religion. What funds 
have ever been collected — what societies formed?— 
what missionaries sent forth to promote the civilization 
of savage tribes, which have not sprung from the spirit 
of Christian missions ? 

For the romantic generosity which influenced the 
fathers of the Moravian missions to propose to sell 
themselves as slaves, that they might have the oppor- 
tunity of instructing the slaves in our West India 
Islands, in the mysteries of the kingdom of God ; for 
the apostolic zeal which triumphed over the rigours 
and horrors of a polar sky ; for that spirit of martyrdom 
which sustained the missionaries of the South Sea 
Islands amid dangers and death, till their labours 
were crowned with the subversion of idolatry, and |he 
universal establishment of the Christian faith ; for that 
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annihilation of self, and that divine benevolence which 
fired the breast of the Apostle of the Gentiles^ and 
which is necessary to all who would attempt the civili- 
ziation rf savag^es by residing among them ; we look in 
vain to the spirit of the world, the unaided sympathies 
of the human heart, the genius of modern Uterature, or 
to any agencies short of the powers of the world to come* 

We feel no disposition to conceal, that it is the in- 
calculable worth of the human soul, which gives to 
missionary labours their greatest importance, and sur- 
rounds them with all the grandeurs of eternity. It is 
Christianity, as suited to man as a sinner, as fitted to 
mipply the wants of man as an immortal creature, as 
viewed in its relation to the invisible world, and as it 
brings life and immortality to light, and triumphs over 
death and the grave, that raises all the slumbering en- 
ergies of the human mind, that kindles the zeal of the 
missionary, and that elevates the savage in the scale of 
being. It is to this principle that we are to trace the phi- 
lanthropy, the energy, and wisdom, which have given rise 
to Bible and Missionary Societies ; it is to this principle 
we are indebted for the zeal, which induces mission- 
aries to forsake their native shores, and submit to all 
the privations which must be endured in their attempts 
^* to plant the germ of civilization on the icy hills of 
Greenland ; sow the seed of social virtue on the sultry 
plains of Africa ; or impart the charter of evangelical 
liberty to such as are in a state of slavery*." 

It is this principle, which has raised up our mission- 
ary institutions, like so many oases amidst the vast 

* Thornton's Essay on the best means of promoting the Spread 
of Divine Truth, &c. 
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wastes with which they are still surrounded a and /Were 
this spirit extinguished^ ignorance and ba^bansni would 
speedily resume their wonted empire. < • ' ■ 

My feelings and sentiments on this subject fully ac- 
cord with the sentiments of Dr. Chalmers, in the fol- 
lowing passage : — ^^ It is very well in its place to. ^rge 
the civilizing influence of a missionary society. But 
this is not the main object of such an institution. It is 
not the end ; it is only the accompaniment. :It isia 
never-failing collateral, and may be used as.a^wfiil 
instrument in fighting the battles of the missionary 
qause. It is right enough to contest it with our enemies 
at every one point of advantage ; and for this purpose 
to descend, if necessary, to the very grouwd on .which 
they hme po5;ted themselves. But when so engaged, 
let us never forget the main elements of our business'; 
for tliere is a danger that, when turning the eye of our 
antagonists to tlie lovely picture of peace, and industiryy 
and cultivation, raised by many a Christian missionary 
amoiig the wilds of heathenism, we turn it away from 
the very marrow and substance of our undertakings 
the great aim of which is to preach Christ to sinners, 
and to rear human souls to a beauteous and never- 
fading immortality." ., ... 

It is not by using religion as an expedient to promote 
the temporal interests of man, that we gain evqn that 
object ; but it is by using her as the mesins of pronnrting 
the elevation of the soul, and its confomity .to God; 
it is by keeping in view the life to come, that we r^der 
her subsenient to the highest interqsts, and the most 
valuable purposes of the life that now is. Break off 
tlie connexion between Christianity and ,a world toi 
come, ^nd you annihilate its ener^y^ and extinguish its 
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vivifyiilg^ priaciples. The ascendienby religion gains 
over the nrind is through the medium of our belief; 
and all its influence is lost the moment it ceases to be 
I'ttcognized by us as the oflfepring of heaven. ' 

' If we speak^ thereforei of the advantages she confers 
on'the preisent state, we do not speak of those advan- 
tages as her ultimate aim, but as the blessings vt^hich 
afttend and mark he^ progress during her earthjy pil- 
grimage* We give them as the fruits she yields in 
this nngeni^l climate, and as the indications of her 
rigour, and her identity with the doctrines and pre- 
cepts taught by Jesus Christ and his apostles, which 
ban^h vice, idleness, and barbarism, and come to us 
accompanied with all the lovely train of the virtues. 

^^ Religious institutions are the channels, if I may use 
tiie expression,*' says an eloquent writer, ^^ by which thq 
ideas of order, of duty, of humanity, and of justice, flow 
through the diflferent ranks of the community." The 
advantages of natural science must ever be confined to 
a few; the science of religion jnay be accessible to all ; 
and its influehce over individual^, and over the body 
of the people will, generally speaking, be proportioned 
to the degree of scriptural simplicity with which it is 
exhibited, its influence over those who are its pfo- 
fessed teachers, and the purity of the mediums through 
which it is conv^ed. 

. Hie writers of the present age, who recommend to 
us to civilize barbarous and savage nations, before we 
teadk them religion, forget that there is not a single 
example on the records of history of any philosopher 
oi* legislator having civilized a nation or tribe without 
the iiids of religion. 
The laws of Mm<K, of Zaleucus, of the Twelve 
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Tablesi were founded upon tbe dread of stq)erior beings. 
Cicero^ In bis treatise ^^ De Legibus," eonsidenst a pit)- 
videhce as the basis of all legislation* Plato refers to 
a Deity in every page of his works* Nnma made 
Rome a sacred city^ that he might render it eternaJ« 
^^ It was not frauds it was not snperstiticm/' says a 
great man> ^^ which established religion among the 
Romans j it was that necessity which renders religion 
indispensable to the existence of society/* ^* The yoke 
of religion," continues he^ ^* was the only one which 
the Roman people, in tiieir ardour for liberty, dared 
not to shake off; and that people which was so easily 
agitated, had need of being controlled by an invisible 
power/* 

Civilization, social order, and the charities which 
sweeten life, are among the subsidiary advantages which 
spring from the diffusion of genuine religion ; but these 
advantages are enjoyed by men in general, without 
bestowing a single reflection on the source whence they 
proceed. 

'* The misfortune is, that men, after they are refined 
and have begun to enjoy the advantages that sj^ing 
from their improvement, refuse to acknowledge the true 
causes to which they are indebted for them ; as in a 
tree, the numerous branches and thick foliage conceal 
the trunk, and discover to us only smiling flowers and 
abundant fruit." It is pleasant to see an increase of 
the li^t of science, the approximation of public opi- 
nion to the standard of equity, and those changes that 
are operating in favour of the rights and liberties of 
mankind ; but, with all the advantages we enjoy in the 
&ge in which we live, that millennium in which the 
Wishes <tf benevoteiice lu-e to be realized^ will ever 
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recede from Our embraces, unless preceded, aecompa-^ 
nied, and followed by the diffusion of divine truthi 
Philosophy alone, with all her lofty pretensions, is in- 
adequate to the task of regenerating and preserving 
the morals of society. 

Philosophers, in all ages, have felt this truth ; and 
this consciousness of the impotence of their principled 
has kept them from making the attempt. Hence the 
ancient philosophers considered their opinions as above 
the reach of the vulgar ; congratulated themselves on 
their own superior discernment ; confined their opinions 
and instruction to the favoured illuminati ; looked down 
with contempt on the great body of the people, and 
abandoned them to their native ignorance and supersti- 
tion. While Europe was learnmg of Egypt, and looking 
to it as the most enlightened country in the world, the 
nation so elevated by its science was sunk in the most 
vile and degrading superstition, worshipping, as gods, 
the meanest of quadrupeds, the vilest of reptiles, and 
the commonest roots that grew in their gardens. While 
Demosthenes harangued, Socrates taught, and Plato 
and Aristotle philosophised at Athens, that city was 
wholly given to idolatry, and all Greece was descend- 
ing from Its high elevation, and acquiring habits in- 
consistent with liberty and independence- WTien Gato, 
Seneca, Cicero, Virgil, and Horace flourished in RomCi 
the deities of the Romans were multiplied to thirty 
thousand, and the vices of the body of the people were 
such as, in many instances, will not bear to have the 
names by which they were designated explained and 
translated into our language. 

The aggregate of virtue oh vice, happiness or misery, 
in a nation, is not to be esthnated by the habits, sentt- 
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EOf ptB^ and pursuits of a few literary or soieiltific !»«»> 
but. by the li^tures distingxiisbable in the great ma^d of 
society. The standard of the oational charac^r mi^ 
be ; related by the conditioa of that oaasa. Natdiire 
never designed that the great body of men^ in any 
nation^ should be philosophers; and if they are not 
brought under the influence of pure Christianity^ th^ 
nust be left to fall under the influence of superstition or 
infidelity* 

. .Philosophy had nearly four thousand yearst before 
the coming of Christ, to try her energy ; and what did 
she dp for mankind? What savage trib^ (did she 
civUize ? What systems of idolatry did she pvertbrQw I 
What vice did she extirpate ? What virtues did sbft 
generate ? What sources of misery did she dry i^^p ? 
^id* vAk9i fountains of happiness and salvation did 
she open to a perishing and miserable woyld? fTUl 
the sun of righteousness arose with healing u^der hi^ 
wiog$> the ignorance and wretchedness of the nations 
remamed ; and could his healing and saving beams he 
extinguished or eclipsed, notwithstanding the lights; of 
science, the civiliaed world might soon be again iu^ 
meraed in the darkness of ignorance and barbarism. 

The talents of an individual may be cultiyated, ; mm 
of genius may arise in different countries; arts and 
sciences may flourish among the privileged classes of 
sQciejty.; the blossoms of literature may be as profuselly 
^read abroad as the flowers that cover aa Afrix^n 
(tesert*; and politicians may exhibit their ingenuity 
in constructing new governments and in mending old 

: ^iSotte of the most sandy and desert parts of Africa ane^vered • 
^ttb ^heigreatest wiriety of flowers* . j . . ;<:t v .: . i 



0IW5S'; but/ in spite" of these advantages and eflforts*^ 
if the inafi^ of society is left without Tegenerattiiig priiiJ 
4»pl6s^ govemmente tbemeelves, with iall iheir agents 
awdr'accon^inments, wilt be tossed about by its mighty 
movements like the rudderless bark on the surfaice of 
n tempestuous ocean. The efforts of the philosopher 
will be vain, if> in his speculations for the a(melioratton of 
the hnman race^ he overlooks the degeneracy of mam 
and the culture of the heart. It has been remarked by 
a>cbtebr«ted modern writer^ that many of the ahd^nt 
{philosophers^ observing the impatience of men undek^ 
the restraints of civil government^ the tendency of their 
minds to disorder and corruption, and the diRiettkies* 
attending every attempt to es^Uish among ttiem instl^ 
ttftions favourable to the improvement of the species; vo- 
luntarily abandoned to inferior hands the reins and cares 
6f the state, in order to correct the evils they obj^ryed at 
ihi^ir soilirce, and to fit men for civil liberty by thei* 
moral instructions. The attempt was noble, and :the' 
principle on which they acted deserves our admiration ; 
but to them *• futurity was not unvriled ; their morality^ 
was without the sanction of a divine law ;" they wanted 
the means we possess, — ^the word of God, the only 
ittSttximent adequate to tiie regeneration of the world*. 

'[ * The wanti of success of which the ancient philosophers com- 
plained in their attempts to correct the prejudices and elevate the 
minds of the common people, may perhaps account for the conduct 
ctf^SbcrAtes'in his dying- moments, and for the eonformUy whleft 
mdny of thenk reoommend to the established systems of celig^pn-in 
t^ir respective coijmtri^. Perceiving that their ethical discourse^ 
had so little effect upon the vulgar, they judged it better for the 
public good, that they should be under the influence of a supersti- 
iUm whkhii they despised in <^eir heartSy than ihatthey shoaldi)e 
entirely without religious restrakits* The^re wss^nothin^i^gciod 
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What pbilosq^iy Ebandooed in de^air bas hem 
e&oted by the preacfaing of the Gross. The <]k>ciruie 
which was (o the Jews a stnmbling-^block, and to the 
Greeks ibolishiiess, gradually undermined and over^i 
threw the whole of that superstructure of sc^rstitian^ 
hkle, and priestcraft which was the oj^rohmm c^ 
philosophy ; and it is still niighty^ through fiod^ to the 
pulling down of strong holds *. 

To what is England indebted for the high place sh« 
occupies in the scale of nations? Ask the naiwal phi* 
losopher thi$ question^ and he will reply, to the difiusion 
of science. Ask the man of literature this question, 
and he will ascribe it to our attainments in literature. 
Ask the statesman this question, and he will trace it to 
the genius of our laws and constitution. Ask the advo- 
cate for civil liberty the same question^ and he will resolve 
all our advantages into omr civil liberties !• We are 
greatly indebted as a nation to our scipnce^ to our 
literature^ to our laws ; — and to our civil liberties we 

Simidst the rubbish of paganism which was not inculcated by the 
philosophers ; but so different is the effect upon the human mind, 
between that which we regard as human only, and that which comes 
to us apparently clothed with a divine sanction, that the Greeks and 
Jtom^us, who w^Q respected and feared while tli^y ven^raled the 
obligations of an oath made at their altars, became dissolute and 
despicable when they had become so much philosophists as to laugh 
at sacred things. The French revolution was an experiment which 
may be appealed to as an illustration of the same fact. 

* What had philosophy and commerce done for India ? for South 
Africn? and for the South Sea islands, before these places were 
visited by our missionaries ? 

t This reminds us of the reply made by the Indian, who, on 
being asked on what the world rested, answered, " on ihe back of 
a tortoise ;'' but who, on being questioned on what the tortoise 
rested, was silent. 
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w* indebted for much of our science, trnr litca'ature^ 
and for all that is valuable in our constitution. But it 
ought Qever to be forgotten that those liberties w€are 
gmned for us i» the same field m which the martyr 
obtained bis crown. 

^^ Hi^ prodi^ous superiority," observes a philosO'* 
phical and eloquent writer*^ " which Europe posse^gea 
over Asia and Africa^ is chiefly to be ascribed to this 
cause. It is the possession of a reUgion which compre- 
hends tiie seeds of endless improvement ; which main^ 
tains an incessant struggle with whatever is barbarous, 
selfish, or inhuman; which, by unveiling futurity, dothes 
morality with the sanction of a divine law, and harmo- 
nizes utility and virtue in every combination of events, 
and every stage of existence; a religion which, by 
affording the most just and sublime conceptioni^ of the 
Deity, and of the moral relations of man, has given 
birth at once to the loftiest speculations and the most 
child-like humility, uniting the inhabitants of the globe 
into one family, and the bonds of a common salvation. 
It is thus religion, rising upon us like a finer sun, has 
quickened moral vegetation, and replenished Europe 
with talents, virtues, and exploits, which, in spite of 
physical disadvantages, has rendered it a paradise, the 
delight and the wonder of the world." 

^^ We ought not to be discouraged," satys that pro- 
found thinker Bishop Butler f, '■ hi this good work, 
though its future success were less clearly foretold, and 
though its effects have, in reforming mankind, appeared 

* The Rev. Robert Hall. 

t See Sermim preached before the Incorpor^ed Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, 1738. 



t6 be as Mm as otir adversaries jitetetld.'^'W^f/Hp 
deed, and some others, seem to require rn6rc?'lfta1(f 
eittfei* experience or Scripture give ground foho^lerfor 
In *ttie present eourse of the World. The BaS-e ^tktJlM^ 
ment of Christianity in anyplace, even * tfie '^ttfertfil 
form and profession of it, is a verf importaM a'rid Vati^-* 
able effect. It is a serious call to men to attend fo thej' 
liatbi^ and revealed dofctrines of religion. * It is *iS( 
standing publication of the gospel/ and rehflfer^" ?f^' 
witness to them; and, by ttiis means, the"pilt|R!)j^ 6if 
Providence are carrying on with regard to rdtnbt^ agei' 
as well as to the present. ^Cast thy bfead upbii the' 
waters, for thou shalt find It after many da';^.* ^ IWtBf' 
morning sow thy seed, and in the evening "wifhliolB' not! 
thine hand ; for thou knowest not whether shall prdi^er,^' 
either this or that, or whether they shaH both be alike 
good.' We can look but a very little way into fhe con- 
sequences of things ; our duty is t6 spfead ft[e ind6r- ^ 
ruptible seed as widely as we can, arid l^ve it to Go\l 
to give the increase. Yet this touch ^ve may b^ almbsf^ 
assured of, that the gospel, wherever it is planted'/' 
will have its genuine effects upon some few;' upon 
more, perfiaps, than are taken notice of in th^ fcfeirr^ of ^ 
the world. There are, in every country where tiif^/ 
gospel is preached, a few persons who come under the * 
description of those of whom our Lord speaks in the 
parable of the sower, ^ as understanding the w6f$/ 
and bearing fruit, and bringing fortti somfe an hunA^d^ 
fold, some sixty, some thirty.' One migtrt add, that 
those persons, in proportion to their influence, do at'^ 
present better the state of things;— better if ^dii^ in ■ 
the civil sense, by giving some check to that at^wed' 
prbfligateness whidi is a co*rtrAdictibn to att t^rder alnd**'^ 
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eavem«ient,.and^ if not checked^ must be tbe subrert 
SJIOH of if 

. To sucK as think that nothing is doing by the mis* 
skma, unless they are continually hearing of mima|}Qua 
eonversionS;^ I must be allowed to hazard a reanark^ ioK 
the accuracy of which I can vouch, as far as my own 
observation extends, that the number of conversions 
which come under the notice of missionaries do not 
beaf a greater proportion to the general good done by 
the missions, than the conversions and triumphant 
deaths i*ecorded in our monthly publications in England 
do to the entire sum of good done in our native coun- 
try, by the preaching of tine gospel and the institutions 
of Christianity. While the missionaries are complain* 
ing that they have so very few striking instances of the 
power of divine grace to record in their communicatioM 
to their respective societies, let it be remembered that 
their influence is much more extensive, and the change 
carrying on by them much greater, than they tbem<^ 
selves are able to imagine* In those countries wtere 
our missions have gainol a marked ascendency ther^ is 
scarcely one spot, however much secluded, impervious 
to their all-pervading %ht and heat. Wher^perhaps they 
are grossly misrepresented and spoken against, they are 
checking the grinding power of oppression, railing the 
standard of morals, proclaiming liberty to the c^tives, 
opening the prison doors to those that are bound, dif- 
fusing abroad the lights of science and literature, un- 
dermining the false systems of religion s^fainst which 
they have to contend, multiplying those charitaWe insti- 
tutions that have for their otject the relief of snffering 
hiimanity, vanquishing infidelity by the most direct 
and powerful of all arguments^ by living exhibitk^ of 

Vol. II. 2 B 
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the truth Qf Christianity, and chan^ng the Very face of 
our colonies ; while they are accelerating the approach 
of tiiat moral revolutian which will ihortly usher in the 
kuigdoms of this world as the kingdoms cf our Lord 
and of hb Christ 



APPENDIX. 



No. I. 

Stuurman^B Kraal. — (Vide vol. i., p. IKh) 

The following account of the fate of David Stuurman and his fol- 
lowers, is extracted from an article in the New Monthly Maga- 
zine, for January, 1828, from the pen of my friend Mr. Pringle, 
who has also embodied the same affecting story in the notes ap- 
pended to his poems written in South Africa. Mr. Prinze men- 
tions that he obtained the details from a gentleman in the Cape 
colony, who knew the circumstances well, and had himself been 
a personal witness of many of them : — 

' •* On the death of Klaas Stuurman, who was killed in hunting 
the buffalo, his brother David, who had been his faithfril associate 
in peace and war, succeeded him, by the unanimous suffitiges of 
the little community at Kleine Rivier, as their chief or protector. 

** The existence of this independent kraal gave, however, great 
o£fence to the neighbouring boors, — the more especially as the two 
Stuurmans and their followers had particularly distinguished them- 
selves in fighting against the ' Christians' during the late dis- 
turbances. The policy of the Batavian government, in protecting 
them in independence, was much blamed ; and Stuurman and his 
people, though conducting themselves inoffensively, were jealously 
watched, and every possible occasion embraced of preferring com- 
plaints against them ; with the view of getting them rooted out, 
and reduced to the same state of servitude as the rest of their na- 
tion had been now universally subjected to. For several years no 
suitable opportunity presented itself to obtain the accomplishment 
of this purpose ; but with such feelings of mutual enmity and sus- 
picion, occasions of offence could not fail to occur ; and, at length, 
in 1810, when the colony was once more under the government of 
England, this Hottentot captain and his associates became outlaws 
in the following manner : 

*• Two individuals, belonging to this village, or kraal, had engaged 
themselves, for a certain period, in the service of a neighbouring 
boor ; who, when the term of their agreement had expired, refused 
them permission to depart — a practice at that time very general, 
as at this day it still continues to be. The Hottentots, upon this, 
went off without permission, and returned to their own village. 
The boor followed them thither, and demanded them back : but 

2 B 2 
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th«rirt«h»C Simmpan, uefup^d to wrrend^r 4^qv, tN^^t^ftyihft 
V«U^6omet, a petty loeal ftiiMstionary, came witk, 9 |>arty of ^ir^ect 
b6ors to tttke them by Ibrce* Stuurnnoi^ onlheiappipaQh, qf 'tj^ 
liMid, 4jrewtup bis mm, and cmlled out io-thft vw!d-coni^4^f>ewar6 
-**fon if he attempted to enter his krafel in arms, be would jftue 
upon him4 On tiaa Uie boors laid down their guus^ ao4^ ^ied ^to 
oaj6le him, by &if words, to yield Ihe point Stuunnim» bo<wex<9r> 
was atauBch to his friends, and re^sed^ A report of .his(fontunuu- 
ciouB conduct was^ thevefbre, made to the landdrost; and that fi^<- 
midable functioiiary issued an imperative order fi>r..the UoUent^ft 
ehief tb appear instantly before him, to answer for hi^ audacity^ 
Staunnan was so infatuated as to delay ooii^UasiAe ; ,aad».i9*^on- 
aequence of this, Jiis arrest, and the destruction .of hi3^raal,i^er^ 
fin^whh determined on. But as he wa& weli known i,9 ))e,a„respr 
lute Qianvand much beloved by his oouatrymen, who iK|[ar4ed him 
«8 assort of champioa, it was 4^asidered too Jva^ardou&toattieE^pt 
his'seiaureby open force, and the following strati^iem if as faUe* 
upon 'toiaDcbmplish this purpose^ > , < 

• ** A boor named Cornelius Routenbach, a heemraad (or peUy ji^ 
lice) of the Uitedihage district, had by some means orpther ,ga3in^ 
Stuurman's.oon6dence and friendship; aud this man was ^mplo^fed to 
entitip him^ Oa a certain day, accordingly, he sent an express to his 
fHend Sii^rman, stating that the Cafiers had carried off a number of 
his cattle, ssnd requesting him to hasten over with the most trusty^ of 
his followers to aid him in pursuit of the robbers. The HoUen^ 
chief aod.his party instantly equipped themselves aoduiet ciut. 
Whait they reaicued Boutenbach's residence, Stuurmaa was. wel- 
comed with every demonstration of cordiality, and, with {bti^^pf his 
•principal ioUuweffs was invited into the house, On a si^arl ^i^en, 
thedmrwas ahut» and »t the same moment the l4andd^os;t (Mi^or 
Cuyler), the Veld-commandant Stolz, and a crowd of boors, rq^h^d 
out upon them from an inner apartment, and made them all pri- 
soners. The rest of the Hottentot party, who had remained out- 
side, perceiving how their captain aitd comrades had been betrayed, 
imm^di^ely dispersed themselves. The majority, returning to 
theSriVdal/werii, togetlier with their families, dJsiri bitted t>^ the 
landdrost as serfs to the nai^hbouriyg bpocs. Some fled into Caf- 
ferland ; and a very few were, at tlie earnest entreaty of Dr. Van- 
rferkeirigi permitted to join the missionary insHtUtion At Bl^thtJfe- 
dorp. The' chief and those seiired alohg with him were' ient off 
pri^On^^ tb' Caplsj Town, where, after undergoing ^omeWtoF trial 
lefcfr^ fte cbiirt of jttslfce^ uJ)on the evidence furnfshfed by'iheir 
' mortal feheroie^ (hey were condemneif to Work hi irdnfs fbr life,' and 
. seAt t6 Ribbbfen Ifefand to^be cotifirfed amihg* the\)thef icohv*it^*^ 

'^*'^tfuimii4n*Sfcraalthti^ effectually broken upith^ OL^ddrbst^Guy- 
ler asked and obtained, as a private grant for himself, 'the >^dunds 
ihd H«^ttentota : had : occupied. Thia onagistpaAe J|i)i;eiKise/ j^h^aof d 
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JJciss^^otiTof thettilifle bi^longing' to Staurman Aiid' st)riie 'ofhi^ 
p^^pi^-^tLpdn lirha^ t^tms is not pt'ecisdy known ; but he all^gied 
(^t^d T quedtCon not the facit) that ' due comp^nBartion* Was maidd 
to the pt^Miert. Moreover, this ibnctionary took into his owri 
i^^tVibei "(fi-om the tndst kudable motives, as he iLlle^d, thoa^ 
\^ithdu't €fHher leg*l contract or regular wa^es) the children bf the 
CW6 l^ftiurmans; ttfidin his service some ol' theim still remained ia 
VB26: David's son was confined in prison for some time, i»itho«t 
1j^^ iiccfused of arty crime, after his father had made his escape 
fh)th^ confinement— nierely with the benevolent Tiew of preventinjB^ 
ilk ybnth fifom taking i^efuge with his outlawed fkdier kk Caff^rlan£ 
'*• St^ruritwni end Ws eowirades, after remaining for some yews prir- 
sOnieris^ iiiHs^bben Island, contrived to make their escape, and three 
6f tliemf (the eWef *nd *wt> ethers) succeeded in effeetiiig< their rei- 
1*^t thrbugfl ttie^ whole extetit of the colony into Cafierlaiid^ a disi- 
itmce of seven hundred miles. Impatient, however, to retam to 
fiisfamiTy, St«iirman» in the year 1816, sent out a message to a 
missionary, from whom he had formerly eitperiencied kindness^ i|b^ 
tteatihg'him «4{i> endeavo«ir to procure permission for him to ifetura 
^ "peace. This missionaty, as he himself infoimed me, m^e ep- 
pltcation* in h4s behalf to the Landdiv>st Cuyler-^but without avail : 
;tti'at magistrate recommended • that Stuurman should temadn where 
he was/ Three years afterwards, however, the unha^y exile 
Ventured ^o re^rh into the colony without pertnlss>i<m. But- he 
wiis riot lon^ in being dis^eovered and apprehended by hi« oldpct- 
secutors, and was once more sent a prisoner to Cape Town; Here 
he was kept in clo^ confinement till the yeiilr 1823, whed lietW^s 
finally transported as a convict to New Soutlt Wales; ' i ' '• . 
' •' Such was th^ treatment and the fate of -the last Wottebtot cW^f 
wh6 attempted to stand up for ttie natut^l rights of his country- 
=m^n/' ...•'•■. •; i 



I, Cohmal Proclamation of 1809,—( Vide vat i,,p* X4^.) . 
^ivn» tnlp ^m-- PROCLAMATION. -'*'-" '-^^mftUKi 

By HH Excellency, Dupre Earl of Caledon, Viscount Alexfind^r, 
■1 and Baryn Ciilodou ofCuledon, iti that part of tlie Lriitt'CdKinf!^- 
;,.,illoin of Groat Britain and Ireland called Irt?lantlf and oue of ihc 
.i^iiHepresentative Peers of that King'dom, Governor and Com- 
!;,u;inander in Chief of His Majesty's Castle, Toivn,aud Settlcmeut 
of ihisi Cape of Good Hope, in Soutli Afrie?i, and of the Territo- 
-;ii:oe^Jind DepenJiinciea tliereof, and Ordinary and Vic q Admiral 

.-'.iPf frhe^flftmi?*,. ;....;,.;..,, ,. .;. .. .. !.,.,.,;•... f.jr .>.,! 1. 1 'I 

'^WH^ttBA8'Hr«i)j)ea)i^ that «he provisions m^^ 
for securing the fulfilling of contracts of hire between the inhabit- 
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ants of this colony and Hottentots, av^ not n^cient iovtlie in- 
tended purpose ; and, whereas, for the benefit of thk coloDy at 
larg:e, it is necessary that not cmly the individuals of the Hottentot 
nation, in the same manner as the otb«r inhabitants, should be 
subject to proper regularity in regard to their plaecs of abode and 
occupations, but also, that they should find an eacouragienient ^ 
preferring entering the service of the inhabitants, to leading an 
indolent life, by vrhich they are rendered useless both to them- 
selves and the community at large^ — 

I therefore have thought proper to establish and ordain, and 1^ 
these presents do establish and ordain : 

'1. Tliat all and every Hottentot in the <fifierent ^tiicts of this 
colony, in the same manner ai^ all inhabitants, i^iall haira a fixed 
place of abode in some one of the districts, and that an entry of 
the same shall be made in the office of the fiscal, or the respee- 
tive landdrosts, and that they shall not be allowed to elumge their 
place of abode from one district to another, without a c^tifie^firem 
the fiscal or landdrost of the district from which they remove; 
which certificate they shall be bound to exhibit to the fiscal or 
landdrost of the district where they intend to settle, for the purpose 
of being entered in their ofiice ; while every Hottentot, neglect- 
ing this order, shall be considered as a vagabond and treated ac- 
cordingly. 

2. That every inhabitimt who engages a Hottentot in bis so^ce 
for the space of a month, or any longer period, shall be boimd 
with the same to make his appearance before the fiscal, or the land 
drost, or the field-cornet /if his district, and there enter into^ and 
sign, in triploy a proper written contract, containing, 

a) The name of the person who takes into service. 

6) The name of the person who enters into service. 

c) The terms of the contract. 

d) The amount of the wages. 

e) The time of payment. And 

f) Such further conditions as the persons contracting shall agree 

upon. . 

Of which contract, after having been duly signed in Mpia^ each 
of the parties shall be furnished with one counterpart, and the third 
counterpart is to remain in the office of the fiscal, landdrost, or 
field-cornet ; while, for the sake of fiidlitating the e^ecuUon of dris 
measure as mudi as possible, the fiscal and respective landdro^s 
shall, upon applying for the same, be furnished,* on the part of 
government, gratis, with the necessary printed copies for their 
own offices, and those of the field-cornets under them. 

This being neglected, no contract of hire against a Hottentot 
shall stand good; and in a case where it is proved that the Hot- 
tentot was ignorant of these present regulations, upon the eidstence 
,4)f^ a hi^ cohtract behig satis&dor^y proved, the ^Mjgagefliettt 'shall 
atand ^olid ih &vtHU* of the Hott^tot, whe fitHOl be^ntiHed to aU 



ifae adTMUgw teenrad by thig proclftiiiaUoiiy to Hottentotd eoter- 
iag ivAo centraois heiore Ihe fiscal, landdrost* or field-coruet. 

3k la BBsk caAdfl, where a HoUenU>t entering any service, with 
ibe oonsent of the person whose service he engages in includes 
his wifii and children, or any of them, in the contract, the same shall 
)>e supplied by saeh person whose service the said Hottentot enters, 
wifth ii» necessaries of life, (lodging included,) in the same manner 
as the person who made the contract, provided they have not made 
a personal engagement for themselves ; as in this case a separate 
agM^neat must be made with them, and duly signed. 

4. That, the agreement expiring on the last day of the time stipur 
laied in the contract, the servant shall not be obliged to continue 
his services any longer, but be at liberty, with his wife and chil* 
drta,^ (if ihey are with him,) and with all his cattle and other pro- 
perty of whatevtf natiire it may be, to leave the master and enter 
anotlMr servioe, or act in any othor manner the laws of this colony 
admit o^ without being hindered by the master or any one on his 
pari, on pain of forfeiling one hundred rds., to be divided in three 
shares* one-third for the treasury of the district, one-third for the 
magistrate who (Nrosecutes, and the remaining third for the Hot- 
taitot tlais molested. 

' 5. The Bsaster shall be obliged to pay the wages agreed for, 
strictly on the periods mentioned in the agreement ; and that, in 
ease of select, vi^on the Hottentot's lodging a complaint, the case 
shall be tried by a committee of the court of justice, in the pre- 
sence of the fiscal, if in the district oi the town^ and by the board 
of the respective landdrosts and heemraden, if in one of the country 
districts, which board, upop a sununary investigation, shall admi- 
nister justice ; and, in case the complaint is well founded, the master 
not cmly i^aU be £^liged to pay the servant his wages, but shall, 
over and above, forfeit all cLalm to the further fulfilment of tlie con- 
tract ; as liicewise all claim on account of such necessaries as he 
may have provided. 

§u That before the ssid committee of the court of justice, and 
the board of laaddrost and heemraden, in the same manner shall 
be tried all cases in whidi a Hottentot lodges a complaint agmnst 
his master for ill-treatment, when, if upon a jBummary investigation 
the fact be found true, the Hottentot shall be discharged from his 
aenriee, and the master be fined in a fine n(^ exceeding fiity rds., 
9md. net less dian ten rds.« according to the nature of tlie ill-treat- 
meol ; aad the Hotientot, if found to have urged his complaint 
wantonly or malignantly, shall receive sueh correction as the na- 
ture of the case sl^ require, 

(Hiis article is aot to extend to ill-treatment, accompanied by 
mutilation or injury done to any part or limb of the body, by which 
tfae^eompiaiiiant may be deprived o£ the use thereof for some time. 
Of for ever ; faat in these cases the fiscal or tjie laaddrost shall pro- 
seeute aco[>rding to the common law in use in this colony.) 



^7^.!Tbat4a cos^ the. HoUea^t, si bw^/oWE veqvie^: «hiillr.haiil^ 
been supplied by the master during the term {^ ^ooiklract.^lh « 
clothing or other necessaries^ in deduction -^llvi; aj»owi(^f^llis 
vtagcs, iW iiatyre uml value of such supplies sJMl, at tli» time «f i 
f^up[]lyr be siuLed to the ward^masteir.or fieldw$oniQt«.wl¥V.iip«Niihe' 
HotteutoL's affirming tlie same, shall .a»ake a ineHi9i?l»«diiwli tboiKofi : 
in OT^cr to Uc had recourse to in case of any di^uiterAbpu^.thtftr 
pu^rneut of the wagc^ ; but, ia case of the supplies not b^ing stalled- 
utlhc (imt' aiul registered ia this way, no allowance for. .the saite 
slmll be made. This ssuue rule is to be obs£rye4 ,vbea any Mm ^ 
arises between a master aud Hottentot on any other acxKNint, faring ./ 
the term of tlie contract, by which the. Hpttwtotlieqomes.tfee'dehtwBi? 
of the master* . ■ ... . . ■ j . 

a That UQ wine, brandy, or other spirituous li^upw, • shall be^con^'. 
mdered us nceessarie.'i of life; and, consequeniiy» na JtUowanca shall 
be mcide for the supply thereof ta a Hottentot fay. his Riaster during 
the period, pfj^is' employment. 

d. Tt^t in case it is found at the expiration of liietsiVk of oonr 
tracts, tbnt the^ ^ott;entot has been Aiqpplied with .more^ than nrhi^ 
the amount of the wages he agreed for comes lo« themaster afetall noti 
have any claim, on that account, on the Hotteatot'9 (or his flilnijy\» 
further services* but shall» nottvithstanding, be oUiged to let lum or 
them dicpa^ without any ways detaining him or them, andtopro*^ 
secute tfie Hotientot before a oommittee of tbe court of jusilke, in 
the j^re^enc^ of the fiscal* or the board of the respective landdvcNits 
and he^i^/vden, who» upon finding the claim ta be founded, ahatt. ' 
cond^pii;! ^he. Hpttentqt to the payanent thereof, leaving tothe plains! : 
tiff; to. ,9^ryy , bi^ condi^roAatioi]^ into effect, 4fTcUnario. modo. " 

10, That the rnaster shall, in no case, be allowed to .d«tain« )0f 
prevent frooiL depai:ting, the wife:or children of any Hottentolt thab 
has.li)^n,fn his serviqe,. after the expiration of the tcvm of contract 
of tjjeir l^^sbimd pr father, under pretence of a seeurity, for wihrnt^. " 

he may be indebted to him; not even if he had any claim londbie 

wife ,or, chUdren themselves, for money car any other advances-; 
but shall be obliged to have recourse to the mode.ofppoceediog >- 
prescribed iu the last preceding- article, and not be aUowedi by his >. 
uwn autbonty to attempt the repayment of himself, by the /personal ..■> 
services of these nntives, 1 ... - -.u^ •_ 

IL That likewise incase of the Hottentot's dyings ihlXHiighAirbidfr ^ 
the effect of his personal contract of hire ^ases, ..the » wife' ami' • 
children shall be at liberty lo depart, (if not perBondly engag^)' > 
and to take with them all their property of wbatnv^i nature it >iiiayt o* 
be; and all disputes arising on this head shall qctme nndeB*thi: - 
sumofary co^izanee and dceUion of the said . QOmmittees ^ nf lhe> •: 
court ftf justice or the heemradeu, . ., ,. r ,,,.„. hi . t'^ii 

]2l l^fjat the whole of the property wbkh a Hottentot itoay ileatve/ • " 
beh^;^jP^,Jbiia^,4ec^^s^ sb4Ube givein ^^.^p by tbe mastecbof thote^/ 



^dMsf^aI(!«0Mirigf f0»fh^TMei» aMeu^dfns bf tUis cdlotiy, bIAiK be 
eiithled to( tke same^; • 

^ISr ThlKt'tlltt'Ifcilteatots etiga«-ed in ihc matiticr prescnbed in 
tiM 'Sd) tftiiole, 'Sliirll be tomid diliicently and honestly to serve 
tiwiir «M^ei« during the period uf their contract, and to behave with 
proper -mA)Wifs»ldn';fini penalty, thai in case any founded com- 
plaititXS'abnttt^ th*tr i;on-coinpiying with their contract be lodged 
aga^dt^emi -to'th« fiseal or respective landdrost^, they shall, by 
ordmf'X>fih6 Barney be siihjectcd to domestic correDtion ; or if their 
. mlsoofiduot deserves a severer punishment, they shall, uj>on a siim- 

• maty investigaiiion of the case, by a committee of the court of jiis- 

» ticwr orb^ettiPad^be punished with confiscation of the wa^cs due 

to them, or part of the same, or a temporary confinement, or a 
mop&^s^4hi domeai^ corporal punishment, according^ to the exi- 
gency of' th© ■case; • independent of their being' bo uud to ^serve out 
their fiill tlaie atecordini^ to ncfrecinent^ 

14. That this however shall not extend to cases where any public 
tnininal offent^ ha& bfeen cotomitted by thfe Hottentots, who are 
in lauoh caMsto be prosecuted by the fiscal or landdrost of the dis- 
triotvin the udnai miinner. 

'I5C- That no 'Hott^tot shall be taken into service without bein^ 
pro<7ide(i with a certificate, either of his master or the fiscal, land- 
dre&t or field-cornet, under whose district he did serve, containing 
a declafikUon; that he* has duly served but his time, or, in case he 
ha«.' not served out bis time, that he left the service of his former 
maitcV', WiWi proper consent, or upon due anthority; while the 
Hottentots 'that have been in the military service, must be provided 
with a legal discharge, before any one whosoever shall be allowed 
to takftfl^JmlAtd 'hi*8 service; and ^n^ one takins^ into his service 
a Hottekitot -fiot' provided with such certi fie cite or discharge, shall 
forfeit: 'one 'hundred rds., one-third for the infonner, one-third for 
theipnbblic trensury^ and one-third for the magistrate who carries on 
the^ptio9««utiovi, ' 

l&:> JLastiy. the Hottentots goin^ about the country, either on the 
senacO'Of 'tlieir masters, or on other la^vfiil business, most be pro- 
vided' with a pass, either of their commant^ing officer, if in the 
militaty s««vice, or the master under whom they serve, or the ma- 
gistrate of tlie district, on the penalty of being considered and 
treailed^iS'lmgabonds; And, moreover, the tenorof the proclamation 
of tlw 17th October, 1797, respecting soldiers, sailors, servants, &c< 
as tKe*i:-a8. military deserters, is to he strictly attended to, in regard 
to Hfi4itentOts going al^oot the conntry ; m that every one is to ask 
a paskfvotn any Hottentot that happens to come to his place, and 
in caii^ df>bis not heing provided with it, to deKver him up to the 
field-comet, landdrost, or fiscal, in order to act as, after clue inquiry^ 
theyiskall feelincumbent to do/ , 

Andtdfa ^tdwii/d^^^^' (tife ftl!^t^^i*licity to thiii my tnt^iitidtt 
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mad oommMia, btiidea iha osoid iiie«ti« of oiahi^Uieft««ie Imnm^ 
I do hereby direct each and every wardmastdr of Hm tofm« l# 
appoint and assemble ode Hottentot from every lumae in iha m- 
«pective wards, and each field^comet in tbe aever^l co«ntry divi- 
aions* one Hottentot from each house in sndh divisioiii a« i^rly m 
possil^e after their receipt of this proclamation, and to ^xplaiii or 
cause to be explained to such Hottentots so aaaembled, the fiiU 
meaning thereof; and I do further direct tbe wardmasters aod 
field-comets aforesaid, to report to his Majest/s fiscal, and to tbeir 
respective laaddrosts, their having complied mlh ibis iaitnielfttn], 
as they shall answer the contrary at their periL 

Given under my hand and seal, at tbe Capa of Good Hopa, this 
1st day of November, 1809. 

(Signed) Calsmwi^ 
By his Exoelleney's coimnand, 

(Signed) H. Almjumdeb, See. 



No. III. 

Coloniai Proclamation of 1812. — (Vide voL i.^ p. 175.) 
PROCLAMATION. 

By his Excellency Lieutenant-General Sir J. F. Cradock, EL.C.B., 
G.C.B., Governor and Commander-in-Chief of his Majesty's 
Castle, Town, and Settlement of the Cape of Good Hope in 
South Africa^ &c. &e. &c. 
Whereas, by the Proclamation dated 1st November, 18(^9, the 
necessity of subjecting individuals of the Hott«niot naUon i» the 
same manner as otber inhabitants of this settlemtent, to proper re^ 
gularity in r(Sgard to their places of abode or occupation, wm 
strongly recommended and pointed out ; and, although tiie most 
beneficial effects have followed the enforcement of tJ^e regulatioBS 
and provisions of the proclamation alluded to, yet it haa iqf»peaced, 
from further experience, that jMime additions and modifications to 
the aforesaid regulaiions are still wanting ; ba it tfaer^re now- 
directed, and it is hereby ordered, 

Ist. That together with the annud cpgaaf, the sevefal boands 
of landdrosts and heemraden riiall> in fiiture, trsas»it to the 
Colonial Secretary's Office for my information, a reium of all Hot- 
tentot institutions, kraals, and detached, dwellings wilhin their 
several jurisdictions, specifying the sttusi^n of such pesidci^es, 
the nun^r of families dwelling at eadi piaee, and the niunber of 
individuals in each family, divided into male and female, and de- 
scribing each, whether under or above the age of sixteen years, 
and also the number of births and deaths of Hottentots Mrhich have 
tBkta plaf^ within tiie twelve months. In thia rdaum* not jonly 
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Hoitentdts aire to be (iieluded, but all bastard Hottehtots ttnd fti» 
Hac^s, with the description of Uieir families, as in the case of 
Hottent(^ afbresaid. 

2d. With regard to such Hottentots as are bom in the sertice of 
ietrmers or other inhabitants, it shall be imperative on such farmer 
or inhabitant, to give the earliest notice of such birth to the field'* 
cornet of his division, specifying whether the child be male or 
female, under a penalty of fifly rix-doUars, for every instance <5f 
neglect thereof. 

3rd. The field-comets are to keep regular lists of such births, 
and to transmit them to the landdrost quarterly. 

4th. When such children as are bom in the service of the farmers 
or inhabitants, have attained the age of eight years, and have been 
maintained by such farmers or inhabitants during that period, the 
landdrost of the district shall apprentice such Hottentots, male or 
female, to the farmer or inhabitant by whom they have been so main- 
tained, in case he be willing to receive such apprentice, for ten 
years,, provided that the person to whom the Hottentot is to be 
bound, is a person of humanity, and one upon whom strict reliance 
for the good treatment of the apprentice may be placed ; and in case 
the person who has maintained the Hottentot for the period of 
eight years aforesaid, shall not be willing to take such Hottentot 
as an apprentice for the term of ten years, or that the person in 
question be not such upon whose humanity or circumstances the 
landdrost can place reliance for the good treatment of the Hotten- 
tot to be apprenticed, then the landdrost is hereby authorized to 
bind such Hottentot unto such other humane person within his 
district, as he shall think fit for the period aforesi^. 

5th. The aforesaid regulation is so far to have a rtJtrospective 
view, that the landdrost is authorized to apprentice any young 
Hottentot who may have been antecedently born while the parent 
was in the service of, or residing with, any farmer or inhabitant, and 
maintained by such when they have arrived at the age of eight 
years, in the manner pointed out. 

^h. The deeds of apprenticeship (a form whereof will be trans- 
mitted to the respective landdrosts) are to be made in duplicate, 
and to be signed by the landdrost and the party to whom the ap- 
prentice is bound ; one deed whereof is to remain in the records 
of the drosdy, in charge of the secretary, and one to be delivered 
to the master of the apprentice. 

7th. The respective landdrosts are hereby ordered to keep an 
exact register of all Hottentote, male and female, apprenticed ac- 
cording to the above detailed regulations, and to transmit the same, 
togetlier with the return of Hottentots pmnted ont in the first 
Article of the proclamation^ for my information. 

8th. And that the foilest publicity may be given to this my in- 
iotion and command) I do hereby direct ^at, besides tie uso^I 
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BiDd6f«f 'milk}»g<!knowiii the isanie, e^di>fi^M^tdHi^t4^<<Kj¥imW^' 
iHthan authoriKCfii copy itf the prodattiati6n. ' '>' ' / ;.n.>«i'. lur 

• lOiveii unrd^r ray fiaiid and seal) at the €api^ o^'€rm>drnbi^^; if^^< 
Md. day olf-'April, 1812.- •."••' • •• <• -'•'• '-'-:' ^•'>^ 

i' '/"•■' • '(Sigw^d) • Ji P.'-'CaAtobbMl"-"' 

C&pi^ of 'Good Hope, 23d Aprit, 1S12, 



By his Excellency's command. . 
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No. IV. ■■■•••"" "■'•■•: 

St^ JWfcjii Oradock*i Letter ta the^ Rev^. Jt>hHCkinipbe1^,^VVie 

■- ' '' ' ■ voLi.'p. 190i) • i '•' •"•••. ■-'•^ "^"•*';' 

. €k>temment HQun^Capt Tawtiy Pth Wtk.l'^lAi 

"HfeV.' Blit;«^l "have the hDtiour to acknoM tc?dirc yaur adf]r(?ss of 
tbe'S^M J&nttary, atidhtdve tr> express my sincere re^et mjoh yoiir 
departure from the colony, Ijefore Ifie several pomt& contained ill jl 
eaWbe'brotighti with'due deiiljcration, to a coiicTusion. ' ' '^' 

'^'I'tnist 'that Justice will be clone lo me by the resijccted society to 
"Which 'yon' belong*; that it has been ihe uniform endeavpyr of my 
atfihihtdtration'ofthis gOTerimient* io fjivc the greal!est prac'dciible 
• mj|^€lft 5ti tny power to the nacrcd effbrtn of your irtslUution- abd I 
Will yield to no person whatever in the most anxious wishek to prt»- 
p^gate the 'bleissings of Chris tvanity, upon the tme and assured 
grounds of *' native iridlustry, and ovowed ntiliEy," in the conimuiiity 
at Itlrgel" 'Whenever tWis fails, it becatnes the duty of a government 
to pause? and -gain aS6urahci\ that a more rational order of things 
WHl^frt'fUture be established. 

I incli^e^ taiy^df," to Ihink, that a proper sspfrtt is now awakened 
ttpon' the subieet; atld it may be hoped, that the emulation here a fler. 
Will'b^ dn* th3 part of the societies lo display their rnduirtry a»d usei 
ftll'int^i'dOiirSe; aiid, on the part of the rrrivcrnment, in return for the 
btenfefttb thus pfbdticed, an ardent solicitude (o protect arid encourage 
th^ttt' fti thefrWoiyarid their urcRsI labours. This must be the 
bcmd'f^iem^en li*; and if not rullilled, ai^ ought to be the case id the 
first instanee, by'fhe hc^i<i of these societies, the government earitiot 
Iwrt ftel ikbgdlved from the performance of all conditioi^s rin their 
8ide.> \'^ ^\r - '■ ' ■■ "'^ ■■' ^[-^y^ 

^ You iit^'well aware, that the dismcli nation to iner^asei oir'W^ 

maintain the uistitntioiis already established hi this eo1ony;is alpibst 
universal ; and that the general tdarm and outcry is, that if thej^ af d 
permitted to cnlarf^c or tlisi^cminatOj the most fatal irtjury w!U ert^ue 
to the iifrricultnre and sustenance of the community. All thts must 
be admitted by every reasonable man ; if idleness is allowed to pre- 



not cheerfully accorded to all tbe fiurrooiKlU^ iiuriiMrfij <to iQn9Ut# 
ip^ustqr.ipi g#fM^i)aV^uui n»oi^ exteii^ve iiisei^ibie99ft itiwoukl^ 4Hm 
very injudicious to allot any considerable portiofi of. Und)tQ]lhtoM 
insti^f^^^ ^hs| ^puld f^niql^r :lhem independent of connection with 
their neighbours, and allow t)i^in to look, upon aU ^roH^nd ih^ny 
with indifference. A certain portion of ground is necessary for Uie 
support of the more aged and infirm, and the due. maintenance and 
respectability of the establishment ; but, beyond this, I would prefer 
the introduction of trades and handicrafts throughout all classes, 
female as well as male ; that would acquire money, and the means 
to purchase, not only subsistenoe, but the decent comforts of life, 
in proper habitations. [Several words illegible here in MS,"] 
<,i'|t^^t^l( ibj^,^i«ta(i^iXable*XI Jirope yaa will vnot JitliibiOi the 
remark to any foolish pride in ,th|e arrangement or economy of a sol- 
dier's life) is demonstrable from the view of the order, comfort, and 
creditableiic^^ of the families of the Cape Colon iul Corps, throughout 
tJieir various quarletiiJ ; aud two very respectable gent) em en of jxjiir 
^oeieiyt (Mei^srs. U I brie lit, &c,) who accompanied me durit^ luy 
tour thrpugh Albany, will jt?adily bejir witness to the improvement 
of these people^ and the capability of civilization and deeent de- 
meauowr they exhibit* The introduction of a very extensive sdiool 
at the he ad- quarters of the rej»;imentj at Graham's Town* to the 
amount of some hundreds of children, caniiot fail to produce the 
happiest consequences, and by givhig- in tbt; lapse of a 

\ei:y short time, to all of the Hottentot nation who shall stand 
in need of histructionj will tend to establish Christianity upq^L 
groiin^s, and under prospects not to admit of doubt* ;,, mm^^^ 

III regard to yourjfr*^ proposition, of the eatablisbment of a MiS' 
sipnary Society on tbe Cedar Mountains, I will liold the necessary 
CO tnmunica lions with the Deputy Landdrast of ClaiiwilliaKU andshaU 
give to the subjeet the best iUture coasidej ation ia my port er* 

, tii\xT second, about the existing one in Geora^e District, iit 
Hop$f kraals raust of necessity be thus regulated, I have visited 
tlje ^pot myself, at id froni the nature of tbe groaudj dose to tbe sea^ 
and the farms surrounding it in every direction, it is impracticable 
tq enlarge the grant ; and, therefore, any excess of population muLSt 
he refiiovcd elsewhere, Tbe new establishmeut at *^ Theopolls/ 
in ^bany, offers every good and suitable accommodation, ., , ; 

Upon the third, for a station at Jvatiaies Mountain^.. neai;, ti*, 
limits of ihe colony, also in the Depnty LEinddrostship of Clai*-. 
William, I must decline at this moment to g'ive any ^avrer, till I 
have more lully informed myself of ajl tlie circumstances, in respect 
io tlie apparently wretched condition of the Hottentots of tJiat 
kraal. I deplore the description eciually wUh you, but I fear tlrat 
we cannot put aside the reflection, that unless the present proper 
sjirit of aQtiy|lj and due ^egulaiioti yrodupe in futore ^'^ great alLer-j 



ation^" app#anuu>« may bs urged afainst tlie eftctof aeMMt nfMi» 
MlMionary Estabtii^UBeBts* aodtliattbecotiiiiKnabtervnr^^^ 
kd taiaiagiii«» thai no real good had been aoeonfiiiiiwdhitii^rte. 

On your^r^ proposal, for a station also at the QrewA Swarte* 
berg; in the district of GraflJT Reynct^ i mnst equally recjpiire tiiBe to 
gain the full infbrmalion that is ueeessary. 

I am much obliged by the account you sent me of the numerous 
establishment at the Klaar Wator, beyond the limits of the col<my ; 
and coming f^om so respectable a scarce as yours, (though ^e 
means of h^naation, from the shortness of yoar stay, must be con- 
fined,) I am willing to beliere, that the nuschiefii so mtiTersally mt- 
put^ to that Association are not so great as are alleged ; and that, 
under proper regulations, it may become something better than the 
refuge of many disorderly and wicked persons, who are obliged to fly 
from justice. I still see, however, that it has carried off many per- 
sons that belong to this colony ; and considering our very scanty 
population, Uie loss of any of the ii^abitants must be accounted 
a great evil, and resisted by government. 

To evince the good- will and co-operation of the government in all 
the pious works your respectable institution proposes, I am happy to 
promise my ample support to the society at Bavians Kloof, as fore- 
most in those essentials of industry and usefulness, without which 
every association must, sooner or later, fall to the ground ; and I will 
enlarge their grounds and means of subsistence ; but, even with 
them, I conceive that employment may take a much more ex- 
tended sphere, and that traffic and manufaetures may be introduced, 
of which, at present, they seem to have no intention. 

To relieve Bethelsdorp, and give the best chance of improvement 
to a place never designed by natm« for a creditable or usefid insti- 
tution, I have granted, as fer as the circumstance is practicable, 
(the legal difficulties of which you are well aware of) the beautiful 
tract in Albany, to which we have given the name of TheopolU ; and 
I will cherish the hope, that in this situation all the prospects of 
united Chnstianity and utility to the world, in which we now indulge, 
will be realiaed. Such is the fertility and abundance of the place 
in every nece^ary of life, together with wood, water, and every ma* 
tenal for building at hand, that the very view of it will take away 
all excuse. 

I shall close this communication with exhorting you to instruct 
all your subordinate missionaries, to i^w &e utmost respect to the 
several landdrosts, under whose authority they may be plac^, and 
that they may be especially enjoined not to admit any person into 
tiksir societies without the concurrence of the magistrate in writing, 
as laid down by former governments. Without the performance of 
this.indispensible condition, there will be perpetual complaint and 
irdtatiom^ 

X have i»)w, -Reverend Sir, but to express the greal satisfaction I 
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hatte^dtoi w L'ftoBft ifimr Mpetkil misfflon dud rcndeace tn this colony^ 
ftnd ta dedare my assuruice, that tfa« reapecii^bility of your ehiU 
ractel^ and year uBU8imiiiig» amiable, and coneiUatinp dispositioiii 
rendered more effi»oiual by the extent of your trayels and researohes^ 
vrBl not only further in the greatest degree, the object of your aiis« 
sion, but leave a lasting impressi^ of general adv«itage. 
I have the honour to be« Sir, 
With g^real esteem. 

Your faithful and obedient Servant, 
The Rev. John Caai|»bell, (Signed) J. F. Cradock* 

Dtputyfrom the London Missionary Soekdy. 



No. V. 

Missionaries who accepted AppointmenU under the Colonial 
Oovernment — (Yide vol. i, p. 202.) 

The Rev. J. B. Kicherer and the Rev. 'John Evans left the ser- 
vice of the London Missionary Society, to enter into the Dutch Co- 
lonial Church, and their example was followed in 1818, by the Rev. 
Dr. Thorn, and the Rev. John Taylor. The Rev. John Brownlee 
left the Society at the same time, and accepted of an appointment 
under govemmeilt, but he has since returned to its service, and is 
now labouring as one of its missionaries in Cafierland. 



No. VI. 

Fropoml fe e^olish the Institution of Pacaltsdorp. -^ (Vide 
vol. i. p. 244.) 

Bxpresidng my surprlae to the misrionary then at Paealtsdorp, 
that floch a 8cl»une should have been proposed by the acting go- 
vernor, who had till then shown himself friendly to the missions, I 
received finom bim the following account of the afiair. At the com- 
mencement of the Misdmiary Instituticm at Paealtsdorp, there was 
n© seareity of servaats felt in the district ; the change which had re- 
cently taken place in that respect, and the improvement whidi had 
besB made <upon the Hottoitots, had produced a diange in the feel- 
ing^ and c^knons ^the local authorities and of dm colonists towards 
the insilttution* 

Tbey alfaiwed that Mr. Paealt was a very good man, and that he 
had done muehfor the Hottentots ; but vrged that they had not beew 
niakiflif the same progress they had done during his life; and they 
considered k a shame that they should be liVmg on their gardens 
laid fields, when the colonists could not get people to do their work. 
Mr. Van IL^vd the hmddrost, who hftd been sndi a Mend to the 
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institution, fell by degrees into the same way of thinking: ; and they 
now consulted among themselves by what mode they should prooe^ 
to effeet theif object. The acting governor must be gaitfetf^^llM 
some pretext must be employed to gain him o^et to their vImmk.* 

Sir Rutoe Donkin was then in Albany among the Eaigfil^fiet^ 
tiers ; and as it was known how much his feclin|^^ were idwQ to every 
thing connected with their interest, it ivas agree<l that he should be 
requested to locate a few English settlers near the town of G^^orge^ 
for the benefit of the district, on the Missionary InstitvUion of Patalts- 
dorp. Not that there was any wish on tfie purt of the old colonists^ 
or of the local authorities, to have English settlers near them i I bad 
oflen heard them express their dread on this subject, but their wish 
to have the cheap labour of the Hottentutei overcaine this feeSing; 
and on the return of the acting governor to the drosdy of George* 
the insidious proposal was made to him^ and the grounds on which 
it was urged gained hfs approbation at llie time* The foil owing 
circumstance will show how men's mhids change with their circum- 
stances, and how little their opinions ure to be trusted when they 

fall mider a selfish bias. Mr. T , a Scottish fanner, arrived in the 

colony, strongly recommended by the colonial department at home 
to the colonial authorities at the Cape of Good Hope, wiih twenty- 
eight English servants. He purchased a fann in the neighbourhood 
of George, and, on his arrival, he was very sanguine in hia expcc* 
tations. I happened to be at George when he first arrived Ui 
the neighbourhood, and I met him scveml limes at the landdrost'a 
and in other places in the district. He visited Pacaltsdorp, and he 
was very friendly to the institution, and spoke of it every where in 
the most favourable terms. He ploughed and sowed to a coosider- 
able extent, but his crops perished by the rui^t. Under sUGcessive 
disappointments, his means failed him, he could not pay hts servants 
their wages, and he was obliged to pajt with them. In his distresa 
he applied to the Missionary Institution for assistance, and the peo- 
ple assisted him as much as was in their power ; hut he became so 
much reduced in his circumstances that he conkl no longer pay them 
their small pittance of wages. While things were iu tliis state ou 
his farm, it could not be supposed that the Hottentots would eoa- 
tinue to labour for him. His applications to the institalion for 
Hottentots were no longer attended to ; the Missionary could npL 

induce them to labour for Mr. T ibr nothing, Iu this reduced 

state he called upon me one day in Cape Town. . His-,yiew« cop* 
cerning Missionary Institutions were now . completely .aUered Scorns 
what they foraMrly were* Hottentot uistiiirtioaB w€i« m^ a me^' 
sance to the country; the people, he «aid, ought to be removed frdm* 
them and dispersed among the farmers, (that is, given to them on 
their own terms ;) and, he added, that it was a ^hame to tbe.re]i^ou&' 
pMld# of EafiiAiLtofiiipportimch «8tdbli»faa^^ mMe Utt eo* 
lonista could not get servaiits I ' ^ ' • "^ ! 



Ubmmt of the. Caffer Chief MaJc(um%a, and the Jittack o» 
Chmham^M Town iu 1819.— (Vide vol. i. p. 259. and voL ii» 
p. 163.) , . 

The following account of llie chief Makanna is exiracteJ from 
tjie notes of my friend Mr. Pringle, ^ho has camhhied in it the in- 
fbmiation he derived from several' military officers, and! other indi- 
viduals engaged in the late Caffer wars, with the details furnished 
to him by some of the Missionaries, and by hitelligeut Iloltentots 
and Caffers, during his residence on the eastern frontier of the 
colony : — 

" The counsels of the Caffer chiefs -^ere at this time (ISlfi), 
directed by an extraordinary individual^ fretierally known in the 
colony by the name of Lynx, but whose native appellation was 
Makanna. He had been originally a CufTer of low rank, destitute 
of property, and without any pretension Co nobility of Uneai!;c ; but, 
by his talents and uddress^ had gradually raised himself to distinc- 
tion. Before the present war broke out, he was iu the habit of 
frequently visiting the British head -quarters at Graham's Town ; 
und had evinced an insatiable curiosity and an acute judgment on 
subjects both speculative and practical. With the mihtary officers ho 
talked of war, or of such of the mechanical arts as fell under his ob- 
servation; but his great delight was to converse with Mr. Vander- 
linger the chaplain, to eUcit information in regard to the doctrines 
of Christianity, and to puzzle him in return with metaphysical sub- 
tleties or mystical ravings. 

" Whether Makanna had acquired any correct views of the Chris- 
tian system seems very doubtful ; but of his knowledge, such as U 
"Was, he made an extraordinary use. Combining what he had learned 
respecting the creation, the fall of man, the atonement, the resurrec- 
tion, and other Christian doctrines, with some of the superstitioua 
traditions of his countrymen *5 and with his own wild fancies, he 
framed a sort of extravagant religious medley \ and, like another 
Mahomet, boldly announcud himself n^ a prophet and teacher di- 
rectly inspired from Heaven. He endeavoured to throv/ around 
his obscure origin a cloud of mystery ; and impiously called him- 
self ' the brother of Christ,* In his usu^l demeanour he assumed 

• *' Many of the traditional y customs of the Caffer.^, besides the rite of circumci^ 
stoii) beM* a striking resemblance to those of the Mosaie law, and seem Mrongty td 
cetfsboffAte Air. B«rf<m'8 opmion) that they detiveil, howsrtr renotaly^ their lineafft 
from an Arabian origin. Many terms in their langi^a^ appear to point to a similajr. 
source. For example, the name of that beautiful animal, the Springbok (^Jntehpe 
pygarga)^ is Tzehc in the Amakosa tongue j and it is a curious fact that the very 
saose wo^d is used iit Hebrew to denote an antelope of the same descripfidn, if not 
tlM predM 9f>eei«s, •noseowly rtndered * roe' by our traiifUiors : < iik*«jtie. 
(Tzefttf), or a young hart, upon the mountains of Bether.' " . 

VOL. II. 2 C 
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tt reserved, sokmn, aad abstrneted akt tad kept hiiiiself :a|nH fnoib 
observatiou ; bpt m addressing the pet^le, who floeiBed m midti- 
tudes lo hewr him, he appeared lo pour forth his soul in a'fiosr ef* 
aff»ctla|ip and impetuous eloquence. The missicmijy Haad^ «1k> 
visited him in Cafferland in 1816, describes his appearance as as- 
ceedingly imposing, and his influence both over the chiefs and the 
common people as most extraordinary. He addressed the assem- 
bled multitudes repeatedly in Mr. Read's presence with great efieef; 
inculcating a stricter morality, and boldly upbraiding the noost pow- 
erful chiefs with . their vices : at other times, instructing them in 
Scripture history, he adduced as a proof of the universal deluge, 
the existence of immense beds of sea-shells on the tops of the 
neighbouring mountains. To the Missionaries he was apparently 
friendly, and urged them to fix their residence in the country under 
his protection; yet they were puzzled by his mysterious demeanour, 
and shocked by his impious pretensions, and could only conchide 
that he was calculated to do much good or mischid^ according as 
his influence might be ultimately employed *. 

** By degp*ees he gained a complete control over all the principal 
chiefs, with the exception of Gaika, who feared and avoided him. 
He was consulted on every matter of consequence^ received nume- 
rous gifts, collected a large body of retainers, and was acknowledged 
as a warrior chief as well as a prophet. His ulterior objects were 
never fully developed ; but it seems not improbable that he con- 
templated raising himself to the sovereignty as well as to the priest- 
hood of his nation ; and proposed to himself the patriotic task, {for, 
though a religious impostor, he certainly was not destitute of high 
and generous aspirations,) to elevate by degrees his barbarous 
countrymen, both politically and intellectually, nearer to a level with 
the Europeans. 

** But, whatever were Makanna's more peaceful projects, the un- 
expected invasion of the country by the English troops, in 1818, 
diverted his enterprise into a new and more disastrous channel. 
The confederate chiefs, in turning their arms against Gaika, though 
voused by their own immediate wrongs, had acted at the same time 
under their prophet's directions ; for it was one of his objects to 
humble, if not to crush entirely, that tyrannical and treacherous chief, 
who was the great obstacle to his public and, perhaps, personal 
views of aggrandizement With the English authoritieii he had aB- 
mduously cultivated terms of friendship ; and had not apparently 
anticipated any hostile collision with them on this occasion^ Bul» 
afitor Brereton'fi destructive inroad, by which Makaana's followers, 
in common with the other confederate clans, had suiifered most 
cruelly, the whole soul of the warrior-prophet seems to have been^ beat 
upon rev^iging the aggressions of the Christians^ and emancipating 

♦ See Missionary Transactions, vol. i?. 
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bia eiwmitry %4n thdr tirrof^nt eontrol. • He saw that thia 
not to be effe^ed by mere marauding incursions, such as had 
always hitherto characterized Caffer ws^are. The gveat ^ffioulty 
was to concentrate the energies of his countrymen, and direct their 
desuhory aims to more important objects ; and this he at length 
e£feoted. 

** By his i^irit-rousing eloquence, his pretended reyelatioiis (bom 
Heaven, uid his confident predictions of complete success, pro«- 
yided they implicitly followed his counsels, he persuaded the great 
majority of the Amakosa clans (including some of Hinza's warriors) 
io unite their forces for a simultaneous attack upon Graham's 
Town, the head*quarter8 of the British troops. He told them that 
he was sent by Uhlanga, the Great Spirit^ to avenge their wrongs ; 
that he had power to call up from the grave the spirits of their an- 
cestors to assist them in battle against the white men, whom they 
should drive, before they stopped, across the Zwartkops river and 
into the ocean ; * and then/ said the prophet, ^ we will sit down 
and eat honey !' Ignorant of our vast resources, Makanna proba- 
bly conceived that, this once effected, the contest was over for ever 
with the usurping Europeans. 

" Having called out the chosen warriors from the various elans, 
Makanna mustered his army in the forests of the Great Fish River, 
and found himself at the head (according to the best accounts) of 
about nine thousand men. He then sent (in conf<Nrmity with a eus* 
torn held in repute among Caffer heroes) a message of defiance to 
Colonel Wiltshire, the British commandant, announcing *■ that he 
would breakfast with him next morning/ 

** At the first break of dawn the warriors were arrayed for battle 
en the mountams near Grs^am's Towr ; and before they were led on 
to the assault, were addressed by Makanna in an animating speech, 
in which he is said to have promised the aid of the spirits of earth and 
air to assist their cause and to countervail the boasted prowess iji 
the * white men's fire.* 

" Thus excited, they were led on by their various chiefs, but all 
wilder the genend direction of the prophet himself, and his chief 
captain, Dusani the son of S*Lhambi. The English were com- 
pletely astonished imd taken by surprise, when they appeared, soon 
afier sunrise, marching rapidly over the heights which envtron 
Graham's Town ; for Gclonel Willshire had so entirely disregarded 
4he message sent him, considering it a mere bravado, that he had 
t^en BO precautions whatever, and was himself very nearly en- 
vironed by the enemy as he was taking a morning ride with some 
of his ofBcers. Had the Cafibrs advanced by night, they could 
not have failed of capturing the place. 

** All was now bustie and confusion in the little garrison, which 
consisted of only about three hundred and fifly European troops, 
and a small corps of disciplined Hott^itots. The place had no re* 

2 G % 
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gular defences, and the few field-pieces which it possessed were not 
in perfect readiness. The Cafiers rushed on to the assault witfi 
iHtir wHd war^ries. They were gaHatiily eneDimtdFed by A> 
tiy>op«, "who poured upon them, as they adviaaiced in dense dibor- 
derly masses, a destructive fire of mwsketry, every shot of which was 
deadly, while their showers of assagais fell short or ineffective. 
StilU however, they advanced courageously, the chiefs cheering 
tbom oil, almi^st to the muzzles of the British guns ; and mwaj of 
the foremost warriors were now seen breaking short their last 
assagai, to render it a stabbing weapon, in order to rush in upon the 
troops, according to Makanna's directions, and decide the battle in 
close combat. This was very different from their usual mode^ of 
bush-fighting ; but the suggestion of it evinces Makanna's judge- 
ment, for, if promptly and boldly acted upon, It could not have 
lailed of success : the great bodily strength and agility of the Cafv 
fers, as well ^s their vast superiority in numbers, would have ena- 
bled them to overpower the feeble garrison in a few minutes. 

*• At this critical moment, and while other parties of the barba- 
rians were pushing on to assail the place in flank and rear — the 
old Hottentot Captain, Boezac, who happened that day to be acci- 
dentally at Graham's Town with a small party of his buffalo-hunters, 
rushed intrepidly forward to meet the enemy. To old Boezac 
most of the Caffer chiefs and captains were personally knovm. He 
was a man of great coolness too, and familiar with their fierce ap- 
pearance and furious shouts. Singling out the boldest of thode' who, 
now in advance, were encouraging their men to the final briset, 
Boezac and his followers, some of the best marksmen in the colbny, 
levelled in a few minutes a number of the most distinguished chiefs 
and warriors. Their onset was for a moment checked. The Bri- 
tish troops cheered, and renewed with alacrity their firing, which 
cxbaustaon and dismay had somewhat slackened. At the same 
instant "thefield^pieees; now brought to bear upon the thickest of 
tbe ^aieiAy, bpened a most destructive fire of grape-shot; Some ef 
the warriors madly rushed forward and buried their spears at the 
anrtiUery^jmew. But it was in vain. The front ranks were mowtf 
down «Kke grass. Those behind recoiled— wild panic and irretrie«<r^ 
aible rout'ensuedv Makanna, after vainly attempting to raHy tiiem, 
accompanied their flight. They were pursued but a ebortwayi^f 
for the handfiil of cavalry durst not follow them into the broken 
ravines 1 where they speedily precipitated their flight* The ^aii^te^ 
was great for so brief a conflict. About fourteen hundred Caffer 
warriors strewed^ the ^eld of battle ; and many more perished of 
^e^ Wpunds before they reached their owu country. *" . jf:- 

- • F6r the issue of rtits \<^ar atid the fate of Makanna, I must refer tb Mr. l^riogit!^ 
note* ilready tepe*te% quoted, which contain also a most ekjqueni anid ifife^t^ 
fifi«ach^ideiUrep«i by^pe of Makanha's warriors, immediately $fter the capture ofhw 
ch j^^ tp. th^.Engli^ (;:omD»a«daiit ia the frojot of his cpn^iuering ,9^y, ..,,:, . . ; 
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Cdmpensatitm to the Hottentots of Theopolh for their Losses 
dwring the Coffer War, and for their Labours at Fort fWilt-^ 
skire.^Yiie vol. i.' p. 25a) 

Tfee following Correspondence between the Frontier Commandant 
and the Ix)cal Authorities, with the Missionary at Theopdis, iriB 
' suffldently illustrate the passages referred to in the text. 

' Uitenhage, Oct, 14, 1820. ' 

. Sir, — Six oxen, supposed, by the mark, to have been stolen 
from the late Mr. Brockhuizen by the CafFers, retaken and sent tp 
Zwart Ruggens, have now been returned to me. Now, as the lat^ 
Brockhuizen got fiill compensation from the captured Caffer cattle^ 
he, or rather his estate, can h?ive no further claim ; and as I know 
the poor people under Mr. Ulbricht to have received sq^c^^y any 
compensation in proportion to their loss, I send these six oixen to 
you, begging of you and Mr. Ulbriclit to divide them amongs^ th«i 
most deserving of those who lost and got no compensation. , 

I am, &c. ., ,..,. 

Jo. Mr. Barker, Theopolis, (Signed) Jf^ C^ Cuicj^eb^, ^ 

r - ■; 

They also suffered much loss from being inadequately com-] 
pcnsated for their labour in assisting to raise fortiftcatipns qn the 
frontier, ag the following documents will testify;— ,. , . j 

' . Fort}Fillshire,AuglO^}^%(i^^^ 

Sir,— I recwvedyour letter by the relieving Hott^ulEots, and have 
^ts day sentf the twelve men who were here off far the schooi; oiliy 
ten have now come in, out nf which I have giviea fo^itr deave to 90 
Wekt as they state they ha^ not sown their corn \ »^1l suffinr greair 
m<?onveiHeace £rom sparing them at present at your reqt»9t^< B 
lh^refore trust you will senS th^m back to me the cooiiieiitjftihByi 
httvie their com sown, and the two others with, them to cOinp)e66 
the tiwe^e« The six men now here have no corn to.sowi oy els» 
they have done it* . ' 

1 , , I am, &c. ' ^ 

To Mr* Ulbricht. (Signed) Taos. Wilhshirb. 

li, ForiWilUMrei Se^t^il^M,^^ 

Sir, — About six weeks since, upon your application, I permited 
feu,r.pf the Hottentots to proceed from hence for the purpose of 
Rowing tljeir corn, since which I have never heard of them ; andjin^ 
consequence of their absence, am obliged to require addition*! 
labour from those at tamp ; 1 therefore beg thesf^ fbur m^ii, briwli^ 
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others in their place, may be sent here immediately ; and those 
pen who are now in camp are looking very anxiously for the reKef, 
which I should be glad if you could send at the same time as th^ 
four men alluded to. 

I am, &c. 
To Mr. Ulbricht, Tkeopolis, (Signed) Thos. Wulshire. 

TAeopolis, March 15, 1821. 

Sir, — I take the liberty of intreating your assistance in obtain- 
ing the following persons at home, in order to prepare for the 
Opgaaf. 

There are with Colonel Willshire, Andries Swartbooy, Sche6per 
Swartbooy, Klaas Kivit» KJaas Cupido, Piet Prins, and Willem 
Links. With Mr. Hope, Hans Places and Jantje Witbooy. With 
a Mr. Eshoigt, Hoert Links. 

I have, &c. 
To Captain Trappes. (Signed) G. Barker. 

Tkeopolis^ March^ 1821. 
Sir, — In reply to yours of the 9th inst., I have to state that I 
consider it impossible to send men to relieve those named in tam% 
of the 1 5th, nor have authority so to do, without a positive order 
from the magistrate of the district. 

- I am infbrmed that not a man of those who have been employed 
in Fort Willshire has received any reward for his labour ; and if 
those now there are not sent home, to procure by some means 
money for the Opgaaf, I cannot conceive how it can be demanded 
from them. I beg leave to recommend to Captain Trappes the 
cOnsid^ation of what the families of those men must sui^^r at home 
whose parents are thus employed earning nothing, 

I have, &c» 

(Signed) G. Barker* 
To Mr. Dyason, LanddrosVi Clerky BathursL 

7%«)po(fo, Marcft 26, IStl. 

Sir, — I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
coiiun\inication, with that of the Deputy Landdrost^s, dated 2l8i 
inst., and shall forward as early as possible a list of those men who 
have been employed under Colonel Willshire. 

I have, &c. 
To Captain Trappes. (Signed) G. Barker. 

The following is a copy of the list of men, with th^ periods of 
service^ who were employed at Fort Willshire. 



; FmiPaHy. 

Windvogel Scheepers, Stoffel Trompeter, 

Piktnder Laberlot, Witbooy Laberlot, 

Ourson Trompeter, Klaas Sturmsman, 

Willem Links, Klaas Boezak, 

Jakob Jantjes, Willem Hans. 

Ten men, employed fourteen days. 

Second Party • 

Valentine Hogelveld, Witbooy Hunteman, 

Windvogel Nausks, Witbooy Prins, 

Platje Kleinbooy, Andries Zwartbooy, 

Speelman Mattroos, Jakob Malayas, 

Dragoendef Kivit, Oranje Wiltschut, 

Platje Jance, Klaas Africa. 

Twelve men, employed six months. 

Third PaHy. 

Mattroos Boardman, Cobus Jury, 

Cobus Andries, Abraham Brander, 

Arnddus Morits, Piet Prins, 

Piet Buys, Klaas Windvogel, 

Witbooy Laberlot, Ruiter Stuurman, 

Stuurman Stuurman, Hans Platje. 

Twelve men, employed six months. 

Fourth Party, 

JttDtje Witbooy, Hendrick Klees, 

' Kleinbboy Ruiters, Platje Bezuidenkant. 

These four men were sent back ; but out from home eight days, 
and worked two daysr . 

Andries Tamboer, Stoffel Trompeter, 

Willem Links, Michel Klaas. 

Six men, employed five months. 

The following men are now' at Fort Willshire : — Andries Swart* 
Jbooy, Piet Prins, Klaa? Kivit, Willem Links, Klaas Cupido, 
jjcheeper Swartbooy. 

These six men went in the month of December last, and have 
remained until this ; their families are suffering at home. 
Theqpolis, April 4, 182 U (Signed) 6. Barker. 

GraharrCa Town, April 23d, 1821. 

Sir,-i-Siiice the 5th insi., on which I received a letter from Capt. 
I^appes, relative to the iIpUe|:^tals £rom Theopolis. being considered 



iShlRI^ to p&y, I htm directed lliai all iho» titiplttftd I9 g»MM7 
ment shall receive wages from the 5th inst. I have now^tQ^h^ 
you will cause two of those Uotteiilots so hired for government, 
and iftfty have absented themselres, and are gone ^to Theopolis, to 
be 'immediately sent to Graham's Town, from wh<^eil/ hali^ }^en 
compelled to send two others in their place; their names are, 
Wjhftebooy Ruiter, who had a pasi for four d^yp i^^ Thf^opdis from 
the ^th iil9t., and has not since reUirned^ uud llaiise Plaahe, who 
deserted on the night of the 19th iii^t.. By Uius abeentmg th^'in- 
6e]ivejs« if they. do.not return, they will forfeit their wages due to them 
from the day I considered them hired, tlie 5th inst, I beg to say, 
thai the Hottentots from the school may be relieved as ohm as 
you may wish, only taking care tlijil the number now employed is 
kept complete as long as the go\ crumenl re^ture their services ; 
and 6>v that •number pay or wages will be allowed|. w^ich p^y shall, 
if you think best, be handed to you, when drawn, every two months, 
and by you given to those entitled to it. As I suffer great in- 
canif«tlieaee tjf^m the want of the leader and driver I have given 
from hence, in room of the two absent, I .beg of you. to lose no 
time in sending back to Graham's Town, and to report themiselves 
to me, W^itebooy Ruiter and Hanse Plache. ^ ^ 

, I am, &c. 

To Mr, Barker, Theopolis, (Signed) Tho?. WlLLSHittp. 

NoTB,-»Aiter much trouble and delay, the above men were paid, by order of Sir 
Eufaae Donkin, ai the rate of six rds. per month, according to the severaf pei?o9s 
Above specified ; the money was received on the 5th of August, 1821, 

As an apology for Colon^ Willshire for not paying the people theiirBoaaty 'w«ge3, 
It was' allvged that thsy did not serve wUiingly. WMefver, the fi;ieB|ds^ of , the 
ij^olonel might (hinkof $u<:h a defence, it is scarcely to be supposed that it \^puld 
satisfy the starving families of the Hottentots. . > •, 



No. IX. 
Thtopplis Correspondence. — (Vide vd. i. p. 260 and p; 29&i) 

The following^ correspondenoe with the local anthorilieftnOf 
^Albaifiy wil!, in cofnjiinction with what has been given iii Clijapt^ 
XrV: off Vohime I. sufficiently ccirroborate the statement aboyte 
'referred to, and illnstrate the condkion of the Bott^iltot people 
'tinder the' present system. . . ,; , ., 

' * ' ' Omham^s Town^ 17rt J«m*, 182^^ 

Sjf, — I am ordered by the Landdrost to request yoU to s^ntf'ttfe 
men' as follows, to be employed in government service t WHU&m 
Vale^tyPif Booy Windvogel, Willem Matroos, Pia^Bbtij^. Willis 
Bouys, Rnegt Tigeland7 Jager and Mattroos Baardman. Be 



' YourFriend, 

" i (Signed) P. M. CiioiuB<m7» 

' It Mr. UlbricW. ,i . Fkld^Cormt 

' My dear Pnencl tJlfcricht, — There are, again, two invtilids be^on*- 
ing^p the men whom you have sent to labour here, viz. ^ Hans Pke)e 
and Piet Buys, who arie so indisposed, that they are not capable to 
sixty-four bullocks ; otherwise, I would have sent them back, and 
^ave kept the two you ^ent yesterday. 

, My dear friend, send me other people, for it will not do else*— 
li)o not forget my planks. 

, , , Yours, sincerely, 

SatuHiixyi, bih Feb,, 1820. (Signed) P. H. Stjbdbl. 



. . P^riend Ulbricbt, — I am quite surprised, not having received a 
reply to my letter, dated the 7th, in which I inclosed a^ letter to 
Thomas Mulder, ordering him, on behalf of the Deputy Landdrost, 
H. Somerset, to proceed to Graham's Town immediately ; ejse, I 
shall be under the painful necessity of adopting some nieasure, w^hfcb 
'lYill be very disagreeable to him ; and please to communicate to 
me bis answer, to show to the Landdrost. Jantje Witbooy is com- 
plaining that he has been here two months ; is there'no possibility 
of releasing him ? Hire me another in his place, ^nd I will send 
htm home immediately. Please to tell me where Mr. KnobeV i$, 
and whi^ther the Caffers have made their appearance again in your 
neighbourhood ; they are wandering about here very much. 
I am» yours sincerely, 

(Signed) F. H. Stjbdbl. 

The bearers of this note, are the people whom I took with me 
frOihEi Theopuli^, except Booy, i^ha is to accompany^ Biy .wagjgpn 
to Uitenhage, in place of Schepper who cannot go. He will return 

timRie#atd)y*. I bate paid the people who, h^ve Jbeen.efltjployed iQ) 
tb^Uiis' date^ and m«it beg le^ve to ; request yqu to ke^p them free 

Yrdih other ^commetidera, till I return.^ call p(K>n yoii in,pe^;i, 
wfaii^ wiillffle v^y>d[iordy"^ Dive mea are only; iarui v^,, but ;^;^)^ld 
wish for more, even ten, if possible; bittoavise>, lOtl^^r^wj^^, it wi)l 
retard the wbrk, and prov&vei^ burthensome to the people. Should 
Jtjbu^fiPiJ'^VfB^it^d frpra calling upon you in person, 1 will take ^ood 

fCauf^iat. you will be informed as to the day when the pedple are to 

,W»t aF^hfin^.i:owi^,.. ,., ;. ^ , ,, . ;, ; ,^,;^ „™J.'/ 
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Mr. UftffAilit,— Th« hiswMf #f 4kis note i» s^iit iofeUh hi^ 
Uuiigs ; please to return him to-morrow. The inqlosedl otrctriary 
to all Fieldrcomets, is designed for yeur information. I trust, that 
in case said Hottenteto should be at your institution, you will havie 
the goodness t9 let me know. 

I am, yours sincerely, 

(Signed) F» H. SxffDiut. 

Mr. Ulbricht,— Of the twelve Hottentots, ten are only arrived ; 
some at one time, and some at another time. Two of them, Cobus 
Andries and Witbooy Laberlotte, are at Boesak's. I have aum* 
monedBoezak, and ordered him to bring with him the two m^, 
and will cause him to receive a good reprimand. 

Yours, sincerely, ' - 

(Signed) F. H. Stjedel. 

GruhanCs Totrni^ Mh April, 1820. 
Sir, — ^At the request of the Deputy Landdrost, I am solicited to 
inquire whether there is any possibility of your sending eight men, 
to be exchanged for eight employed in government service ; bnt in 
case this request cannot be compUed with, whether three might be 
exchanged with three others who are indisposed. In the mean 
time, I take the liberty to inform you, that it is the design of CoL 
Wiltshire to give the men employed in his service two skillings a 
day, besides their rations, from this date, provided they hired them- 
splves to him without any compulsion and willingly ; and if there 
might be fonnd any who might feel inclined to engage them- 
selves in this way, state that you are at liberty to send them with 
the bearer of this note. One hundred and fifty men of the Cape 
Corps will leave you for the Kowie this evening. The Landdrost 
wishes you to send a patrol to Major Fraser's place, to meet his 
patrol to-morrow morning early, and to give them such directions 
as we might be able. After meeting with Capt. S.'s patrol, they 
may return. Yours, &c. 

(Signed) F. H. SiyEDEL. 

Oraham*8 Town, June 12, 1820. 

My dear Friend, — I have received this morning the dlsdiargse of 
some Hottentots, but not of nine as you mentioned,«^there ai» no 
more than five. 

Jan Jantjes, Piet Jacobs, Pla^e Jacobs, Dragoender Jacobs, 
Jantje Witbooy, and Smit Jager, have been here ever since yester- 
day. The five who have been here, I return with those who ay« in 
Caffer Land. I can do nothing until others are sent in their place. 
The Landdrost told me, that if there were twenty-five more, it 
would not be too many. 

I am, your obedient Servant, 
To kr. "Ulbricht. (Signed) F.H.Stmazh, 



Cft9thmm*iTown,S0iAJvme.lS$O. 
Sir, — ^The Deputy Landdrost has requested me to inform you, 
that he needs eight or ten Hottentots for two or three months, to 
be employed in making a ditch. Be pleased to send them as soon 
as possible ; they will receive proper wages and rations. 

Yours, &c. 
Mr. Ulbricht. (Signed) T. H. Stjbdel. 

Graham's Town^ July 25^, 1820. 

Mr. Ulbricht, — Please to give to Colonel Lyn a Hottentot, in 
ileu of the Hottentot Kieviet; but he must accompany the other 
Hottentot who comes in his place to receive payment. 

(Signed) H. Somerset, Deputy Landdrost 

Graham^ s Toum^ Ifth Aug., 1820. 

Sir, — ^The two Hottentots, Claas Boezak and Wissil Magerman, 
who have been absent since the 12th, you will have the goodness to 
return as soon as possible. 

Yours, &c 

(Signed) T. Tigman, 
Mr. Ulbricht. Acting Secretary. 

GraharrCs Town, Mth Aug,, 1820. 

Sir,— ^You are ordered by the Deputy Landdrost, Captain H. 
Somerset, to send bftck the Hottentot who received a pass last 
week 10 return last Sunday, and with him four more men, to con- 
tinue at work at this place. 

Captain S» requests that you will send strong able men. 
Your afibctionate Friend, 

(Signed) H. Tigman. 
To Mr. Ulbricht. Acting Secretary, 

Graham's Town, 2d Sept, 1820. 

Sir,' — ^The Deputy Landdrost, Capt. Somerset, leaves it to your 
good pleasure, to exchange the four Hottentots in the engineer 
department. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) H. Tigman, 
Mr. Ulbricht* Acting Secretary, 

Graham'* Tovm, 2d Sept^lB^Q. 

Sir, — Should the Hottentot boy, Windragel, not proceed to this 
place, immediately on the receipt of this note, the Landdrost, Capt. 
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SomttStU wiU CMtae faiin topnoeotd^to this place by judicial autho- 

lilfT. I ««Ir Ac* - ; . ' 

. I . (Sig^ned) H. Tigman^ 

Mn Ulbrickt. AtUng S6cntm^. < 

: . . ' . ./i . i '. H 

P* S/'^+^-Shoald a certain John Nwt6n, wb^ is with ^Jf; \F; 

Meyer, be found wandering among you, be pleased to warn him to 

return U> this ploc^directiy, to avoid unpleasant circumstances. 

Graham's Town, Sept Sth, 1820. 

Sli', — I am under the painful necessity to pommi^nic^te to ypi^ 
the dissatisfaction of the t)eputy Landdrost, Captain IJ. So|^eq:^^.tp 
particularly as Witbooy Prins is wanthig among the four, you^mi^- 
tioned, and as StoflTel Boezak is unfit for service. 

To tell you the long and short of it, the Deputy Landdrost^. 
Captain S., requests that you will send Witbooy Pnns, and another 
able Hottentqt, jn lieu of StofTel Boezak. This is the serious re- 
quest of Captain Sm to which I do not doubt you will r^a^il^r 9^,m- 
ply, in order to avoid unpleasant circumstances. 
1 Your obedient Servapt, -- 

.: (Signed) H. TiOMiiN, 

Tp ^r*.tJ%icht. Actijig Secrdarf^ 

'/ . Grahams Town, S^ IJiA, 1820* 

Sir, — The Deputy Landdrost, Ci^taiii U. Somerset^ ^ettiajuds,' 
th«;t .imv fle»d Un JHbDtie»bots to be present at t^e prison . next 
Sunday, the I7th of this motith, and who. shall be permitted* to 
return the Sabbath following. Captain S. is quite surprised you 
have npt#en^ iaJieu of the Hottentot who was deemed incapable 
for ^wev^andk far the one that remains behind, two iothieflrs. 
Captain 8. requests seriously that you will comply with his order. 
A« - ' ;\ Duly 4uthori»ed by the Deputy Landdrost, 

; 1 ^ ^ ; (Signed) H. TtoBf an, 

To^Mff* tJlbriehtw Actiitg Secrttcery. 

t • i Grakamh Town, Sept. 2\%i^ l830i : 

Sir, — I, the undersigned, command that you will forward t<i tWs 

place, iiiimediately on the receipt of this letter. Wo young apd 

stt-Ottg Motteiitotii, to be bound for the present to the PielS-corriet 

Joachim Christoffel Esbach, for about a year, for reasonable waffesl 

(Signed) H. Somerset, Deputy %anddrod, 

^,^.S,-xXqi Q?^,e ArooWus Morichts showM be rat Ubertgf, •youi'ftiill 
iJH^Pb ofcUge ^he FieWrCPr^et, as he is acci^atnad to hitt,irha¥iiig* 
lived with him for some time. * :i t ;, r, 

rf,j^j,^i{>ri<^t.. ^, .. <; ' ,. Hi; } nv ' 
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;• ^ ■ '.■ y (ih^a^Mm'i Toum 2Bd Sipi.^ ISaOi^ "^ 

Sir, — Captain Somerset, the Deputy Landdrost, has ordered me: 
to send back to Theopolis the following men, Platje Boezak, 
Speelman Mattroo<^ Piet Boezak, Clynbooy Ruiter, Jacob JaoM>s, 
Hans RIaas, Klaas Cupido, Jan Spogter, and RIaas Stuurman ; and 
requ^lts ^i>avei va lieuof tbiem, six young and healthy Hottentdts. 

I am, &c. " -I/ 

(Signed) H. TictMAN^ '• 

Graham's Town, 26th Sept., 1820. 
Koert Links is willing to comply with the order of the 
Landdrost. David Ruyter has been detected, bat is uuwilHiigp, 
saying that he does not belong to your school ; his impudence isj so 
great, that I caused him immediately to be imprisoned. I ^m 
expecting Capt. S.*s orders to-morrow, and intend sending him 
a^ay with a hot bapk. . .r- , . . > 

I am, &c. , , j : ! . 

■ (Signed) " M,%QHXiji,,'["'^, 

Mif. Ulbricht. Acting Secretary, , \ 

Sir, — Instead of ten, T have only received nine men ; of whom 1 
return Jacob Jacobse, Daniel Schoenberg, Rleinbooy jElu}^rs^ 
Klaas Cupido. Jan Spogters has hired himself to Mr. Dltz to 
Uitenhage, for one trip. The request of the Landdrost is, that you 
will be pleased to send six healthy men in their place, for whom I 
wJll ceiurn six others now at work here. 

. Captain Somerset wishes to know where the two men rettiaSn^ 
who were t»be sent in plajoe of Esback. • f r • ,/ i ...(^ 

.I.Qm,-&e. ■ ■••,-. 

(Signed) H. Tiomaw. * • 
Mr* Ulbricht. Acting" Secretaty, ~ ' ' 

Graham's Toumy lOtk Oct., IS20. 
Sir, — In .'behaif ot the Landdro&t, Captain Somerset, I am 
oriiered to request of you to forward to this place four Hbtlentbts/ 
to be employed for this district : in case Platje might be at Theo- 
polis^ please to fi^nd him with them. The Landdrost has granted 
him. a pass for tea days, and he has npt yet returoe^. » i . - 

I am, &c, (Signed) M. J, OivK^iuvDar* .,, 

P.S, Request that you will send with these four,. th^Msi^q oth^rftJ 
mentioned in a former letter, , ; . i 

Mr. Ulbricht. .^ ., . ■, ^, 

Graham's Town, imh Oct^ 1820. 

- fSir;-^ beg of you, thait you will have the go6dness to forward 

tofthu'^laoelsi^ brisk Hottentots, to be employed iat the malkirig'W 

a ditch. lam, &c. ' '^ , " 

Mr. Ulbricht (Signed) M. J. ONiRirtoT. 
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GVflAaiii'« Toiwt, 20» Oc<., 1820. 

Sir, — ^The Landdrost has ordered me to write to you, and tbnyt 
he wishes you would send four Hottentots from Theopolis, to 
exchange with the four tliat are here ; he likewise recjuests you 
would send with the Hottentots some matting, for which he will 
pay you. The Landdrost wishes the Hottentots to he here on 
Sunday evening. 

I am, &c. 

Mr. Ulbricht, (Signed) M. J. Onkruydt. 

The superintendent of the school at Theopolis is requested to 
grant to Johan Potgieter, a Hottentot, to be employed by him as a 
postilion. 

(Signed) M. J. Onkbutdt, 

Jcmuary 19, 1821. Secretary, 

BathurH, April 28<A, 1821. 

Sir, — I am directed by the Provisional Magistrate to request that 
you will cause to be sent to Bathurst forthwith, Klaas Smith, and 
Arnoldus Maurits of your institution. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) Geo. Dyason. 
To Rev. G, Barker, TheopdU. 

BaUmrU, 2d May, 1821. 
Sir^^r-I am directed by the Provisional Magistrate, to request 
that you will send to Mr. Swan, at the Secretar/s at Graham's 
Town, a Hottentot driver. You will have the goodness to send 
him .to-morrow ; he will be paid wages, and receive rations for 
one month, the time he will be required. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) Geo. Dyason. 
To Rev. Geo. Barker, Theopolis. 

Bathurst, 2Ut May, 1821. 

Sir, — With reference to a letter addressed to you on the 2d inst., 
which Captain Trappes supposes must have miscarried, I am 
directed to request that you will forthwith send to Mr. Swan, at Gra- 
ham's Town, a Hottentot driver. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) Geo. Dayson. 

To Rev, Geb. Barker, Theopolis. 

Balhurpt, 2d July, 1821. 
Sir, — I returned you by the hand of Mr. Brownlee, a short time 
since, the list of the Hottentots belonging to your kisdtution, who 



Imtt b^tn eoiployed en tha pul^c works, with a verbal request, 
th^t you would take the trouble to inquire if the periods stated 
were correct* as far as could be made out. I made inquiry myself 
of the officers whom I thought most likely to know something 
of the matter, but could gain no information on the subject. I have 
now to request you will have the goodness to return to me again 
the lists corrected as far as can be ascertained, as I should wish to 
have the Hottentots settled with as soon as possible. 

I remain, &c. 
(Signed) James Jones, 

To Rev. G. Barker.' Landdrost. 

BathursU 26th July, 1821. 

Sir, — ^In the absence of Major Jo6es, I beg leave to inform you, 
that one of the Hottentots sent here, was claimed and carried away 
by a Dutchman . The bearer goes back, and you will please, on the 
receipt of this, to dispatch two diligent Hottentots, as Uie public ser^* 
vice will be retarded until your kind compliance. 
I am^ &c. 

The Rev. G. Barker. (Signed) Thomas Mahonv. 

BcUhuriU August 1, 1821. 
Sir, — I have the honour to inform you, that the public works 
are considerably retarded for want of four Hottentots, two to drive 
and two for leaders to the. waggons. I beg leave, in consequence^ to 
request you will be pleased to give such orders as will obviate this 
difficulty. 

I. am, &c. 
To Major Jones, &c. &c. (Signed) Thomas Mahony. 

Major Jones will thank Mr. Barker to assist Mr. Mahony to 
procure the drivers and leaders he is in want of, 
Bathurat, August \st, 1821. 

Graham* s Town, March 1, 1822, 

Sir, — Having been informed by the district secretary, that pre- 
vious to my arrival, he had sent an order for three Hottentots, to 
be supplied from your institution, for the ^government service, I 
beg to request that the same may be sent here without any delay 
whatever, as the public service is greatly impeded by the want of 
them. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) Harry Rivers, Landdrost. 

Rev. Q. Barker, TAeopoZw. 
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Graham^ i Totem, 13^ March^ 1822. 

Sir, — The public service requiring twelve Hottentots imme- 
diately, to assist in the field duties of the Royal Engineers, I have to 
require, as I have not been able to provide these persons by any of 
the other previous means to which I have had recourse, that you 
will point out to the bearer, twelve such Hottentots, residing at your 
institution, as may be fit for, and can be best and most conveniently 
appropriated to this service, to be employed for the space of two 
months, at the end of which period they shall be exchanged for 
two others. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 
(Sigfned) Harry Rivers, Landdrost. 
The Rev. G. Barker, Tkeopolis. 

I have also orders from his Excellency the Governor, to provide 
three good Hottentots for the Cape corps, which orders have been 
uncomplied with for six weeks, for the reasons stated in this letter. 
I must therefore request you will send three to this office fer that 
purpose in the course of a few days. 

(Signed) Harry Rivers. 



No. X. 

Diagram of the Lands of Theopolis^ 4*^.— (Vide vol. i^ 
p. 269.) 

The accompanying Diagram is copied from the original in the Co- 
lonial Office. From the intersections made on the chart, and pointed 
out by figures, and the following explanation, it is made obvious, 
that the institution is not only.deprived of the corn-lands which it 
cultivated in the year 1815, (which is in direct violation of the pro- 
clamation of 1817,) and indeed of all the valuable corn-land belong- 
ing to it ; but the lands included in the original chart granted by 
Sir J. Cradock, and those which have since been added by Sir 
Rufane Donkin, constitute a part of the lands which are to be given 
to the new claimants. The portions alienated in this manner con- . 
stitute the most valuable part of the lands originally granted to this 
institution, and which induced the missionaries and the Hottentots first 
to form an establishment in this district ; and if such grants, made 
under such circumstances, are to be thus violated, it may be Askeil 
what are the rights of the Hottentots ? and what security have 
they that they may not be, in the course of a few weeks, deprived of 
the ground on which their houses stand, and they themselves driven 
from the institution, or carried back into that wretched state of 
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slavery, under which the ^eat body of the Hottentots of the colony 
are now groaning^ 

Explanation of the Chart, 

A. B. C. D. describe the diagram of the original grant given by 
Sir J. Cradock on which the institution stands : a, points out the 
site where the village still stands : E. F. G. H. describe the lands 
granted to the institution by SirRufane Donkin, in 1821. 

Nos. 5, 6, 7, 8, describe the lands allotted to Mr. Grant, including 
the only remaining spring on the institution, — with an outpost, or 
village, consisting of ten huts, containing thirty-two inhabitants, 
most of whom are aged and diseased people, worn out in the 
service of the farmers, who subsist on the milk of some cows, and 
the produce of their gardens, and the corn land they are able to 
cultivate. The grant assigpied to Mr. Grant contains a valuable 
porticm of the corn-lands of the institution, together with the spring 
of water*, without which the grant of land made to the institution 
by Sir Rufone Donkin, marked E. F. G. H. will be of no use, be- 
ing entirely without water except in the Karreega river, whidi is 
salt along the whole line of boundary, owing to the influx of the 
tide. 

Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4, describe the lands given to Mr. Bovey. This 
grant includes a small spring at the mouth of the Kasouga river, 
barely sufficient for the culinary purposes of one or two families, 
and upwards of one hundred acres of land around it, which have 
been under cultivation by the people of the institution. On the 
opposite side of the river, a little higher up, stands a village or 
outpost, consisting of twelve huts, containing thirty-five indus- 
trious Hottentots, who support themselves and their families by 
their waggons and oxen, and the cultivation of about sixty aci'es 
of land, which they have fenced with great labour, and which they 
cultivate to advantage. This place has no permanent spring, and 
in the dry season is dependent for a supply of water on the spring 
included within the land promised to Mr. Grant. 

Nos. 9, 10, and 11, the dotted line within the diagram of the 
institution, running along its eastern boundary, will give a toler- 
able idea (by measuring the distance between that dotted line and 
the eastern boundary of the diagram) of the extent of land taken 
from the original grant of Sir J. Cradock to the institution, and 
given to Mrs. General Campbell. It may include about one thou- 



* This fotintatn, which is designated the brackith spring, in the section of the 
lands in the aocompaayiog diagram, is denominated hi the description accompanying 
iht chart, — the Long Fountain. 

iVpto.-^" The two thousand morgens adjoining and inclosed by dotted lines in 
red ink, may be made use of by the institution, in addition to the original ground also 
inclosed by lines in red ink "-^Copied from the originai grant. 

Vol. II, 2 D 



402 APPENDIX. — X. 

sand acrei, the greater portion of which has been under coRhration, 
some of itfrom the year 1815. Here I beg leave to refer to the pro-* 
clamation of 1817, which states that the previous cultivator of 
land has the first claim upon it. This land, from its condgnity to the 
village, the nature of the soil, and from its having a stream of 
water running through it, is essential to the existence of the in- 
stitution. A great part of this land has been fenced in by the 
people of the institution, at great labour* and a part of it is now 
under crop. 

No. 12 a small valley on the Karreega, surrounded l)y bush, 
within the grant of Sir Rufane Shawe Donkin to the institution, is 
claimed by Mr. Dalgaims as promised to him by the governor, and 
on which he has already put up a hut. 

TheopoUi, July 18, 1825. 

The following official letter from the Colonial Secretary, H. Alex- 
ander* Esq., to the Missionary Read, will show that the lands of 
Theopolis were held on precisely the same footing as those of 
Bethelsdorp. It has been the policy of the colonial government 
not to grant regular legal rights to the lands of the missionary 
institutions, with the view, obviously, of keeping them more de- 
pendent. 

Colonial Office, AugiiH llth, 1815. 

Sir, — I am directed by his Excellency the Governor to state, in 
reply to your letter of the 21st July last, that his Excellency has 
directed the landdrost to permit you to occupy, provisionally, the 
land which has been recently measured, according to the diagram 
which has arrived, without a valuation, in the same manner you 
have occupied Bethelsdorp; and authorizes me to assure you, 
should circumstances ever lead to a re-assumption, ail improvement 
and building, with the expense of the survey, shall be repaid ; but 
difficulties still occur as to the mode of making out a tide, and to 
whom, as well as the general policy. 

His Excellency has no objection to the two missionaries you 
recommend, with their waggons and necessary attendants, i»o- 
ceeding on their intended mission. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) Hensy AL£XAN]>Ba, 
Mr. J. Read, Bethelsdorp. 
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No. XI. 
Bethelsdorp Correspondence. — (Vide vol, i., p. 316.) 

My Lord, — In presenting the statement now laid before your 
Excellency, I beg it to be understood, that the individuals concerned 
in drawing it up, have no resentments to gratify ; that they have no 
wish for redress for past wrongs ; and that they have no object, on 
the present occasion, beyond relief from the unnecessary burdens 
the institution at Bethelsdoip is at present lying under. 

I dare not affirm, of all the missionaries at Bethelsdorp, that no 
one of them has ever given Colonel Cuyler ground of offence. 
Where there are so many clashing interests, uninterrupted harmony 
between the landdrost of the district and those in the management 
of the institution, is, perhaps, next to impossible ; but whatever 
blame may attach to an individual, the general spirit of the insti- 
tution has been decidedly favourable to Colonel Cuyler. 

Knowing Mr. Kitchingman to be a sensible, respectable, and 
moderate man, he was placed at Bethelsdorp, rather than at 
another station, in the hope that Colonel Cuyler and he would go 
on smoothly together ; and the Colonel cannot be altogether igno- 
rant, that in two instances of recent occurrence, in which prosecu- 
tions were brought forward against him, the missionaries resisted 
every attempt to bring them in as parties. Under a grateful sense 
of the personal attentions I at one time received from Colonel 
Cuyler, from the respect due to him as the magistrate of the dis- 
trict, and with a sincere desire of conciliating the Colonel toward 
iJie institution, I waited on him on my arrival at Uitenhage, on my 
last journey into the interior, but he refused to see me ; and this 
circumstance, together with what has taken place since, has left me 
no alternative but the one now adopted, that of submitting all the 
differences between the landdrost and the conductors of the mis- 
sionary institution at Bethelsdorp to the decision of your Excel- 
lency. 

I have in my possession a vast variety of facts, showing the hard- 
ships and injuries to the Hottentots, which have arisen from the 
system pursued by the landdrost ; but as those facts cannot be 
established without going into evidence, — to shorten the process, 
and to save your Excellency as much trouble as possible, I have 
laid them aside for the present. By this plan, the general effect of 
the statement is considerably impaired ; but this deficiency will, in 
a measure, be compensated by superseding the necessity of further 
investigation. 

The letters of the landdrost are our witnesses, and not only 
vouch for the facts exhibited, but are indeed the facts themselves. 

2d2 
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If any dcmbi «rt€e reapecdng iht luscnrftcy of th6 ^pifes, tlife^ri^* 
ginals are at hand, and can at any time be compared vi^h them. 

I have the honour to be, &c, &e., " 

J\>hiBExediency (Signed) Johw Phimp;' 

Lord Charles Henry Somerset, &c. &c. 

CapeTown^ 1822. , ' 

A Statement of the Hardships to which the Hottentots at tKe Insti-*^ 
tution of Bethelsdorp, in the District of Uitenhage, are exposed ;[ 
also respecting the Disadvantages under which the Missionaries 
at that Station labour. 

In laying before your Excellency a statenient of the kardshipa t^. 
which the Hottentots at the Institution of Qetb^ledocp* ar^* fS(^: 
posed, and of the disadvantages uoder which the jais^naries at 
that station labour, we beg leave most respectfuMy to solicit that 
relief whjc)i the case demands, and which we pannot doubt wiU be 
afforded when your Excellency is made fully acq>iai]4ed with, the 
grievances of which we have to complain, An i]U|uiry.ia^/)th/9t 
nature of those grievances was instituted by his ExoeUeneyithe^ 
late acting governpr, on his visit to that station in May, 1821, smd 
a part^ reform was then effected through the representations, 
ma4e l^j the missionary at the head of that establishment. Hi^, 
had been for sowe time past obliged to provide men often thr^er^ 
four, or five times, weekly, to convey letters addressed to the cqm^ 
mand^t or the coi^mi^ary at Port Elizabeth, also to field-cc^rnetsti 
ox elseifhere ; and on the arrival of answers or other communioar/ 
tionsfronfi that port, the missionary was required. to transmit themi 
to tb^ drostdy of Uitcnbage, whilst no compensation w«s* paid t^. 
the persons performing these duties* Nor qou14 the bead of 4a^T 
institution decline the services thus imposed ^n his people* bpwi 
n^ugh spever theii: pwn duties might demand their. attentUm. "iRii^r 
piifCHiF^^tafice haying been ti^ken into .consideration by l^SjE^^^lm 
lency* prders>verc issued by his Excellency the ac^Pg gP^epnort ^^ 
provide oth^p:" mpans of conveyance for such letters; and the,4^f 
sired relief was in this instance afforded. ^^ m- 

, We ar^ therefore warranted tp hope, that wiwpia, cdkar i^ji^djfeHf 
statepifii^t-.pf the cauj^e^ of complaint is submitted to yofir J^^^tr 
leftc^*S i^otice, we ^hall meet with that justice iW<Mcb lis 4^}fio^ 
the individuals forpaing th,e Bethelsdorp institutipBi«>as-ififee,,nfie^, 
andBri^i^Ji sujjjecl^. . .;.-..,,.; ,w..j:i .> .n.)..-ty 

The olyec^j of the st^ementis npt to Iving ferwrct»C(^mi^*M^ 
arising OHt of circumstanpes which have long pinee traft^pirei^tbpk 
tp.i^tat^ thing;S as they actually exist, and we. shall ihereforft Cfl»ift4^ 
o^j-^lxes tp spch tfacts only as have occurred during Jihp»c^wirs^>^w 
tbe,tiBKoprqce4ingjears,,andare,now,4aily.^king|JaQ^^in.! n;.t w 

,- T^e "i^tp^9p^onsi§tf pf„a Jimi^qd ^Vi?^l)^KpCtJ^^o»lftV«^i^df/ 



tbp^ijtiales ar^ married men with families. The number of name^f 
at pre^nt oa- the books amouats to about two thQUSwadr^meUi 
women, an4 children, among whom there are not more than three 
hun(Jre4 ^d fifty efficient men, and of these about two hundive^ 
and thirty are invariably employed by the fermerfi. and /oihetf .inhH- 
bitants of the colony. All demands, therefore, for the three ser-, 
vices just noticed, necessarily fall upon those who constantly reside 
at therin$titutioi)^ the missionary at the head qf the establishment^ 
having legally no power to call individuals from their services with 
the surrounding inhabitants, to take their share of the burdens cast 
iipori the institution. Not less than forty persons possess w^jg- 
gons ; and to prove the value of this, we need only refer to the 
cottimSdsimt accounts at Algoa Bay, by which it will be found, 
that upwards of twenty individuals have, in one day, had their wag- 
gons engaged *o corivey government stores, earning, at a low com- 
pfntktion, between thirty and thirty-five rix-dollars a week. Thirty 
Out of these forty waggons have been engaged at one time fn thlii 
and other employments, by which they gain, as just stated, from 
thirty to thirty-five rix-dollars a week. But whatever advantages 
th« Hottentots might derive firom a free application of their time 
and services, this privilege is denied them. The orders of the 
landdrost are peremptory, and require able-bodied men for their' 
proper execution. These orders, as will be seen, have beeh iai3 
punctually atteiwled to as the circumstances of the institution per- 
mitted. In many instances, therefore, the head of this Stistitution 
has had to insist upon individuals complying with these orders, 
^o were earning some three, some fbur, and some five times as 
much as they would recehre for performing the orders ^ the^larid- 
drt)st. These men are compelled to kave their own cmjployrtent, 
under the certain knowledge, that, during thdr absence, their fami- 
li^es suffer great privations. The wages paid the individuals engaged 
ift tAat'is 'called public work are the same now as were given 
miawy years ago, although it is a fact w^l known to the 6ffitserl9 
of government employing these individuals, that the neceifesfatie^ 'df 
lift^ are increased in price in a four-fold proportion. Tlie rate; bf 
the wages paid is two skillings in money, one pound and a half 6f 
meat, andone pound of bread daily to each individual. To which 
tliet^ife 'the' following important exception, viz., those Hottentoti^ 
whoave employed in repairing roads receive tihe usual allowance 
of- food, but TFio money. It is clear, then, that in this case no pro- 
vision whatever is made for the families of the married workiiien 5' 
wheicea^ those ift the «etVTce of the farmers have some means of 
slippo'rfe'lbiitfd for their fAmilies. When that is not the ease, the 
paft^ifrts* waged ate sufficient to enable them lo obtain some pro-* 
VfsiOtt ^ Iheir wives and children: It is difficult then td ^diibdVe ' 
the hardships ^efl expetifettced by the families c^ sUdlifelb^teftl' 
Wfe**#^l*ig utafttei^^owJef s* ftbm the landdr&st. It^may be'addid, 
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that in no instance have they received their pay till the expiration 
of one, two, or three months ; during the whole of this time, their 
families are deprived of those on whom they necessarily depend 
for support. Thus it appears evident, that the hardships to which 
they are exposed by this and similar acts of oppression, tend very 
considerably to keep them in the degraded state in which they nte 
unfortunately placed. 

In proof of what has been advanced, your Excellenc/s attention 
is requested to the subjoined correspondence commencing in Feb- 
ruary, 1820. 

Copy of a letter from J. G. Cuyler, Esq., landdrost of the district 
of Uitenhage, to the Rev. Geo. Barker, head missionary at 
Bethel sdorp. 

UUmhagey \2ih February, 1820. 

Sir, — May I beg the favour of your directing twenty (if so many 
are conveiiiently to be had) of your Hottentots to repair to this place 
on Monday 21st, present month, to aid in the water runs and roads 
repairing under directions of Mr. L. M. Van Rooyen? they will be 
paid for their labour by Mr. Van Rooyen. 

I have, &c., 
To Mr. Barker. (Signed) J. G. Cuyler. 

Tlie following reply was returned. 

Bethelsdorp, lAth Fehruury, 1820. 

Sir, — I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of yours of 
the 12th instant. If twenty men can be obtained, they shall be 
forwarded according to order. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) G. Barkkr. 

To Colonel Cuyler. 

A few days subsequent to the above order, the following letter 
was addressed to the landdrost. 

Bethelsdorp, 2lst Fehruwry^ 182fO. 

Sir, — I forward the following men for work according to yours 
of the 12th instant : — Jan Windragel, Pieter Plaatjes, Windragel 
Ruiters, Audries Windragel, David Jantjes, Hendrik Bandmim, 
Piet Koho, Jantje Springveld, Hendrik Bruintjes. 

The number falls short of that required. I have ordered more 
in, who are near, but I have not seen them yet ; when they come I 
will forward them. 

' ' I have, &c. 

To Colonel Cuyler, (Signed) G. Bar&er. 



APPENDIX.-^XI. 407 

And two days after the above, the fbHowmg, having reference to 
the former communications, was also forwarded to the landdrost. 

Bethelsdorp, 2Sd February, 1820. 

Sir, — I forward the following men for work : — Cupido Bakker, 
Arnold Ruiters, Jan Jochem, Andries Opperman. 

I have, &c. 
To Colonel Cuyler. (Signed) G. Barker. 

In the month immediately succeeding the demand above noted, 
the following order was received at Bethelsdorp. 

UiteTihage, lOth March, 1830. 

Sir, — May I beg the favour of your aiding the road-master Ver- 
maak, with ten or twelve men to repair the roads between Cradock*s 
Town and Sunday's river, passing the drift of Zwartkop's river 
and Saltpan Hoogte? — ^these people to meet the road- master at 
Mr. Mare's place, on Wednesday morning next, 15th, at 8 o'clock. 
Mr. Vermaak will furnish them with provisions ; but if you could 
lend a few tools it would aid the work. 

I have, &c.. 
To Mr. Barker. (Signed) J. G. Cuyler. 

Bethelsdorp, ISth March, 1820. 

Sir, — I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of yours of 
the 10th instant ; as many men shall be sent as can be possibly pro- 
cured. I have only three pickaxes in my possession, two of which 
I will send with those who go to work. 

I have, &c.. 
To Colonel Cuyler. (Signed) G. Barker. 

On the 26th June, a demand for a similar purpose was given to 
the missionary at Bethelsdorp. 

Uitenhage, 26th June, 1820. 

Sirr*-I beg the favour of your directing ten or twelve of the 
Hottentots belonging to your institution to repair to Algoa Bay on 
Thursday evening next^ 29th present month, there to receive in- 
structi(»i» fif©m C^tain Evatt, to work on the road in the direction 
from the bay to Mr. Korsten's, for two days. 

I have, &c.. 
To Mr, Barker. * (Signed) J. G. Cuvler. 

Bethelsdorp, SOth June, 1820. 
gir^ — ^Nine of our people were sent to the bay yesterday to pro- 
ceed to Captain Evatt, according to yours of the 26th instant. 

I have, &c. 
Tq Colo^l Cuyler. (Signed) G. Barker. 
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Ia«ad«avatuingtadacicUie fvnrther tUi».paiioC:Mi^^ 
it beooneft Decenary to introduce a con;t8|MMideaCf «.wbicfab i 
Dot directly emanatiBg from the landdrost, is, it -wiU be ] 
connected jvritb «ubsequeiii letters fwra that office. Hie 2d Augui^ 
ak^^ was received by ihe Rev. G« 3arkerrfro<a, » Vx.y^m 
Rooyjeu, containing a demand, in the name of the lauddn^,^ 
twenty men, but bearing no official signature. The following is 4i 
copy of the Dutch original, and a translation is annex/ed« \ ^ 

Uitenhage^ den 2 A$^g^9L 1820* 

Myn Heer,*^De8Be dient om ue met naam van den landdrost, 
vriendlyk te -vereoeken de goedheid te hebben om my tegen Zon- 
d&g^av6iid>den 18 Augustus, aanstaiide^ iw^mi^' HottiiitblUi U 
zenden, om my in het schoonmakeu, &c., van de Watersloet, bc- 
hulpen Zaam te Zyn, dewyl ik tegen dien tyd zal klaar zyn om er 
afut^ ie,heginnen» en hoop dua dat ue niet zal verzuemen te zorgen 
dat zy op den bestemden tyd heir komen. Verblyv in gjoede ver^ 

^g^%» . ; ,. ... 

Myn heer, ' \ , 

U.'E. D.W.DlENAAA, ' * ' ' 

De jSeer Barker, Bethdsdorp. (Signed) L. M. Van Rooyen'. 

Translation. , 

', Uitettbage,2dAusu^U^99* v 

- &ir,-^Jrhi« serve* friendly to request'yoa hi tb^ naihe of tbe laftdi 
drofit, to hanre the goodaesd to send twenty HoUentots^ bf Sondaf 
errenihgithe' idth Aug«st> ibr the purpose of assisting me ii^ deiri 
ing the water-coursee, because i shall be ready to begin a(t that tiriouel 
I hope, tlwrefore, that you will not delay, but take c*e to sen^ 
ihematthi^ apponited.time. Hc^iag you will attend to my ^^ 
qaesti n . . : ,, 

¥■>'•• *,''■ '' 'I peoA&in> Sir, - ' > ' 

To Mr. Barker; (Signed) L. M. Van Rooten, 

,i':: H'l' 'C O : .. . - . , .. . ' .i'*'- • >■ 

To the above communication, the Rev. G. Barker transmitted a 

i«ply inl'I>utch, wkjopy of which, with artnuni^oni ib aai^Uo»Hb4— 

' Bethekdorp, 4 JngusL 1820* 

Myn Heer,— Ik heb de eer uiven brief van den 2 detees te 
erkennen. Ik versoek permissie ue indagtig te maken; 1st Ue 
eis6hr^^hilg van myn volk op Zondag. Gendenk wat een onaan- 
g^naam werkvoor«jy des Zondags ^oo viel Jvojkby «lkja«fk*:te 
inak^n^id^ar.ik )itrat atidei^ te doen hebv Ue neemt de^ iiryhpidfdit 
i^mHlMi^m^.m^t nnun vtoden landdrost.: fi$oo-vieF>al9&iEac« 
Colonel Cuyler te doen heb gehadib?t/v4iBl^tW3Pt^k^nnflHi®ttai^ 
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g^^lltltify «idkk df!^ Zoffi^ noch niet gedaan faeeft, enft weet dat 
hjT'ti^y in tnytleOodsdiiaistige verpHgting iiomt zal stooren, £d. Dat 
wefk meld ue dien zj doen moeten, is het watersloet schoen- 
fimkeir; het algemeen werk der inwoonderen van de Dorp. Ue 
Irteft het ^aicht eh zekt^ wordt ue betaald. Ik moet vo*k daartoe 
Vibden, en dus het grootste last valt op my; maar wat dienst wordt 
er li0t government bewezen wanneer ik zulk zal gedaan hebben? 
3. Ik onderwerp my aan niemand dan den kinddrost ; wanneer hy 
my gelast gevoel ik 'z myn plight hem onderdanig te zyn, zyn ordre 
woi^ m^ple^ervoldaan, 
, ^ . , Ik verblyve met achtiag, ' 

; . ,. . . U. E. D. W. DlSNAAE^ 

^e Mm(.h* M. Vaa. ftooyw*. (Signed) G. Baruh* 

r • Translation. 

BetheMorp, 4dh August, 1820. 

Sir, — r have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of yours of 
the 2d inst. I beg permission to remind you, first, of the demand 
for twenty of our pjeople on the Sunday. Consider what an un- 
pleasant occupation it would be for me to get together) so many 
people on the Sunday when I have something else to do. You 
take the liberty of making this demimd in the name of the land- 
drost. So far as I have had any thing to do with Colonel Cuyler, 
I atti happy to be able to witness that he never did any thing of 
the kind on a Sundaty, and I am certain that he will never disturb 
me in ioiy'religiQus eKercises. Seeondly, 4he work yovi want- tlMin 
for la Uie clearing of the water ditdies^ the pubRc "Work of the in« 
habitat^ of tke village.. You hAte the nattnageaicnt^ aad of oourse 
get paid ; I nmat give you men to do it, and tfans Jittve tlw greater 
stmre of the trauble* and what setrice do I show, to government 
when I have done this? Thirdly, I shall submit myself to no 
other than the landdrosi^; whanhe orders me, I conceive it my duty 
to obey. His orders sare with cheerfulness complied with. • 
. w / * ' I remain, &c. ' , ' \ 

To Mr. Van Rooyen. (Signed) G. Barker. 

-Miv>Belrker Waiving leeqnesaed his opinion^ thid he was Hot bound 
to pay attention to Mr. Van Rooyen's request in the name of the 
landd[rost;»;atid^^e6>re woukt not do it, he received the following 
order fi^o^t^Q.lAnddrpst, himself. , > . ,f 

*,'.,; ; . ' . , UitenMg^^ nth August, IS20. \ 

'Si*)***i-I i«gret any miBunderstaikdmjf may have 'taken place \tk 
ebnteqdencebf'atta^^plieatioii to yott by Mi*. Vatt^Rooyen, theroad^- 
ftwstcir r'l^e'itssured it faa)s'ilot been anode wUhaHy intt^t to distmt^ 
t6e)teimony>bf)y(wrJSr«|HiB^:sertt^^ ^ ' ' " ^ ' ' ^ ' 
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WIH yoa now do me the fltvour, if you have aa majiy naen te 
Bpare, to send over here» in the run of this week, twenty men, or »8 
near that number as you can conveniently get, to aid Van Rooyen 
in the public works of this phice? 

I remain, &c.. 
To Rev. G, Barker. (Signed) J. G* Cutler. 

The Reply. 

Beiheladorp, lltk August, 1820. 

Sir, — I have the honour to acknowledge yours of the 8th instant, 
and should have waited on you personally, but time would not per- 
mit. I do not know whether Mr. Van Rooyen and I understand 
each other. I certainly thought another day would' have answered 
the same purpose as the Sunday, to have sent the people, and 
would have been much more convenient for me. I shall exert 
myself to the utmost to have as many as possible at Uitenhage, but 
fear the number will fall short of twenty. I understand Mr. Van 
Rooyen has had two men in his own service since those discharged, 
who made the bridges, and which circumstance makes it the more 
difficult for me to collect the numbers now. Not that I have any 
objection to their working for Mr. Van Rooyen, or any other per- 
son ; but I conceive when he has them for any particular work, he 
ought to discharge them when that particular work is done, unless 
they remain wiUi him by their own consent. 

I have, &c.. 
To Colonel Cuyler. (Signed) G. Barker. 

To this letter no answer is discoverable amongst the documents 
of the institution ; and the missionary at t^mt time iu rharge has 
stated, that he does not remember to have received a«y ; it is there- 
fore probable that no reply was received. A reference, however, to 
the records in the landdrost's office would at once determine the 
question, whether or not any notice was taken of this charge of in- 
justice against Mr.. Van Rooyen. 

Bethelsdorpy I2th August, 1820. 

Sir, — I forward the undermentioned Ho^ntOts to aid Mr* Van 
Rooyen in his work : Klaas Stuurman, Conraad Ruiters, Hen- 
dtik Hendriks, Jakob Jakobtts, Valeirtin Mjcbals, Willem 
Uithaalder, Plaatje Links, Africa Caesar, Flink Captes^ Ourson 
Matroos, Jantje Wankener, ■ Stuurman, 

The number is far short of the demand ; some of our people are 
plotrghing, and I cannot take them off In the course of next 
-week they will have done, and if necessary I shall be able to send 
more. 

I have, &c. 
To Colonel Cuyler. (Signed) fef. Barkjbr. 
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Relative to the above Iettar» the Rev. G* Barker addressed the 
fbUowing to the landdrost. 

Bethelidorp^ 4th December^ 1820. 

Sir,— Those of our people now employed under Mr. L. M. Van 
Rooyen, have been with me, stating^, that they consider the time 
expired for which they were commanded, and requested to be re- 
lieved ; if their services are longer required and you approve it, I 
will send others to relieve them. 

I have, &c., 
To Colonel Cuyler. (Signed) G. Barker. 

The following is a copy of Colonel Cuyler's reply. 

TJUenhagty Uh December^ 1820. 
Sir, — I have just seen Mr. Van Rooyen, and he informed me 
he has only about one week's work more ; and I conceive it is not 
tvorth while to have the people relieved for that short period. 

I have, &c. 
To Rev. G. Barker. (Signed) J. G. Cuvler. 

In reference to the same transaction, a letter was received from 
Mr. Van Rooyen, which points out the precise time that the men 
who were commanded, were discharged. 

Translation. 

I6tk December, 1820. 
Sir, — I send you the work Hottentots, namely, Klaas Stuurman, 
Hendrik Hendriks, Valentin Miggil, Conraad Ruiter, Ourson 
Matros, Plaatje Links, Willem Withalder, Africa Quiza, Jakob 
Jakobus, Jantje Wankner, Klaas Stuurman. 

P. S. — Klaas Soldaat I have kept here to open and shut the 
water-sluices ; if you can send me another in his stead, who w^ 
knows how to work with ditches, then he may go home. 
I remain your good friend, 

(Signed) L. M. Van Rooyen. 
To the Rev. George Barker. 

It is here necessary to request attention U> a few remarks upon 
the above communications. 

The number of men demanded on the occasion, it is observable, 
exceeded the means of the institution ; and the frequency of similar 
requisitions has been of late years an evil almost incompatible 
with its existence. The period the people were required to remain, 
was from the 12th August to the 16th December, (see Mr. Van 
Rooyen's letter of the 16th December^ 1820 ;) and even then an 
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e^^cei^on 19 niade in ttie case of KJaas^pldMik, hyUm i^re^umpiipio^' 
of fm uu^Qtbonzed individual* thus subjecting this poar Hottentot 
to greater loss than his fellow-labourers, in consequence, pinobablfr»: 
€^ \m iwluAtnons exertions having enabled him to aoquire^ )^PP.w;^ 
l^dge.they did not poaaess.- . The same individual appQac9.to,havo 
aa^um^d a similar authority, <see his letter of J^thi'.De^sfBpaW): 
ftve. months after the date of the letter in whiqh the R^** W^ 
Barkers charge against him was preferred. It is tb<H^g^t>(prop^r- 
to bring forward me above information* which t^ ^corre^cHadenc;^ 
itself affords respecting this person, because,, as is. probably kiiqwA: 
tp.goYernmenjt, the conduct of this individual cam^ ui^^r the 9qg7; 
nlsMice of his Excellency the acting governor: for, und^^.aHiPn^P 
ofhjjs EKCollency, llie misisigiiary in charrje of the in**titutia!i at 
Bethelibdorj* was required to proceed during his Excellency's stay 
at the drostdy of Uitenhage, to the village, and to ex^tmine a build- 
ing, concemiag which his Excellency said reprcaen tat ions bad 
been made to him, stating that the Hottentots commanded from 
the institutjon, to aid Vun Roiiyen in the public work, (see Colo- 
nel Cuy1er*s letter of 8th August,) Iiad been employed in building 
a private house for the boor Van Rooyen. Upon this occasion bb 
Excellency observed, a gross misrepresentation had been made by , 
the missionary ; and it is certainly a matter of regret that the infor- 
mation which ]i1b Excellency received regarding the work done by 
the Hottentots had not been given, in the first inslauce, Willi suffi- 
cient precision to have prevented any misconception* For it was 
in llie representation, made to his Excellency the acting governor, 
stated, that a substantial house had been built by the Hottentots 
under command and on government work ; whereas it ought to 
have been stated that the Hottentots had been employed in assisting 
to raise the wall of a house for Mr» Van Rooyen- In proof of this 
fact, we can state that the Rev. Dr, Philip, accompanied by the 
flefTM J. Kitdbiingman, did, on the 30th October, visit the dfK>st4f^f 
Uitenha^y and by actual admeasurement ascertain the t^th,-^. 
thd tthove^ diatement ; for the walls of the hpuse» ^vhich tmd been* 
raised^, were, each thirty-three feet in length, twenty fec^ in breadth^ . 
upwards of eighteen inches thick, and the height in one part ftvele^j 
and in another six feet Should it become expedient, doubtless 
the pQi^s^nsil aUestati<»na of these ministers will b^ readily giviBQ'.^ 
What proportion of these new buildings was actually done by the 
ha^s of the ti6Uentot$i eonunandted solely fer public wOfk> i^iiOt 
of course a question of importance ; since, whether ni»ch o;r lit^j 
was gained by their labour, the principle of the public officer who 
canJbfitus act,^fe*equaHy deibe^^trated. Should it now be thought 
r^qui^ite to know th^ exact quantity of work done^ it would^oj;.^ 
e^yitQ.asQertain, for parts of the wall have beenpuHed d^wn and . 
re)3wilt i?y.,the .Hottentpts at different times. ^ From the atovej 
statement it appears evident that the Hottentots belonging to the 



iHi^?(tffibn tff Bkhfelsddr^, t^n trader tsomttitod td'|f«^rm f^^ 
yiM*\, ^^,\ti additioa io that gricvaitce, subjectefdHor ^Wtii«* wtwtk 
fot the bem^t of Mr. Van Rooyeh, receiving only the reAiittrleiftltidri 
gr'&ttled lyf ^cwfertitndnt, whereby, as explamckl in the p*^iWrtrii*4i^ 
crtysefVAUotaSi the W^fere and support of then* ftiitilli^s ai*€f'^Ai!y 
iinpiBLii^. • • Shbiild it be asked, why was ho complaint o* this ^ubi^ 
ject' laid^efbre th^ |)ropef aathority by the Holtentots,^*-4t is"ii 
stiditfi'etit' Answer to femark, that the orders they received were 16^ 
jfid' Vatn Rooyen hi the public work. Again, they ttiigtit iiatarally' 
haV<r been led tosttppose the erection of the above w^U4 a publiii 
w&rft,b^rfu»e'eashrted 0*1 openly, in the public street of thi^^ Vilhi^ei^ 
an<t ttefefesfeftrily tinder th^ immediate eye of the landdrost, wbd*,' 
theyv^ld not btit know, was fUlly aware that he ■ had e^mmaiKded 
them on^to aid V&n Rooyen in public works. The remaiiiin^ 
communications will now be entered upon. ( 

'*5ir*^iCaptain Evatt complains of the bad state of the roads iit| 
Port Elizabeth ; may I beg- the favour of your ordering; from ten' 
to fifteen able-bodied men from the Hottentots of your Institution 
to the bay for the purpose of repairing- the roads ? Please inform 
Captain Evatt when you sejid them, I have also to request that 
you will be good enoun^b to send a party to cast tlie stones out of^ 
the road, between yon r institution and the Zwartl^opst river, ou the 
upper road passings the place of Jacob Kok, * '^^ '^ JJ ^ * 

1 have, &c„ ^^ 'I' ,^ I' , -J 

To Rev, G. Barken (Signed) . J, Gr Cityt^H,; 

Mr. Barker's Reply. 

BOheUdorp, August i^hy ,IS2Q,^1 

; Sir,-M! have the honour to acknowledge th^rigoeip* af Jw>cm^^ 
ikid«i^date^4th' infant. As many as can Tb^ possibly oolleeiftd«httlP 
be forwarded to Port Elizabeth without delay. The^ ro^ad ishali b^? 
cleared of stohes^ from this to the Zwartkops river in Urtf edu^s*- of: 
tte&week'. • 

'<^<>-' '''•:• • ■ I have&c. , . ■• . 

T0 C^aonel Oiiyler. (Signed) O. Bairkbr. • ' ' 

' Agreeably to the landdtost's cottimand, the fnitowing witits setittoi 
Gaiptain-E^tt; ;•••' "•.;■■'"'' •'•^•'•' '•• 

♦ri-i : ^ ■:•: /' ' Betkekdofp, A%tpatmthy\%2Q. : 

,'Sir,~i forward you the following Hottentots, as per riequest of 
Coionef'tJuyler, frotn the institution, to repair the roads in 'Port' 
EJlizabetlT;— Klaas Zealand, Andries Jbkem, Nobg Vogelsruiij, Ar-' 
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noed Ruiten, AndHes Matroosi, Louia ^itbo6r,T¥mcbugel Ruiiers, 
Andries Schuman. 

I have, &e. 
To Captain EWatt. (Signed) G. Barkcib. 

Under date Felmiary 6th, 1821, the following was received by 
the missionary at Bethelsdorp. 

Uitenhage, February 6th, 1821. 
Sir,~L. M. Van Rooyen is about going to clear the water-rung 
here, and will require assistance for that purpose. May I beg of 
you to order ten or twelve men over here fi>r that purpose, as soon 
as you can ? 

I have &c. 
To Mr. Barker. (Signed) J. G. Cuyler. 

Mr. Barker's Reply. 

Bethelsdorp, February 7th, 1821. 
Sir, — ^Yours of yesterday was duly received, and shall be exe- 
cuted with all possible speed. 

I have, Sec. 
To Colonel Cuyler. (Signed) G. Barker. 

Again, on the 12th of February, the missionary at Bethelsdorp 
sent the following letter to the landdrost. 

Bethelsdorp J February \2th, 1821. 
Sir,— The following men have been ordered to repair to Uitenhage, 
to assist Mr. L. M. Van Rooyen, viz. Goliath Willems, Schepper 

Boezak, Kalend Prins, Lutig ^ , Ourson Platje, Schepper 

Wilderman, Windragel Ruiter, Jakob Windragel, Gert Windragel, 
Hendrik Cloete. 

The following is a copy of the Landdrost's Reply. 

Uitenhage, February Ibth, 1821.. 
Sir,— Your letter of the 12th has been delivered, but the follow* 
ing persons not yet appeared, viz. Goliah Willem, Schepper Wilder- 
man, Windragel Ruiter, Schepper Boezak. I beg you will order 
three or four others in their place, to appear for the work as soon 
as possible. 

I am, &c. 
To Mr. Kitchingman. (Signed) J. G. Cuyxjkr. 



Tlte Missioiiary's Reply. 

Betkelsdorp, February I6th, 1821. 

Su:,-*Yours of the 15th I had the honour to receive last night, 
and was sorry to hear that your order had not been properly attended 
to. I did not know but that the men had all been gone, except Wind- 
ragel Ruiters, who complains of being ilL I take the liberty of 
sending three others, Kebil Janze, Hendrik Kloete, and Piet 
Manuel. 

I have, &c, 
To Colonel Cuyler. (Signed) J. Kitchimqman. 

The foUowing is another order for a certain number of men. 

Uiteniage^ March 23rd, 1821. 

Sir, — I beg you will be pleased to direct a sufficient number of 
men to commence, on Monday next, the 26th, to clear the roads 
between this place and Port Elizabeth, (to say, the upper road, 
passing Kok's place, and through Bethelsdorp, commencing at the 
Zwartikops-river-drifl, to Port Elizabeth,) of all the loose stones. 
I request that the stones may be cast sufficiently far from the road, 
so as they may not readily roll into it again ; and that you will 
have the goodness to acquaint me when completed. 

I have, &c. 
To Mr. Kitchingman. (Signed) J. G. Cuyler. 

P. S. Also that you will further be pleased to direct ten or 
twelve men to be held in readiness to aid the road-master, in the 
course of next week. The exact day, I shall hereafter inform you, 
to repair the under-road to the bay. 

The Missionary's Reply. 

Bethelsdorp, March 23rrf, 1821. 

Sir, — Yours of the 23rd instant was duly received, and I shall 
endeavour to collect a sufficient number of men against the time, 
and for the purposes mentioned ; but I conceive there will be great 
difficulty in doing this, as most of the people are from home with 
the professed design of earning money to pay their opgaaf. 

I have, &c. 
To Colcmd Cuykr* (Signed) J. KiTCHiNeftfAN* 

^nie foUowing was also sent by the Missionary. 

Bethelsdorp, March 26ih, 1821. 
Sir, — I beg leave to inform you, in answer to yoivs of the 23d 
insUnt, ihftt ek considerable number of men have been ordered to 
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clear the road of Btoned, from Zwar^ops rirer to Port Eliza3>eth. 
The other men, to assist the road-master, will, I hope, be ready 
a^inst the time appointed. 

I hare, &c. 
To Colonel Cuyler. (Stgned) J, rroHiiroMAit. 

With respect to the above letter, it is to be observed, that,Jn 
compliance with the order of 23d March, upwards of twenty indi- 
viduals worked for two days, without receiving either provisions or 
Say, and the same may be said of those ordered under date 26th 
[arch. 

The following was received from the Landdrost: 

UiUnhage, 21th March, 1821. 
Sir, — ^The road-master has appointed Monday the 2d April next, 
to commence on the roads ; and I beg your men (12) may johi him 
OB the morning of that day, at the Rev. Mol*fl erf, contiguous to 
the place, for the purpose of Irorking the road, at which they ¥rill 
be employed for the whole we A. 

I remain, &c. 
To Mr. Kitdungroan. (Signed) J. 0« Cuyler. 

The Missionary's Reply, 

Sir, — I forward the following men to assist the road-master» vi«. 
Elias Campher, Hendrik Boorman, Jan Sku{^[>ers, Jan Jpchem, 
Coenraad Janers, Hendrik Jakobs, Joannes Matros, Michel Dider- 
ick. I am sorry that this falls short of the number required. The 
opgaaf bang at hand, muiy of the people are from home» so that it 
is wjth difficulty we have procured the above number. 

I have, &c. 

To Col. Cuyler. (Signed) J. Kitchingman. 

The above requires an observation or two before further corre- 
spondence is entered upoh. The individuals whose names occur in 
the letter, were not only compelled to givfe their labour at a dis- 
tance from home,' but had no provision whatever found for them. 
They coiftinued at work three dayd, till, constrained to.relthqmsh it 
by the pressing calls of himger, they returned home. This circum- 
stance was communicated to the landdrost by the Missionary, who 
was informed that it was quite foreign to thelanddrost's intention ; 
and arose from his not being in the office at the time instructions 
were issued for the men. This fact is not mentioned to attach blame 
to any individual ; it was dearly an inadvertence; but to point out 
what sufferings may arise from the present system of commanding ; 
whilst willing to put the most candid construction on the landdrost's 
apology, yet we must observe, that no compensation in lien of the 
rations which should have been given» was made to the Hottentots; 
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It must ako be noticed, that the men commanded at any time to 
dear the roads in the immediate neighbourhood of Bethelsdorp« 
receive no provisions or remuneration whatever. 

The following letter was to remind the Missionary of a previous 
verbal order given by the landdrost : — 

Uitenhage, May lOth, 1821. 
Sir,— I have been for some days looking out for the men you 
were to send to repair the water-courses. I hope you did not for- 
get it ; we want ten able men as soon as possible. 

I am, &c. 

To Mr. Kitchingman. (Signed) J. G. Cuyler, 

Please to forward the inclosed to Capt. Evatt. 

Bdhel9dorp,Maynthiisil. 

Sir,—-Your order respecting those men to clean the water-courses* 
was not forgotten, but the difficulty of finding a sufficient number of 
men is at present great. Some are now ready, and I expect more 
at home to-day. Early in the morning I intend forwarding them to 
you. I have^ ^c. 

Ta Crf. Cuyler. (Signed) J. KrrcHiuoMAN. 

Another letter was sent to the landdrost on this order. 

SetheMorpy May lAtk, 1821. 

Sir,— Doubtless you haVe been anxiously expecting to see the 
men you commanded from this place ; they would have been for- 
warded on the 12th instant, but several of them, 'whdm we had 
called home, had not arrived ; therefore, I could not seiid th^m be- 
fore this mcnming ; . their names are Willem Exteen, Jan UJthadil- 
der, Claas Vigelabd, Malgas Louis, Boor Cornelius, Hendrik 
Boardman, Adam Claas, Kees Ruiters, and Hendrik Cloete. 
I have, &c 

To Col. Cuyler. (Signed) J. Kitchingman. 

We now submit to your Excellency's notice, copies of corre- 
spondence, to showthat the IJottentots At the Institution of Beth^s- 
dorp are called upon to perform services for the government, which 
are, from the manner in which this power is exercised by the land-^ 
drost, extremely oppressive. The precise nature of these services 
will be seen by the following letters :— 

. ' Uitenhage, 2Sth March, IH2Q, 

Sir, — I have to request, for the Field-comet Kok, for four leaders 
and two drivers, to aid the wc^ggons taking on government stores 
from the Bay to Graham's Town. These people will be required 
to be at the Bay to-morrow (Wednesday) evening. May I b^ the 
favour of your sending these required men ? . 

I am, &c. 

To Mr^ Backer. . (Signed) J. G. CuYi»Eft. 

VOL. II. 2 £ 
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In reply to this communication, the following letters were trans- 
mitted to the oflfice of the landdrost ; — 

Bethelsdorpf March^ 1820. 

Sir, — In reply to your's of the 28th inst. I have to state, if it 
be possible for me to procure four leaders and two drivers, they 
shall be forwarded to the Bay according to request ; but as our men 
are now all among the farmers, and the others employed with their 
waggons, it will be difficult to procure so many. May I beg. If 
consistent, to be excused the trouble of providing drivers and 
leaders, on account of the difficulty ? 

I have, &c. 

To CoL Cuyler. (Signed) G. Barker. 

Bdhdsdorp, March 29th, 1820. 
Sir,— I forward the following drivers and leaders, to aid the wag- 
gons to Graham's Town. 

Conraad Ruiters, driver. Hendrik Ruyters, leader. 

1 have, &c. 
To Capt. Evatt, Algoa Bay, (Signed) G. Barker. 

The following letter was atllt to the landdrost, in consequence, it 
would appear, of some previous communication, which is not to be 
found : — 

Belhelsdorp, I9th JprU, 1820. 
Sir, — I forward the following Hottentots to serve in the capacity 
of Caffer constables ; Jan Lundard, Jakob Abd. 

I have, &e. 
To Col. Cuyler. (Signed) G. Barker. 

The following was received from Col. Cuyler :-=- 

UUenhage, 1th Dec. 1820. 
Sir, — Mr. Hart requiring hands to get in the harvest at Somerset 
Farm, I beg of you to order ten or twelve of your people to proceed 
to Somerset without delay. Herewith a pass to fill in the names 
of those you send. 

I have, &c. 
To Mr. Barker. (Signed) J. G. Cvylbr. 

The Missionary's Reply. 

Bethelsdorp, llth Dec. 1820. 
Sir, — 1 have started this morning twelve Hottentots to Somerset, 
according to your request of the 7th inst. 

I have, &c. 
To </ol. Cuyler. (Signed) • G. Bahkjsr. 
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Thie names of the twelve individuals, who were sent in compliance 
with the above order, were as follows : — Karel Michels, Joannes 
Matroos, Kees Ruiters, Pieter Lusat, Kobus Jager, Philip Brill, 
Andries Bobzak, Cupido Andries, Jan Jochen, "Hendrik Boozak, 
Jan Dragonder, Jan Windragel. 

With reference to the case of these tnen, the following letter was 
sent to the landdrost,by the Rev. J. Kitchiiigman, who during their 
absence hdd taken charge of the institution, in place of the Rfev. 
G. BaAer:— 

Bethelsdorp, 29tk Feb. 1821, 
Sir, — I understand that, in the month of December last, twelve 
mwi were commanded to Somerset to cut com. As their families 
here are in great distress, I beg leave to ask whether they may 
not be permitted to return to provide for them. 
I have, &c. 
To Col. Cuyler. (Signed) J. Kitchingman, 

The Landdrost's Reply. 

Uitenhagey March \str l82l. 
Sir, — ^Your letter dated 29th Feb., I suppose meant 1st March, 
I have just received. I shall send your application to Mr. Hart at 
Somerset, and doubt not but he will discharge the men. 

I am, &c. 
To Mr. Kitchingman. (Signed) J. G. Cuyler. 

Before transcribing any more correspondence, it is requisite to 
add a few remarks on the cases of the individuals last commanded. 
The time th6y were absent, as appears from the above letters, was 
from the 11th December, till at least the middle of March in the 
following year. The distance from Bethelsdorp to Somerset, is about 
four or five days journey. This case affords strong proof of the 
hardships these Hottentots are exposed to, by the manner alone in 
which they are commanded. Another observation may also be 
made upon the fact in question. If the absence of twelve persons 
from their families, for three months, is productive of great distress, 
at a time of the year when the fruits of the earth are most abun- 
dant, what estimate must be formed of the hardships endured by 
those families, whose chief supporters are absent, four, or even six 
months, at less favourable seasons ? 

But to continue, the following was received from the landdrost: — 

Uitenhage, Sth Feb. 1821. 

Sir, — I beg of you to be so good as to order an active young Hot- 
tentot, as post-rider for the government post, held by Seven Stenen, 
residing at Little Winter Hoek ; but let the post-rider call here, 

2 £ 2 



490 APPENPIX*— XK 

when he shall receive finrther iastafaelioils ; he will receive a fair 
price as wagtts from Seven Stenen. [Herren ?] 

I am, &c. 
To Mr. Barker. (Signed) J, G, Cuyler,^ 

To the above the following reply was made ; — 

BdheUdorp, ISth Feb. 1821. 
(Bir,'^The bearer, Vdeiiityn Michael, I havtd designed fi^ post* 
rider, as per order of the 8th inst. 

I have, &c. 
Ta Col. Cuyler. (Signed) G. Barker. 

The following demand was also made : — 

Uitenkage, lOth Jlf^j/, 1B21, ' 
Sir, — I request you will be pleased to furnish Mr. P. Mare, jua 
with an active Hottentot, to carry the pfost to Quachas Flats. 

I have, &c. 
To Mr. Kitchingman. (Signed) J. G. Cuyler. 

Agjain, 

Uitenhage, Sd June, 1821. 

Sir, — I beg of you to aid the bearer, Mr. P. Mare, who ha»the 
post at Quachas Flat, with one, and, if poBsible, two H6tteutot 
boys, to ride post. 

I have, &C. 

2% Mn Kitchingman* (Signed) J. G. Cuyler. 

The Missionary's Reply » 

Bdhdsdorp, 9th June, 1821t' 
Sir, — ^Your first letter, requesting ii boy to ride the post at 
Quadias Flat, I received, and have sjinred no pains to procure a 
Kill table Ili>Uentot, but as yet have been iinsuccessfub Here are 
no such boys at home, except two, who assist in keeping- .school ; 
perhaps ones or more may be coining, which mig^ht be commanded 
for til at purpose, , 

I have, Sc. ' ' 

To Col. Cuyler. (Signed) J. KitchingmaI^.. 

Another letter from the Missionary :^— i - 

, BetMsdorp, lith JiiTie, Ji^2i^ 

, Sir» — ^With ihi* I fprw^rd the bearer Piet Wlllema, as .postrjri^er, 
for Qvip^chas^lot,, being. the only boy found suitable' for. such i an 
qmpjfxyjgokwt* , ..^ , .. . 

••.,,-,// .,'1 , ' I have,.&p. , . ./ ., ,,,..•,; ..... 
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The Landdrost's Reply. 

Uitenhage, lAthJwne^ 1831, ^ 
Sir, — I received your letter of the 9th June, whereiq you inform 
me that you cannot furnish a post-rider for Quachas Flats. / bnce 
more have to request of you to Rend a hoy to me for that purjfose^ 
with as little delay as may be, 

I have, &c. 
To Mr. Kitchingman* (Signed) J. G, CuyiiBr. 

The Missionary's Answer. 

Bethehdorp, \4th June, 1821. 
Sir, — I received your letter of the 14th June, in answer to which, 
I have to state that I forwarded a boy, this morning, Piet Willfems, 
for the purpose requested in your letter. By this time he must be 
at Uitenhage. 

I have, &c. '- 

To Col. Cuyler. (Signed) J. Kitchingman. 

The case of the person whose name occurs in the above corre- 
spondence, affords a striking instance of the injustice done tO'indi- 
viduals und^r the system of commanding, not, it is evident, inten- 
tibnaliy on the patt of government ; but as the Missioilary is eom- 

' pelled lb act under the landdrost's orders, these evils have arisen, 
and will continue to arise, from the exercise of the power at present 
vested in the landdrost of Uitenhage. The correspondence shows, 
that the Missionary in charge of the institution iiad ntiUchldiffibulty 
in procuring a person in compliance witli the landdrost's orders. 
Tile Missionary found this Hottentot under an engagement to one 

R , a Malay inhabitant of Port Elizabeth, for eight rds. a 

month ; part of these wages was giv<?n tp bis fostei'-parents, he 
beiiAg of Cuffer extraction, and never having know ii his own parents, 

\ It was ;?.1ko pari of the ugreement, that he should be instructed in 

'the art of fi^iUing^ and curing iish, R 's occupation. 

j' In cansequei)cc, however, of the knddrosl's order, through the 
Missionary, Willem was obliged to forcj^o all these advantages, and 
become post-rider. Thus was the Missionary obliged to be an 
agent in frustrating the hopes of a young man, who was setting out 
in liife ' with every expectation of success. The Missionary under 
whose charge these poor Hottentots jd^ce themselves, is considered 
by them as a protecting father ; yet he is forced, under the present 
system, to ilisobey the authority of the magistrate, or to oppress 
thofee whom he accounts his chitdreti'. It may^ be well to adtf,'that 

1 "thisitidlvidual^ ttfter being a post-rider aboutfive knonths, ran^away, 
came to the institution on the 19th November, and re^i;^sted his' 
expulsion, from the Missiotifeiry, wefl knowing, that if he was not a 
BH^^b^i^bf th^ Bfethelsdorp feraily, he would uct' be HabW to'such 
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hardships. This request was refiised, because, had he been expelled 
and relieved from employmeDt as post-rider, the iostitntioB amst 
hare found another to supply his place. 

In July, the landdrost sent the following order : — 

Uitenhage, Sl9t July, J 831 . 
Sir,^I request you to be so good as to direct fotur men from your 
institution, to proceed here as soon a« possible for public work, 
reporting th^ir arrival at my office. 

I have, &c. 
To Mr. Kitchingman. (Signed) J. G. Cutlsb. 

The Missionary's Reply* 

Sir, — ^Yours of to-day, respecting four men for public work, will 
be attended to as early as possible. 

I have, &c. 
To Col. Cuyler. (Signed) J. Kitchingman. 

Accordingly, on the first August, four individuals were sent, as 
appears by the following letter:— 

Beihelsdorp. 1st August, 1891. 
Sir, — Agreeably to your request of yesterday, I forward four 
men for public work : their names are Booy Plaatjes, Geert Weezer, 
apd Amoed Prins. 

I have, &c. 
To Colonel Cuyler, (Signed) J. Kitchingman. 

The following is from the Rev. J. Kitchingman : — 

Bethelsdorp, 2bth August, 1821. 
Sir, — ^The bearer, Piet Ruyters, who was commanded, a long 
time ago, as post-rider, passing this place in pursuit of Mr. O'Do- 
nald's oxen, has called, wishing me to request you to release him 
from this service ; especially as he conceives that the work In which 
he is generally employed is more of a private than a public nature. 

I have, &c. 
To Colonel Cuyler. (Signed) J. Kitchingman. 

The Landdrost's Reply. 

UUenhage, 21th August, 1821. 
Sir, — In reply to your letter of the 25th, there can be no objection 
to the post' rider, Piet Ruyters, being relieved ; and, as soon as you 
will replace him by another, I shsdl direct his being dischsorged 
accordingly. 

I have, &C. 
To Mr. Kitchingman. (Signed) J. G. Cuylbr. 
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Bdheladorp, lOth Odoher, 1821. 
Sir,— The parents of the following post-riders, viz. Jan Hans, 
Piet Ruyters, and M. Plaatjes, being old, infirm, and indigent, 
have frequently applied to me to request you to permit them lo 
return to me. But as, from a former letter, it appears that they 
cannot be discharged without others being sent to supply their 
places, I have with the greatest difficulty, there being no other 
alternative, procured the following boys to serve in their stead, viz. 
Thys Boardman, Magerman Kettledoes, and Africander Pieters. 
As those boys have been accustomed to earn something for their 
parents, they request to know what wages they will receive per 
month, and if it would be convenient to pay them monthly, tiiat 
their parents may hav^ the privilege of receiving at least a part of 
their money. I humbly request you will answer me on this subject. 

I have, &c. 
To Colonel Cuyler. (Signed) J. Kitohingman. 

The Landdrost's Answer. 

Uitenhage, llth OckAery 1821. 
Sir, — ^The three post-boys have arrived, and will receive each 
tiiree rix-dollars per month [4*. 6d. sterling] ; the old ones are or- 
dered to return to your institution. I have, &c. 

To Mr. Kitchingman. (Signed) J. G. Cuyler. 

A letter showing that a Hottentot, taken from the Bethelsdorp 
institution under the pretext of his becoming a post^der, was em- 
ployed to drive the waggon of a private individual. 

Bethdsdorp, 2Ut November, 1821. 
S^t — I embrace the earliest opportunity of informing you of an 
accident which has happened to Thys Boardman, whom I for- 
warded to you as post-rider on the lOih October last. I have just 
seen him ; he informs me he was sent to Graham's Town by Mr. 
O'Donnel, the under-sheriff, as a waggon-driver to Mr. O'Donnel's 
waggop. Yesterday, on his way from Port Elizabeth with a load, 
in the road passing Cradock's Town he had occasion to jump from 
the waggon, wb^^i his kaross caught fast to the waggon, and he 
fell under the wheels. It appears from his own statement, and 
from the appearance of his wounds, which I have seen, that the 
wheel or wheels ran over both his feet, one of which is severely 
bruised, so much so that, apparently, he will not be able to walk for 
a long time. He went with the waggon, in this state, to the bay, 
where the load was discharged. The waggon having to pass this 
place, this morning on its return to Uitenhage, he, being full of 
pain, and unable to drive, requested Boosman, the leader, to leave 
him here to the care of bis friends. 

I have, &c. 
To Colonel Cuyler. (Signed) J. Kitchingman, 
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We inoy.'a^n remmrk, Unt no asswer wis received fromite 
IwMklrost to the above letter, no coramiaeration tib/onrn^ nor hws the 

boy received the pay due to hinu 

Uitenhage, ^Uh Sidy, 1820, 
Sir, — t liave to request that you will be pleased to order a driver 
and leader, from the Hottentots belonging to your institution, tp 
proceed to Port Elizabeth, there to report themselves to Captain 
Evatt, to work with a team of oxen on government work till further 
orders ; of course they will be paid. 

I have, &c. 
To Mr. Barker. (Signed) J. G. Cuyler, 

Another Letter from the Landdrost. Dec. 7, 1820. 

Sir, — Be so good as to order four or five waggons to proceed 
to the bay^ to transport goods from the landing. Pray desire the> 
people not to quit without Captain Evatt's knoi^edge. 

i have, Ac. 
To Mr. Barker. (Signed) J. G. CtnnLER. 

Uitenhage, 20tk Deom^er, 18^0. 
Sir, — Having sent to have a prisoner apprehended at Port Eli- 
jEBihetk, 1 beg^ ^ yott to fiirme^ ^e bearer with a couple <»f active 
Hottentots, to aid him in bringing Uie prisoner. 

I am, &c. 
r9.]\Ir« Barker. (Signed) J. G. Cuvxb^ 

Uitenhage,30ihAjmKlS2l. 
9ir, — Captain Evatt being in want of three waggons to convey the 
government stores now landing to the stores at Port Elizabeth, may 
I beg of you to order that number fVom amongst your people to 
proceed to the bay, and report themselves to Captain Evatt, as fiust 
»s possible? 

I have, &c. 
To Mr. Kitchingman. (Signed) J. G. CuYLEit, 

To the above an answer was returned the same day. , . 

Btthdadorp, 30th Jptit, IS21. 
Sir,— Yours of the 80lh has just come to hand, and I shall eri- 
ieavo^r to pEQcure three waggons, and liend them to Port Eli^a- 
h^ withgiut delay* 

t ' I am, &c. 

To Colonel Cuyler. (Signed) J. KiTCBiN!dMiWJ 

E(]^ving» m the former sheets of this statement, laid beft)re your 
ExjC^Ue?ipy all the infwmation it w&s considered requisite to .bdduee 
on one of the points which came under the observation of his Ex-r 
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MHenoythe late actsng governor, in d^ course of hid Exodlerf^y's 
ioqiHry, it now bebomes necessary to notice another sulijeict vrhlch 
came under his Excellency's cognizance, vi2* 

That power exercised by the landdrost of Uitenhage, not pos- 
sessed, it is believed, at all events not exercised* by any o^her land- 
drost, with respect to similar institutions, of refusing permission to 
Hottentots who may have complied with the terms of the procla- 
mation of 1st November, 1809, to join the institution at Bethelsdorp* 

To afford all the information at present obtained on this subject, 
it will be well to notice the origin of the power complained 
of, which, it wijl be seen, was an assumption on the . part- of \ihe 
landdrost himself. The first communication is a letter from the 
lanudrost, in .1812, to the missionary then at the bead of' the insti- 
tution. 

Uitenh(igeyMJuly[,lSl2. . 

Sir, — Should either of the Hottentots nsmed in the passes w^isb 
the Field-comet Ferreira shall show proceed to you, or be at your 
ins^tutioAi I desire tiiey may be directed to serve out their ticte. 

I am, &c. 
To Mr* J. Read. (Signed) J. G. Cuyler. 

The following is a copy of one of the papers then produced in Dutch. 

TrandaUon. 
This is to show that the following bastard Hottentots, femaleSf 
were, upon the' order of the landdrost of that time, enr^gistcred, 
1805, July 3d — viz. Grief, five years old> child of slave Esau» and 
Katare, Hottentot women, both till the age of eighteen years. . 

(Signed) P. J, Kemp, sen. 

Uitenhage, 3d July^ 1812. (Signed) J. Knobjs;*. 

The following was forwarded by the missionary in reiply to the 
communication of Major Cuyier, landdrost, respecting the above 
named girls. <^i • ' * 

Bethelsdorp, 3d July, 181^» 

Sir, — The two girts you desired me to direct to serve their time, 
if at the itistitution, are here, and I find it my duty to advise them 
to proceed to you previous ta t}ieir g^ng back to ih€ir former 
niastprs* Agreeably ta Mr. KnobeVs declaration, or rathw P. J. 
Kemp, sen., and H. Moleman's, Grief must be now twe^e years 
old, and Anna eleven.. There Requires not much knowledge of 
physiognomy to p^ceive that there must be somewhefre a ^eat 
mistake. If they were not more than eighteen years of age, they 
Qflimot ' be much less. Anna, it seems, was brought up at G^na- 
deiidal, and has onlr bteen at Mr. M^^iBmati^s sit 6r seven yedrs^; 
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knows nothinff of being enregigtered* and, as she says, ^e has nevef 
got any wages. Anna says she was given over to H. Wessel when 
her treatment was insupportable ; but that she would not have so 
much objected to serve her old mistress, who on any account seons 
io have any right lo her. 

I am, &e. 
To Major Cuyler. (Signed) J. Read. 

On receipt of the above, and on examination of the women, 
whereby it became evident that a great imposition had been at- 
tempted, the following was addressed to the missioaary in diarge 
of the institution* 

Uitenhage^ bth July^ 1812. 

Sir, — ^To prevent impositions, disputes, and troubles, I request 
that you do not receive any Hottentots of whatever description, at 
your institution (those already enregistered excepted) without their 
having been with me, and obtaining a permission for that purpose. 

I have, &o. 
To Mr. Read. (Signed) J. G. CuYLua. 

Here it may be observed that the institution, and a considerable 
portion of the Hottentot nation, were at once, upon the mere ipse 
dixit of a subordinate officer, deprived of a most important right, 
which IS exercised to this day by all similar institutions, with two ex- 
ceptions, namely Theopolis and a station of the United Brethren at 
Enon, on the Witte river, and under the jurisdiction of the same 
landdrost. And this deprivation of right arose not from any im- 
proper conduct on the part of the conductors of the institution, but 
appears rather to have been the consequenee of a proper in^r- 
ference by the head of the institution in a case of imposition and in- 
justice towards two females, then resident at Bethelsdorp, which in- 
terference the head of that institution could not, consistently with a 
correct discharge of his duty, have declined. 

The Misssionary's Answer to the Landdrost Cuyler. 

Bdheisdorp^7tkJuly, 1S12. 

Sir, — Yours of the 5th was duly received, and agreeable to ray 
instructions from the governor, I shall think it my duty to obey your 
orders. But as I conceive this order to be an iniringement upon 
the rights of the insUtution, I hope you will not take it amiss that 
I lay the case before his Excellency, and beg his decision on the 
subject. 
To Major Cuyler. (Signed) J. Read. 
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The Magistrate's Reply. 

Uitenhage, 9th Jw/y, 1812. 

Sir, — I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 7th instant, and shall feel particularly happy at your laying 
my letter to you of the 5th before his Excellency the Governor, for 
his- decision. 

I am, &c. 
To Mr. Read. (Signed) J. G. Cuyler. 

In consequence, the Rev. J. Read immediately dispatcbed to 
his Excellency Sir John Cradock, the then governor of the co- 
lony, the letter dated 7th July, 1812. 

[For the letter here referred to, see vol. i. p. 350.] 

To this communication it is now uncertain whether the Mis- 
sionary had the honour to receive a reply. But it was made known 
to him at Cape Town, in the year 1813, that the power the Land- 
drost had assumed had received the sanction of government. That 
this power has continued to be exercised, it may be well to show ; 
and for this purpose the following copies of documents are subjoined. 
An application was made to the Landdrost by the Missionary, on 
behalf of a Hottentot named Magerman, as follows : — 

Bethelsdorp, Feb. 2lst, 1821. 

Sir, — ^The bearer of this, most humbly requests permission to join 
this institution, and I hope you will grant liis request, 

I have, &c. 
To Colonel Cuyler. (Signed) J. Kitchinoman. 

The Hottentot returned with the following, written on the blank 
side of his pass :— 

Sir, — ^This Hottentot, named in the within pass, must find a 
master within three days, with whom he must come to the Land- 
drost to hire. 

Feb. 2l8t, 1821. (Signed) J. G. Cuylek. 

This Hottentot had his discharge with him, stating that he had 
honestly and faithfidly served in the Cape regiment, from the 8th 
July, 1807, to the 24th September, 1817 ; and that his services 
being no longer required, he was honourably discharged. 

The following was received from the Landdrost in rqply to a 
similar request for permission for a Hottentot to join th^ iiistitutiop. 
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Sir, — In reply to. your letter of the 22d inst., I beg to refer you 
to a letter I wrote to Mr. Barker on the 7th November, 132Q, 
respecting granting passes to Hottentots to join your institution. 

I have, &c. 
To Mr. Kilchingman. (Signed) J. G. C0YLEIC. 

The correspondence preceding the communication referred to by 
the Landdrost in his letter to the Rev. J. Kitchingman, shall now 
be inserted ; wliich shows a further reason given for refusing to 
permit persons to join the institution ; wherein it wquki appear 
that this reason alleged, a]^ied in the manner the correspondeace 
seems to convey, is altogether invalid, and will, perhaps, be con- 
sidered by your Excellency as affording an additional argeUmettt USt 
the necessity of unrestrained freedom being granted to all Hot- 
tentots to eot^r ^heinstitution>^ if legally admii^ble. 

Uitenkage^ OcL 12th, 1890. 

Dear Sir, — You will do me a great favour if yoii can procure 
rfx or eight able men of your institution, to work for me two or 
three weeks, at my farm Dornkraal. I will pay them the same as 
those working at the government works here [two skillings, or four- 
halQ)enny sterling, per day.] I could wish them as soon as possible. 

I remain, &c. 
To Mr. Barker. (Signed) J. G. Cuyler. 

Copy of another letter from the Landdrost ; — 

Uitenhage, Oct. 19 thy 1820. 

Sir, — ^Two Hottentots appeared here this morning with your 
tiekets, dated the 10th inst, Boatsman Cupido and Ciobus links, 
ho hire to William Botha; the latter not answering to the name, I 
Latfe returned him to you to g«t the tickets altered. I inquired of 
these :twQ Hotlei^ots^- whether you had not asked them to hire 
with me, when they both answered you had not. I am vm^ in 
want of a few men, and ofier to pay more wagea than ilie&e people 
hire for; I mn&t, therefore, once more repeat my request in thle 
same way I did before,- with which I remain, &Cb 

To Mr. Barker. (Signed) J. G. CrViirR. 

The follpwipg was sent to the Landdrost : — , . . 

,.,.,;. BHMsdorj>,]Srov,, 6th^lB20./ 

<|ir^Tbe foeaircr of this^ Goliah Brandery hiu applimijto^me jfbr 



pem^is^on lo- beoome a resident at this institution* I beg leave to 

submit, this t9 yoHr consideration. 

* _ I have, ^c, 

7^0 Cplonel Cuyler. (Signed) G. Barker. 

It was the. tnswer to this fq>plication of the Rev. Mr. B^vker^tha^ 
Mr. ELitchingman was referred to ; and it is here subjoined. 

Uitenhage^ Nov. Itfi^ 1820. . 

Sir,-**You must excnse my giving any more Hotttotots; per i 
missitm to join your instkution before I find those you han^ already 
ean.be made more useful to the commiimty. 

I am, &;c. 
To Mn Barker. (Signed) J. G. Citvlbh; 

From these documents it will appear, ^at tlie pow^rtcv jireVent 
Hottentots joining the institution still continues in exercise by the 
Landdrost of the district of Uitenhage ; and the facts already ad- 
duced demonstrate Uiat it has been .ei^ercised in au arbitrary man- 
ner. These facts are most respectfully submitted to the particular 
consideration of your Excellency. Since it is in the power of 
tjie Landdrost thus to separate the nearest relatives, yo;ar Exr 
cellency's interference is humbly solicited by those members of 
the institution who have relatives wishing to join them, as well as 
by other nativesi of that district, desirous of belonging to the^ insti- 
tution, and legally qualiBed under the fourth article of the procla- 
mation of Lord Caledon, of the 1st November, 1809, *' Thjit a 
Hottentot, at the expiration of the last day of his contract, is at 
liberty to leave his master, with his wife, &c., and that he may 
either enter into the service of another master, or act in any manner 
the laws of the colony admit of." 

In- requesting your Excellency's attention to the subject of passes, 
we beg to observe that the manner in which the power is exercised 
by the Landdrost, of obliging the missionary to provide: the Hot- 
tentots at the institution of Bethelsdorp with passes, is ppoduetlve 
of great inconvenience. That individuals, women as well as men, 
whose places of rei^dence are well known, should, in cvrder to be at 
liberty to proceed in opwi day to the principal market in the districi, 
be required to furnish themselves witli passes^ and tb«i ti^ait for the 
counter signature of a Field-cornet or district-constable, beforf^th^ 
can expend their scanty earning for a supply of their daily wants, 
is certainly a great hardship. The object of government with 
respect to passes has, it would rtppear from the preamble to the 
proclamation of the 1st November, 1809, long been fully obtained, 
at least so far as it regards the inhabitants of Bethelsdorp ; for 
ifiieiri abodes. are^ of course, filed; therefore, why.fibioyici this^pre- 
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cautionary measure continue to inconvenience them, when all the 
free inhabitants are exempted ? when it can be provecl, to the credit 
and respectability of the Bethelsdorp institution, by referriag' to the 
records of the criminal court in the district of IJitenhage, that but 
ofte of the members of this institution has, at any time, been brought 
before the court of circuit, though in numbers they amount to one 
third of the population of the disUHct. The extent of this grievance 
may be better known when it is stated, that the time now occupied 
by. the Missionary in writhig passes is oflen two hours in a day, and 
sometimes more ; and this, added to the inconvenience suffered by 
the Hottentots, plainly evinces that this part of the statement is of 
no small importance. 

From a consideration of this subject, it is hoped ^at your Excel- 
lency may see fit to grant the following relaxation in the present 
law and practice, viz. — 

. That it shall not be obligatory on the inhabitants of Bethelsdorp, 
engaged either in driving or loading waggons, to provide themselves 
with passes, when the owner's names are on the waggons. 

And further, that they shall be at liberty to proceed to any place 
within the district of Uitenhage, like the other inhalntants, without 
passes, provided they are not absent from the institutioh more than 
one calendar month. 

If, however, the total abolition of passes does not meet the 
approbation of your Excellency, it is requested that the Missionary 
be allowed to use printed forms, that he may be no longer exposed 
to the continual interruption and loss of time to which he is now 
subjected. 

Before we close this article, we beg leave to call your Excellency's 
attention to another cause of complaint, viz. the corporal chastisement 
inflicted upon the Hottentots by their masters in the district of Uiten- 
hage. As it respects corporal chastisement, so long as a distinction 
is made in the condition of the Hottentots, compared with other free 
labourers, they are deprived by it of character and the rights of freer 
men, for this is what no other class of the community of the colony 
are subjected to, excepting the slaves. There are now residing at 
the Drostdy of Uitenhage and Port Elizabeth, both places within a 
few miles of Bethelsdorp, several families of Mahomedans, who 
were formerly slaves, but have obtained their freedom, and these 
individuals, having entered into service, are not subject to the like 
degradation with the Hottentots of Bethelsdorp, who are, for the 
most part, baptized Christians. This is mentioned as a distinction, 
which it is believed exists in the colonial law, respecting baptized 
and unbaptized persons ; and it would appear an anomaly in a 
British and Christian government, that the Mahomedans should 
possess greater privileges than the Christian subjects. To establish 
the fact of the personal punishment of the Hottentots, the following 
document, and some remarks connected with it, Are submitted fot 
your Excellency's perusal. 
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Uitenhaget November S, 1 82 1 . 
My dear Sir, — ^At your request I have examined the two Hotten- 
tots» Jan Geawint and Andries Schieman. They have been flogged 
on the naked breech, a&d the instrument by which the punishment 
has been inflicted, has cut through the cutis vera iif both ; on Jan 
Geawint, in about four places, and on the other in about a donen 
places. On one, the punishment was inflicted 28th October, on 
the <)ther, on the following day ; and it is my opinion that three or 
four dayd must elapse before they can recover. 

(iSighed) T. AxitfiRgTOi^E, 
To ike Rev. John Phillip, D. D. Surgeon; 

Both the above-named Hottentots were members of the institu- 
tion, and whether, as it regards the instruments with which they 
were punished or the numbe? of stripes given, this chastisement may 
be correctly termed severe. The person in whose Service thes6 
Hottentots were employed, was a Mr. Van Buuren, of Cradock's 
Towrt, about sixteen miles from the Drostdy of XJitehhage, and 
about four from Bethelsdorp. 

The instance now adduced took place whilst Dr. Philip was at 
the institution, and at his desire a professional opinion was db- 
tained. If these natives of South Africa are thus oppressed and 
deprived of their personal security in the neighbourhood of the 
Drostdy, «nd under the eye of the missionary, what may we sup- 
pose is the condition of those who ate placed in more unfavourable . 
eircumstances ? Under date the lilt February, 1822, the follow*- 
ing letter was received by the missionary, J, Kitchingman, of 
Bethelsdorp. 

Uitenhage, February 1, 1822. 

Sir,^I have to call upon you to supply three able-bodied men, 
either Hottentots or Bastards, as your quota, to complete the Cape 
corps :-T-beg that you send me six of the above description over 
here on Monday the 4th February next, from which number I shall 
Select the three required to join the corps. 

I am, &c. 
To the Rev. J. Kitchingman, (Signed) J. G. CuvLEit 

Bethelsdorp. 

The following Reply was returned. 

Bethelsdorp^ February 1, 1822. 
Sir, — I have had the honour to receive your communication o^ 
to-day, requiring three men to serve in the Cape Corps. I beg to 
reinind yoti that the last quota of men, for the Cape regiment, was 
twenty ; that twenty-four were forwarded, and after that, two mord ; 
thus there were six too many. May I, Uierefore, humbly request that, 
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on that account, the institution may be exempted from Airmshing 
the present quota at this time. 

I remain, &c. 

(Signed) J. Kitcuinquan, 
TV Colonel Cuyler, tfc. 

The following letter was received in answer to the above. 

XJitenhage^ Felyruary 2, 1822. 

Sir, — In reply to your letter of yesterday on the subject of tke 
recruits required for the Cape corps, I have to beg your compliance . 
with my former letter — to send six over here .on Monday next tot 
my selection. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) J. G. Cuylea* 
To Rev. J. Kitchingman, Bethebdorp. 

Under date, February 5, the following letter was sent to the 
Landdrost. 

Bethelsdorp^ February 5, 1B22. 

Sir, — ^Youro of the second instant, I had the honiMir to receive $ 
in compliance with whidi and your former order, ^e fi^wing six 
persons are forwarded, out of which the three required may be 
selected :— Jan Rait, W. Rofier, W. L. Body, Hermfllrae Rd^t, 
Jan Jochem, Platje Stoffles. You will excuse their not being fer-^ 
warded yesterday, as I found it impossible to collect them belbre 
this morning. 

I have, &c. 
To Colonel Cuyler. (Sig^ned) J. KiTCHiNaMAN. 

The following letter was also received fr<Hn the Landdrosi, iv^tor 
date February 5, 1822. 

Uitenhage, Feb. 5, 1822. 

Sir, — Not having heard from you in reply to my letter of the 1st 
and 2nd present month, requiring you to send six able-bodied young 
Hottentots or bastards to me here on yesterday, from which I am i6 
select three as soldiers to the Cape regiment, and as I am waiting 
to forward these men to join the regiment at Graham's Town, I 
have to call upon you to inform me of the cause of this delay. 

I remain, &c. 

(Signed) J. G. Cuvler. 
To Mr. Kitchingman, BetheUdorp, 

The six men referred to having been sent before the above came 
to hand, no reply was made. Under date, February 6, the following 
letter was received from the Landdrost. 
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Uitenhagey February 6, 1822. 

Sir, — ^I have selected from the batch of recruits you sent me, 
Platje Stoffle, Jan Krait, and Jan Jochem, to join the Cape regt-^ 
ment; the rest are directed to return to you. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. G. Cuyler. 
To tie Rev. J. Kitchingmaii, Bethdsdorp, 

In conclusion, we beg leave to state to your Excellency, that the 
number of persons from the Institution, commanded during the years 
1820 and 1821, has been upwards of 120. Many of these individuals, 
it has been noticed, have not received any, and the remainder but a 
very insufficient remuneration. In the year 1*8 19, seventy individuals 
were called away from the Institution for upwards of seven months 
for warfare, and received no compensation whatever. And from 
the last party, thirty men were detained by order of the Landdrost 
attJitenhage, and there required to work by day and keep watch in 
the night. Yet, under this severe duty, they only received rations 
sufficient for themselves, their families, in the mean time, being left 
destitute of any means of support ; and no pecuniary reward whatever 
was made them, though their labours must have been of consider- 
able vahie. In stating this -fact, it is considered unnecessary to 
adduce proof, because that the circumstance will be found in the 
proceedings of the Court of Circuit, in the charges of Mr. Huntley, 
merdbant of Uitenhage, against the Landdrost of that district ; as 
well as in the proceedings, if they are preserved on record, in a case 
wherein the Rev. G. Mol, minister of the district of Uitenhage, 
exhibited charges against the same magistrate. Several men were 
also commanded in 1819, as drivers and leaders of waggons, pro- 
cec^Dg into Caffier land, and were there employed some time without 
any compensation ; and able-bodied young men to the number of 
eighty-nine (froni 1812 to 1819) have been drafted from the Institu- 
tion for the Hottentot regiment. 

It will not now be necessary to demonstrate further the truth of 
the assertion, that much of that discredit which is attached by many 
persons in a superficial view to the conductors and members of 
Bethelsdorp, on account of its apparent poverty and meanness, and 
whence, perhaps, occasion may be taken to represent it as unworthy 
of the support of government, is attributable, not to the want of 
industry in the meuibers, nor to defects in the several heads of the 
Bethelsdorp Institution, but to the grievances here enumerated. 
And, further, to establish the claim of this oppressed people to the 
redress now re^ectfully solicited from your Excellency, we can 
assert, that not a single fact can be produced to prove, that the . 
Hottentots of Bethelsdorp have not, at all times, conducted them- 
selves towards Government, either in its head or subordinate 
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officers, with deference and submission ; and the same may be said 
of those ministers who have been, at difierent times, placed at* the 
head of ihat Institution. 

We have the hoaour to be, ke. &e. 

(Signed) John Philif. 

James Kitchivoman. 

[N. B. The whole of the preceding correspondence was submitted to His M^esty*s 
Commissioners of Inquiry, and after having been carefvlly coUated with the onginus, 
was acknowledged by them to be correct.] 

Queries submitted to the Colonial Oofi>ernmenif along with the 
^ preceding Correspondence. 

It having been deemed expedient that several queries should be 
drawn up, in order to eluciciUkte, in the most complete manner, the 
subject matter of the statement of grievances preferred by the Hot- 
tentots of the Institution of Bethelsdorp, the following questions 
are now submitted as those which are considered sufficient to effect 
this purpose. 

1st. How many of the inhabitants of the village of Uitenhage, 
whether English, Dutch, or free blacks, have been called upon by 
the Landdrost in the years 1820 and 1821, to furnish a quota of 
labour : First, for the making and repairing of the water-sluices ? 
Secondly, for the making and repairing of the bridges and roads 
iUf and immediately about, the village of Uitenhage ? 

2. Upon what principle,' and for what reason is it that 
the inhabitants of the village of Bethelsdorp have been required by 
the Landdrost, in the years 1820 and 1821, to work at the water- 
sluices, and to repair the bridges and the roads in the village of Uiten- 
hage, such works manifestly tending, mainlv and almost solely, to 
the advantage of the inhabitants of the said village ?* 

3. How many of the inhabitants of the village of Port 
Elizabeth, at Algoa Bay, have been required by the Landdrost to 
ilirnish, in the years 1820 and 1821, a quota of labour for the repair 
of the roads in that village? 

4. Upon what principle, and for what reason is it that the 
inhabitants of the village of Bethelsdorp have been required by 
the Landdrost, during the years 1820 and 1821, to repair the roads 
in the village of Port £Uzabeth?t 

* See letters from Landdrost, dated Feb. I2th, 1820, (p. 406,) Aug. 8th, 1820, 
(p. 409,) Dec. 4th, 1820, (p. 41 1,) Feb. 6th, and 15th, 1821, (p. 414,) March a/tb, 
undMay lOtb, 1821, (pp. 416-17.) 

t See letters; dated June 26th; 1820, <p. 407;) August 24th; im% (p. 413.) 
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5. What has been the quantity of labour furnii^ed in the years 
1820 and 1821 for the repairs of the road, by tlie persons 
whose farms, equally with the lands of Bethelsdorp, adjoin the 
high road leading firom Uitenhage to Algoa Bay? 

6. What proportion does that quantity bear to the quantity fur* 
nished by the inhabitants of Bethelsdorp \* and upon what grounds 
is it, that the Landdrost requires the people of Bethelsdorp to 
work on roads at a distance from their lands, receiving no remune- 
ration? t 

7. Upon what principle and for what reason is it, that the 
labouring inhabitants of the village of Bethelsdorp are not left free 
to find a market themselves for their labours ; but are obliged to 
enter into the service of individuals under the order of the Land- 
drost, as in the case of drivers and leaders ordered, and (as in a late 
instance) of men provided for General Campbell ? % 

8. Upon what principle, and upon what grounds is it, that the 
landdrost has assumed the authority of dealing with the inhabitants 
of Bethelsdorp in a manner difierent from that in which the other 
inhabitants of the district (slaves excepted) are treated ; as in the 
instance of obliging some to become post-riders, whether they will 
or no, others to be CajQfer constables, &c. ? § 

9. Upon what principle is it that the landdrost compels the ser- 
vices of the Hottentots at Bethelsdorp ; pays them at a stipulated 
rate, fixed by himself; makes no provision for their families ; ap- 
points no limited time of service ; fixes no period for their payment? 
— and why is it that he obliges them to labour at what he calls go- 
vernment work, for two skillings (four-pence halfpenny) per day, 
a price fixed when provisions were not one-fifth of the price they 
now are^when they can earn four or five times, and, in some cases, 
ten times that sum, when allowed to find work for themselves? |J 

10. What objections are there to the discontinuance of these ex- 
actions for any services, except in cases of a call of men for the 
Cape regiment; in cases of warfare ; and, in a due proportion with 
the other inhabitants, in cases where services are required for the 
repairs of roads ? And why should not the inhabitants of Bethels- 

• See letters dated March 10th, 1820, (p. 407.) f March 26th, 1821, (p. 415.) 
t See letters dated March 28th, 1820, (p. 417,) April 30th, 1821, and Dec. 7th, 

1820, (p. 424.) 

} See letters dated 8th February, 1821, (p. 419;) 10th May, and 3rd Juoe, 

1821, (p. 420.)— See cases of Piet Willem, and others, (pp. 420-422.) 

II Seo every letter from the landdrost when commandiiig men for any aerrice, 

2 V2 
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dorp be, equally with those of Groeiiekloof and Gcnadendal, only 
commanded for the above services, and none other? 

11. Upon what principle is it, that the landdrost assumes the 
power of ocdering^ individuals, though public servants, to work, as 
i myself have seen them, in his own private work, and yet pay 
them no more than government allowance, as in the case of Booy 
Platjes and other Hottentots working in his garden ? * 

13, Upon what principle is it, tliat iIr* lundcirost of the district 
of ViteTilmgc has the power of prohibidiig ilottcntots who are 
British subjects, from fixing, agreeably to article 4 th of the proela- 
matiDn of 1S09, their abode where they may find it nmst wtpedient 
(provided t)jey infringe neither public nor private rights) ; as, for 
instance, amongst their relative ^4 in Bet he Is dorp, and in those places 
Inhere they and their children may obtain instruction? t 

13. Upon what principle is it that the landdrost exercises an au 
thoritv over one portion of the free inhabitants, as in the case of 
the Hottentots, even to such an extent as to order Uiem into the 
service, and oblige them to become, within a limited time, servants 
of other inhabitants, -which power he cannot exercise in the case of 
Mahomedans and other free blacks ? | 

14. Why should not all Hottentots in the district of Uitenhage, 
who life not under contract, have perfect liberty to enter the insti- 
l^uiion at Bethelsdoip » exactly in the same manner as those in the 
respective districts of Swellendam and the Cape district have au- 
thority to enter the institutions at Genadendal and Groenekloof ? 

*, , 1&- Upon what grounds is it that Colonel Cuyler has aftsumed 
that the non-coQipliuiice of Mr. Barker with hijs request to furnish 
hi7ii with labourers /t*r hia farm^ is n. proof that the inhiihitauts of 
BetheUsdorp are not userul to the cmnmiuiitj/ ?§ And how does 
the nou-t'ouiptituice with h\3 request, by Mi% Barker, justify refusijig 
permission tp aoy more persona to enter the institution ?J| , _ j 

16. What reason is there that the inhabitants of Bethelsdorp 
should, when proceeding in open day, even to the public market- 

• Letterof mfafiimiary, A«g. 1, 1821, (p. 422;) witlh case of Bdqy Mantjes; ttid 

'.OthCM* •''•.•.•■. 

..+ See case of William .BFum^»»,vol.i p. 305,. ,, > . ,:i 

, i See case in letter dated February 21st, 1821, (p. 427,) witb ,iiurne«)ue,,<^^er$, 
1 4 lifters frofi knddrost to Mr. J^arkei"; dated Oeieber }2 and Id, and J^l^v<^- 
^her6, 1820, (p. 428.) 

II Nowiiibtfp7^1620,(pv4S».) • ' . i. 



pl^ce.io the country, be obliged riot only ^o carry 51 pass, Ipt wait 
for its counter-signature by the field-cornet, whilst tio of A^ Hotten- 
tots of the colony, neither at Genadendal nor elsewhere, iare subject 
to the latter regulation ? * 

17. What reason can there be that Hottentots at Bethelsdorp, 
possessing waggons, having their names on their waggons, should 
not, equally with the other inhabitants, whether English, Dutch, or 
free blacks, be at liberty to proceed with their waggons in the same 
manner as the other inhabitants, without the necessity of providing 
themselves with a pass? What objections are there that trie Hot- 
tentots, fixed inhabitants of Btethelsdorp,* should not ^t all times 
have equal liberty with the free blacks and other inhabitants, io 
proceed any where in the district without a pass, and why should 
they be laid under greater restrictions ? t 

18. What was the number of men drawn by Colonel' Cliyl^r fbr 
the Cape regiment, from Bethelsdorp, in the years 1818, 19* 20, 21, 
ittid'22^? And why are the numbers thus drawn frotn Bethelsdorp 
Altogether disproportionate to th6 quota forhished by Genadehdal 
-and WitteRivier? 



No. XII. 

• Case of Cobua Pommer. 

Persevimnce, Mth Djgc: 1*8221. 
My dear Sir, — ^TIiiBre has just now occurred a case ^tioiit i Hot- 
tentot, which shows the great hardships to which these poor pieople 
are so unjustly exposed. 

A Hottentot, called Cobus Pommer, has been five or six years in 
the service of my brother-in-law. Dpring all this time he hks be- 
haved so well; that for the last coliple of yiears he ha^ had the sole 
' supfetitttendence oVer the place and cattle of his master. 

About a month ago, a farmer living in the neighbourhood, Stated 
to the landdrost, that he had heard from a Hottentot thcit Cobus 
Pommer had killed and consumed several head of cattle belonging 
to this farmer. On this loose saying, the landdrost , sent the 
'fleld-cornet and some inhabitants to bring Cbbus Pommer and 
the other Hottentots on the place, to the Trunk (the prison) at 
Uitenhage. Accordingly a party of well-armed boors went there, 
had these poot pteople tied, with 'cordis, ; and drove tliemr before 
their horses to the Trunk. As there was not any thing agai^t 
the other Hottentots, not even their names mentioned, they were 
discharged, but poop Cobus was confined in one of the^ dells 
©f the prfi^on; My brother-in-law being absent in Cape Town, J 

* Letter of Colonel Cuyler. t Se©leWei?pfC^loiftlCwyl«r./ ; 
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rode to UHenhage, and heard thai the pretended original informer 
had not yet been forthcoming. I must observe here that the 
secretary, Mr. StaedeJ, who, according to the laws of the colony« 
had to act as prosecutor, used every exertion to bring the case to a 
speedy termination ; but as the pretended evidences of the accuser 
were not to be found, much delay took place, and Cobus remained 
longer than a fortnight in prison. .His accuser as well as the evi- 
dences against him still not coming forward, Mr. Staedel was 
kind enough to hear the evidences in favour of Cobus, tending to 
refute the (so loosely and ftdsely stated) accusation, and to order 
his release, on my becoming bail for him to appear, if some points 
of accusation should be substantiated. I called at the prison for 
Cobus, when a hollow-eyed, tottering shadow appeared. Much 
affected by such a sight, I asked, ** Where did they keep you, 
Cobus?*' With a tremulous voice, interrupted by coughing, he 
answered, *' In the same cell. Sir, where lately the ttoo Hottentots 
died in one nighty and I never expected to leave it aliviB.** I need 
not tell you that my blood boiled. Seeing the district sivgeon at 
his door, I vented part of my indignation, but he took it very 
coolly, and contented himself with saying, " Hottentots were sub- 
ject to complaints in the chest, and he could not prevent people 
from dying.*' I replied, " I did believe so, but did also know that 
their death might be accelerated, and they, in fact, murdered/' I 
then went to the apothecary, who found the Hottentot suffering 
under an inflammation in the chest, and gave several medicines, 
which have proved effectual, as poor Cobus is getting better. 

Of the horrors of the Uitenhage Trunk, and the sufferings of the 
unfortunate Hottentot prisoners, it is impossible to form any idea; 
and under the present system, no alteration or proper investigation 
can be expected. By mere accident I have heard of cruelty which: 
oould scarcely have been surpassed, and I have reason to give iiill 
credit to those statements. 

Believe me, my dear Sir, if there waa the least chance of bring*-, 
ing to light such dark and horrible deeds, I would use every exer- 
tion; but I repeat, as long as the present system continues, 
nothing is to be hoped for. 

Dr. Atherstone, who acted for some time as district surgeon, 
being an upright, conscientious man, once remonstrated about the 
prison in an official letter to Colonel Cuyler, and from that moment 
his hopes in the district were blasted; he lost the expected situation, 
and the inhabitants a clever professional gentleman. 

It requires few comments on the above case. It is true that 
most of the prisoners have reason to complain of the Uitenhage 
Trunk. But in a case similar to this, no other person would have 
suffered so much as a poor Hottentot. A white man, according to 
the kws of the colony, could not have been imprisoned vnthout aa 
inquiry, by which his innocence would have been prpved. A ^^^ 
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in hfne tascs out of ten, would not hare been accused at all, but 
the complaining farmer wouM have compromised with the master 
of the slave ; or if he had been imprisoned, he would have been 
placed in another cell, and better care taken, as the master of the 
slave might have resented his loss, if the slave had died. Bui a 
Hottentot, according to the laws here, is always considered " sua- 
pectus de fuga,* and, therefore, ^r«^ imprisoned, and then inquiry 
entered into, whether he deserves to be treated so, or not ; and 
in the instance of Cobus Pommer, a few days more would 
have killed an innocent man, who luckily escaped that fate, by the 
more humane conduct of Mr. Staedel. 

I intent to go to Cape Town in a short time, when I hope to 
have the pleasure of seeing you, and shall be able to communicate 
to you several facts, which I do not like to trust to paper. 

I have the honour to remain with much esteem. 

Dear Sir, 

Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) W. L. von Bughenroder^ 
To the Rev. Dr. Philip. 



No. XIII. 

Oppression of Hottentots in Albany. 

Generally speaking, the love our countrymen bear to liberty seldom 
rises higher than a mere passion for their own individual rights, 
and it is to the resistance to oppression arising out of this passion, 
that England is indebted for the preservation of its liberties. 
With these views of human nature, what I have to relate of our 
countrymen abroad will not excite surprise at home ; for, it is ob- 
vious, that it does not follow, that they who are jealous of their own 
rights at home should necessarily become tender of the rights of 
o^ers when it is their interest to oppress them. 

On the first arrival of the English settlers at Algoa Bay in 1820, 
they were perfectly indignant against the old colonists, for their 
treatment of the Hottentots ; but, it soon began to be discovered, 
that avarice and the lust of domination are principles belonging to 
our common nature, and not peculiar to any one class of people. 
In every situation in which you can place men, they will trample 
upon each other, if they can do it with impunity ; and it is painful 
to be obliged to state, that the Hottentots in South AMea have, in 
general, a greater dread of the English, than they have of their old 
oppressors, the boors. Having one day asked a Hottentot the rea- 
son of that circumstance, he replied, by comparmg the Dutch colo- 
nists to the bufialo, which is dangerous to those who come in its 
way, and tlie English to the lion, who joins cunning to his ferocity, 
and from whom there is no escaping. 
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Oa my iMrrival ift Aftany* in 4bft y€ar l$aa, I foi«i4 4h64istbMli 
&U o^ QQgiptoiftto against the Miaeionary staAioa »i Theopcdift. Hui 
Missionaries were charged with keeping back tiie HoUentoto inmh 
entering into the service of the settless, and I had scarcely arrived 
9i the iiiBUtution« wlien I was assailed with numerous applications 
for Hottentots. On inquiry, I soon found that the complaints 
urged against the Missionaries were totally groundless. Mrs. Ge- 
neral Campbell, Thomas Philipps, Esq., and oSiers, in the neighbour- 
hood of the institution, who treated their Hottentots well, made no 
complaints ; but many settlers had got into the woni part of the 
old colonial system ; and, on making personal application to some 
of the Hottentots, to oblige those who had applied to me, I was 
presetted wUh lists of grievances, which left me nothing further to 
say. Of the nature of those grievances, the following may serve as 
examples, and I am sorry to add that they are by no means extreme 
cases. 

Abrabam Klasse was enga^d in the service of Mr. Biggar, an 
English settler in Albany, who agreed to give him six rix-dollars 
per month. 

He remained in Mr. B.'s service six months and eighteen days ; 
when he asked for the wages due to him, having only received 
twehfe rix-dollars and six skiilings. He, at the same time, ex- 
pressed a wish to leave him, when Mr. B. said, " If you want to go 
W«y, you must pay me for the things ' you have lost, whilst in my 
service. ' ' 

' Abraham Klasse answered, that he had not lost the things, bat 
tWefy Viftu^ brdteen^ or wottt out in the employ of Mr. Biggar. Mr. 
B., however, insisted on his either making a fresh contract, or 
paying him back the twelve rix-dollars and six skiilings, asserting 
that the things that he had lost or broken just amounted to the 
sum he vould have to receive for his half year's wages. — See Mr. 
B/s letter to Mr. Wright, and Abraham Klasse's explanation of the 
items thecein •charged. 

Abraham Klasse, finding that Mr. Biggar was determined to 
send him td the prison if he persisted in leaving him, went to 
Theopolis, which is about seven miles distant, and made his com- 
plaint, to Mr. Wright, who then had the management of the tem- 
poral concerns of that . station. . This circu|nstance gftv« rise to a 
communication from Mr; Wright to Mr. Biggar, to which the fol- 
lowing letter, containing an account against Abraham Klasse, was 
sent in reply. 

fFoodlmdSt December 8, 1^23. 

Mr. W:rigjit,— I have made out^the account of Abraham for you 

to seOt ^^> ^^ stands with me. He informs me that the bullock 

died ai-Mr« Daniel's place. I asked that gentleman about it, who 

says ^ is not the case,. or he should hftve known of it. Abraham 



nrast eittiet pay me fbr it or engBge another half year, and pay me 
the balance against him ; otherwise, I shall have him apprehended 
and put in the Tronk. 

I am. Sir, &c, 

(Signed) Alexander Bicwar* 

lUx-ds. 

Cash 560 

Ditto 500 

Ditto .*••.... . . . 200 

FiTeriems • . *. » . *. . • .240 
Ooe lighter foot, (fbrlifttog the waggon^ to tar the axles) ..400 

One muid meal 23 

One whip 140 

Two half waggon chains 5 

48 6 

Half-a^year's wages . . . • . • . 36 . 

Dae to. Mn Biggar 12 6 ' 

December S, IS23. 

Dike buUock to be accounted ior at thirty rix^dolUtf. 

As a further illustration of this subject, we add the follovriog 
account in which Daniel Witboy is charged, by Mr* Biggar, foif 
articles Jost and worn out in his service. When Witboy expressed 
his determination to leave Mr. Biggar, and called for a settlement. 
Instead of having any money to receive at the expiratioQ of his 
service, Mr. B. presents him an account whjkh imkes km J>X* 
rix-doUars 90 2 0. 

To half a pound tea . . » . .» . .200 

Cash, at Graham's Town ,600 

Tronk (or prison) fees , • 2 

Quarter pound tea . . . . . . . 10 

Cash, at Graham's Town 1 '0 

Faidfor^driTeratdi^ • ^ . . • « 3 

Tea .... 100 

Tronk (or prison) fees 1 

One pair trowsers . • . ♦ . . .600 

-' Half a pound tea . 2 

) < ThrM^ns 520 

, Two handkerchieb . 3^ 

One shirt 340 

' ' " T'our ells and a half blue cloth . . . . . ^00 

Two ditto cotton 14 

^. One hat . . . . , 6 

1\) quarter of a pound tea 10 

^,, . Tiftderbox . -, .. •■• - .. 140 
Cash at Graham's Town . . . . . .10 

Ditto from Revett . 3 (^ 

ij':ii',i/A <.i " . GaniBdovcii • . w • i .. # « .58 6 lO 
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Brought over . . . • • 58 6 

Poand fees tt Graham's Town 26 

Cash paid Surgeon Mc Laren . . • • 15 

Articles lost between Bathurst and Graham's Town, Yiz.,! 14 a a 
twenty -eight new ritmi (or thongs) . . »} 

One tar-bucket ,300 

Two mats for a waggon 2 

Twenty-eight new neck straps , . • . • • 3 4 
On« goat skin .. • . . •' • .100 

Three new riem shoes 3 

Two whips 4 

Eight sheep lost . • ' . . . • 32 

' Total . 162 2 
]>ediict twelve months' %niges at six rix-^oUars per month 72 

Due to Mr. Biggar 90 2 

A complaint having been made to myself when at TbeopoUs, in 

1823, that Mr. Biggar was at a g^at loss for servants, and that the 
Hottentots at Theopolis would not enter into any more engage- 
ments with him, I considered it my duty to lay the grounds of my 
objection before Mr. Biggar. On presenting him with his letter 
dated December 8, 1823, with the inclosed account, in his own 
hand- writing, and asking him, at the same time, how he could ever 
think of acting as judge and executioner in his own case, he candidly 
acknowledged to me that the Hottentot Klasse had threatened to 
leave him, and that he had made out that account against him to 
oblige him to remain in his service. 

From the impression which appeared to have been made on Mr, 
Biggar's mind by the representations made to him on this occasion, 
I flattered myself, that a regard to his own interest would prevent 
such an occurrence taking place in future. In this opinion, however, 
I am sorry to say, I have been deceived* By the account of 
Witboy, we find the poor Hottentot charged with pound fees, 
at Graham's town> twenty-six rix-dollars ; with prison expenses, at 
two different incarcerations, three rix-dollars ; with tear and wear 
of Mr. Biggar's waggon, the loss of riems and tar-bucket, whips, 
&c., twenty-six rix-dollars ; and for the loss of eight sheep, thirty- 
two rix-dollars. By the repeated representations of the missianary 
at Theopolis, deductions were made from these surcharges ; but 
afler all these deductions, Witboy was still made debtor at the end 
of the year, to Mr. Biggar, twenty rix-dollars and six skillings. 

Had it not been for the interference of the Missionary, in this 
case, there is no reason to suppose these deductions would have 
been made ; and to relieve the Hottentot from this hopeless servi- 
tude, it was necessary that the missionary should become security 
for the payment of that sum, which was discharged on the 8th May, 

1824, two Qtonths after date. 
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No. XIV. 

Extract of a Letter from Mr. Roger Edwards, Missionary- 
Artisan, dated Theopolis, May 5th, 1826. 

A Hottentot lately applied to me for permission to reside at this 
institution. According to custom, I sent him to the landdrost for 
his sanction. Permission was not given. — The young man was 
placed under contract to Mr. Biggar, who knew nothing of the 
affair, till the man arrived at his house, with a copy of the 
contract. Mr. B. has since acknowledged to me, that he had 
requested both the Izmddrost and the secretary to procure a Hot* 
tentot for him, as soon as an opportunity shotdd favour his 
wish. John, the young man, was thus placed under contract. Major 
Dundas wrote to me stating, that as the man was young, and had 
no parents at the place, nor property, and was able to support him 
sdf under contract, he could not be allowed to join the institution ; 
biit woald be hired by contract to Mr. Biggar, who, he presumed, 
would have no objection to take him into his service ; it being, 
moreover, useless to fill our books with the names of individual» 
who could not forward the legitimate object of the society *. 

The following week, when at Graham's Town with the opgaaf, (or 
taxes,) the Major took the advantage of my being there, to converse 
with me on the subject. He admitted that the Hottentots were a 
free people ; but tfiat as discretionary power was given to him, he 
would act according to circumstances, and to his own judgment. I 
replied, that I would adhere to the letter of the law ; that it was not 
possible for me to act otherwise than to appeal for redress. 

I found, from the conversation, that he did not like my letter, 
sent in reply to his. In that letter I referred him to the proclama- 
tion of 1809, wherein it was expressly stated, that all and every 
Hottentot has a right to choose both his own master and the place 
of his abode. At the close of my letter, I begged of him to take 
the case of the young man again into his consideration, and admi- 
nister to him those rights which the laws of the colony secure to- 
him as a free inhabitant of the same. 

T^e above case I shall forward to the Commissioners of Inquiry ; 
but, as Mr. Foster is expected here in a few days, I deem it proper 
to wait till then, in order to advise with him what steps must be 
taken, to put a stop, if possible, to the Majoi^s arbitrary proceedings. 

* The reasons assigned hj Miyor Diindas, for his arbitrary proceeding in this 
case, that the man was young, that he had no parents, nor property, were the very 
reasons which should have induced him to permit him to join a missionary institu- 
tion, where he would have found parents and instructors, in the missionaries ; who 
would have inibued his mind with good principles, and where he would have had 
the opportunity of disposivg of bis seivicei to fu bettor advantnge ^las he coiild ia 
the service of Mr. Biggar. 
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• No. XV. ' ■ ^ : .•• «'- 

f4^ter from Dr, Vanderkemp to Governor Jarw«en«.— (Vidf 
vol. u p. 104.) 

BeikeUdorp, April I9thy leas'. 

Ooveruor, — ^Your much-respected despatch of the 28th February* 
containing an answer tp the last I wrote to Mr, Paravicifli de Ca- 
pelli, is come to hand. This answer contains ml apol(^y for Jkeep.- 
ing the Hottentot soldiers in service longer than the time of thei» 
engfigem^nt, on account of the continuance of the war. If you, 
who owe me no such apology, had found it proper« in a tone of 
authority (to which the high post you fill gives a ftiU rig^it) to let 
n;ie understand your determination, I should havejudged.ni^yself 
bound to acquiesce respectfully in your decision ; but since you 
vouchsafe to enter into a discussion with me on the reasons which 
inflv^^ced yqu to the abovje^mi^tioned step, not in a style snqh as 
the ruJer of a,n important colony might employ to a wanderi^ 
strange?:, but as a friend is accustomed to write to his Jriend, tjtii^ 
condescension gives me the freedom to answer you on th^ same 
footing, where, nevertheless, I hope not to lose sight of the distance 
there is between you and myself. 

. The only argument. Governor, by which you maintain the prOf 
priety o^ continuing the Hottentots in service, is drawn from the 
law which forbids giving passports in time of war. If theie is such 
a law, it speaks for Itself, that it ought to be executed and respected* 
But I pLUst here confess my ignorance* who know, not if ever such 
a ^ftw has heeii promulgated in this cqjony, or fpr the Batavian 
Republic either. Till the beginning. of the last war with the 
prencb, there was a law in the Netherlands, which deferred giving 
passports to a. j^egiment gone fprth to the field, till it should iiaw 
ente;*ed winter quarters, .which was expressed m the regimental 
orders of th^ soldiers* I know further, that a resolution was taken 
by the late Council of the States to g,rant the troops no passports 
durii^g the above-mentioned war. Yet, if there indeed exists such 
a la^ for this colony, which I will not bring into doubt, then is the 
perfidy with v»^hich the Hottentot? are treated. so much thevoniQi^^ 
iqianswer^hji^ an4 the co^duct of Captain Alberti, who,t ofMfmjf 
to th^ law, and not before, but during the war, engaged them but 
for a yea^« inconsistent wi,th his honourable character. 

You describe the .military service as preierabJe for th^ Hottentots^ 
to the sta^e wher«»in they formerly subsisted; ap4 I must declaim 
that no condition appears more agreeable to me than the mili^aty* 
so. that I myself if I was not a missionary, and.my years allowed it, 
shoplcj, without ,doubt,,dj5vote n;iyself to the military service. . 'Th^ 
same iAcliuatipn, and affecticwa had .place, in the commeneem^t of 
yo^f,g9Vf^f^nqp4, j^flaqvg the Hottentote, ofid :natjbiog was easier 



than permanently to secure ih^ii affection, whereunto nothing else 
w^ necessary than to cause justice to be executed for then^ 
igaihst their oppressors and murderers; and I doubt not they 
would have then taken up arms viA aeal for the defence of the 
Isiiii provided their corps and service had been regulated, not 
according to the European manner, but agreeably to the custom of 
their own country, and they hsid been placed under officers at their 
own nation. But the contrary having taken place, and oppressions 
increasing more and niore, free people (undoubtedly without your 
knowledge, and contrary to your intention) being dragged by force 
into the service, whilst their wives and children tfrandef helpless 
aboTrt, is it then to be wondered at that the judgment and choice 
of the Hottentots herdn differ much fh)m your own, and that 
1* find myself necessitated to put an end to my fruitless representa-, 
tions of the duty and agreeableness of the country's service to 
them. 

You acknowledge the great wrong that the colonists, perhaps 
hert and there, do to the Hottentots. This expression, Crover- 
ftor, shews that you are still tminformed of the true situation 
6f things in this Country, ot at least in the Uitenhage district. Not 
perhaps, and here and there, but tery certainly, and pretty nearly in 
all parts, does this oppression prevail ; nor is it only particular in- 
habitants, but the landdrosts themselves, from whom the oppressed 
ought to find protection, who make themselves guilty in this re- 
spect. It causes me no little sorrow, to be obliged herein to name 
Mr. Alberti, for whom I had, till now, cherished an unfeigned respect if 
but I am necessitated to do so by the impossibility of obtaining 
justice for the people of this institution in any other waiy. The 
landdrost, Alberti, has thought it fit to oblige Hottentots who 
were free, and settled here with their" wives and children, to hir6 
themselves to the inhabitants, and with the violence of corporal 
punishment, by a«^med inhabitants, to take away out of their houses 
alt Bethelsdcfrp others who had declared themselvcfs not incline4 
to devote themselves to the military service. Hottentots, who (ac- 
cording to your own words) ate free horn, and on the ground which 
^^igifioUy belonged to them, should be able to Jind freedom. Security, 
mcd the meatus of subsistence} This freedom violated in both in-^ 
Stattoes, I reclaim with that confidence which your own hand writ- 
ing gives tne, for those who, without your interference, are iti 
danger of losing it^ and whose complaints can in no other iyay 
reaeh "Jodr eavs. Of other wrongs and cruelties (the account of 
which^ in case I might bring to light a history of my time, would 
fijl d mkidlkig book) I will not here speak. . ' 

I reaidily acknowledge the duty which I lie unde^, ^s their 
teafeher^ as mueh as possible to bind the Hottentots to the goVem- 
ittettt tf the 'land. Atl the reciprocal duties^ between rulers atid sub- 
Jefcts^aregrottiWed in religion, add the^ dliowrihig and n©glfect^ 
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ing^ Mb trotii, is ]iMt what makes our befooled mother eooiiAry 
unhappy. It is one part of a Christian suljed^s duty, in «iboidi* 
nation to God, and in all that is not contrary to his ecnnmaiid, to 
obey and love the government. Christ having brouglrt. me mto 
Hiese parts of the virorld, to promote this religion among the hea- 
then, I hope in the enforcing of this duty (which nona bat a true 
Christian can exercise, and this still but very feebly) I have not 
been wanting. My endeavours to present desertion (which I £on^ 
Saw) are to be ascribed to this desire, and it is in a great mea- 
sure owing to those of my worthy colleague. Read, that alreatty 
several of the Bethelsdorp Hottentots, on the example of others^ 
have not joined themselves with the run-«way desertars ; and I trust 
the little number of those among us who are entitled to the name 
of Christians, will not make tliemselv^ guilty herein, whatever the 
rest may attempt. With all this, no one, possessing a sound 
understanding, and who is acquainted with the human heart, can 
expect among the Hottentots, who are yet deaf to the voice ^ the 
gospel, that there should be brought about, by the persuasicHi c^mis* 
sionaries alone, an attachment to the welfare of the government, so 
long as these Hottentots are deprived of the privileges of dtiss^OM, 
which the colonists enjoy ; particularly while the government c^the 
country, by treating thetn worse than Pharaoh did tl^ children of 
Israel in Egypt, appears to set ev^y thing to work which can serve 
to break this attachment. 

The apprehensions which you testify, as if the residence of 
teachers, who are subjects to the hostile power, or consider them-' 
selves bound to it by duty, tended in any way to alienate tiie 
minds of the Hottentots from the present government, I hope 
to cause to disappear, when I assure you, that neither my colleague 
Read, nor I, bring into consideration our relation to the respective 
lands of our birth, in considering our obedience to the government 
of the country in which we live ; and we reckon ourselves neither 
more nor less bound thereto, than if he was no EngiUhmsm, and I 
no Netherlander. So long as the government of the Cape remains 
our local government, this duty continues ; or ceases, when the 
government's relation ceases, although the remembrance of fovours 
enjoyed should not cease. 

Our relationship to the London Society (which is ^itirely ai « 
spiritual nature, and knows nothing ef national interests, and tiierei^ 
fore, has given over its direction tO that of the Netherlands) at» 
taches us no more to the hostile power, than is the case wkh a great 
number of the inhabitants of the Netherlands, who are members of 
learned and, other societies in Great Britain, without being in the 
least attached to the national interests of that country. 

To give you a more explicit idea of the intimate ties, by which we 
consider ourselves united to the government of the country, I shall 
only observe^ that when our enemies become wxt rulers^ or o»r 
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mltrs our enemies, we will never oppose them wiUi any other wea- 
pons Uian those with which Christ has provided us, namely, love and 
conscientious obedience ; and hereby we despair not to conquer theai* 

Undisguisedly, Sir, I have presented to you some facts, and 
thereby expressed my true feelings, in regard to which, I con* 
ceive, you eannot be indifferent. If you pay any regard to my xe- 
quests, and cause the Hottentots to have justice done them, then 
shall you, who have yourself declared that without justice it can- 
not go wdl with any people, bind that nation to the interei^s of 
government, and you shall enjoy the happiness to have no other 
enemies in this country than villains. God will bless you, and you 
may expect success in your government ; but if, on the Gontrary> 
you can determine to acquiesce in the misdeeds, and the unreason* 
able requests of open offenders, to enjoy their short-lived acclam-* 
ations, to oppress the guiltless to please them, and to enfeeble jus- 
tice, then shall the cry to heaven of the oppressed — of the parents, 
children, and consorts torn asunder, bring, as a consequence, their 
deliverance, and therewith the frustration of your plans. 

If the frankness with which I have depressed myself, and which 
flows from deeply reflecting on my duty, should displease you, I 
hope in future to use more reserve. I am not so inconsiderate as 
to desire to give you the trouble to imswer all the points touched 
upon. It is sufficient for me to have submitted them to your con- 
sideration, praying God to give you the necessary wisdom and 
courageousness to take the most salutary measures to ward off 
the disorders which are at the door. I have the honour^ with duQ 
respect, and very sincere regard, to subscribe myself. 

Your obedient Servant, 
(Signed) J. T. Yandseksmf* 



No. XVI. 
Letter from the Missionary Conference ai Qraaff-Retnei^ to the 
Colonial Secretary. — (Vide vol. ii. p. 61.) 

Graaff'Reinety August 2bth^ 1814. 
Sir, — For several years the Directors of the Liondon Missionary 
Society have been urgent that their respective missionaries in South 
Africa should have an annual conference with each other, (at 
least a missionary from each station,) to consider upon the best 
measures to promote the interests of those missions already estai 
blished, and to propose and adopt others, under the approbation of 
government, for the advancement of religion in general in this part 
of the world. 

The Rev. Jolm Campbell, who was sent here in 1812, as deputy 
of the above society, proposed again, and brought to a resolution^ 
the longped^fbr OQfii*erence. 
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Oraaff-Reinei was considered the most central place for th$ pur- 
pose, and the first week of August the best time of the year. Ac- 
cordingly we met here last week, and commenced our iHudness ; and 
the Rev. Mr. Kicherer was so kind as to offer his personal attend- 
ance and his counsels, — a purpose for which his long residence in 
the colony, and the active share he has taken in the propagation of 
religion, render him so capable. 

Among other things of importance brought forward, Mr. Ander- 
sbn (from Griqua Town, formerly Klaarwater) laid before th^ 
conference two letters he had received from government, one dated 
January 3d, 1814, and one the 27th of May, containing a requiskion 
of twenty men from his settlement, for the Cape regiment, and the 
consequences government had been pleased to determine upon, 
these men not being furnished. 

The business appeared to us of the utmost importance cm both 
sides. In the first place, it is the wish of the Missionary Society, 
that their missionaries should always endeavour to meet the wkhes 
of that government under which they prosecute their labours, and 
from which they receive any protection or support, whenever this 
can be done consistent v with their character as missionaries, und 
without endangering their work in general. The matter was then 
to' examine, whether Mr. Anderson had acted according to the 
above principle, and the interest of the missionary cause, beyond 
the limits of the colony ; and having done this, we could not say 
but that he had done every thing short of using compulsion, which 
we conceive to be all that can be expected from missionaries, espe- 
cially those beyond the colony : more would endanger their success, 
yea, endanger their lives. 

We hope His Excellency the Governor will not take it amiss, 
when we submit a few observations, in the way of pleading for the 
cause of Mr. Anderson, and the Missionary Society. His Excel- 
lency will please to observe, that the greater part of those peoj^le, 
from whom the men required must be taken, are descendants, by 
the mother-side, from Hottentots, who have always retreated from 
the Europeans, till they came to the Orange river, where they set- 
tled. When the missionaries came there, they were /suspected ^s 
having been sent out by government to ensnare them, and a plan 
was formed to take away their lives, which Providence, howevei', 
frustrated, and they gained the confidence of a few indivi^nals* 
Although the missionaries have been on the Orange River sbme 
years, yet the mission at Griqua Town, must be considered as 
still in an infant state, for the missionaries had not influence eDottgh 
to prevail upon the people to settle themselves permanently, till of 
late, they having been long accustomed to a wandering life. To 
the grief of the missionaries, this propensity prevails too imieb bUB ;"' 
and the above-mentioned prejudices are uot yet nearly con<|uei^e^ 
and any compulsive measures on the part of the missionaries could 
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but serve to do infinite injury both to their characters and 
«ause. 

His Excellency will likewise please to observe, that this Mission 
is the only one beyond the borders, to the north of the colony, that 
it is surrounded by Bushmen, Corannas, Bechuanas, and Nama- 
quas, with whom the people of Griqua Town have a close connec- 
tion. These other tribes have, till very lately, shewn themselves 
very . unfriendly to Christianity, insomuch, that the missionaries 
have to attribute the safety of their lives to the few confidential peo- 
ple with them ; and the proposed plan might, as we conceive, ren- 
der theic situation most dangerous, and at once occasion a stag- 
nation to their extensive usefiilness, and- darken all their prospects. 

The connexion between the Becuhanas and Griquas, the people 
of Mr. Anderson, will appear from the following circumstance. A 
report had been spread, that some of Mr. Anderson's people had 
been ill-treated in the colony in 1812, and on Mr. Campbell's ar- 
rival at Lattakoo, this was one of the first things that was inquired 
after, adding, that strangers travelling through their country, had 
ever been treated by them with the utmost kindness. 

His Excellency, will, therefore, easily conceive the critical situa- 
tion of those two solitary missionaries, and what might be the fatal 
consequences of any compulsory measures on their side ; and even 
a passive compliance would make them to be suspected by the 
other tribes ; but this they would venture, and have already acted 
more than in a passive way. His Excellency will likewise be 
pleased to observe, that their situation is by no means safe, with re- 
spect to Cafiers, who find their way continually through or round 
the colony, and who commit sometimes the greatest cruelties on 
the Corannas and Bechuanas, in which they have been joined by 
many Bushmen ; and had it not been for the few armed men with 
Mr. Anderson^ they probably would have fallen a sacrifice to these 
savages, as they more than once attacked them ; they have, there- 
fore, constantly to be upon their watch. We hope, that these ar- 
guments will have some weight with his Excellency, and prevail in 
the behalf of that distant mission. 

We will allow, that Mr. Anderson hai^ received some favours 
from government; Ms people have passed, generally unmolested, 
backwards and forwards to Cape Town to traffic ; and if govern- 
ment does not conceive the attention paid to the different commis- 
sions sent by government to that part of the world, (with the last 
of which, Doctor Cowan's party, two of their very best men sacri- 
ficed their lives) as an equivalent for these favours, we would sub- 
mit to His Excellency the propriety of levying a contribution, in 
which the missionaries and the most enlightened people with them 
would take a share ; and we are confident that the Missionary So- 
ciety would not be backward to subscribe their share, for any favour 
bestowed by government on their missionaries, rather than that the 
lives of their missionaries t^ould be endangered. 

VOL. II. 2 o 
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' Mr. Anderion topects to be in Ca)p6 Town ik a Itew weAs, wbea 
he will be able to give His Excellency any further informatkm re- 
quired Mptxtk the Bubjeei* Praying that etery Ueaung may attend 
Hii £xeeUency*» person and goYemmmU and eonfiding in his sup^ 
port toM^yrds the spreadng of Christianity in this benighted eoantry. 
We have the honour to be» &c. &c 

(Signed) J. Read. 

J. KlCHEUL 

J. G. Ulimcht. 

W. ANBBaSON. 

C. Bird, Esq. £. Sihth. 

Deptd^ OokmM Seenkury. W. F^ Coaiin. 



No. XVII. 

L^ter to the Author from the £ev« John Cwfnpbdl, (bcloaing 
part of the MS. of these volumes.) 

My dear Sir,— I believe the inclosed papers give a very Just view 
of the oppressions of the Hottentots — that they are not treated Kke 
men and women, but like brutes. In regard to the little that I said, 
(compared to what I could have said) upon that subject in my first 
journal, you remember the feelings of the colonists, when we were 
travelling to and from Bethelsdorp in 1819. I think the case of 
the Hottentots is such, that any apprehension of hostility on this 
account, should you return to Africa, should not deter you from 
making public fAe whole cctse^ without reserve. I had instances of 
the cruelty of the colonists, in their punishment of both male and 
female Hottentots in their service, that would have shocked the 
feelings of civilized people in such a country as this. But at the 
time I published, there was no known intention of making a new 
code of laws for the Cape, wherefore, I thought it prudent, for the 
sake of our missions, not to publish M I knew. But now the case 
is different. Let the truth, therefore, be told. There is now a 
kindly feeling among all ranks in England, towards the oppressed 
of the coloured tribes. Persevere : missions are designed to relieve 
the oppressed. I am just leaving town for a fortnight, and I was 
afraid lest papers so important as the inclosed, should be out pf their 
proper place — ^wherefore, I wish you to have them. 

I am yours, &c. 
Kingsland, Thursday. (1817.) (Signed) . J. Campbeo.. 
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Yol I. p. 65, at bottom, for *^ Missionary Register," read ''Missionary Transactions," 
Do. p. Ill, at bottom, instead of reference printed, read "Missionary Transac- 
tions, Vol. iii. p. 150." 
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EPHEMERIDES ; or, OCCASIONAL POEMS, written in Scot- 
land and South Africa. 

Bt THOMAS PRINQLE. 

** We hare bten interested and delighted, in no common degree, bj the perusal of (KU CtUe 
Tolame .... Mr. Priagle is a poet of Nature's making, and speaks to us the language of the 
Moses, just because it is his heart's native tongne .... In these days of artificial metre-mongers, 
it is refreshing to listen to strains thus poured forth* not for offset, but as it were from impulse, 
and the genuine spirit of poetry and music.*'— JtfimM/jr Review. 

** In this volume there is very delightful poetry. . . . JIany of the pieces were written in 
South Africa, upon local sulitjects } but the largest portion asks no aid firom localities to be felt 
and understood ; they come home to the bosoms and feelings of aU.**— *if#«r Monthly Magazine. 

** Very superior to the numeoous collections of miscellaneous poems, that of late years hare 
issued from the press .... There is in it a firwhness and originality, oMnlnaed with a gentleness 
and benevolence of spirit* that cannot fail to strike the imtgination, and to interest the affee* 
tions. The tone of lofty and indignant scorn against the oj^ressors, and the soothing accents 
of compassion and encouragement for the oppressed, form another feature of the work, enti- 
tling it to the approbation and good wishes of all the wise and honest. The atjie is at once 
simple and graceful; while in some passages there breathes a peculiar ur <tf poetic tenderness 
and sweetness, that strongly reminds us of the Muse of AUan Ramsay, and of Logan.**— Xoa^ro 
Maga»inc. 

** The desert with its sweep of sand and sky— the kmdy savage with his reed now turned 
to a spear, and now a flute, — the lion and his hunters,— are not these the very wiaieriel of poetry? 
Mr. Pringle has fouiyl them such.**— Zrtftfraty Oa»ette. 

** Many of the poetical pieces written, in South Africa, are highly charactaristic and axe full 
of novel and picturesque description.** — London Weeldy Review, 

** His poetry flows like the natural language of a heart gushing np and ovar with the healtby 
sensibilities T>f humanity .... The Noras are throughout vivacious and picturesque ;— those 
which describe the wrongs and sufferings of the Native Tribes, possess a drilling interest for 
all who value the^harscter of their religion, or the honour of their o(imitrj!*'~-Athentnan, 

*• The extracts w^ have given, will sufliciently evince the spirit of genuine piety and glowing 
philanthropy, by which the author's poetical talents are consecrated. Mr. Pringle has recently 
accepted the honourable office of Secretary to (he Anti-Slavery Society, in which capacity be 
will find a congenial employment for a mind animated by a detestation of that moral Uight 
and curse, of which, in its existing effects, he has been an eye-witness. The notes to the poems 
supply.some very interesting information respecting the Caffsr Tribes.*'— £c{0ettc Review. 
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